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The Olympia Heritage Committee, as the designated authority under OMC 18.12.055, hereby 

certify the above-referenced property as having historic significance worthy of recognition 

and protection by the City of Olympia. The property is hence forth listed in the Olympia 

Heritage Register.   
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Holly Davies 
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Property Name Delta V. Smyth Tugs and Barges Company Site 

Location 525 COLUMBIA ST NW 
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Property Information 

Historic Name Delta V. Smyth Tugs and Barges Company Site 

Current or Other Name(s) Delta V. Smyth Site 

Location Near 525 Columbia St NW 

Parcel(s) 99001705100 

Zip Code 98501-8230 

Recognized Neighborhood Association  

Plat  

Block N/A Lot 12 & E1/2 13 

 

 

Owner Information 

Name(s)  

Company/Organization City of Olympia 

Address (if different from property)  

City  

State  

County  

Zip Code  

Phone  

Email  

 

Olympia Heritage Register Checklist 
This historic resource meets the following criteria to designate a historic property in the Olympia 

Heritage Register under OMC 18.12.080: 

 

X At least 50 years old 

N/A Less than 50 years old, but has exceptional importance 

X Is well-maintained 

X Meets at least one (1) category 

X Retains at least two (2) elements of integrity 
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Categories 
This historic resource is recommended to be listed in the Olympia Heritage Register under the 

following Category(ies), as provided in OMC 18.12.080: 

 

X A 
Is significantly or substantially a part of or connected with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of national, state or local history. 

 B 

Embodies the distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, period, style or method 

of design or construction, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 

components may lack individual distinction. 

 C 
Is an outstanding work of a designer, builder or architect who has made a substantial 

contribution to the art. 

 D 
Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City’s cultural, social, economic, political, 

aesthetic, engineering, or architectural history. 

X E 
Is significantly or substantially a part of or connected with the lives of persons significant 

in national, state or local history. 

 F 
Has yielded or may be likely to yield archaeological information important in pre-

history or history. 

 G 
Is a religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic 

distinction or historical importance. 

 H 

Is a building or structure removed from its original location but which is significant 

primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly 

associated with a historic person or event. 

 I Is a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance. 

 J 

Is a cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of 

transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from 

association with historic events, or cultural patterns. 

 K 
Is a reconstructed building that has been executed in a historically accurate manner 

on the original site. 

 L 

Is a creative and unique example of folk architecture and design created by persons 

not formally trained in the architectural or design professions, and which does not fit 

into formal architectural or historical categories. 

 

Elements of Integrity 
This historic resource retains the following elements of integrity as provided in OMC 18.12.080: 

 

X Location 
The place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the 

historic event occurred. 

 Design 
The combination of elements, such as the form, plan, space, structure, and 

style, of a property. 

X Setting The physical environment of a historic property. 

 Materials 

The physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular 

period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic 

property. 

 Artisanship 
The physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any 

given period in history or prehistory. 
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Significance Narrative            
 

The Delta V. Smyth Tugs and Barges Company Site commemorates the location out of which an 

important maritime-related business operation during the twentieth century. It meets Category A for 

its direct connection with events that have made a significant contribution to the maritime, 

commerce, and economic patterns of Olympia’s history; it also meets Category E for its significant 

part with the life of Delta V. Smyth, notable Olympian who had a significant impact on the social, 

economic, and maritime history of Olympia. 

 

Category A 

 

The firm operated between Olympia, Shelton, Tacoma and Seattle and occasionally ports 

northward. Each barge hauled about 250,000 feet of lumber and log rafts between 350,000 and 

600,000 feet. The article noted that the tug operators had a double role—towing logs to the mills and 

then barging the finished lumber for shipment. His company towed log booms, and barges with 

lumber, shingles, gravel, hog fuel, oil, wood, lime rock and pulp. Over time, the company owned over 

30 tugs, including the Sand Man, Oysterman, Lumberman, Olympian, Nile, Hoonah and Delta V. 

Smyth. The tugs had black hulls, buff and white deckhouses and buff stacks. The Sand Man is listed on 

the Olympia, State, and National Registers, and was a waterfront floating museum in Olympia; 

however, it is now in drydock. 

 

First headquartered at Percival Dock, Smyth later moved his business northward along the waterfront 

to the location which is now near Budd Bay Café. The business included an office, moorage, a 

gangway access to the moorage. The marine scow grid for maintaining scows—one of the only such 

facilities south of Tacoma at the time was located nearby. On the scow grid, scows could be 

cleaned as the tide receded and “anti-fouling” paint applied to the bottoms of the barges to 

improve towing efficiency. Workers even built a fire on a piece of metal to dry out the scow bottoms 

since the cleaning and painting were all done in a tide change The marine railway at the Smyth 

headquarters had two large sloping timbers and a winch to ratchet the boats onto the cradle where 

the tugs would be accessible for cleaning, maintenance and painting. Also in the complex was a 

warehousing building for material, equipment and working space. Because of their hard work, the 

tugboats often needed parts replacement such as bow, stern and side fenders and sheathing.34 The 

Delta V. Smyth tugs were often reconfigured with new deckhouses and other furnishing. At the 

moorage, the tugs tied up awaiting towing jobs. 
 

