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INTRODUCTION 

Most histories of Olympia have focused on the city's role as the state's capitol and/ or the pioneer era. Little 

work has been done on the working-class residents of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. There 

are few traces left of the industries that kept Olympia economically viable for nearly a century - lumber and 

plywood mills, food-processing plants. By the turn of the century, Olympia was a small industrial city, afflicted 

by air and water pollution, sanitation problems, a red-light district, and other"metropolitan" woes. In 1899, mills 

sawed 15,000,000 feet oflumber and 4,000 cords of shingle bolts; these commodities were transported by ship 

and locomotive. Budd Inlet was so polluted by 1906 that its shellfish were no longer edible. Olympia's east-side 

( and other) neighborhoods grew largely in response to employment opportunities in the industries situated 

along the shores of Budd Inlet. Population increases also followed each of the world wars, as servicemen chose to 

settle in the Puget Sound area. 

THE BIGELOW HIGHLANDS NEIGHBORHOOD OF NORTHEAST OLYMPIA 

The Bigelow Highlands is situated on a steep hill east of Budd Inlet. The area was once considered view 

property - homes overlook downtown and Budd Inlet, with glimpses of the Capitol buildings and the Black 

Hills. During the prosperous plywood years - the 1920s to 1950s - residents looked down upon belching smoke

stacks that symbolized economic prosperity. The east-side hill was referred to as"Workingman's Hill" or"Swede 

Hill" by some members of the community. 

The area known today as the Bigelow Highlands is an arbitrary designation. The neighborhood bound

aries, not defined by geographic features, were determined by several pre-existing Olympia neighborhood 
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association boundaries. The Bigelow Highlands neighborhood encompasses the area northeast of the Down

town neighborhood, east of the Bigelow neighborhood, north of the Eastside neighborhood, south of the 

Northeast neighborhood, and west of the Upper Eastside neighborhood. The street boundaries are East Fourth 

Ave. to Yew Ave. (south to north) and Puget St. to Fir St. (west to east). 

The history of the Bigelow Highlands is essentially a twentieth century history. Development began in the 

1880s, but the area really"took off" after the turn of the century. The growth of the Bigelow Highlands was tied 

to infrastructure and industry - the streetcar line up East Fourth to Central St., the importance of the Pacific 

Highway as the major arterial in and out of town, and overall improvements in road conditions. Beginning in the 

1920s, employment opportunities in the plywood mills of the port area drew people to the east side. 

The area was, in many ways, "in between" - equidistant from downtown and farming areas out towards 

Boston Harbor and South Bay. Pine Ave. - two blocks north of the neighborhood's northern boundary - has 

been described as the line beyond which were larger farms - five to ten acres. Puget St. was the main route to the 

agricultural districts north of town before East Bay Dr. was improved in the early 1920s. By 1929, the Olympia

South Bay Highway funneled traffic into the neighborhood along newly-opened State Ave. 

This history concentrates on the time period from first Euro-American settlement through World War II. 

The history is not comprehensive after 1950, although some significant businesses and events of the second half 

of the twentieth century are included. 

The book's chapters are divided into sections: geology and hydrology, pre-history and settlement, neighbor

hood development, residents, and community life. 

WHY THIS BOOK? 

The Bigelow Highlands Neighborhood Association, formed in 1993, was the motivating group for the 

research undertaken and publication of this book. Those of us who live here wanted an understanding and 

appreciation of our neighborhood's history, both as a distinct area and in relation to Olympia's history as a 

whole. "Workingman's Hill" is representative of lower- and middle-class Olympia, a socioeconomic stratum not 

previously documented. By gaining an understanding of the contributions of our neighborhood's residents 

within the context of Olympia's development, we can work to recognize and preserve the modest homes ~nd 

businesses whose occupants played an integral role in the city's economic prosperity of the first half of the 

twentieth century. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

GEOLOGY, HYDROLOGY, LANDFORMS, AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

Wendy Gerstel and Rebecca Christie 

INTRODUCTION 

Landforms and their underlying geology have shaped the development and commerce of Olympia. 

Geology determines the quality and quantity of our groundwater supply, the potential for economic resource 

development, the layout of our infrastructure, as well as our scenic vistas and recreation. Humans have done, and 

continue to do, much to modify their natural surroundings, often in the name of exploiting or extracting re

sources. Although the natural geology holds reign on our surroundings, a substantial amount of earth-moving 

and filling through historic time have altered the physical appearance of both downtown Olympia and the 

Bigelow Highlands neighborhood. Olympia's port and downtown areas are built largely upon fill, some of which 

has been dredged from Budd Inlet. 

The Olympia area has abundant springs, sand and gravel deposits, and clay deposits. On the east side of 

Olympia, as throughout Puget Sound, the late 1800s and early 1900s saw capitalists take advantage of these 

abundant resources. Along with other northwest resources, such as timber, the extraction of seemingly endless 

supplies of sand and gravel shaped much of the area's early economy. Sand and gravel was used for home and 

road foundations, road surfacing, landscaping, and as fill for low-lying tidal and wetland areas. The latter was 

often done to create more buildable land. 

Det11il of Oly111pi11's e11st side J,-0111 1111 1890 rngr1111i11g by Edw11rd L1111ge. The 111ulti-story bui/di11g 011 the upper right is the old 
W11shi11gto11 Scl,ool (where the N11tio1111/ Gu11rd Annory st11 11ds tod11y). The 1111/ buildi11g 011 E11st B11y Dr. is the -Oly111pi11 
Collegi11te Institute. (Reproduced J,-0111 11 copy i11 the 1950 Oly111pi11 Crnte1111i11 / Sottvrnir Prngr11111; 011111ersl,ip of origi1111/ 
rngr1111i11g 1111k11011m) 
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THE GEOLOGY 

To fully understand the evolution of our local landscape, one would need to go back in geologic time at 

least several million years. However, the more recent effects of the glaciers that occupied the Puget Sound area, 

the reason for our sand and gravel resources, our springs and wetlands, our recreational opportunities, and our 

spectacular viewpoints require a trip of only a few hundred thousand years. During that time, and until about 

11,000 years ago, glaciers inundated the Puget Sound at least four separate times, both from the north and from 

the surrounding mountains to the east and west. These glaciers were responsible at different times for both 

excavating and filling the Puget Trough and its tributary valleys. The steep bluffs and layers of different types of 

sand, gravel, clay, and boulders attest to the different environments surrounding a glacier as it approaches, 

occupies, and then melts or retreats from an area. The legacy left by the glaciers will continue to influence life in 

Olympia. 

The glaciers that reached Olympia from the north originated on the broad continental plateau of what is 

now Canada, extending into the lowland areas of what is now the northern United States. One of these huge 

tongues of continental ice invaded Puget Sound and the Straits of Juan de Fuca as it was diverted south and west 

by the Olympic Mountains. The obvious north-south orientation of the waterways of the Puget Sound region 

were cut by huge streams flowing under the ice and into the thick sequence of sediments deposited by the last 

advancil).g glacier and its predecessors. At slightly asynchronous times alpine glaciers also fed sediment into the 

Puget Lowlands via smaller streams of ice originating in the Olympic and Cascade Mountains. 

Glaciers can carry an immense amount of rock and soil picked up along their journey, slowly working 

this debris into smaller and smaller pieces until some of it ·becomes fine silt or clay known as glacial "flour:' 

Dense, hard rock (such as fine-grained granite) is more resistant to the abraiding and weathering processes and 

often survived the trip as boulders of varying size. These larger boulders, called erratics, make nice garden 

ornaments with their fluted and striated surfaces. Pieces of these granitic rocks found in the Puget Sound region 

provide the evidence that continental glaciers originated in Canada. This type of rock is not found "in place" in 

our surrounding mountains, and therefore had to have been transported from sources in the north and north

east. The strength and mineral make-up of granitic rock makes the sand and gravel containing it very durable 

and therefore desirable for construction. 

A common misconception is that as a glacier melts, it actually backs its way up a valley or back to its 

point of origin. A more realistic picture is a region of dirt-covered stagnating pieces of melting ice (from hun

dreds of feet to many miles across) with lakes and streams forming on, under, and between the ice blocks. These 

slowly disintegrate, leaving behind an uneven surface underlain by discontinuous layers or zones of gravels, 

sands, silts, and clays, each with unique characteristics of permeability or hydrologic conductivity ( the ability to 

transmit water). 

THE HYDROLOGY 

The hydrology of the Olympia area is directly affected by the permeability characteristics of the glacial 

sediments. Water travels easily through coarse porous sediment, and along surfaces of finer sediment with low 
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permeability. The glacial deposits of the Puget Sound provide numerous examples of this type of sediment 

layering and its effects on groundwater movement. Where contacts (boundaries) between such layers intersect 

the ground surface we find springs. And where the porous water-bearing layers are trapped below layers of low 

permeability, the water is under pressure. Once tapped into by well drilling, this water reaches the surface as an 

artesian well. Olympia is known to have at least 90 artesian springs or wells that once supplied most of the town's 

drinking water. 

Coming up the east-side hill from Budd Inlet, there are numerous artesian springs and seeps between 

East Bay Dr. and Tullis St. One of these, the Bigelow Springs at Quince and Bigelow, has recently been turned 

into a park. A spring-fed stream runs behind the houses in the 1100 block of Olympia Ave. 

There are springs behind the East Bay Harbor condominiums at 908-920 East Bay Dr. ( on the former 

Charles and Sally Eaton property), and behind the Harbinger Inn at 1136 East Bay. In 1884, Xavier Hosneider 

built a brewery at the site of today's Harbinger Inn. "The new brewery was located over one of the town's finest 

springs, but the product never achieved the popularity of the old cream lager made with the brackish water of 

the shallow downtown well. The new enterprise failed to flourish and was soon closed" (Newell, p. 105). Victor 

E. Meyer built a home at the site in 1910. An artesian well on the hillside above the house drains into a corner of 

the basement and is transported through a cement viaduct into a storage pool equipped with a pump. Extensive 

drain fields are under the basement and water still flows freely through its viaduct. Emma Riddle operated a 

massage and treatment center known as the"Nervatorium'' in the building from 1924 to 1949. 

~-P-<ML g 1/-d;;;;_ , e'&~- ~L ,@frn/'<<r / 
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Within the boundaries of today's Bigelow Highlands, there is a spring that supplied water to Olympia's 

earliest piped water system, and two former gravel pit sites. Prior to i924, Thurston Ave. was named Spring St. 

The most significant spring in the Bigelow Highlands is located between Tullis and Bethel Streets, just north of 

Olympia Ave. The spring is found up the hill from the site of the former Pattison residence on Olympia Ave. 

This spring was used as a water source for William N. Horton's Washington Water Pipe Manufacturing and 

Water Company. 

In his 1895 history of Olympia, John Rathbun writes that "W. N. Horton increased the water service 

this summer [1878] by constructing a reservoir on the property of James Pattison on the eastside and laid a four

inch pipe to connect with the Tumwater main at Third street. The remains of this reservoir still exist near the 

corner of Third [present-day State Ave.] and Tullis streets on Pattison's Addition:• An article in the May 25, 

1878 Washington Standard corroborates this information, and reports that"This will not only give an increased 

and uninterrupted supply of water, but improve the quality, as the new reservoir will be filled by clear springs, 

flowing directly from the hillside:' 

In the 1930s, John Robinson sold watercress he 

collected at the spring to neighborhood residents. "I 

would gather watercress out of there, and I could get a 

wagon full of watercress and make myself 20 cents on 

a Saturday pulling and washing down the watercress, 

getting it really nice, and for a nickel you'd get a batch 

of watercress. And it was kind of a rarity, there wasn't 

that much available .. :· 

Today, the spring is on city property, across 

from a private residence at 1259 Olympia Ave. The 

surrounding terrain was altered in the early twentieth 

century by a gravel pit, a wood-lot operation, and street development. What remains of the spring now flows 

into an underground stormwater drain. 

EARLY LANDSCAPE MODIFICATIONS 

Irregularities in the land surface, part of the legacy left behind by the glaciers, were either filled or graded 

depending on the intended use for the site. Roads were excavated to achieve consistent grades, and building sites 

were leveled or created with fill. 

The east-side hill (as well as much of downtown) was vastly modified by surficial land-moving. An 1890 

real estate advertisement for the College Heights Addition ( the area from Bigelow to Yew, and Quince to Tullis) 

reads: "College Heights Addition. Will be ready as soon as the graders get through leveling the tract. This is 

unquestionably the handsomest residence property in Olympia. Keep your eye on the graders:' In 1911, the 

Carlyon fill eliminated Swantown Slough and created 29 blocks ofland in downtown Olympia. In 1913, the first 

residence was placed on the fill, on Legion Way east of Jefferson. When State Ave. was cut through in 1926, the 
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Olympian reported that"Some sections of the street have never been opened and between Tullis and Central 

street there is 40,000 yards of dirt to be removed." 

Catharine Bracy lived on the southwest corner of State 

and Puget from 1911 to 1923. Mrs. Bracy described the area east 

of Tullis and Third (State] before State was cut through:"Well, 

the hump is still there ... that was just a great big mountain-like. 

That come right down to Tullis ... you couldn't get through there at 

all...I mean on Central, at Fourth ... Behind the drugstore ... You see, 

they took that all out ... They opened it up and opened State clear 

through, after we moved:' Evidence of chis feature is visible behind 

the Olympia View Office Building. The home at 1418 East Fourth 

is on top of what remains of the "hump:' 

Mrs. Bracy went on to describe modifications to the landscape near her grandmother's house at 1204 

East Fourth Ave., between Puget and Tullis: "There was a lovely barn right on Fourth St. in the middle of the 

block, up Puget to Tullis. Only at that time (it] was a hole ... before they started the lot that she built her house 

on was a hole ... the ground down in there was a lot lower. But then they filled that in. They hauled dirt:' 

WETLANDS 

Wetlands form where the groundwater table is high relative to the ground surface, or where sediments 

of limited permeability hold seasonal runoff at the surface. The latter are usually only seasonal features; the 

former persist throughout the year. Both exist in the Olympia area. The success of the blueberry plantations 

located to the north-northeast of the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood can be attributed to low-lying areas that 

maintain a high water table throughout the year. 

The site of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ( on Puget St. between Yew and Pine) used 

to be a seasonal wetland, according to Le Roy Hoage, who lived at 915 Tullis St. from 1917 to about 1938: "Th; 

filled up with water in the winter ... When we lived up there, there'd get to be 3 or 4 feet of water over that land ir 

the winter .. .! came back after years, and they built houses in there, and I never could figure out how they could. 

It would freeze hard enough to get on out there, just in your shoes, we didn't have ice skates, but we used to go 

out and slide around on that .. :' 

GRAVEL RESOURCES 

As stated earlier, the gravel resources of the area provided an economic opportunity for early resident: 

Extracting the resource justified much of the regrading that was done. The Tullis St. gravel pit was operated l 

the city street department from at least 1910 until at least 1929. In April 1929, Ed Henderson presented a 

petition to the City Commission requesting repair of "the dangerous condition existing at the City gravel pit 

near Tullis Street, by reason of a high bank:' Standing on Tullis at the intersection o~ Prospect, one can see a 

depression stretching from Prospect to Thurston on the east side of Tullis. This landscape has clearly been 
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Dr.John C. McClelland, who platted the property in December 1905," ... made improvements to his 

property, such as the grading and filling in of the block of the old brick yard on East Fourth street, added much 

to the permanent improvement of the city" (Morning Olympian, December 15, 1908). 

EARTHQUAKES 

The geology of the Puget Sound adds another element of excitement for residents of the area. Several 

shallow crustal faults, as well as the deeper and larger Cascadia Subduction Zone, have formed seams where 

rocks grind and slide past each other intermittently throughout geologic time. The magnitude 7.1, 6.5, and 6.8 

earthquakes of 1949, 1965, and 2001, respectively, are reminders of those powerful forces. 

Earthquakes and human response to earthquake damage can alter our communities. Immediately after 

the April 1949 earthquake, one-way traffic was instituted on Fourth and State as a temporary relief measure. 

There was rubble lying in the downtown business district, and the subsequent shoring and scaffolding of 

damaged buildings severely restricted the street width available for moving traffic. This temporary measure, 

when considered with increasing traffic volumes, led the city government to make the change permanent, much 

to the chagrin of many east-side business owners. While the switch to one-way streets may have occurred 

'anyway, the earthquake damage forced the issue into the limelight. These effects are minimal relative to the 

potential effects of a large Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake. 
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CHAPTER Two 

EARLY HUMAN HABITATION, EuRo~AMERICAN EXPLORATION AND 

SETTLEMENT 

This chapter gives a very brief overview of the First People and Euro-American discovery, exploration, and 

settlement. The Bigelow Highlands area was sparsely inhabited until about four decades after the pioneers 

claimed downtown. 

"STEH-CHAss" AND EARLIEST HUMAN HABITATION 

Anthropologists identify the Indians of southern Puget Sound as part of the Puget Sound Salish. In 

aboriginal times, the Puget Sound Salish identified themselves by family or household name and the village or 

location where they lived. Tribal names such as Squaxin or Duwamish were used to refer to groupings of 

different local bands. Today's descendents of the Budd Inlet-area Indians are mostly members of the Squaxin 

and Nisqually tribes. 

Archaeological sites and accounts of early explorers and settlers indicate that the shores of Budd Inlet were 

a gathering place for neighboring tribal groups. The old village site to the west of downtown Olympia was 

known as Bls-tcE'txud, "frequented by black bears;' because it was a favorite spot for hungry bears to come after 

hibernation and grub for skunk cabbage roots in the swampy ground. According to T. T. Waterman (1920, p. 

114 ), the name StEtc!a's came into use after white occupation - it's believed to mean "splicing two things to

gether;' a probable reference to the causeway built across Budd Inlet by settlers to connect the east and west 

shores. Other accounts state that the approximate phonetic equivalent to "the place where bears gather" is "Steh

chass" in Nisqually dialect (Meany, p. 197; Palmer and Stevenson, p. 61-62). In Chinook jargon, the language 

used in the treaties, the term for "place of the bear" is "Schiet-woot" (Hitchman, p. 217) or "Cheetwoot;' and 

appears in some early accounts describing Olympia. 

The lifestyle of the Puget Sound Indians depended on the bounty of the Sound, the beaches, and adjacent 

woods and prairies. The primary food source was from the water: salmon, clams, geoducks, whelks, mussels, 

moon snails, barnacles, and limpets. In addition, men hunted or snared deer, elk, black bear, bobcat, wolf, 

muskrat, beaver, otter, marten, rabbit and squirrel. Camas and other bulbs and roots were harvested with digging 

tools of ironwood. Nuts, acorns, and berries were gathered into baskets woven from cedar roots and grasses. 

The hills cradling Budd Inlet were densely forested with Douglas fir, hemlock, and spruce trees. The 

forests contained cedars used for winter houses and dugout canoes. During the 1850s (with the exception of 

1855-1856) and into the 1870s, Indians lived in the downtown area and traded with the settlers. Mrs. Samuel 

Percival wrote in 1853 that"All along the beach were Indian huts and the whole beach was lined with canoes:' 

Indians inhabited a dwelling near Chinook St. (present-day Columbia St.) and Fourth Ave. 
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EURO-AMERICAN EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT 

Early Euro-American forays into the area include the Vancouver expedition of 1792, the Hudson's Bay 

Company activities beginning in the 1820s, and the Wilkes U.S. Exploring Expedition in 1841. As Euro

American settlers moved in and secured land, cities began to spring up, most times locating on choice waterfront 

property. Budd Inlet is named for Lieutenant Thomas Budd, a member of the Wilkes party. The site of what is 

now Olympia was claimed by pioneers Levi Smith and Edmund Sylvester in 1846; after Smith's death in 1848, 

the townsite passed to Sylvester, who platted the city in 1850. In 1848, on the east side of Budd Inlet, the 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate, a French Catholic missionary group, established a mission; this is present-day 

Priest Point Park. 

DONATION LAND CLAIMS 

To attract settlers to the northwest, the United States government passed a series of generous land grant 

acts. Most land in the Puget Sound region was acquired under the Donation Land Grant Acts of 1850 and 

1851, the Preemption Land Act of 1855, and the Homestead Act of 1862. 

