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Foreword

by Klara Rice, City of Olympia Administrative Services Department

THE YEAR 2009 MARKS the sesquicentennial of
Olympia’s incorporation as a City within Washington
Territory. This remarkable book is but one of the
many ways in which we are recognizing the City’s
150th anniversary. It is filled with essays from two
dozen of Olympia’s local historians and embellished
with photos and illustrations that encompass some
of the more intriguing aspects of our City’s history.
We hope this will help you appreciate why we are
proud to be citizens of this beautiful and richly historic
City of Olympia, Washington, and why we want to
leave this written legacy for future generations.

Back in autumn of 2008, just about at the
beginning of our country’s financial downturn, the
City decided not to let this global crisis stand in the
way of celebrating our 150th anniversary. Instead, we
decided to celebrate richly, but prudently—in other
words, we had volunteers! Many, many people and
organizations from our community stepped up and
graciously donated their time and energy to help make
the City birthday events enriching and unforgettable.

‘We couldn’t possibly express the depth of our
gratitude to those who have contributed so much, but
regardless, we will endeavor to do so. Thank you to:

Bigelow House Museum, Cities of Lacey
and Tumwater, Olympia Heritage Commission,
Washington State Historical Society, Washington
State Archives, Olympia Arts Commission,

State of Washington, and Thurston County.
The historians, artists and musicians who participated

(or will participate—the festivities are not over yet!)

in the events, including the American Legion Band,
Drew Crooks, Ed Echtle, Raymond Egan, Jeff Evans,
Karen Haas, Harvest Moon, Denise Keegan, Adam
Lee, Vic Jowder’s New Horizons Band, John Salicco,
Shanna Stevenson, and Vivian and Phil Williams.

Roger Easton, member of the Heritage Commission
and State Historical Society, president of the board
at Bigelow House, and wearer of many other hats,
who tirelessly shared his knowledge of our City’s rich
heritage. He has the kind of passion and commitment
rarely found—and we are glad we found him!

Timothy Rice, who labored, often literally, in the
shadows, who resurrected the first City seal and used
it to design the 150th Anniversary logo. He also helped
design the Children’s Book of Fun and provided artistic
expertise for countless other projects, including
the banners that grace the City’s light poles.

So many individuals and departments in the City
wholeheartedly took on the event planning. First,
our gratitude goes to the City Council (Mayor Doug
Mah, Councilmembers Karen Messmer, Joe Hyer,

Jeft Kingsbury, Rhenda Iris Strub, Joan Machlis,
and Craig Ottavelli) for giving the go-ahead (and
allocating funds) for the sesquicentennial events.

The Administrative Services Department, particularly
Debbie Krumpols, City Clerk, who was given the
honor and responsibility of coordinating the whole
shebang (particularly the big 150th Birthday Bash at the
Washington Center) and who gathered together (like
amother hen) the volunteers, and orchestrated the on-

going monthly events. She provided the energy and
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enthusiasm necessary to pull off a project of this enormity.

Cathie Butler, who wrote the script for the
reenactment of the first City Council meeting, which
was performed by the current City Council in period
costume. Cathie also put out her antenna to uncover
the two oldest native-born Olympia residents,
Winifred Olsen (author of Memories I Cherish of Priest
Point Park, in this book), and Howard Waddle, who
charmed the audience at the Washington Center
with his recollections of Olympia’s days gone by.

Bonnie Herrington, who, along with the other
fine folks in Waste ReSources, took Olympia into
the future—where recycling, energy efficiency, and
environmental consciousness are at the forefront
and continue to influence what Olympia will look
like in another 50 to 150 years. Also, thanks to the
Utility Advisory Committee and other staff, who
brainstormed the 150 Ways to Be Sustainable poster.

Stephanie Johnson of the Parks, Arts & Recreation
Department, who, along with Signe Feeney and
Adeena Chamberlain of the Arts Commission,
helped round up schoolchildren for the Children’s
Poetry Contest and Youth Art Contest.