Smyth's tugs handled lumber, pulp, oil, oysters and logs and at one time rafted logs off railroad cars 

from north of the 4th Street bridge. The tugboats were also guiding vessels for larger ships to the Port 

of Olympia docks. Turning a ship required two tugs—one at the bow and one at the stern pushing in  

opposite directions and the lines were tossed from shore to ship for mooring. A large part of the tug 

business beginning in the mid-1920s in Budd Inlet was maneuvering the large barges from Simpson 

Timber in Shelton for loading onto ocean-going ships at the Port of Olympia.  
 

Among the Smyth tugs was the Audrey purchased by Smyth in 1939 which had an aft winch; the 

Oysterman, operated as a day boat; the Ketchikan, built in Ballard in 1906; the Alice, a former 

steamer, acquired by Smyth in 1925 and the Olympian both of which were sold to Foss Launch and 

Tug Company in the 1940s—becoming Simon Foss and Adeline Foss. The Alice (Simon Foss) was later  

owned by Olympia maritime historian Gordon Newell. More Smyth tugs were the Patty Mae, built in 

1930 and the Mukilteo built in 1907; the Audrey; the Nile; the Lumberman, built in 1899 and purchased 

by Smyth in 1924; the Hoonah, built in 1919; and the Rufus. 
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Category E 

 

Delta V. Smyth (1891-1972) was born in Olympia and was a World War I naval veteran. He began his 

maritime career operating the Oysterman for Brenner Oyster Company and by 1920 started his own  

tugboat business in Olympia, Delta V. Smyth Tugs and Barges Company. Smyth later converted the 

Oysterman for towing and it remained in his fleet. A 1929 newspaper article noted that Smyth had six 

tugs and seven barges and employed 23 men. Smyth had a pilot’s license and owned, in 1929, the 

diesel tugs—Lumberman, Oysterman, and Sand Man. The steam tug Alice and gas tugs Olympian 

and Eau Claire.  

 

Besides tugs, Smyth and his wife Ruth Van Eaton Smyth and later family members were part of a 

number of other waterfront businesses in the wood and oil industries, including Hardel Lumber, Solid 

Wood Veneer, Ordel Oil, Capital Boom Company and Delson Lumber. One of his tugs, the Sand 

Man, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, was moored on Olympia’s waterfront as a 

floating museum (now in drydock). Another of the Smyth boats, the Parthia, built in the early 1900s at 

Winslow in is now being restored as a waterfront exhibit by the South Sound Maritime Heritage 

Association. 

 

Delta Smyth sold his business to Foss Launch and Tug (now Foss Maritime) 1961. At the time of the 

sale, he had five tugs and two barges, but the business at its height operated ten tugs and nine 

barges. Foss painted them in green and white Foss colors and operated from the Smyth moorage 

(now near the site of the Budd Bay Café) until the early 1970s, about ten years. By the mid-1970s the 

waterfront was changing—in part due to a ruling by then Lands Commissioner Bert Cole at the urging 

of the League of Women Voters, spurred by Olympian Irene Christie, designating waterfront areas as 

public places. The City acquired land and razed structures. Eventually three phases of Percival 

Landing were completed beginning in 1978. Budd Bay Café opened in the late 1980s. 

 

Smyth is remembered annually at the Harbor Days tugboat races in Olympia with the Delta V. Smyth 

trophy to the winner. Smyth also served on the Port Commission. At Smyth’s death, The Daily 

Olympian said “he had made his mark on the industrial development of Olympia.” 

 

Physical Description             
 

This nomination pertains only to the historic site where the Delta V. Smyth Tugs and Barges Company 

operated along Budd Inlet; it does not include any buildings or structures surrounding the site, 

including the immediately adjacent Budd Bay Café. 

 

Summary               
 

OMC 18.12.080 states: “Any building, structure, object, site or district may be designated for inclusion 

in the City Heritage Register…” The Delta V. Smyth Tugs and Barges Company Site meets the 

minimum requirements provided in OMC 18.12.080: it is over 50 years old, is well-maintained, meets 

two (2) categories of importance, and retains two (2) elements of integrity.  
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Photographs and Research          
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For more infromation and resources, the Tugboat History in Budd Inlet Along Percival Landing 

Context Statement by Shanna Stevenson, 2023, is attached. 
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Tugboat History in Budd Inlet Along Percival Landing Context Statement: 

The Hudson’s Bay Company brought the first resident vessel and first tugboat to 

the Sound in 1836, the Beaver, which later called at Olympia.1 

Gordon Newell cites the Goliah, built in 1849 as one of first tugboats on the West 

Coast, first in California and used by the Pope and Talbot mill in Washington by 

1871. The side-wheeler Resolute, was towing logs the Port Madison Mill by 1848. 

Other early tugs operated on the perilous Columbia River bar near Astoria—

assisting sailing craft.  The tugboats on Puget Sound were used to transport log 

booms and when the lumber was finished, to bring the product via barge to cargo 

ships to docks to load the lumber as well as vessel assisting.  By 1891, a tug boat 

pool in the Sound operated with four coal-burning boats—the Puget Sound Tug 

Boat Company.2   Early images show that steamers often towed log rafts and 

sailing ships in Puget Sound.  After the steamboat era ended in the early 20th 

century, some steamers were converted to tugboats—removing much of the 

steamer superstructure.  One author notes that is why the appearance of each tug 

boat was distinctive.3 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.historylink.org/File/20976 
2 Gordon Newell, Pacific Tugboats.  New York: Bonanza Books, 1957, 16-20. 
3 Norman Knutsen, Tugs and Other Hard-Working Vessels of Puget Sound:  A Scrapbook from the Earlier Days. 