The Oregon Territory Donation Land Act of 1850 granted 320 acres to single men or 640 acres to married 

couples over 18 who settled in the area by December 1, 1850. A revision of the Act in effect from 1851-1855 

granted 160 acres (single) or 320 acres (married). The Preemption Act, passed in 1841 and extended to the 

Washington Territory from 1852-1891, allowed an additional 160 acres to heads of families or single men who 

did not already own at least 320 acres. 

The qualifications of the Act required that the claimant live on his or her land for the majority of the year 

and make substantial improvements, such as clearing the natural vegetation and cultivating crops. Within the 

first three months of settlement, notification had to be filed in the land office, and not more than nine months 

later, proof had to be made of a year's residence and cultivation, accompanied by the affidavits of two disinter

ested witnesses. Clear patent, or title, was granted after four consecutive years of proof of residence. 

THE MEDICINE CREEK TREATY, INDIAN w ARS, AND OLYMPIA 

The Medicine Creek Treaty of 1854, the first of the U.S.-Indian treaties in the Washington Territory, 

involved the Indians who occupied the lands and inlets of southern Puget Sound. In the fall of 1855, Indian 

hostilities spurred Michael T. Simmons, the Indian Agent at Olympia, to round up local Indians and intern 

them on temporary reservations on Squaxin Island or Fox Island. A blockhouse was built at Sixth (Legion) and 

Main (Capitol). After the Indian uprising had passed, a number of the Indians returned and lived in dwellings 

on the beach, where they made a meager living gathering and selling oysters and clams to local housewives; some 

of the Indian women took in washing. The last Indian village site remaining in Olympia was burned in the 

1870s - the inhabitants were evicted due to a smallpox scare. Members of the Squaxin Island and Nisqually 

Tribes continue to inhabit the southern Puget Sound region today. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

DONATION LAND CLAIMS IN THE BIGELOW HIGHLANDS 

Today's Bigelow Highlands neighborhood is built upon parts of three Donation Land Claims: those of 

John M. Swan, Daniel R. Bigelow, and William N. and Sarah S. Ayers . 
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S11bdivisio11al li11es. (So11thwest Regio11, Was/Ji11gto11 State Archives) 

JoHNM.SwAN 

John M . Swan, a native of Greenock, Scotland, lived many places before 

settling in Olympia in 1850. He traveled first to eastern Canada, then boarded a 

ship rounding Cape Horn to Chile, moved on to the California gold rush of 

1849, and then intended to settle on Vancouver Island. He disliked the terms of 

the British land laws, and continued south to Olympia by ship in 1850. In 1851, 

Swan claimed 317.50 acres (Donation Land Claim no. 41) on the east side of 

the tidal mudflats. Swan's Addition to the City of Olympia was platted in 1859. 

The original land survey describes this property as containing timber of fir, 

hemlock, cedar, and maple; the undergrowth was salal, briars, willow, and ferns. 

Swan's plat extended north to present-day Thurston Ave., where it intersected 

Bigelow's claim. Swan was a nurseryman and a shipbuilder. Many old orchards 

are from nursery stock imported by Swan. He served as an Assessor of Internal 

Revenue and as a Thurston County Commissioner from 1876 to 1882. Swan 

was prominent in the Odd Fellows, holding several high-level offices. H e left 

Olympia in 1897 to serve as the superintendent of the Washington Odd 

Fellows Home in Walla Walla, where he died in 1904. 
Joh11 M. Sivan. (Was/Ji11gto11 State 
Historical Society, Taco111a. State 
Capital M11sw111 Collectio11) 
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D1111iel R. Bigelow. (Bigelow Ho11se 
M11se11111 Collectio11) 

WILLIAM N. AND SARAH S. AYERS 

DANIEL R. BIGELOW 

Daniel R. Bigelow, a native of Belleville, New York and a Harvard

educated lawyer, came west by wagon train over the Oregon Trail, then sailed 

by schooner from Portland to Olympia in November 1851. Bigelow estab

lished a law office, and filed a 160-acre Donation Land Claim (no. 39) in 

1853. His claim extended from the bay east to present-day Frederick St. and 

from present-day Thurston Ave. to Yew Ave. He married Ann Elizabeth 

White, a school teacher, in June 1854. Bigelow codified the Territorial Laws 

of the Oregon Territory in 1853, and later served in the Washington Territo

rial legislature. He supported women's suffrage, abolition, and temperance. 

Bigelow's public service also included County Treasurer, Auditor, Prosecuting 

Attorney, and Superintendent of County Schools. He was also President of 

the Board of Trustees of the Puget Sound Wesleyan Institute. In 1880, 

Bigelow listed his profession as farmer, rather than lawyer. The Bigelow 

house, constructed by 1860, is at 918 Glass Ave. NE. Daniel R. Bigelow died 

in Olympia in 1905, at the age of 81. 

William N. and Sarah S. Ayers, Wisconsin natives, arrived in Olympia in September 1854, and filed a 

claim for 296 acres in October 1854. Within today's Bigelow Highlands boundaries, the Ayers' claim extended 

from East Fourth Ave. north to Thurston, and from Bethel St. east up the hill to Fir. 

Sarah S. Ayers. (Bigelow House M11sw111 
Collectio11) 
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In 1856, W. N. Ayers advertised 

in the newspaper as a dealer in "Tin 

Ware, Cook, Box, and Parlor Stoves:' 

In the late 1850s, Ayers became a 

partner with George A. Barnes in a 

general merchandise business. In the 

1860 census, Ayers listed his trade as 

merchant, and advertisements appear 

in the 1860 Pioneer and Democrat for 

"Ayers and Williams, successors to 

Barnes and Ayers:' 

In February 1864, William Ayers 

was in Lawrence, Kansas. The Ayers 

are not listed on the 1870 census; their 

reasons for leaving Washington Wil/i11111 N. Aym. (Bigelow Ho11Se 
M11sw111 Collectio11) 
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W.N.AYERS, 
Df.:AL&R Jff 

TlN WARE, GOOK, BOX, AND PARLOR STOVES) 
()l;pmpia, Wash.ingt(jh Terri~Ol'.Y• 

ALSO; constantly on. hand, an assortment or H1trd• 
ware, Copper, and Sheetiron Ware, and made. lo order. 

All kinds of 'repairing, in his li.ne. <lone with neat• 
ness .and dispalc:;h . 

.:Nov, 23. 1856-yly, 

Advertisement from the December 19, 1856 Pioneer and Democrat. 

Territory are unknown. William and Sarah Ayers were residents of Fort Smith, Arkansas in March 1885, when 

attorney Daniel R. Bigelow handled the division and sale of their entire claim, platting Ayers' Addition to the 

City of Olympia. Blocks 1, 18, and 19 of Ayers' Addition are within the Bigelow Highlands boundaries. The 
Fourth Ave. hill was known as Ayers' hill up into the early twentieth century. 

G. A. n,\11XE~. W. ~. AYEHS. 

BARNES & AYERS, 
WilfJLE:-i,\LI·~ .\~() HETAIL l>f::\l.EI!~ IN' 

Hardware> 
STOVES & TIN-WARE, 

Au;dt·nlfn1·nl T1nptl1n<'ilB, ,'Cc., .. tt..~. 
1l/,1i11 ,\'t, ·rrf, '/'l,ru JJo(lr.1 ,,IJlll'r t!:r · l'o.1/ Offir1· 

Olympia, Dec. :!2, 181:G. no.[J-yly. 

Advertise111ent from tlie October 30, 1857 Pioneer a11d Democrat. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

EARLY TRANSPORTATION AND TRAVEL ALONG THE PACIFIC HIGHWAY 

EARLY TRANSPORTATION 

Overland travel was difficult due to the forested landscape and unimproved, muddy roads. The first wharf 

was built in 1848 on the west side of Budd Inlet. In 1851, when Olympia became the Custom House on Puget 

Sound, ships carrying salmon, shingles, wood and spars went out of Olympia. By 1853, most transportation was 

by steamer - sidewheelers and sternwheelers. Sam Percival's dock, on the east side of Budd Inlet, was built in 

1860. In the 1890s, a rail spur connected the electric streetcars to Percival's dock. In 1926, Percival's dock was 

sold to Captain Lovejoy, owner of Puget Sound Freight Lines, and steamers were replaced by modern ships. The 

motorcar was a common sight by 1920; the 1920s witnessed a shift from steamboating to automobile and 

highway transportation. 

FROM AYERS' HILL TO EAST FOURTH A VE. 

East-side residential and business growth is closely tied to street development. Today's East Fourth Ave. 

has had many names: Ayers' Hill, the Olympia-Steilacoom Road, the Pacific Highway, State Road No. 1, U.S. 

99, and East Fourth St. Before Interstate 5 was opened in December 1958, East Fourth St. was a busy, con

gested highway linking Olympia with the rest of the state. 

Fourth St. (and the east-side hill) was known as Ayers' Hill because William and Sarah Ayers' Donation 

Land Claim was up the hill from John Swan's. Boundary St. is the north-south line between the two claims. 

Writer J. C. Rathbun noted that in 1872 "Ayers' hill on the east side had been giving considerable trouble to 

teamsters. Of clayey soil, the wet weather made it nearly impassable. This fall ditches were dug on the sides and 

cedar puncheons laid to the top of the hill" (Rathbun, p. 60). 

Tlie Pacific HiglHvny - also rnlled tlie Oly111pin -Steilncoo111 Road - as n cordc1roy (pc111clieo11) rand i11 tlie 111id- to late 1880s. Tlie view is looking to tlie 
west J,-0111 jctst tvest of tlie i11tersectio11 of East Foctrtli and Centrnl St. (Lacey Mr1sw111, A. Hartsock Collectio11) 
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The Washington Standard of May 28, 1880, reported that "The Ayers Hill, in East Olympia, is yielding to 

the combined assaults of pick and shovel. When the grading is completed one of the principal thoroughfares to 

the country will be materially improved thereby:• 

In 1880 and 1881, the City Council authorized funds for street improvements for Ayers' Hill (Rathbun, p. 

75, 77), and in 1883, "the city council undertook the mammoth task of grading Fourth Street through 

Swantown" (Rathbun, p. 80). The Washington Standard of September 5, 1884 reported that "A splendid job has 

just been completed in East Olympia upon the streets. Wherever a deep grade has been cut down to the clay 

hardpan, a heavy layer of coarse gravel has been spread over the highway and excellent crossings put down:• 

As the road was improved, real estate transactions increased. In 1889, Oley R. Simenson purchased and 

platted 2.75 acres on the north side of the Pacific Highway. In 1889 and 1890, many other properties within a 

few blocks of the Pacific Highway were platted for future development. 

By 1890, East Fourth St. was graded to the eastern city limits, present-day Fairview St. The Washington 

Standard reported that"the grade up Ayer's hill is now so slight and uniform that a carriage horse need not break 

a trot in going from the bottom to the summit:' 

The City Council minutes of October 13, 1892 read:"Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of 

Olympia, that it be and is hereby ordered that Fourth Street be improved by graveling the same from Central 

Street to Fairview Avenue according to specifications and estimate to be furnished by the City Engineer, accord

ing to the provisions of Ordinance No. 588; the said improvement to be completed on or before thirty days after 

the date the contract is awarded. On a motion of McBratney to adopt the resolution Abbott, Frisch, McBratney, 

Phipps, Sickels and Talcott voted aye-6-Ward absent. Motion carried:' 

THE EAST-SIDE STREETCAR LINE 

Olympia's streetcars operated from 1890 to 1933. On March 28, 1889, George M. Savage and his associates 

were granted a franchise to run a railway on Fourth St. and other streets on the east side for a period of 25 years 

(Rathbun, p. 91). The rails for the street railway were shipped from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Murphy, "Mere 

Mention," August 30, 1889). For the first 4 years, the trolleys were horse-drawn. In 1892, the Olympia-Tumwater 

-.... • . ~--
:--· ... --- ..... _ 
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electric railway received"five handsome palace-cars" 

built by the Pullman Company. Some of the cars were 

open-air cars, and were "painted white, picked [sic] with 

gold and bear the inscription'Olympia and Tumwater.' 

... The interior of the cars is a handsome sample of 

superior and modern workmanship. The seats are 

upholstered with moquette carpet, and the woodwork 

is handsomely finished and polished in panelled maple, 

cherry and ash. The cars are wide and roomy, and at 

each window is an electric button by which the passen

gers can signal to the conductor and brakeman. Elec-
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tricity supplies both light and heat, and guard gates on the outside to protect passengers from cars coming in the 

opposite direction" (Olympia Tribune.July 18, 1892). 

In 1892, the east-side trolley went as far as Puget St.; service was extended up the hill to Central St. around 

1904-05. There was a passenger shelter on the northwest corner of East Fourth and Central. The shelter was 

there until the latter 1920s. Dora Afflerbaugh described the shelter as wooden, about 10' x 12', with seats on 

three sides - the walls were all cut up and marked with people's initials. ''.And you went in there out of the rain 
and waited:' 

T/1e W. D. Fuller Buildillg, 1428 East Fourth, rn. 1926. The enst-side streetcm· lille ended at Central St.; the streetrnr shelter 0 11 the comer was go/le by 
October 1929. (Washillgtoll State Historirnl Society, Taco/Ila . State Capital Musetllll Collectioll) 

Central Drug was located at the end of the east-side line. George and Kathryn Gunstone took over Centra 

Drug in 1929. Mrs. Gunstone recalled," ... there was one man that later on became a bus driver. And he'd come in 

every time he'd come up ... he got tired of sitting on that streetcar and I understood that. So he'd come in and he'd 

talk to me ... Anyway, there was one man who was a little old fellow and he didn't like this fellow who came into 

the store. If there was any complaint at all it was 'because he was sitting up there talking to that woman in the 

drugstore.' But, he was so bored with just sitting in that car all the time ... he'd say, 'Oh, I've got to go!' and it'd be 

the right time and he'd dash out and go. It didn't bother us any. It was his job:' 
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One of the streetcar motorman, John Stokes, lived in the home on the northwest corner of Central and 

Prospect. 

Andy Langford described how the motorman would switch the trolley aerial to reverse direction at the end 

of the east-side line: "There was a line suspended from either side of the street and they had a trolley that 

they'd . .. that would pull it down and put it up the other way, so the trolley was always behind this thing. So 

when they came up the hill, it was behind and as they went down the hill, it was behind, too. They had to move 

their change box from one end of the streetcar to the other. Then they moved the trolley from one way to the 

other. (It took] just a very few minutes. Just almost no time at all. Long enough to pull the trolley down and walk 

around, swing it around and put it back on again ... Well, as the conductor would go through, he'd change the 

seats, you see. Every one had a handle on the corner so ... he'd just flip them ... it was like flipping pages:' 

Erik Erickson was about eight when the streetcars stopped running. He recollected that riders would put 

either a nickel or a token in a small fare box. The box was built in on a stand, and a handle like a pencil sharp

ener handle separated the tokens from the coins. 

In September 1933, the Puget Sound Power and Light Company informed the city commissioners that it 

wanted to be released from its street railway franchise. The trolleys were discontinued in 1933 (city ordinance 

2222) . In February 1934, a crew of about eight men removed the streetcar tracks from East Fourth Ave. "Re

moval of the tracks is included in the project calling for laying of new sewer pipe along Fourth avenue prior to 

actual resurfacing and widening of the highway" (Daily Olympian, February 20, 1934). The road was closed to 

traffic for several months. 

The trolley car could not compete with the motor car; it was viewed by many as "a proletarian and some

what frowsy hindrance to unrestricted automobile traffic" (Newell, p. 378). The streetcars were replaced by 

Dodge buses run by Olympia Transit. The trolleys were hauled off to a junkyard in Tacoma. 

MORE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 

Catharine Bracy's family moved to a home at Third (State) and Puget in 1911. When asked whether she 

remembered when East Fourth was paved, Mrs. Bracy said,"Oh, yes. Yes, because when we moved, there wasn't 

any pavement ... it was gravel and wooden sidewalks. I was telling my kids the other day, the wooden sidewalks, a 

lot of them were up a ways, you know, and there were holes down underneath. I bet if you ever lost your nickel or 

your dime or your penny when you were going to the store, you were out ofluck. You couldn't get down in that 

hole and get your money back, that's for sure ... the sidewalk was boards, usually cracks in between them. There 

were a lot of places that didn't have the sidewalks. Of course Fourth St. was the main drag when I was a little 

kid:' 

The 1913 Legislature designated the Pacific Highway as one of nine"primary roads," and the city passed an 

ordinance (1233) providing for the paving of East Fourth up to Eastside. Fourth St. was paved from Eastside to 

Fairview in 1915. Beginning in 1915, the Olympia Light and Power Company ran a 35-horsepower Overland 

"auto bus" which met the electric trolleys at Central St., the end of the east-side line, and shuttled passengers to 

Lacey and Boulevard Rd. points. 
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View looki11g 11orth across a11 m1paved East Fourth Ave., ca. 1905. 
Joe Mell is i11 the foregro1111d. The Woodcook house, 11ear tl,e corner 
of Lybmge1; is i11 the backgro1111d. The Salvatio11 Army (former 
Presbyteria,1 Church) b11ildi11g occupies the site today. (Courtesy of 
Dom Afjlerba11gl1) 

The first state project to be undertaken under the 

Federal Aid Road Act program of 1916 was "the paving 

with Portland cement concrete of 3.52 miles of the 

Pacific Highway from Olympia east" (Washington State 

Highway Commission, 1960, p. 7) . In 1923, the Pacific 

Highway became known as State Road No. 1. 

"In the spring of 1926, the city authorities and the 

state highway authorities came to an agreement that the 

Pacific Highway should, by the state acquiring some 

additional right of way east of the city limits, make 

connection with State Avenue at the east city limits so 

that travel entering the city from the east over the Pacific 

Highway could enter over State Avenue as well as over 

Fourth Avenue; the state, by appropriate signs, to 

indicate State Avenue instead of Fourth Avenue as the 

Pacific Highway, though leaving the Fourth Avenue 

connection with the Pacific Highway undisturbed so 

that travel would continue to be as free to enter the city 

over Fourth Avenue as over State Avenue" (Washington 

State Supreme Court. Appeals of A. L. Johnson et al., 
No. 21075). 

Beginning in 1926, the stretch of State Ave. from Tullis to Central was excavated and graded, and State 

Ave., "a new arterial highway;' was paved from East Bay Dr. to the city limits (Fairview). In 1927, the cement 

concrete pavement of East Fourth Ave. within the city limits was 20 feet wide. State Ave. had 24 feet of concrete 

pavement with a wide shoulder ( the right-of-way was 60 feet) . Local Improvement District 417 assessments 

were contested by some property owners, and an appeal reached - but was not heard by - the State Supreme 

Court. Attorney Thomas O 'Leary quoted Charles Signer, City Engineer, in an excerpt from the Morning 

Olympian.January 3, 1928:"The improvement of State avenue was made at an expense of $70,000 with the 

understanding that it would be opened through and paved and be made the Pacific highway, and unless the 

connection is made the primary purpose of the improvement has failed:' 

In 1928, the State Highway Department bought a 100-foot strip ofland to connect the Pacific Highway to 

State Ave. The right-of-way cut a diagonal from State Ave. at the east city limits (Fairview) to Fourth Ave. at 

present-day Sawyer St. This stretch of State Ave. was considered part of State Road No. 1. City Commission 

minutes of June 26, 1928 mention a report submitted by City Engineer Charles I. Signer,"relative to State 

Avenue being the Pacific Highway as soon as it is opened to traffic, stating that it had been certified to the State 

Highway Patrol as an arterial highway and all traffic should stop on entering same:' 

In January 1928, there was also talk of connecting Legion Way with the Pacific Highway at the east city 

limits. The fact that this did not occur may have been affected by the State Ave. connection. 
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When asked about traffic on East Fourth, John Robinson commented, "I remember the trucks 

because ... Fourth St. was fairly steep for the trucks in those days [1930s]. Most of them had the hard rubber tires, 

and they were very low geared, for carrying heavy loads, and they would go up Fourth St. maybe at five or six 

miles an hour, ten at the most, and we would always catch on with our bicycles ... Just grab the sides of the truck 

and follow up, let the truck pull you up the hill." 