Jennifer Kenny and the Olympia Heritage
Commission, who unearthed photos and other
historic printed materials and documents for
use at our events and at City buildings.

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee,
who, at the time of this writing, is continuing to gather
from residents their historic photos of bicycles and
bicycle riders to display at the Fall Arts Walk.

Dedicated and industrious individuals from various
City departments, who worked diligently to make the
Birthday Party a success, including Amy Buckler, Amy
Cleveland, Erin Conine, Larry Dibble, Kim Johnson,
Jane Kirkemo, Tammy LeDoux, Krista Lowe, Scott
River, Frank Spickelmire, Terri Stolz, and Shawn Ward.

‘We know that we have not individually
credited numerous other people who have helped
make the City birthday events a success. Please
know that you have our heartfelt thanks.

To future generations who read this book: know that
the citizens of Olympia today are working to ensure that
our City will continue to be a place that you will want
to make your home, a place you will treasure as much

as we do now, in our sesquicentennial year of 2009.

KrarA Rick works in the Administrative
Services Department at the City of Olympia.
She spent an incalculable number of hours
on design projects throughout the year.

Her projects included the 150th Birthday
poster and program, Children’s Book of
Fun, monthly event flyers, invitations,
anniversary letterhead, and web pages.

She also designed the 2009 Operating and
Capital Budget documents, with its “shadow-
box” covers that have memorabilia gathered
from every decade of Olympia’s history.
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Preface

HISTORY IS SOMETHING THAT CAN ENTERTAIN
us with good stories, educate us with pertinent lessons,
and sometimes even inspire us with illuminating
examples. I believe that history is like a box filled to the
brim with life. To quote one of my favorite authors,
G.K. Chesterton, from his 1934 essay entitled On
Facing Facts: “People talk about the dead past; but

the pastis not in the least dead . . . The past can move
and excite us, the past can be loved and hated, the past
consists largely of lives that can be considered in their
completion; that is, literally in the fullness oflife.”

The purpose of this book is to increase understanding
and enjoyment of Olympia’s life-filled history. It reflects
the rich diversity of our community’s heritage through
the sweep of time from Native American origins to the
present. Expressed in the publication are the voices of
numerous local historians and student poets. Olympig,
Washington: A People’s History will be a lasting legacy of
the 150th anniversary of the City’s incorporation in 2009.

This book’s production was accomplished with
the aid of many people. I thank the authors who
created the essays and poems that form the heart of
the publication. Their enthusiasm and hard work
shines bright in the writings. In addition, I thank the
Olympia City Council, City Manager, and other
City officials who made the book possible with their
support. Debbie Krumpols and Klara Rice of the City

provided crucial oversight and help for the project.

A number of contributing historians supplied
illustrations to accompany their essays. Other images
(as well as information) came from various individuals.
I especially would like to acknowledge the assistance
of Roger Easton (expert Olympia historian), Klara
Rice (City of Olympia), Carla Wulfsberg (Henderson
House Museum), Susan Parish (Shadow Catchers), Ruth
Whitener (Squaxin Island Tribe Museum, Library and
Research Center), Randy Stilson (The Evergreen State
College Archives), Benjamin Helle & Mary Hammer
(Washington State Archives), and Joy Werlink & Fred
Poyner IV (Washington State Historical Society),

My thanks also go to the people who kindly proofread
parts of the book (Ed Echtle, Lois Fenske, Karen
Johnson, and Kathryn Hamilton Wang), to Gorham
Printing (especially art director Kathy Campbell) for
their skilled production of the publication, and to the
Board of the Bigelow House Preservation Association
for their support of book publicity and distribution.
Finally, I must thank all those who have backed this
project with enthusiasm through all its ups and downs,
including many staff members of the Washington State
Library, Susan Rohrer of the State Capital Museum,
and my family—Karen and Jennifer Crooks.

Enjoy history!

DREw CROOKS

October 2009

Olympia, Washington
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