Bothell, WA:  Book Publishers Network, 2010, 43. 

 

Detail of 1879 Birdseye Map of Olympia. 
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 According to an account of railroads and tramways around Budd Inlet, as early as the 1870s, 

logs were being dumped into the inlet for rafting to mills.4  By the 1870s tugboats were 

towing large log booms in Olympia and also assisting schooners loaded with lumber.5  Noted 

tugboats including the Politkofsy or Polly and Goliah were servicing the lumber business in 

Budd Inlet in the 1880s.6 

According to city directories by 1890, Olympia Steam Navigation Company was providing 

towing services in the city and by 1902-3, Tacoma Tug and Barge operated in the city.   

Tugs Blue Star and Sophie were owned by Captain Fred Tew of the Olympia Tug & Barge 

Company, which was organized in 1903.7 Tew captained the Blue Star and Lemuel Smith, the 

Sophie.   Besides towing logs the Blue Star towed barges even for passengers.8  In 1906, 

Olympia Tug & Barge was operating from Percival Dock with John Percival as agent.9   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Peter Replinger and James S. Hannum, M. D., Atlas of South Puget Sound Logging Railroads, Centralia:  
Gorham Publishing, 2022, 153-174. 
5 “Another large boom of logs is nearly ready for the tug at the East Olympia,” Washington Standard, October 19, 
1878 1. 
6 Tug Goliah was towing an 800,000 log boom, Washington Standard, July 8,1887,3. The tug Politofsky was 
noted in the Olympia harbor in the Washington Standard on May 13, 1887, 3; June 3, 1887, 3 and August 26, 

1887, 3. 
7 “Organized for Business.  Capt. Tew Goes into Tug Boat Business on an Extended Scale,” Morning Olympian, 
April 17 1903, 1. 
8 “Excursion to Finest Picnic Grounds on the Sound,” Morning Olympian, July 26, 1903, 4. 
9 Olympia Polk City Directories, 1903 and 1906. 

 

Francie, Blue Star and Sophie at Percival Dock from Maritime Memories of Puget 

Sound, 154. 
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A company also using the name “Olympia Tug & Barge” was incorporated in 1908 by A. J. 

and Carrie Weston along with Volney C. F. Young operating out of Percival Dock.10  In 1909, 

Olympia Tug & Barge operated from Percival Dock with tugs Olympian and Mary Frances, 

which was built in Olympia by P. Vincent.11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Around the turn of the century many other tugs were in the bay including the A. R. 

Robinson, Fairfield, and Defender, owned by Olympia Captain Walter Griffin.12  

 

                                                           
10 “Tug & Barge Co. is Organized,” Morning Olympian, July 31, 1908, 1. 
11 “Thurston County Transportation Facilities,” in The Coast, The Coast Publishing Co., March 1909, Vol. 17, No. 
3, 170. 
12 “News of City in Brief,” Morning Olympian, October 5, 1900, 3. 

 

 

From The Coast March 1909, 170. 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other towing companies followed and by the 1920s with the advent of the Port of Olympia, 

the three main tugboat companies located in Olympia-- Capital City Tug Co., owned by 

Volney Young, incorporated in 1924;13 Delta V. Smyth Tugs and Barges, owned by Smyth; 

and Olympia Towing, owned by the Willie Family and located on the west side of the Bay--

dominated the Budd Inlet towing.14   Hilliard  A. Davis operated Davis Launch & Tug 

Company for a time in Olympia in the late 1920s.15   By the early 20th century, there were 

more than 200 tugboats on the Sound and as many as 15 tugs in Olympia.16   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
13 Washington State Archives, Articles of Incorporation records. 
14Directory of Olympia City & Thurston County. Seattle: R. L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1902-2022 (titles and 
publication locations vary).  
15 Articles of Incorporation Records at State Archives and Polk City Directory for 1929. 
16 Knutsen, 43. 

 

Defender at Percival Dock. 

 

Virgo Young at Capital City Tug Company Moorage, 

1939.  Knutsen Collection, WSHS.  
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Many tugboats operated towing by attaching a line from a bitt with a winch on the vessel to 

a scow, barge or log raft hence the need for the fantail stern of the boats.  Because of their 

work, the boats were powered by heavy-duty, slow-speed engines which took up a 

significant space in the vessel. The engines were also reversible for guiding vessels. Log rafts, 

a major part of the work of harbor tugs, were made up by boomsmen with pike poles who 

sorted logs and enclosed them with boomsticks which were then chained together forming 

log rafts, towed by tugs.17  The tugs traditionally had manila rope fenders which were 

replaced with rubber tires in later years. 