East Fourth Ave. ca. 1930, looki11g west {,·0111 j11st west of Centrnl St. Note how the billboards are parnllel to the roadway, oriented to he viewed by 
streetcar passengers. (Co11rtesy of Bever& G1111sto11e) 

WELCOME PILLARS AND BILLBOARDS 

In the late 1920s and early 1930s, there were welcome pillars on East Fourth at the city limits (Fairview) 

that marked the boundary between the city and the county. 

Two brick pillars flanked East Fourth Ave. and had street lights - called boulevard lights - on top of them. 

By November 1931, there was discussion between the city and the Kiwanis Club about removing the welcome 

pillars from the former east city limits (properties to the east were annexed to the city in March 1930). The 

Commissioner of Public Works was directed to remove the pillars and replace them with street lights. 
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APEX STORE 
LIGHT GROCERIES and CONFECTIONERY 

Ulcr]) and Killam 

C. C. C. ICE CREAM - FOUNTAIN DRINKS 
FRUITS 

At Welcome Pillars, East Fourth Phone I 1 7 5 
OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 

Apex Store advertise111e11t 111e11tio11s the Welco111e Pillars. C.C.C. stands for Capital City 
Creamery. (Olympia Bt1ildi11g T,·ades Cot111cil Year Book 1930) 

Billboards were scat

tered along the Pacific 

Highway. In 1928, the Foster 

and Kleiser Billboard 

Company had 60 feet of 

billboards on Fourth Ave. 

just east of the Hurley house 

above Puget St. ( City of 

Olympia Record, July 17, 
1928). 

East Fottrth Ave. i11 1934, looking tvest Jro111 jttst east of Ce11tml St. - the nearest billboard advertises Italian Stviss Colony wine. (Prohibition e11ded i11 
1933.) Note hotv the billboards are 11otv angled to be viewed by atttomobile drivers. (Washi11gto11 Depart111e11t of Higlnvays) 
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In 1937, State Road No. 1 had its name changed to Primary State Highway (P.S.H.) 1. Martin Way, a 4-

lane highway named for Gov. Clarence D. Martin, was dedicated in September 1937. The Federal Highway Act 

of 1944 provided for the establishment and designation of a national system of interstate highways, and P.S.H. 1 

got the additional name of U.S. 99. 

After the April 1949 earthquake, Fourth and State were changed to one-way streets ( city ordinance 2652). 

From 1949 to 1958, when I-5 opened, the"couplet" of Fourth and State comprised a stretch of Primary State 

Highway 1. Interstate 5 was considered P.S.H. 1 from 1958 to 1970. 

In January 1959, the stretch of State Ave. between Fairview and Sawyer was transferred from the State 

Department of Transportation to the city. 

Fnci11g page, top: East Fourth Ave. i11 1934, looki11g west J,-0111 Fairview St. - tlJe Apex Grocery is 011 t/Je left; Ralph's Thriftway wo11't be built Jo,· 22 
years. (Washi11gto11 Depart111rnt of Higlnvays) 

Faci11g page, botto111: East Fourth Ave. i11 1934, looki11g west J,-0111 where The Oly111pia11 11ewspaper buildi11g sta11ds today. The CIJ11rcl1 of God, 011 the 
11orth111est corner ofTitllis St., is visible 011 the right. (Washi11gto11 Departmrnt of Highways) 
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SIEDfflEB f LEEIWOOD. 

- ::::: :::FAST TIME:::::::: 
FOR 

Seattle, Tacoma, Steilacoom, McNeil's Island and Olympia. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

EARLY EAST ~SIDE SETTLEMENT 

Olympia experienced "boom-and-bust" cycles in its early days. Settlers came seeking economic opportunity 

- some stayed, some moved on. John Rathbun wrote that, in 1887, " .. .illustrating the neglect and backward 

growth that had characterized Olympia during the years past it is proper to mention that E. Martensen had 

recently arrived and bought a twenty acre tract on Ayer's Hill covered with a second growth of fir. Upon cutting 

it away he found full grown fruit trees, set out fully thirty years before" (Rathbun, p. 86-87). The east-side hill 

was logged by the 1880s. George Noyes Talcott said that" ... the east of town was all pretty well logged because I 

know by 1907 there was good second growth up on top of the hill where the reservoir is now up on Fir Street, 

and up in there the second growth was growing and was about twenty-five feet tall then. So all the heavy logging 

was done" (Talcott, p. 54). 

In the years between logging and residential infilling, most of the area was used for fields and orchards. At 

one time, D. R. Bigelow's orchards covered much of the northeastern portion of his property. In 1870, Daniel R. 

Bigelow had 50 "improved" acres and 270 woodland acres. (This is a measure of all his properties as reported in 

the 1870 agricultural census, not only Donation Land Claim no. 39.) In 1880, Bigelow reported 25 tilled acres, 5 

acres "permanent meadow, pasture, orchard, vineyard;' and 300 acres woodland and forest. The farm yielded 20 

tons of hay, 200 bushels of apples, 300 gallons of milk, 300 pounds of butter, and 360 dozen eggs. He had 10 

milch cows, 3 horses, 25 "other" cattle, 25 sheep, 26 swine, and 15 barnyard poultry. In the mid-1930s, Lewis N. 

Rice wrote: "He [Bigelow] set out an orchard of many varieties of fruit. One fall he gathered 3 pears, each of 

enormous size. He sold one pear for 50 cents. Seeds were planted from one of the other pears, and the trees are 

still bearing pears which are of a choice variety both as to color, shape and flavor:• 

In 1889, well known jeweler and optician Oley R. Simenson bought property along the Olympia and 

Steilacoom Rd. ( the area bounded by present-day East Fourth, Lybarger, Thurston, and McCormick) . The deed 

describes the property as "containing two and three quarter acres more or less enclosed now by fence and known 
as the 'little orchard."' 

NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT & REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY 

Washington became a state in 1889. This was a year of unprecedented growth for Thurston County - there 

was a real estate "boom'' - and many additions were platted, most of them of a speculative nature. The following 

table gives a chronology of significant land transactions in the Bigelow Highlands: Donation Land Claims, plats, 

additions, subdivisions, and selected deeds. 

For readers unfamiliar with land survey terminology, a plat"is a map or representation of a subdivision, 

showing thereon the division of a tract or parcel of land into lots, blocks, streets and alleys or other divisions or 

dedications:• A subdivision "is the division or redivision of land into five or more lots, tracts, parcels, sites or 

divisions for the purpose of sale, lease or transfer of ownership" (RCW 58.17.020). A block is a group oflots 

within well defined and fixed boundaries, and a lot is a fractional part of divided lands having fixed boundaries. 
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Date 

May 1851 

Jan. 1853 

Oct. 1854 

Oct. 1858 

April 1883 

March 1885 

Nov. 1886 

March 1888 

Jan. 1889 

Jan. 1889 

March 1889 

May 1889 

July 1889 

Jan. 1890 

March 1890 

March 1890 
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PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS: DONATION LAND CLAIMS, PLATS, 

ADDITIONS, SUBDIVISIONS, AND SELECTED DEEDS 

DLC or Addition/ 
Person(s) Instrument 

Subdivision 

Swan Donation 
John M . Swan Deed 

Land Claim 1 

Bigelow Donation 
Daniel R. Bigelow Deed 

Land Claim 2 

Ayers Donation 
William N . & Sarah S. Ayers Deed 

Land Claim 

D. R. Bigelow to William Billings 3 Deed 

D . R. Bigelow to John McSorley 4 Deed 

Ayers' Addition Plat 

to John McSorley 5 Deed 

Ayers' Add., D . R. Bigelow (Trustee) to 
Deed 

Block 1 Eliza Ley Bethel 

C. H. & Maria Martensen to 
Deed 

P. H. Carlyon & 0. R. Simenson 6 

Simenson & Carlyon 
Oley R. & Hattie Simonson, 

Sub., Ayers' Add., 
Philip H. & F. M. Carlyon 

Plat 
Block 18 

J. Hollis & Jennie P. Gale to 
Deed 

William M. & Maggie Calhoun 

Highland Park Add. Hannah Florence Humphrey Plat 

D . R. Bigelow to David Mitchell Deed 

Calhoun's Add. William M . & Maggie C.Calhoun Plat 

Crego's Add. Ellsworth E. Crego Plat 

J. R. Pattison's Add. James R. Pattison Plat 

Deed/Plat 

v. la, p. 25 

v. 10, p. 126 

v. 3, p. 124 

v. 14, p. 49 

v. 2, p. 67A 

v. 15, p. 677 

v. 16, p. 423 

v. 18, p. 64 

v. 3, p. 28 

v. 19, p. 27 

v. 3, p. 56 

v. 19, p. 224 

v. 3, p. 80 

v. 2, p. 71 

v, 3, p. 120 



EARLY EAST-SIDE SETTLEMENT 

Date 
DLC or Addition/ 

Person(s) Instrument Deed/Plat 
Subdivision 

March 1890 D. R. Bigelow to Hiram F. Young Deed v. 22, p. 91 

April 1890 College Heights Add. D. R. & A. E. Bigelow Plat v. 2, p. 70 

April 1890 
Bethel's First Sub., 

Landon & Eliza Bethel Plat v. 4, p. 4 
Ayers' Add., Block 1 

June 1890 
Barrett & Atens Sub., 

Leander & Jennie Barrett Plat v. 5, p. 79 
Ayers' Add., Block 18 

June 1890 
Highland Park 

Charles 0. Otis Plat v. 5, p. 19 
Rearrangement 

June 1890 
Eliza L. Bethel to Thomas L. 

Deed v. 21, p. 319 
Gallagher 

Oct. 1890 
David & Sarah Mitchell to Joshua 

Deed v. 22, p. 402 
Banner 

Nov. 1890 
Gallagher's Rearr. of 

Thomas L. Gallagher Plat v. 6, p. 29 
Ayers' Add., Block 1 7 

Nov. 1890 
John McSorley to 
Ira S. & Sarah A. Smith 

Nov. 1890 
New Highland Park 

Ira & Sarah Smith Plat v. 6, p. 51 
Add. 

Sept. 1892 McSorley's Add. John McSorley Plat v. 7, p. 32 

Dec. 1905 
Ayers' Add., C. H. & Griselda (Bethel) Pridham 

Deed v. 60, p. 309 
Block 19 8 to Isaac R. McCormick 

Sept. 1910 McCormick's Sub. Isaac R. & Nancy A. McCormick Plat v. 8, p. 50 

Jan. 1925 
Olympic Court Sub., 

Edith M. & Sam C. Woodruff Plat v. 10, p. 12 
Ayers' Add., Block 1 

Sept. 1953 Banner Add. W. M. & B. P. Dale & others Plat v. 12, p. 12 

Nov. 1954 Garrard's Add. Wayne C. & Isabelle B. Garrard Plat v. 12, p. 32 

March 1980 Bigelow Place Richard M. & Rose Ann Elway Plat v. 21, p. 140 
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FOOTNOTES TO TABLE ON PREVIOUS PAGES: 

1 DLC no.41 
2 DLC no . 39 
3 6.5 acres; sold for $195.00 
4 16 acres 

5 6.5 acres; bought for $6.60 in delinquent taxes 
6 sold for $1,050.00 
7 also known as Galliher's Rearr. 
8 sold for $1,450.00 

Daniel R. Bigelow began selling property quite early: in 1858, he sold a 6.5-acre tract to Thurston County 

Sheriff William Billings. In Lands Subject to Taxation in Thurston County 1871, there are 14 property owners listed 

within D.R. Bigelow's 160-acre Donation Land Claim no. 39, which extended from Budd Inlet east to Frederick 

St., and Thurston Ave. north to Yew Ave. - an area larger than today's Bigelow Highlands neighborhood. None 

of these people are known to have developed or built"up the hill"; most settlement was closer to the water and 

downtown. 

Land speculators were optimistic in 1890, and nine more subdivisions were platted. Newspaper announce

ments reflect the optimism of the times. 

n:/~c- ;:.7,~<':~•:.~:c:·11:r~~ t;~~ wt¢-❖- -!~:~.-~ -:: -~: - .. ~ ---• _-:-z ·:~ ~--· 22: ·•Zf"·-::_. 3.- -. - .;---.·.~ .;~- ~-::,:;.~ :.·- --.- ~. _.;._ .:. __ .;. ___ . ~. .z·=•=-~~-~\:t-~ re::;~:~tll::::c~:~::::;: 
mnlti th o ,omc n, ,1 "·"'' 11><•1 l) THE J . R, PATTISON ADDITION TO OLYMPIA. ~ <lli3· or Ap,ll, nn,I Ibo ••lo of 

ror fir e dn~-_q nfler h.1 c com• f~~~~~-~~--~~~-~-~~~---------~~-t:f Lol,1-rllll>eglnon tb e lSJh cla.y 
1m-n c_~_11\.{: n_1 nr tl1cSalr-. Terms 1} 

1 

!J or- Apr_ll, 1S00, nt 10 o'clock A. 

,,, <.n,!, , bnl~nce lnt.-o cq nnl \j THAT 7\ fAGNIFICENT PROPERTY lJ ,i, nl tJ,e I\cnl Eslnle omecof 
vnrm,.,1 , . In ,tx ruonto, nnd (:l 1\l l · l iJ T. C. VAN EPPS. 
one f<'~'lr. {"' - , ~~ 

f;Tilr PATTISON .. HnMESTEiD+l 
l-~~,⇒-,;,; .. :,;;41 This property has been in the possession of Mr. James Pattison for thirty.four !!f'""";...;®'~~.,,;~J 
Tho v":""'°~1°•\h,.,Jo" !J_ yea.rs, and is located right in the heart of the City, a.nd comprises \1 Thi, " , '"' ""' opponnnJt, :~..::;::"'°.:i~::0t::;:::;: !J. 60 large Lats, 10 of which a.re on Fourth Street. H :: :"'h::,s::::::_ ~:: 

:i,';;:,t~~.::•,t~c:::,: ~ ':W·";:-;,;w,~J:' EVERYTHING CONNECTED WITH THIS ADDITION IS ON A BROAO,CAUCEPLAN.''co",:~•;t'wtl't:'8 :;;,.~~':.0""'<;1"'' • mod• 

.\.hlll!Uf'P~wlll1DU:C~l&tely ~J .;u..t. n Ya T'-VENT'\.' FE 8 T "'-' .IDB. ij EvofT1o~willbo1LuedaieJ!.cb 

~~e; tb• Ptopert,. ·k,~❖~~·}~·!~~1;;:;1~~·~}~@~-;-~-:-~-:-~!~-~-t:~t~-~~~;~~;~~~ f~{-~~®'~\~ -.~~}~-;§s-~S}~S 1J or tho-rour coinor... . 

T.ime) April 15th7 at 10 A. M. Placey T. C. Van E: pps Real Estate Office. 

Neivspnper advertise111ent for]. R. P11ttiso11 's Addition. (W11shi11gto11 Sta11d11rd, April 4, 1890) 

The 1892 property tax roll lists 29 property owners within Bigelow's DLC no. 39; of these, 15 have "im

provements" (houses). Property sizes range from half an acre to 10 acres. A survey of property tax records from 

1892 reveals that there were about 25 houses within the boundaries of today's Bigelow Highlands neighborhood. 

( A minimum of $100.00 value in "improvements" was the defining criterion for a dwelling.) Of these, few remain, 
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and of those that still stand, most 

have been modified beyond 

recognition. 

The Funk house at 1202 

Olympia and the Robbins house 

at 606 N. Central are examples of 

well-maintained nineteenth

century houses, but they are not 

representative of the small homes 

or cottages that most residents 

lived in. Modest farm homes have 

not survived without alteration: 

the homes at 1263, 1525, and 

1815 Bigelow are all early homes 

that have been extensively 

remodeled. 

The Chenier family home 

at 1263 Bigelow exemplifies the 

kinds of alterations done on early 

homes in the area. Bob Chenier, 

born in 1926, said,"That house 

was a square box when they [his 

parents] moved in. And he added 

the porch, and then made a 

ja11Jes Renivick Pattison platted Pattiso11's 
Addition in March 1890. (Lacey Mt1set1111) 

EARLY EAST-SIDE SETTLEMENT 

JOS. CHILBHRG & CO., 
Real Estate, Insurance and Money Brokers. 

We are handling the following additions: 

--MASSEY'S ADDITION 

A street car line has been surveyed through this 
tract, and will be built this season. 

COLLEGE HEIGHTS ADDITION 
Will be ready as soon as the graders get through level
ing the tract. This is unquestionably the handsomest 
residence property in Olympia. Keep your eye on the 
graders. 

PARK ADDXTXOl\T. 

In southeast Olympia. Every lot commands a 
view of city, bay and Olympic range. Prices low 
terms easy. 

:fine 
and 

\V c. o.n "o\\> c.\c.a.n,,«_!. \\u. '.!."'o,,,,G. ~o,. l\ ,,t.w. u.~l\.\\\o\\, U>~\c~ '" \,\a\\, \1.,a\ on6. \\u. Sou.,\~ o.\'\A. 
'f\\O\\\\.\U.\"• cu.,, tu.,.\\\\ \u. ,u\\.o 

"t\c.U> 1•1'oo,,, \\.OU.n u.,,I\. t; \o\,, V\wt. \oc.o.\\.o", o.i\\o\.,,'u,~ '"\o.~\c. \'o.~ ~:\,'l\)(). 

~u.>o u.uu, \o',o.'\ ~\\,~\it ~n,\c., f,1!,'l.00. \V,\\ mo.\u, \(') \0\1,, 

.ros. Ohilberg & Oo., 
OPJ>OHITE FIRST NATIONAL DANIC,. 

The College Heights Addition, platted by t/Je Bigelows i11 1890, is "c111q11estio11ahly tlie /Ja11dso111est 
residence property i11 Olympia." (WaslJi11gto11 Standard, May 2, 1890) 

garage and a shop behind it. But there wasn't even a bathroom, it was an 

outdoor toilet. And my father put that bathroom in. And it had been the 

back porch, and it was a step down to go into the bathroom .. :' 
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I I YEWAJE I I I I ~ Co, ege I Greg ::i's I Rice Addition He gM 1· J D.R. Bigelo~ DLC 

II IGELOWAVE 

IT Bigek,w POce 

,I Calhoun's fi rldition Banner n._1 
~ 

-
GLASS AVE Addition -r. R. Bige/o WDLC 

f-
Highlana (/) 

Rec rrange1 nent NewH i'Jhland a: 
Park JI 11gn1an11 lL 

Pa rK Ga rard's 
'1) \ I Park McSor/ey's Ac dition c:: Addition 
l~ 

THUR ,TON AVE 
I -j If So/beck & 

(i) Olympic Court Allison 

--C)- Ariers' Ayers 
J.R. P, ttison Bk 18 BIi< 1! --Su::>. I- .--"' TAT : AV1 _, 

w Bethel't 1st Sub Tu rner's I Barrett Simenson-
f-

I Re; 
& Atens Carlyon Ac dition w alliher's 

1 4TH A\/E 
ca rangement f-. T _, 

<( Mccormic/ 's Subdivision a:: 
f-z 
w 
-

0 0.3 Miles A 
N 

Map of present-day additiom and rnbdivisio11s. (Map created by Scott Royer. Data provided by Thurston Geodata Center) 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

After 1900, an ever-increasing number of people moved into the Bigelow Highlands area, many buying 

land - cheap - at tax auctions. Many lots had been partially cleared, leaving six- and seven-foot stumps. 

The East Fourth Ave. corridor filled in with new homes. Isaac R. McCormick built the family home at 

Fourth and McCormick ca. 1906. In 1910, three new homes - "modern cottages with four rooms each" - were 

built at the intersection of Fourth and Central by contractor J. W. Peters. In 1911, widow Mary Hurley had a 

large house built on the northeast corner of Fourth and Puget. She rented out furnished rooms. 

A realtor's advertisement in the November 29, 1912 Morning Olympian offers ".50 Acres, on Bridgelow 

[sic] Ave., 5 room cottage, concrete foundation, good barn, all fenced and in fruit, $450 cash, 8 per 

cent ...... . ... $1,050.00:' 
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In June 1927, two"English type homes" designed and built by the Tumwater Lumber Mills Company were 

completed "on the brow of the east Fourth street hill overlooking Fourth just below Central on the south side of 

the street" ( Olympia Evening Recorder, June 7, 1927). Later that summer, Anna T. Stanford, a teacher at Olym

pia High School, had three houses built at Tullis and Glass. The homes were "28 by 30-foot modern bungalows" 

costing $2,000.00 each (Olympia Evening Recorder, August 9, 1927). 

Many early homes burned down or were torn down. We know that a fire completely destroyed the "old 

fashioned home at 116 North Central" - three houses in from Fourth - in June 1926. "The old frame building 

was an easy prey for the flames which had gained considerable headway before the firemen were notified:' The 

George Ayers house, an old two-story wood-frame home on the southeast corner of Central and Glass, burned 

in 1953. The Malcolm Weatherbie house at Central and State was demolished around 1950. 

The Bigelow Highlands was, and is, primarily a residential area. The areas rapid growth began in the 

1920s. Old homes are intermingled with houses oflater periods and styles, giving parts of the neighborhood a 

discordant look. Houses are a mix of "workingmen's cottages" and middle-class bungalows. The neighborhood 

includes examples of Craftsman/Bungalow-style homes, English Builder /English Revival-style homes, and 

Homestead/Pioneer-style homes. The neighborhood also contains numerous pre-cut ( or ready-cut) homes 

dating from the 1910s to the 1940s, manufactured by Sears, Tumwater Lumber Mills, and other manufacturers. 

Two homes in the 700-800 block of Puget, built in 1913, are very close in appearance to Sears Bungalow no. 216 

- there are minor differences in the width of the hipped dormer and roof pitch. 
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1924 Sanborn 111ap, portion of sheet 18. (Copyright 1924 Sanborn Map Co111pany, EDR Sm,born, Inc. This Sanborn Map was reproduced with 
written per111ission Jro111 EDR Sanborn, In c. Further reprod11ctiom are prohibited without prior written per111ission Jro111 EDR Sanborn, In c.) 
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1924 S1111born 1n11p, portion of sheet 23. (Copyright 1924 Sanborn Map 
Co111p11ny, EDR Sa11born, fo e. This S1111born Map 11111s reproduced 111ith 
written per111issio11 Jro111 EDR Sa11bom, foe. Fttrther reprodt1ctions are 
prohibited without prior written per111ission from EDR S11 11bom, foe.) 

HOUSING DENSITY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

In order to document the neighborhood's growth, we looked at the number of houses in 1926, 1936, and 

1946. To get a picture of 1926 housing density, we looked at che"date built" data layer in Thurston County's 

geographic information system; this data is incomplete and not entirely accurate, but it provides us with a rough 

idea. (The 1924 Sanborn maps only cover a small portion of our neighborhood.) In 1926, there were at least 165 

residences in our neighborhood. By 1936, there were 290 occupied residences. The number increased to 336 by 
1946. There are about 500 residences in the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood today. 
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Prac.ty Cal So.ys-
lt. fo l!. wite llU\n 1.v110 builds no-.v. Our lumber and 

nw.terinls are pricecl to encour.ag·e building and now is 
the time to convert that vac;i.nt lot into an income prop
erty at the lowest investment in yea.rs. 

TUMWATER LUMBER 
v,,,,_, •• ..,..1MILLS COMPANY 

West B&y Drive, Phone 361 



CHAPTER Six 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

A chronology of road (and sewer and watermain) development allows one to visualize the neighborhood's 

growth to the east and north of downtown. 

One way to document this growth is through LID records. LIDs (Local Improvement Districts) are a 

means used by cities to finance infrastructure improvements. They are initiated either by a city council resolu

tion or by a petition presented by property owners. LIDs create special assessment districts that enable improve

ments to be financed and paid for over a period of time; bonds are sold to investors and property owners make 

annual payments in order to retire the bonds. Only the properties that benefit from the improvements pay for 

the improvements. 

A few comments about the table at the end of this chapter: A number of LIDs were passed by resolution 

and/ or ordinance but the work was never done - in the city's Index to Local Improvement Districts, these have the 

notation "district dead;' and are not included in the chronology below. LIDs with the notation "no record" may or 

may not have been undertaken - whenever possible, we have tried to verify that the work was done, but for some 

of them, documentation no longer exists. Sources used in this compilation include records at the City of Olym

pia Administrative Services Department (Index to Local Improvement Districts, Miscellaneous Resolutions), the City of 

Olympia Public Works Department (card files, microforms), and the Southwest Region, Washington State Ar

chives (LID Ledger, City of Olympia; Local Improvement District (LID) Resolutions; Record of Ordinances; Records [City 
Commission minutes]). 

Dick Robbins (crouc/Ji11g) 1111d Merle Med bury (in cm) in front of 419 N. Cwtrnl, rn. 1948. Cwtrnl St. is paved; Prospect is grnded 1111d graveled. 
(Courtesy of Mary ]1111e Robbins) 
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During the years 1926-27, three LIDs were initiated because property owners filed petitions to have the 

improvements made - to grade and gravel Lybarger from Fourth to Prospect (LID 412), to grade and gravel 

Glass from Puget to Garrison (LID 415), and to pave Central St. from Fourth to Bigelow (LID 431). 

Of the LIDs that"died;' the reasons are not known: they may have been objected to by a majority of 

affected property owners, or the reasons may have been fiscal. In several cases, LID projects that"died" later 

resurfaced and the work was completed under a later LID - the paving of Central St. (LID 381 "dead"; LID 431 

accomplished the work) and the paving of East Fourth (LID 178 "dead"; LID 192 accomplished the work) are 

examples. 

Street improvement continued to open up the Bigelow Highlands area to development. One of the more 

significant improvements was the 1915 paving of East Fourth from Eastside to Fairview. Dora Afflerbaugh 

remembered how thrilling it was for the neighborhood children after the road was paved but before traffic was 

allowed - kids went out with their skates and bicycles and had a wonderful time. In 1916, the city tried ( unsuc

cessfully) to force the Olympia Light and Power Company to pave between its streetcar tracks on Fourth St. 

Also in 1916, the Pacific Highway was paved with concrete from the city limits (Fairview) east one mile. This 

section of the road opened to traffic on September 1, 1916. 

A significant city ordinance (1837) of 1924 changed many of the street names within the neighborhood to 

their present-day names. And a cautionary word to researchers: the house numbers of older homes within the 

neighborhood changed over time, too - as recently as the 1940s - due to the haphazard nature of residential 

infilling. (See appendices Band C). 

In March 1926, there was a heated debate over the best road to Boston Harbor:"Two routes are available, 

one through Priest Point Park over the ravine and straight north and the other skirting the park and coming into 

Olympia by way of Puget street:'The Puget St. advocates were primarily"those who live on the farm lands and 

who have heavy hauling to do in their farm or logging occupations:' The Puget St. route was "nearer the central 

line of the agricultural district:' The park route proponents "declared that the entrance onto Fourth avenue at 

Puget street was one of the most dangerous corners in the city as there was a steep hill to turn into with carline 

tracks:• Puget St. was further described as "unsuitable for a highway with its sharp turns and steep grades" 

(Morning Olympian, March 17, 1926). 

One of the highest impact street improvements was the extension and improvement of State Ave. from 

East Bay to Fairview (LID 417). The Morning Olympian, September 24, 1926, reported that"Some sections of 

the street have never been opened and between Tullis and Central street there is 40,000 yards of dirt to be 

removed:' Excavation by gas-powered shovel began in September. The street was paved to a width of 24 feet. 

Road use and automobile traffic were ever-increasing. Traffic on county highways increased by 11 percent 

'rom 1925 to 1926, and by 19 percent from 1926 to 1927. In 1927, the Legislature passed an act mandating stops 

Lt busy traffic intersections, and authorized the first stop signs on public roads. In 1933, Olympia had 23.5 miles 

if paved streets and alleys, 35 miles of graveled streets, 60 miles of sidewalks, and 30 miles of sewer. 
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Four Packards parked i11 Jro11t of the Li11dsay ho111e at 1368 Bigelow Ave. i11 the late 1940s - "Bill's '47, R11y111011d's '47, Dick's '36, old Ray's-Bill's '29." 
(Courtesy of Ellen Li11dsay) 

In a plan approved in December 1933 by the State Director of Highways, Fourth Ave. (State Road No. l) 
was repaved and widened in 1934. According to Kathryn Gunstone, before the highway was widened, there was 

the paved road, a curb, a grassy area that served as a parking strip for cars, and then the sidewalk. There were 

breaks in the curb to allow cars to pull into the off-road parking areas. 

East Fourth and State Avenues were changed to one-way streets after the April 1949 earthquake. In 1950, 

additional traffic control signals were installed along Fourth and State to provide free-flowing vehicle movement, 

speed control, and cross-street movement. 

In 1957, the city's"largest residential Local Improvement District;' LID 507, provided for the paving of the 

streets in the area bounded by State, Wilson, Bigelow, and Central. 

Bigelow Ave. before a11d after paving i11 1957. T/Je view is J,-0111 east of Ttm1er St. looki11g west. The house 011 the right is at the i11tersectio11 of Ttm1er 
a11d Bigelow. (City of Oly111pi11 A11111111l Report 1957) 
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On December 12, 1958, Interstate 5 opened through Tumwater, Olympia, and Lacey. Interstate traffic, once 
a major contributor to the economic vitality of businesses along the Pacific Highway, became a thing of the past. 

In 1979, Puget St. was widened. Prior to this, it was comparable in width to present-day Tullis St. Some 
city planners envisioned that Puget St. would connect directly to Gull Harbor Rd. - hearkening back to the 1926 
debate about the best route to Boston Harbor. 

CHRONOLOGY OF ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Year L.I.D. Road Work Ordinance 

1872 Ditches dug, cedar puncheons laid to top of Ayers' Hill ( 4th) 

1889 City authorizes streetcar on 4th to city limits (Fairview) 302 

1890 City authorizes streetcar on 4th to Eastside St. 396 

by 1890 4th graded to city limits (Fairview) 

1891 Establish grade of Puget St. from 4th to Bigelow 537 

1892 Electric streetcar runs up 4th to Puget St. 

1904 Establish grade of Central St. from 4th to Pioneer 796 

1904 
City grants Olympia Light & Power Co. the right to extend the 

816 
streetcar from Puget St. to the city limits (Fairview) 

by 1905 Electric streetcar runs up 4th to Central St. 

1905 32 Grade Olympia Ave. from Puget to Tullis 588, 845 

1905 33 Grade State Ave. from Tullis to Bethel 588, 846 

1906 37 
Grade, gravel, and install sidewalk on State Ave. from Plum to 

879 
Tullis 

1908 55 Clean and grade Central St. from 4th to Bigelow 9561 

1909 69 
Install sewer in alley between State & Olympia from Chestnut to 

1023 
Tullis 

1910 86 Install trunk sewer 1074 
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Year L.I.D. Road Work Ordinance 

1910 East Bay Dr. graded from State Ave. north to Priest Point Park 

1911 102 Construct board sidewalk on Central St. from 4th to Thurston 1111, 11201 

1912-13 121 Pave 4th from Jefferson to Eastside 1196, 1233 

1912 130 Grade 4th from Eastside to Fairview 1 

1913 143 Install sewer from Puget to Bethel, in alley between 4th & State 1259 

1914 Establish grade of McCormick St. from 4th to Thurston 1292 

1914 Establish grade of Fir St. from 4th to State 1294 

1914 Establish grade of State Ave. from Central to Turner 1295 

1914 Condemn property to open a 30-foot-wide street (Marion St.) 1320 

Install sewer in portions of Galliher's [Gallagher's] Rearr., Barrett & 

1914-15 159 
Atens Sub., Bethel's First Sub., Highland Park Add., Ayers' Add. 

1316 
Blocks 1 & 18, New Highland Park Add., Calhoun's Add., and 
Bigelow's DLC 

1915 170 
Install sewer from Central to 50 feet east of Henry, in alley 

1363, 1389 
between 4th & State 

1915 188 Pave Puget St. from 4th to State 13781 

1915 192 
Pave 4th from Eastside to city limits (Fairview) - also curbs, 

1378, 1429 
gutters, sidewalks, and sewers 

1915 205 Install watermain on Puget from 4th to State 1 

1915 205 Install watermain on 4th from Eastside to Fairview 1 

1915 206 
Install sewer from Central to McCormick, in alley between 4th & 

1396, 1433 
State 

1917 233 
Grade and gravel, install board sidewalk on Bigelow from Puget to 

14941 

Central 

1918 253 Sidewalks on Central St. from 4th to Bigelow l 
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Year L.I.D. Road Work Ordinance 

1919 267 
Grade and install sidewalks on Puget St. from Bigelow ro San 

l 

Francisco 

1919 272 
Grade and gravel, install watermains on Bigelow Ave. from Central 

1584 
to city limits (Fairview) 

1919 273 
Pave Puget St. from State to San Francisco - also curbs, gutters, 

1581 
sidewalks, sewers, and watermains 

1919 284 
Install cement sidewalk on one side of Central St. from 4th to 

1600 
Thurston 

1919 285 Install concrete sidewalk on north side of 4th from Puget to Tullis 16011 

1919 287 
Install sewers on Bigelow Ave. from Central to city limits 

1602 
(Fairview) 

1919 292 Install concrete sidewalk on Central St. from Thurston to Bigelow 1608 

1920 294 Install concrete sidewalk on 4th from Puget to Tullis 1628 

1920 294 Install concrete sidewalk on east side of Puget St. from 4th to State 1628 

1921 304 Install sewer on Bigelow Ave. from Puget to Central 2 

1921 304 Install sewer on Garrison St. from Prospect to Bigelow 2 

1921 304 Install sewer on Prospect Ave. from Tullis to Garrison 2 

1921 304 
Install sewer on Tullis St. from Prospect to alley between State and 

2 

Olympia 

1921 305 Grade Bigelow Ave. from Puget to Central 16601 

1921 305 Install watermains on Bigelow Ave. from Puget to Central 16601 

. 
I' 

1921 305 Install watermains on Garrison St. from Prospect to Bigelow 16601 

1921 305 Install watermains on Prospect Ave. from Tullis to Garrison 16601 

1921 305 
Install watermains on Tullis St. from Prospect to the alley between 

16601 

State and Olympia 
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Year L.I.D. Road Work Ordinance 

1921 308 
Grade, install cement sidewalk and crosswalks on State Ave. from 

1680, 1690 
East Bay to Tullis 

1921 308 
Grade, install cement sidewalk and crosswalks on Olympia Ave. 

1680, 1690 
from East Bay to Tullis 

1921 308 
Grade, install cement sidewalk and crosswalks on Tullis St. from 

1680, 1690 
4th to Olympia 

1922 329 
Install watermains, hydrants on McCormick St. from 4th to 

1717, 1736 
Thurston 

1923-24 359 Grade and install culverts on Bigelow Ave. from Puget to Central 1801, 1823 

1924-25 383 Grade and gravel Tullis St. from Mitchell to Pine 1864, 1883 

1926 412 Grade and gravel Lybarger St. from 4th to Prospect 1963, 19773 

1926-27 415 Grade and gravel Glass Ave. from Puget to Garrison 1968, 19893 

1926 417 Pave State Ave. from East Bay to city limits (Fairview) 1970, 2025 

1927 431 Pave Central St. from 4th to Bigelow 2006, 20293 

1927 Grade and gravel Garrison St. from Bigelow to Oak 2034 

1927-28 445 
Install watermains on Bigelow Ave. from Puget to Central with a 

2036, 2054 
fire hydrant near Garrison 

1929 464 
Grade and gravel, install watermains on Garrison St. from Bigelow 

2134, 2153 
to Oak 

1930 Install watermain on 4th from Eastside to Fairview 

1933 Streetcars are discontinued 2222 

1933 Pave McCormick St. from 4th to State 

1934 Streetcar tracks removed from 4th; 4th is widened and repaved 

1935 Extend watermain on McCormick St. from 4th to Thurston 
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Year L.I.D. Road Work Ordinance 

1937 Sewer improvements on Glass Ave., et al. from Puget to Tullis 

1957 507 
Pave streets in the area bounded by State, Wilson, Bigelow, and 

Central 

1958 Interstate 5 opened through Olympia, Tumwater, and Lacey 

1969 692 Install watermains on Yew Ave. from Marion to Fir 

1969 699 Install watermains on Yew Ave. from Marion to Fir 3580 

1970 707 Install sewer on south side of Yew Ave. from Fir to Wilson 3596 

1979 
Puget St. improvements: widen by paving shoulder, replace 

sidewalk, etc. 

1 no record 
2 discrepancy in records 
3 petition filed by property owners 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

WORKINGMAN'S HILL 

Many long-time Olympia residents refer to the upland east side as "Workingman's Hill;"'Swede Hill;' or 

"Poverty Hill:' A number of early east-side residents worked as laborers at the National Wood Pipe Company 

(formerly W. N. Horton's Washington Water Pipe Manufacturing Company) at the foot ofJefferson St. 

Olympia's largest employer in 1909, the National Wood Pipe and Pacific Tank Company was wiped out by a 

spectacular fire on July 3, 1909; burning embers carried as far as East Fourth and Eastside. 

A major impact on the industrial development of downtown - and the subsequent residential development 

of the east-side hill - was the 1911 Carlyon fill, which eliminated Swantown Slough and created 29 blocks of 

buildable land. The neighborhood's major period of growth - the 1920s through the 1940s - was related in part 

to employment opportunities in the industries housed in the port area. 

George Fnber (011 ladder) and his father, Gerhard Faber, built many residences and civic structures in Olympia. Here is the Crnfts111a11-style ho111e at 
1416 State Ave. under construction, ca. 1926. (Courtesy of Mary Jane Robbins) 

The Olympia Veneer Company opened in 1921. It was located on the north side of State Ave. between 

Cherry and Jefferson. E. E. (Ed) Westman, a Swedish immigrant, was the driving force behind the formation of 

both Olympia Veneer Co. and Washington Veneer Co. The Olympia Veneer plant was worker-owned; 125 

shares were sold at $500 a share, mostly to Scandinavian friends of Westman's. Of the 125 stockholders, more 

than 100 were new residents of Olympia. Many were Swede-Finns who built homes in the Bigelow Highlands 

area; hence the name "Swede Hill" - the Glass Ave. area, in particular, was called "Swede Hill:' Each shareholder 

had to come up with another $500 when the original investment was not enough to get the mill started. The first 

plywood panels were produced in August 1921. Within a few months, Olympia Veneer was turning out 20,000 

feet a day. The volume of work kept plants operating on 24-hour shifts. 
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OLYmPIA VfnHR CO. 

Pioneer M anufaclurers of 

Service Durability 

DOUGLAS FIR PANELS 

Olympia, Washington 

A sponsorship ad in the 1942 Oly111piad, the Oly111pia High 
School yearbook. (Courtesy of Oly111pia School District) 

In 1922, 10 million feet oflogs were towed out of 

the harbor every month (Newell, p. 311), and the Port of 

Olympia was formed by a county-wide vote. The South 

Sound area, in the year 1924, had thirty lumber mills, five 

shingle mills, and one veneer plant in operation. The 

water-borne commerce of Olympia was 692,000 tons, 

principally floated logs, lumber products, sand, and gravel. 

Lumber was in demand due to the post-war building 

boom. 

The Washington Veneer Company, manufacturer of 

finished 3-ply veneer, situated in the industrial port area 

at the north end of Capitol Way. The company incorpo

rated in 1924; production began in 1925. The sawmill was 

rebuilt in 1927 and a millwork factory was added in 1928. 

In 1928, Westman introduced the wallboard grade of 

plywood to the market - an item that was to be a leader in volume for many years. In September 1929, Aircraft 

Plywood Corporation purchased controlling interest and had the contract to supply all plywood needed by 

Fisher Body Co. in Seattle for automobile floorboards. A second plywood plant was opened in 1930. Plant No. 2 

produced the all-spruce plywood used to panel the interior of the German luxury liner Bremen. 

Corinne Underwood Palmer worked at Washington Veneer beginning in the fall of 1928. When asked 

about the Depression years, she said, "There were times when I was laid off for one reason or another when they 

shut down, if there weren't enough orders ... we sold lumber and plywood to someone that was a distributor in 

Chicago and then there was the California market, and there was the Japanese export, what they called them Jap 

Squares ... They weren't plywood, they were pieces of veneer .. .lumber. Twelve by twelves ... twelve by twelve 

by ... see, the shortest would have been eight feet, I think ... that was sold to Japan where they preserved it and 

recut it again for lumber over there:' 

LABOR UNIONS 

A number of the neighborhood's men and women were active members of labor unions. 