 

The log raft towing was described by Norm Knutsen, “For towing, the hook [a manila hook 

line, having a large galvanized steel hook on one end] was attached to a boom chain ring at 

one corner of the raft, and the free end of the tow line was wrapped several times on the 

towing bitt.”18  The bitt is a large steel cleat bolted to the deck aft of the wheel made out of 

pipe where the hawser or cable line is attached.19 

 

Olympia was a busy harbor.  Budd Inlet was lined with lumber, shingle and plywood mills as 

well as tank farms, boat builders and log storage. 20  Tugs transported logs from log storage 

areas in the inlet to the mills and also towed barges with dimensional lumber when it was 

milled to waiting ships and barges. The Port of Olympia was established in 1922 and had a 

regular surfeit of ocean-going vessels loading lumber and other products.21  Tugboats are 

                                                           
17 Knutsen, 41. 
18 Knutsen, 41. 
19 Phone interview with George Kurzman, November 8, 2022. 
20 Knutsen, 15. 
21 Image from State Archives. 
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vital for “ship-assist” to guide vessel into docks or to provide access to barges with materials 

being loaded on ships. 

 

A 1953 newspaper article noted that nearly 200 million board feet of lumber was dumped 

into Budd Inlet from trucks and trains which dumped the logs along a specially built spur in 

West Olympia.22  The logs were sorted into booms and rafts for towing to Olympia mills but 

also to other cities.  The logs, brought by train and truck, were stored in “dumps” or log 

storage areas in the inlet.23 

 

By the 1960s, the maritime trade in Olympia was changing.  Three plywood plants 

on the Port fill --Georgia-Pacific, Simpson, and St. Regis closed in the late 1960s.24  

The demand for dimensional lumber declined and area mills closed, but log exports 

for the Asian trade increased from the Port of Olympia. However, logs were no 

longer stored on the water but were kept on dryland prior to shipment, reducing 

the historic need for log booming in the inlet.  Tugs were still needed for ship 

assists and helping launch boats from Long Boat Works and Reliable Welding. 

 

Capital City Tug and Barge dissolved in 1946.25  In 1961, Delta V. Smyth sold five tugs, 

including the Parthia, to Foss Launch & Tug Company (now Foss Maritime).26  Foss operated 

tugs in Olympia for several years.  Olympia Towing was a main tugboat company 

                                                           
22 Knutsen,,18-19. 
23 “Scene of Olympia Booming and Rafting Work,” The Daily Olympian, May 27, 1953, B2. 
24 Olympia Veneer History:  https://apawood.org/data/Sites/1/documents/monographs/7-olympia-veneer-co.pdf 
and Washington Veneer History: https://apawood.org/data/Sites/1/documents/monographs/7-olympia-veneer-
co.pdf.  Some sources date the closure of Simpson to 1969. 
25 Articles of Incorporation records, State Archives. 
26 Abstract of Title for the Parthia, U. S. Coast Guard, Seattle National Archives. 

https://apawood.org/data/Sites/1/documents/monographs/7-olympia-veneer-co.pdf
https://apawood.org/data/Sites/1/documents/monographs/7-olympia-veneer-co.pdf


7 
 

headquartered on the west side of Budd Inlet operating as many as 15 boats.  It was sold in 

the late 1980s to Dunlap Towing but is no longer operating in Budd Inlet. Capital City Towing 

operated by Fred and Dorothy in the 1960s was along the waterfront. Crowley Maritime 

handled Port tug boat needs for a time and Brusco Tug & Barge from Longview currently 

handles towing at the Port of Olympia. 

 

Sites for Tug Boat Heritage Walk—North to South 

Parthia Exhibit Site just south of the Farmer’s Market (planned for completion in 
2023?)  The Parthia is nominated for individual listing to Olympia Heritage 
Register---see National Register Nomination. Washington State Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation | Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic 
Preservation (DAHP) 
 

Capital City Towing Site (site only) near Columbia and B Street. 611 N. Columbia 

A former boom man, Fred A. Chadwick and his wife Dorothy Chadwick operated 

Capital City Towing and Marina (near former Sea Mart) from the 1940s to the 

1960s.  According to his death notice, Chadwick had three vessels:  the Sand Man, 

Elf and Dwarf (formerly the Virgil Young).27 The Chadwicks also owned Standard Oil 

Marina in the late 1950s to 197028 and Pioneer Log Patrol.  They retired in the early 

1970s. 

Delta V. Smyth Tugs & Barges Site (near Budd Bay Café)—Nominated for 

individual listing on the Olympia Heritage Register as a site only. 

Delta V. Smyth (1891-1972] was born in Olympia and was a World War I naval 

veteran. He began his maritime career operating the Oysterman for Brenner 

                                                           
27 “Tugboat Pioneer Dies,”  The Olympian, August, 27, 1995, 103 and Obituary for Fred Chadwick, The Olympian 
August 18, 1995, 28 and Polk City Directories. 
28 Obituary for Dorothy Chadwick, The Olympian, June 2, 2001,C2 and “Chadwicks Retiring,” The Daily 
Olympian, January 1973, 10. 

https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-registers/washington-state-advisory-council-on-historic-preservation
https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-registers/washington-state-advisory-council-on-historic-preservation
https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-registers/washington-state-advisory-council-on-historic-preservation
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Oyster Company and by 1920 started his own tugboat business in Olympia, Delta 

V. Smyth Tugs and Barges Company. Smyth later converted the Oysterman for 

towing and it remained in his fleet.29 A 1929 newspaper article noted that Smyth 

had six tugs and seven barges and employed 23 men. His company towed log 

booms, and barges with lumber, shingles, gravel, hog fuel, oil, wood, lime rock and 

pulp.   