In November 1889, a group of carpenters met in the hall over Beasley's Saloon and formed Olympia's first 

labor union, the Carpenters' and Joiners' Union. Gerhard Faber, later to become a Bigelow Highlands resident, 

was among these pioneer carpenters. He was involved in Olympia's first known strike, in May 1890, when about 

100 union carpenters struck to get a 9-hour day for $3.00 in wages. 

In 1910, Central St. residents Lillian Phillips and Retta Rambo, half-sisters, were employed as general 

helpers in the Olympia Knitting Mills. On December 30, 1910, the employees organized a union of textile 

workers with a charter from the international organization. Retta Rambo was treasurer of the new 15-member 

umon. 
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The men of the Faber family 

actively participated in unions. 

Gerhard and George were members 

of the United Brotherhood of 

Carpenters and Joiners of America 

Local no. 1148. Union meetings were 

held weekly. In 1916, 600 members 

of local labor organizations formed 

the Home Labor League, with 

master carpenter A. J. Phillips as 

president, 'to see that home labor gets 

the local jobs.' (Newell, p. 278). Peter 

Faber worked for Phillips, one of 

Olympia's most prominent contrac

tors and builders. In 1930, John 

Faber served as an officer of the Hod 

Carriers, Building and Common 

Laborers' Union of America Local 

no.486. 

A Central St. resident from 

1927 to 1934, Ben Goldenberger was 

a charter member of the Bricklayers, 

Masons and Plasterers International 

Union of America Local No. 4, 

organized in 1920. He served as 

secretary for 14 years. He was also a 

trustee of the Olympia Building 

Trades Council. 

Bigelow Ave. resident William 

R. Peters, nephew of Washington 

Veneer Company's President J. L. 
Peters, was secretary of the Interna

tional Brotherhood of Electrical 

Workers from at least 1925 to 1930. 

WORKINGMAN'S HILL 

Olympia 
Building Trades 

Council 
Meets Every Friday Night 

OFFICERS 

President, Arthur Friends Secretary-Treasurer, p, S, Writer 

Business Agent, .Jack Schilling, Home Phone 395-L 

Office: 115½ Capitol Way Phone 1460 

f!lllllllllilllm1Hl!il!ili!!Uillll!IJJII/IJ11!1llllllllllllJII IIWIJllf 

When contemplating bi1ilding· call and ask for 
contractors fair to Organized Labor. "\Ve fur
nish men from the following crafts: 
Painters 

Plasterers 

Brick Masons 

Building Laborers 

Carpenters 

Lathers 

Engineers 

Sheet Metal Workers 

Electrical Workers 

Plumbers and Steam Fitters 

Pile Drivers and Iron Workers 

l1tl ll!llii!ll l!lt!l llll111111Jll iil11!1111il!ll11:U!ll·: :111m:1;:1:1111t 

The New State Administration Building is being 
built by members affiliated with the Olympia 
Building Trades Council. 

The Oly111pi11 B11ildi11g 1l·11des Co1111cil, 01g11nized in 1920, took /Ill 11ctive role ill f11r11ishi11g 
1111io11 l11horfor Oly111pi11's co11structio11 i11d11stries. (Olympia 1l·11des Co1111cil 1111d Oly111pi11 
B11ildi11g 1i·11des Co1111cil U11io11 L11hor Ye11r Book 1925) 
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Mm-20s To Mm-30s 

1928 was an expansive year for 

Olympia's industries. The Anderson Brothers, 

operators of Tumwater Lumber Mills Co., 

built the first Swedish gang-saw mill in the 

western United States. Washington Veneer 

Company expanded its operations after 

reconstruction, expanding capacity from 

65,000 feet daily to 115,000 feet daily. Wash

ington Veneer's 225-foot-tall brick smoke

stack, built from 94,390 bricks, was com

pleted in 1929. It was viewed as a symbol of 

economic prosperity. In June 1929, a couple 

was hoisted to the top of the smokestack and 

married. By the end of 1929, 224 deep-sea 

ships had loaded 228 million feet of lumber 

and 9,000 tons of general cargo and had 

unloaded 4,000 tons of inbound cargo 

(Newell, p. 350). 

Olympia's population in 1930 was 

Boarders a11d Bw Goldwbe1ger at Mrs. Sallie 
Goldwbe1gds boarding ho11se, 908 East Fot1rtl?. 
Back row cwter, Bw Goldwbe1ger; back row left, 
Elbert Sta111ey. The other mw are t111idwtijied. 
Ca. late teens. (Cou rtesy of Rosalie Ballew) 

Are Your Electricians Union Men~ 

ELECTRICAL WORKERS 
I. B. E.W. 

No. 180 
§§ 

For the Best Quality 
of Work Patronize the 

V nion Shop-Try Olympia Ftrst 
DEMAND THE CARD 

Advertisement fro111 the Olympia Bt1ildi11g Trades Cot111cil Year Book 1930. 

11,733. Only 20 horses remained within the city limits, according to the Thurston County Auditor's 1930 

inventory of personal property. In March, the city annexed an area of about 40 blocks east of Fairview St., adding 

approximately 500 people to the city's population (Daily Olympian, March 19, 1930). Olympia's chief industries 
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in the 1930s were lumber, shingles, veneer, knitted outerwear, canned vegetables and fruits, extracts, spices and 

candies, ready-cut homes, boiler and pattern works, and Olympia oysters. 

Despite the devastating impact of the Depression on many families, many industries remained solvent and 

even prosperous. In 1930, Olympia had the second largest fruit and berry cannery in the state. The city also 

boasted "The largest veneer plant in the world. The combined output of our veneer plants in one year of three

ply stock laid out end to end would make a pavement sixteen feet wide and 1504 miles long or reach from 

Vancouver, B.C. to Los Angeles" (Olympia Chamber of Commerce promotional information, ca. 1930). But even 

Washington Veneer's Plant No. 1 shut down for nine months in late 1932 and early 1933. Plant No. l reopened 

in May 1933 and Plant No. 2 in July. 

Fred Robinson was one of the original stockholders in the Olympia Veneer Company. His son, John 

Robinson, was asked whether most of the millworkers lived in the Bigelow Highlands area. He said, "I think 

most of them were in this area ... the east side. Primarily because you could get to work. Lots of them rode 

bicycles, many of them walked down State St. to the mill. And if you lived out in Tumwater somewhere, it was 

just a long walk is all. Not very bright, because those guys showed up at five o'clock in the morning:' 

A SOCIO-ECONOMIC"SNAPSHOT" OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD, 1936 

In order to determine the basis for the moniker"Workingman's Hill;' we analyzed data from two Polk city 

directories - 1936 and 1946. (1936 is the first year the city directory contains a cross-index by street address.) It's 

necessary to keep in mind the following limitations: in 1936, a number of residents - about 28 percent - did not 

report employment. Whether this is due to the Depression or because the compilers of the city directory failed 

to record the information, we cannot know for sure. Also, usually only the head of the household provided 

employment information - if there were spouses, children, or boarders working, this information was not 

necessarily captured. So, with these constraints in mind, let's take a look at the neighborhood in 1936. 

There were about 290 occupied residences in 1936. (This compares with about 500 today.) The occupa

tions reported by residents were quite diverse. The timber and wood-products industries employed 67 people, 

or about 23 percent of the population. The major employers in this category were Olympia Veneer (21), 

Washington Veneer (20), Capitol Plywood (14), logging ( unspecified) ( 4), and Hyak Lumber & Millwork (3) . 

"Pop's" Wee Tavem 
''Little Bar, Big Pitcher" 

4TH AND OENTRAL 
C. ( Obarlle) Talmap 

100% Union 

Advertisement J,-0111 the Lnhor Mirror, October 8, 1937. The beer /Jal/ tvns 
011 the so11thtvest corner of Fo11rth n11d Ce11tral. 

About 26 residents - 9 percent - were small 

business owners ( or co-owners) or self-employed. 

Businesses included service stations, grocery 

stores, drug stores, auto parts stores, auto wreck

ing, blacksmiths, restaurants, bakeries, barbers, 

florists, radio repair, shoe repair, sheet metal 

fabrication, and a furniture store. The self

employed worked as building contractors, 

electrical contractors, carpenters, plumbers, 

painters, sign makers, and bricklayers. Govern-
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ment and municipal agencies employed 23 people (about 8 percent): federal (2), state (11), county (2), city (4), 

and school district (3). The neighborhood was home to 1 attorney, 1 physician, 1 pharmacist, 1 pastor, 1 tugboat 

operator, and a number of delivery drivers, clerks, and cashiers. A relatively small number of people worked for 

Olympia's other large employers: Olympia Brewing Co., Olympia Canning Co., Olympia Creamery Co., Olym

pia Milk Producers Association, and Pacific Fruit and Produce Co. employed only 9 neighborhood residents 

according to the 1936 city directory. 

The importance of the automobile is reflected in the fact that 27 residents' work involved either auto sales, 

auto service, or driving. 

Mm-30s To Mrn-40s 

In 1939, Washington Veneer, the"industrial backbone of the community;' employed 700 men in its two 

veneer plants, woodworking factory and allied enterprises. The Weyerhaeuser Timber Company acquired an 

interest in Washington Veneer in 1940. The all-time peak production was in 1941. 

In 1940, Olympia had a population of 12,906. In the 1940s, Olympia enjoyed economic prosperity."In 

Olympia, which, of course, had the burgeoning industry of state government just up the hill from the harbor, 

'sawmills and woodworking plants, knitting mills and oyster-packing houses cover the area between the east and 

west bays ... Adjacent to the mitten-shaped tideflat is anchorage deep enough for ocean-going freighters; and in 

the shallow waters nearby are the beds of the delicious Olympia oyster"' (Chasan, p. 86). 

t!{1fl &lJ 

0;[21 ' ~ .i" 

,,: 0 

1945 update to the 1924 Sanborn 111ap, portion of sheet 23. (Copyright 1924 Sanborn Map Co111pany, EDR Sanborn, foe. Tliis Sanborn Map was 
reproduced with writtrn per111issio11 frn111 EDR Sanborn, Inc. Further reproductions are prohibited without prior written pmnission from EDR 
Sanborn, Inc.) 
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Right 1111d faci11g page: 1945 update to t/Je 1924 
Sa11born 111ap, sheet 16. Sheet 16 /Jas the 11otatio11 
"Netv S/Jeet Dec. 1938." (Copyright 1924 Sa11born 
Map Co111pa11y, EDR Sa11born, Inc. T/Jis Sa11born 
Map was reproduced with written per111issio11 Jro111 
EDR Sa11born, Inc. F11rt/Jer reproductio11s are 
pro/Jibited wit/Jout prior written pern1issio11 fro111 
EDR Sa11born, Inc.) 

Olympia's largest industrial em

ployers of 1944 were Washington Veneer 

Co., Olympia Canning Co., Olympia 

Veneer Co., Olympia Brewing Co., 

Midfield Packers, Hyak Lumber & 

Millwork Co., Panama Shingle Co., 

Puget Sound Shipbuilding Co., Olympia 

Creamery Co., Olympia Wood Preserv

ing Co., and Avery Hardwood Mill. 

Fruit and cannery workers earned 71.5 

cents per hour; laborers earned $1.15 per 

hour. 

In 1946, the shareholders of 

Olympia Veneer approved the sale of the 

plant to St. Paul and Tacoma Lumber 

Co. 

A Soc10-EcoNoM1c"SNAPSHOT" 

OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD, 1946 

According to the Polk city direc

tory, the Bigelow Highlands neighbor

hood had 336 residences in 1946. As in a 

decade earlier, the occupations of 

neighborhood residents were varied, but 

the beginning of a trend is evident: the 

wood-products industries are employing 

fewer people, and government is employ

ing more people. The timber and wood

products industries employed 44 people, 

or about 13 percent of the population, a 

decline of 10 percent from 1936. The 

major employers in this category were 
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Washington Veneer (26) and Olympia Veneer (9). The second largest employer was the State of Washington 

(34), showing an increase of 32 percent from 1936. There are increases in federal employees: about 7 percent of 

the population either worked at Fort Lewis or listed the U.S. (military) as their employer. 

Overall, the range of occupations was similar to those in 1936 - contractors, carpenters, engineers, drivers, 

salesmen, cooks, barbers and beauticians, grocers, bakers, meatcutters, teachers, seamstresses, bookkeepers, and 

clerks. Auto service and sales provided employment for 6 percent of the population. Olympia's other large 

employers - Olympia Brewing Company, Olympia Canning Company, Olympia Creamery Company, and 

Olympia Milk Producers Association - employed 13 people, or 4 percent of the neighborhood's population. 

POST-WORLD WAR II 

The 1950s were a transitional period: large grocery and drug"super stores" started competing with small, 

family-run stores. When Interstate 5 opened in 1958, the identity of the business corridor along East Fourth and 

State Avenues changed dramatically. The era of "progress" contributed to a decline in the cohesiveness of the 

neighborhood. 

By the 1960s, finished lumber operations were in decline, and the shipment oflogs took precedence."The 

Port of Olympia was representative. During the 1950s, its main business was supplying the East Coast with 

sawn lumber and the products of three plywood mills that had been built during the 1920s. The mills, with 

antiquated machinery and rigid labor contracts, did not survive the 1960s" (Chasan, p. 118). 

F11ei11g pnge: 1945 11pdate to tlie 1924 S1111hol'II 11111p, portio11 of slieet 18. 
(Copyriglit 1924 S1111hol'II M11p Co111p1111y, EDR S1111hor1J, foe. This 
S1111hor1J M11p 11111s reprod11eed 111itl, written per111issio11 Jro111 EDR 
S1111hor1J, foe. F11rtlier reprod11etio11s 11re proliihited 111itlio11t prior 111ritte11 
per111issio11 Jro111 EDR S1111horn, foe .) 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

NINETEENTH CENTURY RESIDENTS AND LANDOWNERS 

Who were the nineteenth century settlers in the Bigelow Highlands area, and where did they build? The 

earliest residents were of European ancestry - mostly English, Irish, and German. Some relocated from Canada, 

and some were Civil War veterans from the eastern and midwestern United States. About half of the property in 

the neighborhood was owned by nonresident landowners. There were scattered small farms and orchards, mixed 

with"downtown-oriented" houses within a block or two of the Olympia-Steilacoom Road. Most of the homes 

were along Fourth, State (west of Tullis), Olympia (west of Tullis), Puget (north to Bigelow), Central (north to 

Bigelow), and Bigelow (east to Fir). Before 1900, there were seven homes along Bigelow Ave. between Puget and 

Turner Streets. 

RESIDENTS 

MALCOLM]. AND MARY (DOCHERTY) WEATHERBIE AND FAMILY 

The Weatherbies lived at 206 N. Central, on the northeast corner of Central and State. Malcolm 

Weatherbie came to Olympia from Prince Edward Island in about 1886. He was a well-to-do wood dealer and 

businessman, and owned a 160-acre farm south of the city. Weatherbie was a member of the volunteer fire 

department"and for more than fourteen years attended every fire in Olympia:'The Weatherbies had six children: 

William, George, Ray, Pansy, Ida, and Cecil. 

Malcolm Weatherbie was dragged to his death at age 47 in 1910 in an grisly accident on the Boundary 

Road involving a runaway horse hitched to a small sulky. Mrs. Weatherbie remained in the family home until her 

death in 1934. Granddaughter Maxine Nunn remembers the house as large and very nice, with a parlor, a wrap

around porch, and four upstairs bedrooms. The house was torn down around 1950. 

Ray Weatherbie lived at 207 Lybarger for many years. He worked at Washington Veneer, and rode the bus 

to work in the Tacoma shipyards during World War II. George Weatherbie lived in the Craftsman-style house 

on the northeast corner of Eastside St. and State Ave. Pansy (Mrs. Frank Campbell) also stayed in the neigh

borhood. 

In April 1931, C. S. Weatherbie applied to the City Commission for a permit to build a gas station on the 

northeast corner of State and Central. Area residents Gerhard Faber, Jacob Secrist, John Mattson, and seven 

others protested vigorously and the application was not granted. 

EDWIN 0. AND ESTHER ROBBINS AND FAMILY 

Edwin 0. Robbins was a prominent contractor and builder, insurance and real estate agent, and a crew 

member in 1888 on 'Old Columbia,' the city's fire engine. E. 0. Robbins is listed as a farmer in the 1889 territo

rial census. He and Esther had four children: Ernest, Edwin J., Edith, and Etta. 

For many years, the Robbins' residence was on the north side of Fourth between Eastside and Puget. The 
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pioneer decorated homestead-style Robbins House at 606 N. Central St. was built about 1890 by E. 0. Robbins 

in a plank construction style. In 1902, E. 0. Robbins owned the residence at 1207 Olympia Ave. 

Edwin Jessie Robbins, son of Edwin 0. and Esther Robbins, came to Olympia with his parents in about 

1881. He was a carpenter by trade and built many of the houses in Olympia. 

At the time of Edwin J.'s death in 1944, the family home was at 1800 Fourth, on the northeast corner of 

Fourth and Fir. Edwin J. Robbins was the father of Ernest 0. Robbins, who ran Robbins Radio Service at 1803 

State from about 1930-1950. 

JoHN McSoRLEY 

John McSorley, a Civil War veteran, was born in Ireland. According to correspondence in his probate file, 

he "ran away from home when he was but 16 years of age having taken from his father's house a sum of money 

amounting to about 100 dollars:• He reportedly went to Philadelphia, and later worked on a railway and made 

his way to San Francisco. He was in the Olympia area by the 1880s. From 1886-1892, he was involved in numer

ous real estate transactions, frequently buying land at public auction for the unpaid taxes. The 1888 Polk direc

tory lists "McSorley, John, laborer, East Side nr limits E o:• Interestingly, an entry in the Washington Standard 

on February 20, 1885 says that John McSorley was judged insane. He is not listed in the admissions book for 

Western State Hospital at Steilacoom. There are no listings for McSorley in the 1890, 1892, or 1902 city 

directories, although we know he sold property in 1890 and platted McSorley's Addition in 1892. He does not 

appear in the 1889 or 1900 censuses. However, the 1910 census lists a John McSorlley, age 75. He died in August 

1913. 

LANDON BETHEL AND ELIZA BETHEL BARNES AND FAMILY 

The Bethels first came to the Olympia area from Illinois in 1886. In 1888, Eliza L. Bethel bought Ayers' 

Addition, block 1 for $1000.00. The Bethels listed their livelihood as farmers in 1888 - "res n s 4th e of East Side 

E O:' Their farm was in the area around Fourth to State and Bethel to Central. The city directory lists three sons 

residing on the farm with their parents: Clarence (laborer), John T. (laborer), and Landon Lee Bethel. 

The 1889 territorial census for Thurston County lists a sizeable family. Landon gives his profession as 

"Capitalist:' He and Eliza had seven children: Maria (Mrs. John Cole), a school teacher, Landon L., Clarence, 

John Thomas, Griselda (Mrs. Charles Pridham), Walter, and Sylvester. 

Landon L. ( the son) died in April 1890. The senior Bethels platted Bethel's First Subdivision in April 

1890. Landon Bethel ( the father) died of typhoid fever on March 31, 1891. He had lived in the city for 4 years, 

"succeeded well in business, and made many solid friends:• 

In 1894, John T. and his brother-in-law, Charles Pridham, established Bethel & Pridham, a grocery busi

ness on Capitol Way. The 1902 property tax records show J. T. Bethel and C.H. Pridham as owners of block 19, 

Ayers' Addition (Fourth to Thurston, McCormick to Turner) . Block 19 has no improvements (dwellings) listed. 
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In 1902, Maria A. Bethel Cole and Eliza Ley Bethel Barnes own the majority of lots in Bethel's First Subdivision 

of Ayers' Addition, block 1. 

The 1900 census lists Clarence and Della Bethel as farmers residing at"Central nr. Fourth:' In 1901, 

Clarence owned 4.8 acres of oyster lands on Henderson Inlet. Also in 1901, Clarence became the proprietor of 

his brother's store, and ran the Bethel Grocery Store on Capitol Way until 1949. Maria moved to The Dalles, 

Oregon; Griselda moved to Goldendale, Washington, and Sylvester moved to California. 

Mrs. Eliza L. Bethel married pioneer businessman George A. Barnes on March 18, 1897, at Barnes' 

residence at Fourth and Adams. (An aside: George A. Barnes was business partners with William N. Ayers in 

the 1850s. The Bethels' property was part of Ayers' original Donation Land Claim.) Eliza was prominent in 

charitable work and was active in the Ladies' Relief Society. She died in 1904 at age 65 of"stomach trouble:' 

JAMES A. AND LOUISE GRIFFEY AND FAMILY 

James A. Griffey, 1228 State (corner of Tullis), arrived in Olympia in 1887. Griffey worked for the Puget 

Sound Pipe Company, engaged in the real estate business, and served on the Olympia police force. He died in 

1894 of Bright's disease of the kidneys, leaving a young wife, Louise, and one-year-old child, Frederick. 

HIRAM AND ALVIRA YOUNG AND FAMILY 

Hiram Frederick Young, a Civil War veteran, lived with his wife Alvira and five children ( Gilbert, William, 

Ervin, Edith, and Mary) in a two-story home at 1815 Bigelow, just east of Fir. They came to Olympia about 

1888, and purchased a three-acre tract from D. R. Bigelow. Young was a carpenter by trade, and probably built 

the family home. A great-grandson said that he had a lumber mill in the South Bay area. Mr. Young passed away 

Hirn111 a11d Alvira Yo1111g a11d fa111ily lived at 1815 Bigelow Ave. (Co11rtesy of Bill & 
Ja ckie B1111ce) 

from an internal hemorrhage in 1900 at age 

57; Mrs. Young died in 1926. The sons 

never married; Edith married grocer Scott 

Bunce, and Mary married James Smith. In 

1914, Alvira and Ervin owned the property 

along the south side of Bigelow Ave. from 

the city limits (Fairview) west to about 

present-day McCormick. 

JAMES W. AND SARAH ROBERTSON AND 

FAMILY 

James W. and Sarah Jane (Cox) 

Robertson and family settled in 1889 on 

the northwest corner of Thurston and 

Lybarger. J. W . and Sarah moved to Olym

pia from Nebraska with their six children: 
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Wilbur Wade, Myrtle Cecelia, Alberta Goldie, Frank Ray, Edna Eugenia, and Daisy Deloraine. J. W. died in 

1899 of tuberculosis, at age 59, in his daughter Goldie's home on the corner of Eastside and Bigelow. Goldie later 

wrote that"My father had selected two lots on the Eastside - Swantown - a block east of Central Street and two 

blocks North of Fourth Street, in the heart of dense woods. He set eight men at work clearing a space for our 

house. We moved in as soon as the roof was on. My mother asked him why he chose a home site so far from 

town. He replied, winking at me, because we've got four girls and I wanted to make it hard for the boys to get 

here" (Knox, 1979, p.18). George and Goldie Funk's granddaughter, Norma Kinney, believes that]. W . built the 

Funk house:"! was informed thatJ.W. built the home at 1202 Olympia Ave. It could very well mean that he did 

that for a living:' 

HANNAH FLORENCE HUMPHREY 

Hannah Florence Humphrey came to Olympia from Harrisburg, Oregon, around 1889 and platted the 

Highland Park Addition. She lived in the large home at 503 Puget, and owned property on the east side of Puget 

St. City directories list her occupation in 1890 as "clerk;' and"boarding" in 1902 and 1906. In the 1910 census she 

reported her livelihood as nurse. Miss Humphrey never married. She was the sister of Harriet E. Henderson 

(Harriet Noble from 1899-1914), who moved to Olympia in 1878 with her first husband,John Leland 

H enderson, whom she divorced in 1892. Harriet moved into the Puget St. home about 1914, prompted by her 

divorce from her second husband, Rev. Stewart L. Noble. (See chapter 9 for more information on Mrs. 

Henderson.) Miss Humphrey died in 1920. 

E. S. AND LOUISA FORD 

Louisa (Mrs. E. S.) Ford, a resident of Olympia from 1890-1896, died in her home at 802 Bethel St. after 

an illness of about three weeks. The death record lists "uraemia" as the cause of death. She was 42, and a"house

wife:' Mrs. Ford had been active in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

MRS. MARY ANNA (PHILLIPS) RAMBO AND FAMILY 

Mrs. Rambo was born in 1862. According to granddaughter Margaret Ashbaugh, her family "came over the 

plains at the time of Ezra Meeker" [1850s] and settled in Steilacoom. She came to Olympia in about 1871. Mary 

Anna married Albert L. Phillips sometime before 1877. The 1888 Polk city directory lists "Phillips, Albert L., 
shoemaker, res 9t1, n w corner Cherry:' Mary Anna and Albert had four children: Josephine (Joe), Ralph, Marga

ret (Daisy), and Lillian. Albert, who was 16 years older than Mary, died in 1890, the same year Lillian was born. 

Harry S. (Sam) Rambo married Mary Phillips on November 25, 1891. An unconfirmed story is that Mr. 

Rambo had the home at 222 N. Central built as a gift for his bride. Mary Anna and Harry had two daughters, 

Retta and Pearl. The 1900 census lists Harry and M . A. Rambo and the five youngest children at the house on 

Central St. 

The 1902-03 Polk city directory lists "Rambo, Harry S, fireman steamer City of Aberdeen, res 410 N. 

Central:'The 1902 property tax records list the owner of the home as Mary Ann Rambo. Harry disappears from 
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Mrs. Rambo a11d family i11 Jro11t of their /Jome at 222 N. Central St., ca. 1909. (Courtesy of Pat Rickert) 

the records. He is not buried in Thurston County or listed in the Washington State death index. The 1910 

census lists Mary Anna Rambo as head of household, with Lillie Phillips, Retta and Pearl Rambo as daughters. 

In1910 Retta and Lillie are employed as"general helper, knitting mills:' M argaret Ashbaugh described her 

grandmother as a stern, severe woman. The husbands were never mentioned. Curiously, Mrs. Rambo's obituary 

(1939) states that she"was married to Harry Rambo who preceded her in death several years ago:• 

Josephine married and moved to Prineville, Oregon; Ralph moved to Cosmopolis. Margaret and husband 

Ed Mohler ran the Rainier Hotel in downtown Olympia in the late 1920s-early 1930s. They later owned and 

operated a four-plex in Tacoma. Lillian, Retta, and Pearl remained in Olympia, and one or more of the sisters 

lived at 222 N. Central until 1971, when Ellis and Pat (Faber) Swearingen purchased the home. Retta, who was 

separated from husband Rudolph Wilson, worked downtown at Mottman's Mercantile Company. Lillian 

worked for the State License Department for 13 years. From 1935 to 1965, she and Pearl ran the Gwen Gayle 

Grocery and Market on the corner of State and Central (see chapter 11). 
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MATHESON AND WELLER FAMILIES 

Walter Matheson, described in his obituary as "one of the best known pioneer men of this district;' worked 

in railroad contracting, principally in the Southwestern states, and was connected with the building of the Union 

Pacific to the Sound in the early 1890s. Walter and Elizabeth Matheson, Nova Scotia natives, moved to Olympia 

in 1892 with six of their seven children: G eorge A., Mrs. M . Monroe, May (Mrs. F. L. Morris),John W ., Harvey 

E., Elizabeth A., and Hannah B. (Mrs. William A. Weller). 

The Mathesons resided at 1202 Third (later renumbered to 1252 State) on the northeast corner of State 

and Tullis. Son John W. was partners with William A. Weller in the firm of Weller & Matheson, Express & 

Drayage, situated at 416 Main (Capitol Way) . 

Elizabeth Matheson - the daughter - was a teacher at Washington School for many years. She remained in 

the family home until her death in December 1956. 

H annah married William A. Weller in June 1894. They resided at 1107 Third, on the south side of State 

St. between Puget and Tullis - diagonally across the street from Hannah's parents. Their first child, a son, died a 

few hours after birth. In 1900 the Wellers had a daughter, Violet, and later adopted a son, Raymond. Bill and 

The Matheson l?ouse 011 the northeast corner of Tullis a11d State, ca. 1905. (Courtesy of Martin Meyer) 
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Hannah lived on State St. until 1914 or 1915, when they moved to a south Olympia neighborhood. Hannah 

died in 1915. 

By 1909, Weller was the proprietor of the Weller Coal Company located on Columbia at Seventh. He had 

one of the first working trucks in Olympia. A 1931 article says that"The first concrete sidewalk in the city was 

built from materials supplied by the Olympia Sand and Gravel Company. The walk is still in existence along 

Capitol Way, as solid as the day it was laid by William Weller who was then a contractor" ( Olympia Building 

Trades Council, 1931, p. 43) . 

H11111111h, Violet, 1111d Bill Weller tvitli their dog Rex i1119O5. Tlie Weller home 11111s 011 tlie south side of St11te between Puget 1111d Ti,llis . (Courtesy of 
M11rti11 Meyer) 

NONRESIDENT HOMEOWNERS 

Many properties within the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood, both improved and unimproved, were 

owned by nonresidents. A comparison between tax records from 1892 and city directories shows that many 

houses were not owner-occupied. Of 20 dwellings identified in the 1892 tax rolls, about 30 percent were owner

occupied and 44 percent were not owner-occupied. Of the remaining 26 percent, no information could be found 

to confirm the property owner's place of residence. Several of these "absentee" home owners were well known 

entrepreneurs and professional men of the city. 
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Along Third (State) Sr. in 1892, homes were owned by school teacher Charles V Leach (1206 State), 

restaurateur Lawrence Cormier (1211 State), attorney and historian John C. Rathbun (northeast corner of 

Tullis and State), physician Martin L. Adams ( 1264 State), and music-goods merchant John C. Aten ( 1500 

block). Carpenter Robert Rawson owned a home in the 1400 block of Fourth. 

Laborer and painter Frank Ball owned a home at 1812 Thurston. His address is given simply as "East 

Olympia" in the birth records for his children. Mr. Ball reported himself as an oysterman in 1892, a laborer in 

1894, and a merchant in 1900. His wife was Rosena. 

1604 Thurston was owned by George Anderson, a hostler for Drewry & Son. Elmer Clark owned a home 

at 1612 Thurston. (Coincidentally, unrelated Clarks lived at 1612 Thurston in the 1920s-1970s.) 

Ellsworth E. Crego, listed as a newspaper reporter in the 1889 census, owned a home near 818 Bethel; 

carpenter Edward Grow and wife Laville owned a home in vicinity of 1268-1304 Glass, and Harriet M. 

Hubbard owned a home at 1503 Glass. 

In 1892, Ira S. and S. A. Smith owned houses at 1513 Prospect and 401 Lybarger. Joshua and Mary Banner 

owned a one-acre property with a dwelling adjacent to Hiram Young's, between Glass and Bigelow, McCormick 

and Fir. There is no evidence that Smith or Banner lived on the properties. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

MRS. HARRIET HENDERSON, DOORSTEP BABIES, AND THE ASSEMBLY OF 

Goo 

FACT VERSUS LEGEND 

There is a legend that Mrs. Harriet Henderson took illegitimate infant children - some rumored to be the 

children of prostitutes - and placed them on the doorsteps of well-to-do citizens. According to the story, the 

wealthy took the infants in and raised them as their own. The "doorstep baby" phenomenon occurred mostly in 

1899-1902, but may have continued quietly into the second decade of the twentieth century. In the teens, Mrs. 

Henderson was active in the emerging Pentecostal church movement and provided the land for Olympia's first 

Assembly of God church on the corner of Puget St. and Bigelow Ave. 

Harriet Henderson, known as Harriet Noble from 1899 to about 1914, was a well known lady of Olympia. 

Born Harriet Elizabeth Humphrey in September 1856 in Harrisburg, Oregon, she married John Leland 

Henderson in 1873. The Hendersons moved to Olympia in 1878 when Mr. Henderson accepted a position as a 

school teacher"in the schoolhouse near where Maple Park now is:' Harriet bore six children - John Leland, Anna 

Julia, Louis, Edwin, Sidney, and Faith - between 1874 and 1889. The family resided"n s Plum 1 n of 2nd E O" -

in present-day street names, on East Bay Dr. between Olympia and Glass Avenues. 

Mr. Henderson graduated from Cornell University in 1873, and taught school for 17 years. He taught in 

the Business Department at the Olympia Collegiate Institute from 1879 to about 1888: "March 7, 1879. 

Henderson and Bean will open a first class school in Union Academy early in September, designed to furnish 

academic or collegiate preparation. The academy will have no connection with the Public School, as hereto fore a 

fact which alone will secure a valuable prestaige [sic]" (History of Olympia Schools, n.p.) . In 1885 he was City 

Treasurer, and entered into the abstract and real estate business as Henderson & Guyot. On February 4, 1889, 

John and Harriet Henderson partnered with John G. and Lura Lybarger to file the plat for Henderson's and 

Lybarger's subdivision of block 14 and the east half of and northwest quarter of block 23 of Ayers' Addition to 

the City of Olympia. By 1890 Mr. Henderson was in partnership with his brother, L. F. Henderson, as 

Henderson Bros. Land and Collection Agents, before he moved back to Oregon. 

Mrs. Henderson's younger sister, Hannah Florence Humphrey, came to Olympia around 1889 and ac

quired considerable real estate holdings on both sides of Puget St.; she platted the Highland Park Addition to 

the City of Olympia. She lived in the large home at 503 Puget. Other occupants included her mother P. W. 

Humphrey, her cousin, A. E. Loomis, and a boarder, Orson Currey. Miss Humphrey never married. 

In 1892, Harriet divorced John on the grounds of desertion. In 1895, daughter Julia moved to Oregon to 

live with her paternal grandmother. Julia committed suicide in New Orleans in December 1896. Her obituary 

reads, " ... her father and mother have not lived together happily for some years. This has always distressed Julia 

and after going to her southern home she became ill with fever and was sick several months. This sickness added 

to her mental troubles is believed to have impelled her to the desperate deed. She shot herself in the head with a 
revolver:' 
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In February 1899, Harriet Henderson married Rev. Stewart L. Noble, a"Quaker evangelist;' in Seattle. 

During their marriage, the Nobles adopted two daughters, Katherine and Dorothy. Katherine was born in 

Tacoma on September 27, 1902. Harriet and the girls moved into the home at 503 Puget St. about 1914, the 

year of her divorce from Noble on the grounds of "abandonment and cruelty:• Miss Humphrey died in 1920; 

Mrs. Henderson in 1925. The house remained in the family for many years and was known to east-side residents 

as the Henderson house into the 1940s. 

Mrs. Harriet Noble Henderson, shown tvith her adopted daughter Dorothy, ca. 1910. (Courtesy of June Sturdevant) 

DooRSTEP BABIES 

68 

Ninety-year-old Eunice Gillette said the following about Mrs. Henderson and the home at 503 Puget St.: 

Eunice Gillette: There was a big house, Mrs. Henderson lived there. That was the lady who 

picked up the lead [sic] babies and left them on doorsteps ... Well, she'd go to different places and 

pick up these babies and leave them on people's doorsteps that didn't have any babies that were 

very well-to-do. One of them was Paul Neuffer. The Neuffer jewelry store. That was one of 

them that she placed. Another one was Tom Taylor who owns the Spar. 

Rebecca Christie: So they were orphaned? 
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Eunice Gillette: No, but they were ... there's so much to this. On the corner of Fourth and Main, 

there's a drugstore, Prigmore and Sears at that time, and when I was a baby, my mother would 

wheel me downtown and .. . see, the east part of town, up toward Puget St., was flooded a lot of 

the time. State St. is all fill. Anyway, at that time the Olympian was down about a block from 

that drugstore, and on the other side of the street was what they called the red-light district. 

Where the ladies-in-waiting were there. And this man, a child apparently, buy some lady down 

there. That's what I was told anyway, that's the legend. And he left it on Tom's. She knew. I don't 

know how she knew where they went. Where they belonged. On his doorstep. He was a doctor 

in our town. Nice man, good doctor. He's dead now. No one went across that street unless they 

were looked on, frowned on ... We could see the Henderson's house from that street, up on the 

hill there, where she lived. Her name was not Henderson then, what was it ... Mrs ... oh, I can't 

think of it ... Mrs. Noble, that was it .. . Mrs. Noble, yes ... she had a daughter, named Katherine 

Noble, and down East Bay Dr. there was another house down there that Mrs. Eaton, and they 

left a couple of babies there on her porch. (Note: Mrs. Julia (Eaton) Frank told Ms. Christie 

that she and her brother Charles were adopted through the Children's Home Society of Wash

ington. Mrs. Gillette's accuracy may be questionable.) 

Rebecca Christie: So when she would leave these babies on the doorsteps, did the people always 

take them in? 

Eunice Gillette: Yes, they took them in as their own. Raised them. 

The phenomenon of a baby being placed on a doorstep was not an isolated occurrence. Jeanette Hawkins, 

proprietor of Jo Mama's restaurant at 120 Pear St. NE, was told the following story by a woman in her eighties 

who came into the restaurant about six years ago. "The woman lived in the house for about six months in 1929, 

when it was Trullinger's Boarding House. While there, she was told that three babies had once been left on the 

doorstep; one of them was adopted by the Trullingers and ultimately became mayor of Olympia. The other two 

babies were adopted out, and the adoptive parents were very secretive about where the children came from:• 

Efforts to verify these stories led to newspaper articles confirming eight abandoned or doorstep babies: 

Alonzo Elliott Oades (May 1899), Paul Clements Neuffer (November 1899),Jesse Truman Trullinger (April 

1900), (boy) Schamber (September 1902), (boy) White/Cormier (October 1902), (girl] Cormier (November 

1902), (girl) Boston (November 1902), and (boy) Warren (December 1902). 

THAT MYSTERIOUS BABY. Facts in the Case Are Beginning to Leak Out. 

The mystery surrounding the infant left on the doorstep of the Neuffer home on Saturday 

evening seems to have in measure faded. In some quarters, at least, it is definitely known who 

the parents of the child are, and what is further certain the identity of the party who carried the 

baby to the Neuffer porch, and deposited it there is also known. It will do no good to state who 

the parents are, but it is sufficient to say that the mother lives in this city and the father is in 

Oregon. It is the old story, and no one would be the gainer by the publication of the names in 

the case. It was supposed by parties who heard the retreating footsteps immediately after the 
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baby was laid on the doorstep that they were those of a man, but such was not the case. The 

party who carried the child to the Neuffer home was a woman well known in this city, who was 

prompted to the action by friendship for the unfortunate mother. From all that can be learned 

there will be no effort on the part of the mother to reclaim the child (Morning Olympian, 

November 22, 1899). 

MORE ABOUT THAT BABY. Woman Acknowledges Leaving the Child at the Trullinger 

Home. 

" .. . Yesterday a woman who is zealous in religious matters admitted that she had brought the 

child to this city on Saturday last and on that evening placed it on the Trullinger doorstep. Her 

motive, she says, was to help out parties whom she did not know, but she says she did know that 

Mr. and Mrs. Trullinger were Christian people and would give the little one a good home ... The 

Olympia woman is over-zealous in what she considers her duty as a Christian .. . The name of 

the woman who abandoned the baby is withheld for reasons best known to the police" 

(Morning Olympian, May 3, 1900). 

"The Ladies' Relief Society is endeavoring to find a home for the little waif left at the home of 

William W. Warren, corner of Plum and Puget streets, a few nights ago. Mr Warren has bright 

children of his own and is not in a position to adopt the little follow [sic]. It is altogether 

probable that this particular youngster will be the cause of an official investigation into the long 

continued practice of leaving babies on Olympia door steps and if there is any way to put a stop 

to it it will probably be put into use. Of course, there have long been suspicions which in the 

public opinion are deemed sufficiently well founded to be considered facts, and an effort will be 

made to substantiate them so as to put a stop to future operations" (Morning Olympian, 

December 30, 1902) . 

PROSTITUTION, BIRTH CONTROL, AND UNMARRIED MOTHERS 

To provide background for the baby-on-the-doorstep phenomenon, we must explore several issues: how 

society dealt with illegitimate children, what Olympia's red-light district was like, and how unmarried women 

dealt with issues of birth control and children. 