 

 

 

 

 

The firm operated between Olympia, Shelton, Tacoma and Seattle and occasionally 

ports northward.  Each barge hauled about 250,000 feet of lumber and log rafts 

between 350,000 and 600,000 feet.  The article noted that the tug operators had a 

double role—towing logs to the mills and then barging the finished lumber for 

shipment. Smyth had a pilot’s license and owned, in 1929, the diesel tugs—

Lumberman, Oysterman, and Sand Man.  The steam tug Alice and gas tugs 

Olympian and Eau Claire.30  

                                                           
29 Obituary for Delta V. Smyth, The Daily Olympian, October 6, 1972, 1. 

30 “Delta V. Smyth, Born in Olympia Built Up Tug and Barge Business,” The Daily Olympian, June 8, 1929, 6. 

 

Audrey, Oysterman, Mukilteo and Ketchikan at 

Smyth Moorage, 1939. Knutsen Collection, WSHS. 

 

Sand Man hauled out on Smyth railway, 1948.  

Knutsen Collection, WSHS. 
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Over time, the company owned over 30 tugs, including the Sand Man, Oysterman, 

Lumberman, Olympian, Nile, Hoonah and Delta V. Smyth. The tugs had black hulls, buff and 

white deckhouses and buff stacks.31  The Sand Man is listed on the Olympia, State and 

National Registers and was a waterfront floating museum in Olympia, however it is now in 

drydock. 

 

First headquartered at Percival Dock, Smyth later moved his business northward along the 

waterfront to the location which is now near Budd Bay Café.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The business included an office, moorage, a gangway access to the moorage.  The marine 

scow grid for maintaining scows—one of the only such facilities south of Tacoma at the time 

was located nearby.  On the scow grid, scows could be cleaned as the tide receded and 

“anti-fouling” paint applied to the bottoms of the barges to improve towing efficiency.  

Workers even built a fire on a piece of metal to dry out the scow bottoms since the cleaning 

and painting were all done in a tide change32 The marine railway at the Smyth headquarters 

                                                           
31 Knutsen, 72. 
32 Knutsen, 73. 

 

Pictorial Presentation of Olympia 1935, Supplement to The Daily 

Olympian, July 10, 1935, 8 
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had two large sloping timbers and a winch to ratchet the boats onto the cradle where the 

tugs would be accessible for cleaning, maintenance and painting.33  Also in the complex was 

a warehousing building for material, equipment and working space.  Because of their hard 

work, the tugboats often needed parts replacement such as bow, stern and side fenders and 

sheathing.34  The Delta V. Smyth tugs were often reconfigured with new deckhouses and 

other furnishing.  At the moorage, the tugs tied up awaiting towing jobs. 

 

 Smyth's tugs handled lumber, pulp, oil, oysters and logs and at one time rafted logs off 

railroad cars from north of the 4th Street bridge. The tugboats were also guiding vessels for 

larger ships to the Port of Olympia docks. Turning a ship required two tugs—one at the bow 

and one at the stern pushing in opposite directions and the lines were tossed from shore to 

ship for mooring.  A large part of the tug business beginning in the mid-1920s  in Budd Inlet 

was maneuvering the large barges from Simpson Timber in Shelton for loading onto ocean-

going ships at the Port of Olympia. 35 

 

Besides tugs, Smyth and his wife Ruth Van Eaton Smyth and later family members were part 

of a number of other waterfront businesses in the wood and oil industries, including Hardel 

Lumber, Solid Wood Veneer, Ordel Oil, Capital Boom Company and Delson Lumber.  One of 

his tugs, the Sand Man, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, was moored on 

Olympia’s waterfront as a floating museum (now in drydock).  Another of the Smyth boats, 

the Parthia, built in the early 1900s at Winslow in is now being restored as a waterfront 

exhibit by the South Sound Maritime Heritage Association. 

                                                           
33 Knutsen, 75. 
34 Knutsen, 78. 
35 “Tugboats Provide Colorful Role in the Economy,” Daily Olympian, October 29, 1957, 1, 8. 
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Among the Smyth tugs was the Audrey purchased by Smyth in 1939 which had an aft winch; 

the Oysterman, operated as a day boat; the Ketchikan, built in Ballard in 1906; the Alice, a 

former steamer, acquired by Smyth in 1925 and the Olympian  both of which were sold to 

Foss Launch and Tug Company in the 1940s—becoming Simon Foss and Adeline Foss.  The 

Alice (Simon Foss) was later owned by Olympia maritime historian Gordon Newell.  More 

Smyth tugs were the Patty Mae, built in 1930 and the Mukilteo built in 1907; the Audrey; 

the Nile; the Lumberman, built in 1899 and purchased by Smyth in 1924; the Hoonah, built 

in 1919; and the Rufus.36 

 

Delta Smyth sold his business to Foss Launch and Tug (now Foss Maritime) 1961.  At the 

time of the sale, he had five tugs and two barges, but the business at its height operated ten 

tugs and nine barges.37 Foss painted them in green and white Foss colors and operated from 

the Smyth moorage (now near the site of the Budd Bay Café) until the early 1970s, about 

ten years.  By the mid-1970s the waterfront was changing—in part due to a ruling by then 

Lands Commissioner Bert Cole at the urging of the League of Women Voters, spurred by 

Olympian Irene Christie, designating waterfront areas as public places. The City acquired 

land and razed structures.  Eventually three phases of Percival Landing were completed 

beginning in 1978.  Budd Bay Café opened in the late 1980s. 