In the late nineteenth century, charity organization societies became popular in many cities as a way to 

organize private charity work."These organizations were predicated on the principle that it was essential to 

distinguish the 'worthy' from the 'unworthy' poor" (Shared Experience, p. 19). A dominant view in the 1890s was 

that "Orphans, and perhaps even children with living parents, might be deserving of aid, but in the eyes of many 

placing-out advocates, poor parents were not, virtually by definition. Children were not only orphaned by death 

in their view; some children became 'virtual orphans' when their parents became 'morally dead' due to ctrink, 

licentiousness, crime,' and other causes" (Hacsi, p. 61) . 

Olympia did not have an orphan asylum. Turn-of-the century Olympians could - at least in theory - turn 

to several charitable organizations for aid: the Ladies' Relief Society of Olympia, the White Shield home in 
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Tacoma, or the Children's Home Society of Washington. 

In 1888, the Ladies' Relief Society of Olympia was formed, its object "the relief and assistance of the 

worthy poor of the City of Olympia ... The organization served as Traveler's Aid, Social Welfare, Employment 

Aid and Child Placement agencies in those early days ... The minutes of 1890 disclose that the irganization [sic] 
had dreams of building a home to be known as the 'Olympia Widow and Orphans Home' to be especially for 

'lone women and children."' The Society was not able to raise sufficient funds to build the home ( Olympia 

News, October 21, 1948). 

Some children adopted by Olympia families came from the White Shield home in Tacoma, a"rescue home" 

for unmarried mothers. The home was established in 1889 by the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. The 

object of the home was "the promotion of moral purity by providing a home for tempted and erring women and 

girls who manifest a desire to lead a virtuous life, and by procuring employment for their future support:' The 

non-sectarian home welcomed 'inmates' from all parts of the state. "Its only passport is a desire to lead a pure life, 

and a willingness to obey the rules of the institution:' The home's rescue committee members visited "haunts of 

sin" - "The duties of the rescue committee are defined by the name. Every effort is put forth by the members of 

this committee to reach erring women and girls. No matter how vile the place, no matter how debased the 

individual, they do not hesitate to enter, and in the name of the Master reach out the helping hand and speak the 

words of tender pleading for a better life:· By 1893, 180 persons had sought shelter in the home; of these, about 

50 were infants who were born there. About half of these infants were adopted into Christian homes. By 1916, 

1,500 unmarried mothers had been cared for in the home. The Tacoma White Shield home was not affiliated 

with the Salvation Army's White Shield Home in Portland, which served a similar function. 

The Washington Children's Home Society, based in Seattle, was founded in 1896 by the Rev. Harrison D. 

Brown and Libbie Beach Brown. They embraced the motto "For every homeless child, there is a childless home;' 

and the Browns sought to place children in homes rather than in orphanages. "The idea of placing children for 

adoption was entirely new to the Northwest. With numerous orphanages in place, this method of care was 

firmly embedded in the public mind. Additionally, there existed a prejudice against homeless, neglected, and 

abused children, especially those of illegitimate birth" (A Century of Turning Hope into Reality, p. 13). The Society's 

scope was not limited to Seattle; there were districts statewide. There was a district covering the Olympia area, 

supervised by the Rev. Luther J. Covington. 

Olympia's red-light district was along Main St. (present-day Capitol Way) north of Third St. (present

day State St.) . It flourished from the 1880s until 1910. By the 1890s,"the restricted district was running full 

blast ... Every Puget Sound city with pretensions toward metropolitan stature had a restricted district ... and every 

restricted district was dominated by a 'Boss Sport.' In Olympia the Boss Sport was one William (Big Bill) 

McGowan ... His Green Tree saloon on lower Main street was where the action was, particularly when his dance 

hall girls were permitted to ply their trade" (Newell, p. 185-186). In 1907, saloons operated around the clock on a 

seven day a week basis. Morally offended citizens pressured the city to have the police"put the lid on" and restrict 

the operating hours of saloons (Newell, p. 218-219). The restricted district was shut down in December 1910. 

The Morning Olympian reported that"Slowly but surely the growth of the business section of the city has 

forced the district from the corner of Third and Main streets to below Second street, and now the progress of 
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the city, and the moral atmosphere that is sweeping the country, has forced the district from the city." 

Prostitutes did not generally use diaphragms or condoms - 'sporting houses' preferred a salve of vaseline 

and boric acid to the condom. A popular solution in many houses of prostitution was vaginal injections of 

carbolic acid to prevent conception and avoid venereal contagion. Other contraceptive douches consisted of 

injections of cold or warm water, solutions of bicarbonate of soda, borax, bichloride of mercury ... potassium 

bitartrate, alum, dilute vinegar, lysol, creolin, and other agents to remove or sterilize the sperm" (Haller and 

Haller, p. 117 -118, 262). Druggist's shelves of the late 19th century were filled with patent and proprietary 

medicines, induding"Sir James Clark's pills (aloes, hellebore, powdered savin, ergot, iron, solid extracts of tansy 

and rue) [which were) an abortifacient" (Haller and Haller, p. 284). 

MRS, HENDERSON'S PENTECOSTAL WORK 

Harriet Henderson's obituary tells us that"Mrs. Henderson was for 35 years a member of the Methodist 

Episcopal church of this city, giving up her membership to devote all her time to rescue and Pentecostal work. 

She was justly proud of the fact that in addition to raising her family she had raised and educated from baby

hood six more adopted children in the Far East. Her last enterprise was the donation of a site for and assistance 

in the building of the building used as a Pentecostal mission on Puget street:' 

According to the Evergreen Christian Center's church history, the Puget Street Assembly church was built 

during the years 1915-17. In 1919, Mrs. Henderson deeded the property to the Puget Street Assembly of God. 

The deed, recorded December 10, 1919, states:"It is mutually agreed that the property herein conveyed, is so 

conveyed for church purposes, bible school or missionary work and as such may by the consent of said trustees, 

be improved, cultivated or exchanged, or sold provided that all rents and profits, incomes or sale or part sale of 

sale property shall only be used by said trustees for the above specified uses:• 

Before the Puget Street Assembly was built, Rev. Jacob Secrist's Pentecostal Mission was downtown in the 

old red-light district. Hubert Secrist wrote,"I was just a small boy when my father and I went to look for a 

vacant building to rent. We found one just north of the fire station on Capitol Way. The building was called the 

Green Tree. When father unlocked the door a small bell rang to alert people that someone was entering. There 

were a number of small drawers to our right. I was curious and as I looked through them I found a ball of opium 

that had been smoked. The second floor was partitioned into small rooms to accommodate prostitutes" (Secrist, 

1998). The Green Tree [223 Main St.] had been Big Bill McGowan's saloon and \:>rothel. 

Hubert Secrist and Rev. Lois Prater remember Mrs. Henderson this way: "She was quite a devoted Chris

tian, and when they decided that they wanted to build a church and move from the rented building downtown, 

she had a number of pieces of property and she gave one of them for a church building there on the corner of 

Puget and Bigelow Ave:• 
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The H11111phrey/He11derso11 /1011se at 503 Puget St. 011ce had balco11ies 0 11 the second a11d third stories, a11 i111pressive e11try 
staircase, a11d large red fir trees Jla11ki11g the south mid 11ort/; sides. (Co11rtesy of ]1me Sturdevant) 

THE HENDERSON HOUSE ON PUGET STREET 

Mr. A.G. West described the Henderson house this way:"Three or four blocks north of 4th St. on the 

west side of Puget St. stood the old Henderson home, a large 2 story, square frame building. It had a beautiful 

view both south and west, and a double porch around it. The house still stands and appears to be in good 

condition but, alas, the porches are gone and the second growth red fir shade trees are gone and the house looks 

bare. I believe it is used for apartments now. During our so-called depression Ed Henderson had to sell off the 

fine, black walnut furniture with which the house was furnished, trying to make ends meet:' 

The appearance of the house changed substantially when it was remodeled into separate apartments in the 

1940s. 

OTHER PERCEPTIONS OF MRS. HENDERSON 

Harriet Henderson's name change to Mrs. Noble and back to Mrs. Henderson, coupled with her moving 

back and forth between the East Bay Dr. residence and the Puget St. residence, make accurate documentation 

challenging. Various family members seem to have moved in and out of the Puget St. house. Even the city was 

unclear where to locate Mrs. Henderson. In March 1923, the Olympia City Attorney wrote a letter to Mrs. 

Henderson at the Puget St. address regarding a complaint lodged against her by the Street Superintendent 
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"claiming that you are occupying a part of a street with two shacks .. .located on the north side of Second Street 

near East Bay Avenue:' The letter continues, "I wrote you a previous letter on March 14th ... I have not had any 

response to this letter and have thought that it might have gone astray perhaps as I was not at that time exactly 

certain of your address:• 

Another interviewee, 94-year-old Catharine Bracy, lived on the corner of Puget and State from 1911 to 

1923. When asked about Mrs. Henderson/M.rs. Noble, she recounted the following:"She was a funny little old 

lady that lived up there ... She had ... they were little shacky houses [ west of 503 Puget, down the hill]. I don't 

remember how many houses were down in there, but she lived in one of those, and she had two granddaughters 

that she was raising, and she was a kind of a ... she had a baby buggy that she wheeled around and got kind of 

scavenger stuff. Sort of a funny lad( 

One of Mrs. Henderson's adopted daughters, Katherine, worked as a babysitter and cook for the Eaton 

family on East Bay Drive. Mrs. Eaton gave a house on Eastside St. to Kathy and her husband because she 

wanted to be sure that Kathy was "taken care of:' The Henderson household on Puget St. was perceived by some 

neighbors as a less-than-harmonious place. 

SUMMARY 

While we lack conclusive evidence that Mrs. Henderson placed babies on doorsteps, there is strong circum

stantial evidence to support the story told by Mrs. Eunice Gillette. The newspaper stories about Paul Neuffer 

and J. T. Trullinger, which state that "no one would be the gainer by the publication of the names in the case" and 

that"the party who carried the child to the Neuffer home was a woman well known in this city;• and"The 

Olympia woman is over-zealous in what she considers her duty as a Christian .. :• certainly tend to support Mrs. 

Gillette's story. Mrs. Henderson (Noble) was married to an Evangelical minister for 15 years, and raised two 

adopted daughters - perhaps coincidentally, the first adoption was within a few mo)lths of the last documented 

doorstep baby. Her obituary states that"She was justly proud of the fact that in addition to raising her family she 

had raised and educated from babyhood six more adopted children in the Far Ease:• Mrs. Harriet Henderson 

may well have been filling an unmet need in Olympia by acting as a highly selective, one-woman adoption 

agency, carefully choosing the prospective parents and delivering infants to their doorsteps, secure in the knowl

edge that they would be cared for in good Christian homes. 
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CHAPTER TEN 

EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY RESIDENTS 

GEORGE H. AND GOLDIE ROBERTSON FUNK: OLYMPIA A VE. 

George and Goldie Funk lived in the Queen Anne-style Victorian home on the northeast corner of 

Olympia and Puget from 1906 to 1955. George Funk and Goldie Robertson married in Tacoma on July 10, 

1899. They adopted and raised two children, Clara and Norman Stevens, whose mother died in childbirth. 

Attorney George Funk came to Olympia from Wisconsin in 1890. Mr. Funk belonged to the Thurston 

County Bar Association, served as Thurston County Prosecuting Attorney for two terms (1899-1903), and 

served on the Olympia City Commission for two terms in the teens. He was also a founding member of the 

Olympia Chamber of Commerce. Funk's law office was in the Funk-Volland Building at Fifth and Main. 

George Funk is probably best remembered for his involvement in keeping state government offices in 

Olympia. In the 1950s, he was involved in a legal fight which resulted in a court order forcing 18 state agencies to 

return their headquarters to Olym

pia. In Rogues, Buffoons, and Statesmen, 
Gordon Newell wrote: "More contro

versy was aroused when 87 -year-old 

attorney and civic booster, George 

Funk, told the Chamber of Com

merce, 'Olympia is being robbed blind 

on the installment plan,' referring to 

the stealthy exodus of state govern

ment to Seattle. The Chamber ... was 

fearful of further alienating Governor 

Langlie and refused to act. But Funk 

drew up a petition anyway, and 600 

loyal citizens signed it, urging the city 
commission to take legal action 

requiring the return of the absent 

state agencies. The commissioners 

decided Funk's action was 'hasty,' 

joining the Chamber of Commerce, 

which had dispatched an obsequious 

The F1111k fa111ily, rn. 1915. Left to right: Clam, Nor111a11, Goldie, and George. (Co11 rtesy of 
Nonna]. Ki1111ey) 

letter to Langlie assuring him it had nothing to do with the proposed legal action. Finally, a group of four local 

businessmen ... brought suit against the state ... Judge Charles T . Wright ... subsequent!y ordered the 18 state 

agencies back:' Judge Wright, in his ruling, stated that"it was not the intention of the frame_rs of the constitution 

that the state capital should be composed of empty buildings to collect cobwebs and stand in disuse:• 

Ed White lived across the street, and recalled that Mr. Funk had a '39 Hudson Terraplane. He seldom put 

the car in the garage; he parked it in front of the house on Olympia Ave. Ed always knew when Mr. Funk was 

leaving the house because the engine would idle noisily for several minutes. 
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Alberta Goldie Robertson was born in Iowa in 1871. She came to Olympia in 1889 with her parents. Mrs. 

Funk was a schoolteacher at Rocky Prairie, Delphi, and Chambers Prairie before becoming Assistant Principal 

at Garfield School. She also wrote a number of articles for women's magazines including McCall's, Life, Ladies 

Home Journal, and Woman's Home Companion. She specialized in articles on home management and food 

conservation, and was a national authority on home canning. She was very active in the Olympia Woman's Club. 

Mrs. Funk died in 1962. 

Catharine Bracy described Mrs. Funk as " . . . a kind of society lady, I mean, Mr. Funk wasn't, he was just an 

old plodder:• Bob Skillman did yardwork fo r Mrs. Funk when he was in high school, and described her as an 

expert on efficiency. She told him how to mow the lawn and how to rake the yard. Mr. Skillman said that she 

had a hard time keeping workers because she was so demanding. Mr. Skillman described her as a fairly tall 

woman, matronly, with golden-gray hair piled up on her head and a severe voice. 

According to granddaughter Norma Kinney, Goldie "could accept no less in others than she could in 

herself:' Mrs. Kinney also "was reminded of the eggs Goldie used to put in a crock with some sort of preservative, 

and always reminding us that the Natural Rolled Oats were much better for us than the much-processed other 

T lie Fr 111 k ho11se at 1202 Olympia Ave., bt1 ilt ca. 1892, is 011 e of Oly111pi11's Ji11 est e:x11111ples of the Queen A 1111e Victori1111 style. T liis p/;oto 1v11s taken in 
1938. (Tht1rsto11 Co t111ty Assessor photogrnph, S011tlnvest Regio11, Washi11gto11 State Archives) 
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akfast cereals. She was into having parsley and chives handy for eating, or adding to dishes, but nary a garlic 

ve could be found. Guess that was too strong a substance for a Society Lady!" 

In 1919, Olympia's first Boy Scout troop was organized at the home of Norman Funk (Newell, p. 297). 

The Funk house, which is listed on both the National Register of Historic Places and the Olympia 

--Ieritage Register, was built ca. 1892. Goldie Funk sold the house in September 1955 to L. V. and Josephine 

)eForest for $6450.00; seven months later, they sold it to Robert and Betty McConkey. Mrs. Elizabeth Lynch 

purchased the house in 1964, and lived there from 1971 until her death in 1998. Her son, John Lynch, is the 

current owner. 

MARY HURLEY: EAST FOURTH AVE. 

Mary Hurley came to the United States from Ireland at 11 years of age. The Hurleys moved to Mason 

County in about 1883. Mrs. Hurley moved to a house on the southwest corner of Third (State) and Puget after 

her husband Dennis died in 1902. In 1911, Mrs. Hurley had a large house built at 1204 East Fourth (northeast 

corner of Fourth and Puget) . She rented out furnished rooms. Her son Daniel's family moved into the house on 

State. She passed away in 1917, leaving 42 grandchildren. H er granddaughter, Catharine Bracy, told the follow

ing about the house: 

Catharine Bracy: She had it built, and when my parents decided to move into Olympia from on 

Oyster Bay and Kamilche, why, dad bought her home at Third and Puget. It was Third and 

Puget then. And she moved into the home that was just being finished on Fourth and Puget. 

Rebecca Christie: Was that built as a single family home also? 

Catharine Bracy: Oh, yes. Grandma and her daughter was living with her, Nora Ann Calvert. 

Rebecca Christie: That's a good-sized house. 

Catharine Bracy: Yes. Oh, yes, they had roomers and boarders. 

Rebecca Christie: From the very beginning? 

Catharine Bracy: From the very beginning, yes. 

Rebecca Christie: But it wasn't built as a boarding house? 

Catharine Bracy: No. No, it was built as a home. There was single men that they knew that had 

no home ... 

Rebecca Christie: Were they mostly people who came to work in the mills, or ... ? 
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Mary Hurley and children on the porch of 1204 East Fo urth Ave., December 25, 1916. Top row, left to right: Michael Hurley, Kate Lindsay, Dennis 
Hurley, Mary Griggs, John Hu rley; center: Mary Hurley; bottom row, left to right: Marga ret Durand, Dan Hurley, Nora Ann "Sini" Calvert. 
(Courtesy of Catharine Bracy) 
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Catharine Bracy: Well, some of them were state workers, and different ones over the years, and 

some of them stayed for years. They just lived there, and then she did have legislators some

times, that would come, if there was a room empty. And for many years, my grandmother 

belonged to St. Michael's Church, but she wasn't a prejudiced Catholic like some people were. 

Every year the Mormon Church, their young people go out on a mission and for years there 

used to be two young men - it was always young men, then - but now young ladies come, too. 

But two young men would come in the summertime and I don't remember now how long they 

stayed - two or three weeks - and had missions and they stayed at my grandmother's for a 

number of years. One would tell the other one what a good place it was, and in fact she even 

allowed them to have meetings in her parlor. 

Rebecca Christie: Well, she sounds like a very nice woman. 

Catharine Bracy: Yes, she was. The homes were both built as single family homes and it was only 

after we sold ours (1923] that it became an apartment house:• 



LJ-\.1 ,..., .,. 

The Hurley house originally had a wrap-around porch and a wrought-iron fence, which were removed 
ng a remodel in the 1930s. 

Hrirley house, 1204 East Forirtli Ave., 1930. Tlie style is k11ow11 as a11 American Forirsquare or Prairie Box. The Weller liome is vis ible i11 the 
background. Tlie house was remodeled i111 937. (Courtesy of Jolm Robi11so11 ) 

RICHARD TUCKER AND ELIZABETH w ARD LINDSAY: BIGELOW A VE. 

Richard T. and Elizabeth Ward Lindsay came to Olympia from North Carolina in about 1903. For a 

number of years Mr. Lindsay was an architect and part owner of a building concern and was later employed by 

the Springer Mill and Hyak Lumber Company. Mr. Lindsay was a veteran of the Spanish-American War. He 

was an ardent sportsman and worked to protect wildlife in the Puget Sound area. He was also actively involved 

in the Masonic and Knights of Pythias lodges. The Lindsays had eight children: Helen, Mary, Margaret, Ralph 

E., William, Philip, Richard W., and Raymond B. The first Lindsay home - remodeled and no longer original in 
appearance - still stands at 1370 Bigelow. This home was built by R. T. Lindsay in about 1903. In 1908, R. T. 
Lindsay also owned property along Glass Ave. between Central and Henry Streets. The second Lindsay home, 

built in 1934 by R. T. Lindsay, is at 1368 Bigelow Ave. The lumber cost $500.00. 

Richard W. Lindsay, 1373 Bigelow, the eldest son of R. T. and Elizabeth Ward, was a prominent business

man in the furniture, hardware and sporting goods business. He was active in the Odd Fellows, the Masons, and 

the Poggie Club. R. W. and N ellie Main Lindsay had four children: Ellen, Richard, James, and William. R. W. 

died at the age of 48 after a brief illness. The family home on Bigelow Ave. was built about 1926. 
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Richard T. and Elizabeth W. Lindsay, ca. 1944. 
(Courtesy of Ellen Lindsay) 

Raymond B. Lindsay married Bessie Bunce, granddaughter 

of Winfield Scott Bunce, in 1936. Raymond petitioned the city in 

1928 - and deeded the land - to open up Garrison St. between 

Bigelow and Mitchell. 