 

Smyth is remembered annually at the Harbor Days tugboat races in Olympia with the Delta 

V. Smyth trophy to the winner. Smyth also served on the Port Commission. At Smyth’s 

                                                           
36 Knutsen, 72-92. 
37 “Delta V. Smyth Sells to Foss,” Daily Olympian, June 16, 1961,1. 
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death, The Daily Olympian said “he had made his mark on the industrial development of 

Olympia.”38 

Olympia Tug and Barge Company Site (not being nominated—site only) near 

Thurston and Columbia:  Olympia Tug and Barge was incorporated in 1908 by A. J. 

and Carrie Weston with Volney C. F. Young.39  The company built a gridiron at 1st 

and Columbia in 1909.40  Weston also had, by 1909, the Olympian and Mary 

Frances tugs as well as four scows and the gridiron.41 Weston also owned the Sand 

Man completed in 1910 which was used for general towing and sand and gravel 

towing for Olympia Tug and Barge.42 Weston also built derricks along the 

waterfront for gravel bunker in 1912.43  Delta V. Smyth used the name “Olympia 

Tug and Barge” with Weston’s permission and in 1929, Davis Launch & Tug had 

sought to use the name but decided upon Olympia Towing (see information about 

Olympia Towing  below).44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
38  Delta V. Smyth Obituary. 
39 Articles of Incorporation records at Washington State Archives and “Tug & Barge Co. is Organized,” Morning 
Olympian, July 31, 1908, 1  
40 “Do You Remember” Morning Olympian, April 12, 1929, 4. 
41 “Do You Remember,” Morning Olympian, July 23, 1929, 4. 
42 “Ballast Tanks Installed in Tug Sandman,” Morning Olympian, June 11, 1910, 1. 
43 “Derricks Being Built for Huge Gravel Bunkers,” Morning Olympian, March 12, 1912, 1. 
44 “Along the Waterfront,” Daily Olympian, July 6, 1929, 4 and State Archives Incorporation Records. 

 

From Official Souvenir Program, Olympia Centennial, 61. 
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Olympia Sand and Gravel Building (site only--not being nominated) 401 

Columbia. 

Olympia Sand and Gravel was started by the Martin Family45 as a successor to the 

Olympia Tug & Barge gravel business46 and built this building in 1928,47 originally 

among additional outbuildings.  The business was sold to the Willie Family in 1952 

and eventually relocated.48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital City Tug Company 

Volney C. F. Young was an Olympia native who graduated from Olympia High 

School in 1896 and enlisted in the Navy in the Spanish-American War.  He attained 

his pilot’s license (for vessels) in 1902 and went on to work on several steamers 

including the Greyhound, Nisqually, Sol G. Simpson, Magnolia and Verona.49  Young  

was one the incorporators of Olympia Tug & Barge in 1908 (see above) and 

directed the  construction of their tugs Mary Frances and Olympian.  He organized 

Capital City Tug Company in 1917 (officially incorporated in 1924) and owned the 

                                                           
45 “G. D. Martin is Pioneer Firm,” Morning Olympian, November 8, 1939, 22. 
46 “From 3-Horse Team Days,” in “Official Program, Olympia Centennial, Olympia, Washington, May 1-7,, 1950,” 
61. 
47 “New Gravel Office is Neat Building,”  Morning Olympian, October 14, 1928, 2. 
48 “Willie Family Buys Gravel Co.” Morning Olympian, March 30, 1952, 3. 
49 Mike Layton, “One Whale of a Tale,” The Daily Olympian, April 27, 1966,1,2. 

 

DAHP Website 
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company until 1937.  Among his tugs were the Mizpah (built for Young in 1905 

converted from a launch after it burned in 1915), Prospector, Edward A. Young and 

Virgo (Young). 50  In 1913-14 he served as a master on vessels of the Olympia-

Tacoma Navigation Company.  In 1917 he was joined by his brother Edward A. 

Young and Harry Ikerd.  They acquired the Prospector,51 and in 1926, the tug 

Edward A. Young, built in Tacoma. By 1928, the firm had three tugs and four 

barges and handled all of the lumber from McCleary Mills in Shelton to the Port of 

Olympia and were handling incoming and outgoing ships from the Port of 

Olympia.52  Norm Knutsen notes that the company eventually had four tugs—the 

Malamute, Mizpah, Virgo Young (mostly used for harbor work and built in Winslow 

in 1912) and Edward A. Young which was used for towing to other Sound ports. 

The firm was later acquired by Tacoma Tug & Barge.53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
50 Obituary for Volney C. F. Young, The Daily Olympian, December 14, 1967, 3. “Wartime Travel Grief Far Cry 
from Romance of Early Day Voyaging,” The Daily Olympian, July 5, 1943, 1,3. 
51 For more information on the Prospector see:  Gordon Newell,  “Small Tugs Docked Big Ships in the 1920s” in 
Souvenir Edition, 60th Year, Olympia News,,November 6, 1985, 8. 
52 “Tug Company Enjoys Growth,” The Daily Olympian Progress and Development Edition, October 31, 1928,4. 
53 Knutsen, 69-71. 

 

Sunday Olympian, April 20, 1941, 22 
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Harbor Days  (Text edited from Harbor Days History Website: OHD: A History 

(weebly.com)  

“Now a major Puget Sound maritime festival, Olympia Harbor Days began in 1974 as a small, 

one-day gathering of historic vessels at the Port of Olympia marine terminal.    The informal, 

end-of-summer event was organized by the newly-formed Olympia-South Sound Maritime 

Chapter (OSSMC) of the State Capital Historical Association, which operated the State 

Capital Museum.    A year later, in 1975, the OSSMC’s Harbor Day event focused on vintage 

tugboats with addition of the first tugboat race in the South Sound.  This marked a return of 

traditional tug racing in Puget Sound that had ended 20 years earlier in Seattle.    

Olympia’s 1975 tugboat race was limited to tugs that were 25 years old or more. 

Pat Haskett served as chairman of the races for the first ten years, through 1984, and with 

the assistance of his wife Debbie, has been credited with its early successes.  Olympia 

businessman and OSSMC President Orv Parrott was also a big help, and donated all the 

participant plaques.  Delta V. Smyth had donated the perpetual trophies for the race 

winners.  George Warren, of Warren’s Quick Print, produced the posters and programs at no 

cost.   Scott Schoch, now a tug captain for Dunlap Towing of LaConner, was the timer for the 

1976 race and photographer for the early races.     

 

A big factor in the success of Harbor Days through the years stems from its publically-

accessible waterfront site at Percival Landing in downtown Olympia.  The first phase of the 

city’s Percival Landing Park was opened in 1978, providing close-up public access to the tugs 

and a venue for the waterfront fair booths.   

https://maritimeolyorg.weebly.com/ohd-a-history.html
https://maritimeolyorg.weebly.com/ohd-a-history.html
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Harbor Days grew substantially during the 1980s.  At its peak, more than 40 retired and 

active tugs filled Percival Landing harbor in 1987 and 1989. 

 

By 1988, more than 100 arts and crafts booths, and 20 food booths were set up on the 

Park’s boardwalk overlooking the workboats below.  Through the years, tens of thousands 

of people annually have visited the Park’s moorage during Harbor Days to see and 

appreciate the well-maintained tugboats, talk to their owners and crews, and to learn more 

about the colorful history of tugboating on Puget Sound.   

 

Over the years, many of the participating tugs have been members of the International 

Retired Tugboat Association (IRTA).  In the late 1980s, the Association had about 90 

members representing more than 70 vintage tugs in Puget Sound, British Columbia, and 

Alaskan waters.  

 

Through the years, several of the tugboats that participated in Harbor Days have reached 

the 100-year-old milestone, including Rustler (1887), Arthur Foss (1889), Wallace Foss 

(1897), Elmore (1890), Katahdin (1899), Elf (1902), Irene (1902), Lorna Foss (1903), Parthia 

(1906), Marlin II (1906), Gleaner (1908), Excaliber (1908), Reliance (1909), and Sand Man 

(1910).   

 

During its 50 years, Olympia Harbor Days has benefitted from strong organizational and 

volunteer commitment from the OSSMC-SSMHA, Olympia Kiwanis Club, tugboat owners, 

and countless individuals who help put on the festival and races each year.  This family-
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friendly event has grown and continues to attract enthusiastic visitors and tugboat fans.  We 

expect that very positive legacy to continue for many years to come. 

Editor’s Note:  This history includes earlier historical recollections written by the late Patrick 

Haskett for past Harbor Days programs.” 

 

Sand Man—Listed on National, State and Olympia Heritage Registers. (now in 

drydock) 

The Sand Man is significant as an example of the type of working tug boat once 

prominent on Puget Sound, most of which are now gone. These small tugs were 

able to maneuver cargo in and out of the narrow inlets of lower Puget Sound. Only 

a handful of this type of vessel remain and only the Sand Man continues to be 

moored on in its original location on Olympia's waterfront where she spent her 

working life maneuvering cargo associated with the area's economy.  

 

Although the vessel has had elements replaced as one would expect of a wooden 

boat, the Sand Man has many original features and its replaced features have been 

done to duplicate the original. The original motor was replaced two times, 

however the current motor is over 50 years old. The Sand Man was built in 1908 by 

Crawford and Reid shipyard in Tacoma, Washington for A. J. Weston, owner of 

Olympia Sand and Gravel. Weston had commissioned the tug in 1908. After seeing 

a nickel-plated 50 h.p. Frisco Standard gasoline engine on display at the Alaska 

Yukon Exposition in Seattle in 1909 he decided to add that engine to the hull. The 

tug came to Olympia late in 1.910 without its superstructure. That was built by 

Olympia craftsmen including Jake Frisch who built the doors and windows. The 
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boat first towed barges of sand and gravel from a quarry at Steilacoom to a 

company on the Olympia's waterfront, thus her name Sand Man. A new engine, a 

four-cylinder Fairbanks-Morse 100 hp engine was installed in 1922. The bore and 

stroke was 10 1/2 by 12 1/2".   It was one of the first oil engines of the power 

model put into operation on Puget Sound according the Pacific Motor Boat 

Magazine in 1930. The tugboat towed gravel scows between Olympia and 

Steilacoom and could make eight to nine knots.  In 1925, Weston sold the Sand 

Man to Delta Smyth, a local lumberman and operator of a fleet of tug boats. The 

tug maneuvered fuel oil scows, log booms and lumber tows.  

 

In 1944, the Sand Man got the Caterpillar diesel, 120hp six cylinder, 0-130000 

engine which still powers the boat. The boat was sold to Fred W. Chadwick of 

Capital City Towing Company in 1945 (acquisition dates vary) which continued to 

operate the tug on the Olympia waterfront. With the decline in tug boating 

business most of the other members of the tug boat fleet disappeared. Franz 

Schlottman bought the boat in the 1960s and continued it as a working vessel. Bob 

Powell purchased it in 1988 and later donated it to the Sand Man Foundation. The 

tug has always operated on the Olympia waterfront and has been host tugboat for 

"Harbor Days", a local maritime festival in Olympia since its inception in 1975.  At 

the time of the listing on the National Register, there were no other tugboats of 

this vintage in Olympia.   Listed on the National Register in 1998.54 

 

                                                           
54 Adapted from National Register Nomination, NPGallery Asset Detail (nps.gov).  Also see: Tug Boat Sand 
Man (tugsandman.org) 

https://npgallery.nps.gov/AssetDetail/NRIS/98001018
http://tugsandman.org/
http://tugsandman.org/
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Olympia Towing and West Side Log Dump—West Olympia 

Olympia Towing Company owned by the Willie Family for many years before it was 

purchased by Dunlap Towing in the 1980s.   M.C. Willie moved to Olympia in 1919.  

He worked at Olympia Shingle Company which was a cooperative mill on 

Washington Street in Olympia.  Olympia Shingle Company operated until 1972.    

M.C. Willie bought out all of the stock holders of Olympia Shingle Mill in the mid-

1940s and became the sole owner. 

 

In 1927 M. C. Willie started the West Side log Dump and Olympia Towing Company.  He also 

owned Willie Logging Company.  His first partner was Hilliard Davis and later his partner was 

T. H. McCafferty.  They had one railroad dump site on West Bay.  The company had five roll 

ways, rafting pockets and  booming grounds at Tumwater and Mud Bay .  Some of their tug 

boats were the Buckeye (85 feet steam) Leonine (65 feet), Chema (50 feet) Nema (55 feet), 

Clattowa (65 feet) , Virginia, (45 feet) , Leonore (32 feet,)  Burnia (36 feet), Leonine (65 

feet)Johnny Jr. (42 feet)  and Olympic (45 feet) .  Reliable Welding built two tugs for the 

company the Cedar King (built 1970) and the Pintail.  They usually had eight boats moored 

in the bay at one time with six in full-time operation.  The tugs were operated by members 

of the Inland Boatman’s Union. 

Olympia Towing had a 1000 foot long trestle extending into the water just north of Reliable 

Welding (near Rotary Park) where their principle log dump was located.  The docks for the 

tug boats were there as well.  West Side Log Dump had storage in the water all along the 

bay.  They stored logs for mills all over Puget Sound including Seattle, Port Townsend and 

Bellingham.  They contracted for dumping, rafting, storing and towing logs.  The Willie 

Logging Company also bought and sold logs which were rafted in the bay.  Willie also 
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purchased the Mud Bay Logging Company booming grounds in Mud Bay which had two 

truck dumps. 

Olympia Towing also had about six rafting pockets on West Bay as well as rafting pockets ad 

a rail dump on East Bay. 

Gordon and Leroy Willie, M.C. Willie’s sons later owned and operated both the Westside 

Log Dump and the Olympia Towing Company as well as the Olympia Sand and Gravel 

Company. 

Dunlap Towing purchased Olympia Towing in 1989.  Dunlap Towing continues to own the 

operation on West Bay Drive, located at 2003 West Bay Drive.  As of 2005, they had a chip 

reloading business which loads barges with woodchips bound for Port Townsend Paper 

Company.  Dunlap had three dumps-- La Conner, Everett and Olympia.  Olympia is no longer 

operating. 

“Olympia Towing stored logs in the water and serviced ships for log exports into the 1990's 
 
Not only were logs dumped and loaded onto ships for export, domestic logs were either 
dumped locally at facilities on West Bay Drive and towed to mills throughout Puget Sound or 
logs were towed from as far as Canada to Olympia, hauled out of the water and loaded onto 
trucks bound for area mills as far south as Oregon.  This practice continued until the mid 
2000 teens.   
 
Dunlap Towing's tug Cedar King, was the last working harbor tug in Olympia and was built 
by Reliable Steel for Olympia Towing Company and launched in September of 1970. 
 
In its hey day, Olympia Towing operated up to 15 tug boats at one time, serving all of Puget 
Sound as well as Olympia's waterfront.”  (Courtesy of Mac Willie). 
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