Ralph E. Lindsay, a long-time teacher and principal within 

the Olympia School District, specialized in working with special

needs students. He taught at Roosevelt, McKinley, Washington 

Junior High, and Olympia High School. He was appointed 

principal at Madison Elementary in 1956 and became principal at 

Rogers Elementary in 1962. 

WILLIAM D. AND DOROTHY FULLER: EAST FouRTH A vE. 

William D. Fuller came to Olympia with his wife Dorothy in 1903. He worked as a sawyer, millwright, and 

master mechanic in many sawmills. Dorothy Fuller was a writer and a recluse. She wrote under a pseudonym, 

and apparently had some historical fiction published in a woman's magazine. Maxine (Weatherbie) Nunn said 

that Mrs. Fuller had severely cut black hair, and that neighborhood children thought she was scary. Fuller owned 

the property at 1428 East Fourth and rented the Central Drug building to George and Kathryn Gunstone. 

Fuller built the house on top of the hill at 1418 East Fourth during the Depression. Mrs. Gunstone cold 

this story about how Fuller built the house: "Anyhow, he got to looking at that property over there and he 

thought that was a pretty good idea, so one day he went down and bought it, and she [his wife] was very upset. 

And he cold her, 'Now, Dorothy, I'll build a house - anything you want - right on that hill, just the way you want 

it.' And so she planned the house, designed it, and talked with the architect [Dawley] , and ... did I have it in there 

how he got the money for it? .. . So what did he do, but he moved that little house over to in back of the store, and 

proceeded to build the big house. Well, that's when the Depression hit. The logging business just collapsed .. . he 

was working for someone down on the .. .I can't remember the name of it ... but anyway, he went down there, and 

they says, 'I can't pay you."Well, he says, 'that's all right, you just let me go down and take out any kind of lumber 

that I need, and that'll be square.' So he proceeded to take that and build the house ... That is a very well-built 

house. I'll tell you, I've known a lot of people who worked in lumber, and I know a lot of men who were mill men 

and so forth, and when Bill said it was built solidly, it was built solidly:' 

Bill Fuller adopted George and Kathryn Gunstone to ensure that they would inherit the Central Drug 

property. According to Kathryn Guns tone, " .. . one morning he called and he said, 'Kathryn,' - he was over ninety -

'I want you to call a lawyer. I want to make out a will.' And I said, 'Okay.' And George and I went down and took 

him. We went to Mr. Meyer. Ernest Meyer. When we went in, I said, 'Now, Mr. Meyer, I don't want to have 

anything to do with this. You take him in there. He's very hard of hearing.' .. . So, he was in there with Mr. Meyer 

for about ten minutes, and I was talking to the secretary, and Mr. Meyer came out and he said, 'Mr. Fuller wants 
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you to come in there with him.' I said, 'Why would he want us in there?' And Mr. Meyer said, 'Well,' he says, 'he 

wants to adopt you.' He says, '/\ny reason it shouldn't be done?' I said, 'Well, no, both our parents are gone, 

and ... but what benefit would that be?' And he said, 'Well, he wants to leave that property to you folks and with 

adoption there'd be no question.' So I went in and Bill verified just what the lawyer had said, and I said, 'Well, I 

don't see why you couldn't.' So, Beverly was home for Christmas and so we went up to Judge and got up there 

and went through the adoption service and so forth, and then when Mr. Fuller was on the stand, he got up and 

he says, 'That's the way to raise a family, they_ don't cause you any trouble."' 

GERHARD AND MARGARET FABER AND FAMILY: N. CENTRAL ST. 

By 1889, there was "a demand for all the men who could use a saw and square, as there was more or less of ;: 

boom all over the Puget Sound region" (Faber, 1929). The 1890 city directory lists "Garrett" and Jacob Faber, 

carpenters, boarding at"Union cor Adams.''The Fabers, German immigrants, came to Olympia from Wisconsin 

to make their fortunes . Gerhard ( or Gerhart) Faber was a member of the city's first Carpenters' and Joiners' 

Union Local 524, formed in November 1889. 

In 1909, Gerhard Faber built the two-room addition onto Roosevelt 

School. Records suggest that the Fabers returned to Wisconsin for about 9 

years, from 1910 to 1919. Faber resumed his work as a building contractor 

after the family's return to Olympia. 

Faber was one of 17 men who signed a letter protesting the merging 

of the House Carpenters Local 956 into Local 1148 (Shipwrights). 

February 27, 1919. Officers & Brothers, Carpenters and Joiners 

Local 956 - Whereas there is 17 members in good standing in 

chis Local who do not wish to consolidate with the Shiprighcs 

[sic] and We the undersigned ask chat our Charter do not Be 

surrendered - and demand that our transfers be witheld until 

we can communicate and recieve [sic] an answer from the 

general President. Pioneer carpenter Gerhard Faber. 
(Courtesy of Mary Jan e Robbins) 

In 1925, he and his wife Maggie purchased property on the northwest corner of State and Central; he buil 

the family home at 203 N. Central, as well as the house next door at 1416 State Ave. and others throughout the 

neighorhood. 

The Fabers had seven children: Peter,John, Gerhard (Gary), George, Marie, Margaret (Mrs. Crowell), and 

Elizabeth (Mrs. Joseph Deschamps). Elizabeth, who remained in the family home until 1972, worked at Centra 

Drug for many years, as did two of her sons, Gary and Joey. 

Pete Faber worked for Andy Phillips, one of Olympia's most prominent contractors and builders. 

Phillips built many large structures in Olympia: Ralph's Thrifcway, Sc. Michael's School, and the Elks' Temple, t 

name a few. All his buildings came through the 1949 earthquake without major damage. 
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The Gerhard a11d Maggie Faber house 011 the 11orthivest corner of State and Ce11tral, ca. 1926. (Co11rtesy of Mary Ja11e Robbins) 

In 1930,John Faber was the treasurer of the Hod Carriers, Building and Common Laborers' Union of 

America Local No. 486. 

The George a11d Marie Faber l,ouse, 419 N. Central St., Nove111ber 1946. (Co11rtesy of Mary Jane 
Robbi11s) 
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George Faber and family 

moved into 419 N. Central in 

1939. He also worked in the 

building trade, and was employed 

to remodel the Governor's 

mansion. Pat (Faber) Rickert 

recalled, "They worked together 

when dad [George] was real 

young and was learning t~e trade. 

He worked with grandpa. They 

worked on the Capitol building, 

you know, the new Capitol... He 

said he'd go into mud up to his 

knees. It was so muddy there. 

Dad said that was really some

thing:' Construction on the new 

legislative building began in 

1922. 
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Maggie Faber allowed her grandchildren to cross State Ave. to go to Gwen Gayle's store. ''.And sometimes 

she'd even give us a nickel to get an ice cream cone at Gunstone's ... That was a two-way street. And she'd go out 

and hold her hand up like that to stop the cars ... she just went out and stopped those cars. And then when we 

came back, she'd be out there ... I never forgot that. It didn't embarrass us, we just thought, well, that's the way you 

do things:' 

Pat Rickert described her grandfather, Gerhard Faber, as "a very thrifty old man, I'll put it that way - and 

now if you go look at Central St., the way his house sits ( 203 N. Central] ... the way it sits, right outside of his 

window they had this old street light. And he would wait 'til that street light went on, not turn his lights on, and 

he would sit there in that light and read .. . the street light used to come through his window, just like the sun. And 

he would sit there and read." 

Margaret died in 1937; Gerhard Faber died in 1950. 

WILLIAM EDGAR AND ARABELLA HAYCOX AND FAMILY: YEW AVE. 

William E. Haycox and family lived in the large home on the southeast corner of Yew and Marion. 

Haycox, a native of England, moved to Olympia from Ohio in 1904. Mr. Haycox moved west to set up an 

interurban railroad between Aberdeen and Olympia. The railroad plan never came to fruition. William and 

Arabella Haycox had four daughters: Florence, Nell, Marion, and Edith. Mr. Haycox's first business was as 

proprietor of the Star Hand Laundry at 307 Main - "We Stand For Good Work, Prompt and Courteous 

Service, Few Mistakes and Those Promptly Corrected:' Mr. Haycox went on to become a prominent local 

leader and insurance businessman; he went into the insurance 

business with his brother Jim. He served on the City Commis

sion for two terms (from 1919-1924), and was an active member 

of the First Christian Church. 

In 1914, the city condemned the property running from 

Bigelow to Yew to open a 30-foot roadway, which was named 

Marion St. in 1915. According to a granddaughter, Marion St. 

was named for Marion Haycox. 

The eldest daughter, Florence, was a much-respected 

school teacher and supervisor of writing in the city schools. In 
1916, at age 30, she died from acute appendicitis. Miss Haycox 

was credited for Olympia's high ranking - third in the nation - in 

a prestigious penmanship contest. The schools closed for her 

funeral, and school flags were flown at half mast. Several hun

dred students attended the funeral service for their much-loved 

teacher, and the press reported that"seldom has Olympia paid 

higher tribute to the dead:' At the First Christian Church on 

Franklin St., there is a stained-glass window that was installed in 

honor of Florence Haycox. 

✓~-

/ 
/ ~ 

W. B. HAYCOX 
Repre1enting the Guardian Life 

Insurance Co. of Seattle 

Ad11ertise111wt Jro111 The Const, M.11rcli 1909. 
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In 1910, William Haycox was the Prohibition Party candidate for the second congressional district. And in 

1920, Haycox was outspoken on the issue of coeducational dances "under proper adult supervision" at the 

William Winlock Miller High School gymnasium. At a meeting on January 16, the night national prohibition 

became effective, Councilman Haycox and a number of Protestant ministers addressed the school board. Haycox 

claimed that parental support of coeducational dances meant nothing because the issue was one of right and 

wrong, and that"any dancing is altogether wrong ... the devil's wedge designed to be driven into the heart of the 

church:' 

Law enforcement of the Volstead Act (Prohibition) was problematic. Haycox attacked the mayor for 

reappointing police chief Endicott, saying"There is gambling and bootlegging going on here ... Boys under age are 

buying cigarettes and 16-year-old boys buy booze in notorious dives:' He concluded by saying that he would 

"stand for a clean town 'til judgement day:' The audience at the city council meeting, packed with ardent clries,' 

applauded and cheered. Prohibition ended in April 1933. Mr. Haycox died in 1941 at age 84. His wife Arabella 

died in 1943, after being bedridden for 20 years with rheumatoid arthritis. The family had a live-in housekeeper, 

since both Nell and Marion worked full time: Nell as an accountant, and Marion as a teacher at Lincoln School 

for 38 years. 

There were Montmorency cherry trees on the property, east of the house, as well as gooseberries and a 

peach tree. Granddaughter Mary Beth Giske and her mother Edith picked the wormy leftover cherries and 

baked pies after hired pickers harvested the fruit and presumably sold it to the cannery. Granddaughter Florence 

Miller recalled a big vegetable garden with lots of corn. 

Family members continued to live at 1663 Yew until about 1946. In the 1930s and 1940s, neighborhood 

boys played football in Haycox's field, the property along Yew Ave. east of the Haycox home. Nell and Marion 

Haycox deeded Haycox's field to the Calvary Christian Assembly in 1966. 

EDWARD M. AND THEDA CLARK MCCLINTIC: BIGELOW A VE. 

Edward and Theda McClintic lived at 1424 Bigelow Ave. from 1904 to about 1919. They purchased the 

home from D.R. Bigelow in 1904. There was a big apple orchard - the property was about 2.3 acres - behind the 

house. (Speculation is that the orchard may have been part of Bigelow's original nineteenth-century orchard.) 

Mr. McClintic was born in Illinois in 1853. At the age of 18 he went to work for the Union Pacific Railroad, and 

in 1872 became a locomotive fireman, later being promoted to the position of engineer. He married Theda Ellen 

Clark in Nebraska in 1876. The McClintics had four daughters, three of whom lived to adulthood: Winnie, 

Clarine (who married streetcar conductor John Stokes), and Viola. The McClintics came to Chehalis, Washing

ton in 1890, where Mr. McClintic engaged in the livery business. 

McClintic became involved with the Masons in 1891. He served Olympia Lodge No. 1 as Worshipful 

Master five times - 1900, 1901, 1912, 1914 and 1925. Mr. McClintic was a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason and 

a member of'the A. 0. U. W. In addition, both Mr. and Mrs. McClintic were members of the Order of the 

Eastern Star; he served as patron and she as matron of the 0. E. S., Chapter 36. 
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From 1898 until about 1902, Mr. McClintic was the engineer on the Port Townsend Southern Railroad 

"dinky" running between Olympia and Tenino. The train consisted of a small locomotive and small coach, and 

stopped at every cowpath where anyone wanted to get on. It made one round trip daily with passengers, and also 

did some log-hauling. The engine burned coal or wood, and the fireman's job was a snap as one fire would bring 

the train from Tenino to Olympia. Later McClintic served as a construction locomotive engineer on the railroad 

being built between Kalama and Vancouver; he ran the first train on that route. He was a member of the Broth

erhood of Locomotive Engineers. 

While a Bigelow Ave. resident, McClintic was a partner in Borthwick & McClintic, undertakers, at 210 

Sixth (present-day Legion Way between Washington and Franklin, across from the old State Capitol). In the 

1910 census he reported his livelihood as cemetery superintendent. In 1916, he ran as the Republican candidate 

for county coroner. He worked as a mortician until 1916 or 1917; by 1917, he was succeeded in the undertaking 

business by J. A. Gilbaugh. 

Edward a11d Theda McC/i11tic in the living roo,n of their ho,ne at 1424 Bigelow Ave., ca. 1910-1915. (Co11rtesy of La11ra Rae 
Ashb11rn) 

The 1910 tax records show that McClintic owned numerous lots in the Highland Park Rearrangement (a 

plat within the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood) and elsewhere. Like others of his time, he availed himself of 

real estate sold at tax sales. McClintic served on the city council in 1901 and 1915-1916. In about 1919, the 

McClintics moved to 1126 Olympia Ave., where they lived for many years. 
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McClintic served as constable of Thurston County for 16 years, from about 1919 until 1935. His grand

daughter, Laura Rea Asburn, recalled that"he worked for Judge Crosby. He served papers from Judge Crosby's 

office. He went out to stills and logging camps and all kinds of things:' Mr. McClintic passed away at the age of 

86 in 1939; Mrs. McClintic lived until the age of 89. 

GEORGE W. AND JENNIE AUSTIN AYERS AND FAMILY: N. CENTRAL ST. 

George and Jennie Ayers came to Olympia in 1900 from Logansport, Indiana. The family lived at 518 N. 

Central (southeast corner of Glass) for more than 40 years, from about 1906 until about 1948. Mr. Ayers had 

worked primarily as a locomotive engineer on the Pennsylvania Railroad. After moving to Olympia, Mr. Ayers 

worked as a fireman at the Dimension Shingle Mill (1906) and as an engineer at the Olympia Water Works 

(1909). His grandsons recalled that he had a trunk filled with photographs of train wrecks, and a stainless steel 

ball peen hammer. Lee Ayers remembers that his grandfather drank, smoked a pipe, played the harmonica, and 

spent a lot of time in his rocking chair on the front porch. 

Jennie Austin Ayers was related to Andy Austin, co-proprietor of Mills & Austin Hardware. The Austins 

lived a few blocks away, on the south side of Fourth between Central and Lybarger. The Ayers had eight chil

dren: Earl, Hazel, Harry, Walter, and Russell were born in Indiana. Ethel, Mildred, and Kenneth were born in 

Olympia. Ken's son Lee said that the Ayers' were a very musical family - all played instruments, and family 

gatherings were filled with singing, arguing, and card playing. Mrs. Ayers passed away in April 1926; Mr. Ayers 

died in 1952. 

The two-story house faced Central St. Wooden steps led up to a full front porch. There were pear trees in 

front, and a huge old cherry tree behind the house that had a swing. The back yard was large and open, extend-

T/Je George & Jwnie Ayers l>ortse once stood 011 tl>e southeast corner of Central and Glass. (Cortrtesy of Lee Ayers) 

86 



EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY RESIDENTS 

ing east behind the house. The garage was off Glass Ave., and there was a 10-12 foot covered walkway connect

ing the house and garage. 

Earl, who had polio and walked with a slight limp, was employed by the Mills & Austin Hardware Store 

for 33 years. He had two daughters, Betty and Lorraine. Nephew Lee Ayers recalled that he and uncle Earl used 

to play catch on Central St. in front of the house. 

Hazel died in 1902 at age 11 from epilepsy. Walter died in 1905 at age 8 from a violent fall. 

Russell served in France during World War I and was decorated for heroic deeds. He was gassed in com

bat. He died in a Veteran's Home in Spokane in 1926. Russell was an intelligent, promising, athletic young man, 

and according to two nephews, the family was preoccupied by his untimely death. 

Harry lived at 1218 Bigelow Ave., and worked for the State Printing Office for 46 years. He had two sons, 

Frank and Harry Jr. He, too, was good at sports - he was a shortstop and played semi-pro baseball. He also liked 

to play the horses. Harry and Earl argued a lot. 

Ethel raised her younger siblings, Millie and Ken. When their mother 

was pregnant with Ken, she announced that she was too tired to raise him. 

Ethel held the family together. Her nephew Lee said she went out on one 

date in her life. She got a teaching degree from the University of Washington. 

She is listed in the 1924 Olympus, the high school annual, as the librarian at 

Olympia High School. She later taught at Seattle Central Community 

College. Lee Ayers said that she called him "nephew" until he graduated from 

high school, at which time she called him Lee. According to family, she was a 

great piano player, and she wrote the Olympia High School alma mater in 

the 1920s. 

Mildred married Eddie Cammarano, one of the brothers who ran 

Cammarano Brothers, at one time the largest soft drink, beer, and wine 

distributor in the Northwest. Millie and Eddie raised three children, Ann, 

David, and Nick. 
Ethel Ayers, ca. 1930. S/Je is said to have 
written the Oly111pia High School alma 

Ken was the student body president at Olympia High School, class mater. (Courtesy of Lee Ayers) 

of 1925. He got a football scholarship to Washington State University, but chose to return home, where he 

worked as a tugboat crewman. In the late 1920s, he left for China as a worker in the engineering section on the 

ship President Jefferson out of Seattle. After he married his wife Franc, he left the shipping line and went to work 

for Standard Oil. In 1940, he joined the Naval Reserve as a lieutenant. Ken Ayers served in World War II as the 

Damage Control Officer on the U.S.S. Shangri-La, and went to the Philippines to repair damage to the US.S. 
Franklin. He received a Bronze Star for his activities. Ken retired from the Navy in 1958 as a two-star rear 

admiral. His son, Lee, said that at one time after retirement, his parents leased an island in Florida with friend 

Burl Ives and ran a travel business. 
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Lee Ayers described his grandparents' house as old when he was a child visiting in the 1930s and 1940s -

the floor in the back of the house sagged. The Ayers' home burned down in 1953. There is now a duplex on the 

site. 

IsAAC Ross AND NANCY ANNE McCORMICK AND FAMILY: EAST FouRTH AvE. 

McCormick St. (previously known both as Prospect St. and Seventeenth St.) was named for the 

McCormick family. The McCormicks came to Olympia from Logansport, Indiana, about 1901-02. They had 

four children: George, Frances, Essie (Merle), and Thomas (Everett). The McCormick home - 1702 East Fourth, 

on the northeast corner of Fourth and McCormick ( currently Capitol Chiropractic) - was built by Isaac 

McCormick around 1906. McCormick was a house carpenter by profession and engaged in contracting and 

building. There was a small orchard on the east side of the home, which included a huge cherry tree. The family 

kept a cow in an outbuilding, and pastured it on the north side of State. Grandson John McCormick remembers 

riding across State St. on the cow's back when he was a boy in the 1930s. The family also kept chickens. 

In September 1910, Isaac and Nancy platted McCormick's Subdivision. Mrs. McCormick died in 1928. 

Mr. McCormick died in 1929 from injuries sustained after being hit by a car while crossing Fourth St. near 

Quince. In 1939, the home was deeded to Thomas (Everett) and Margaret McCormick. 

Isaac Ross & N1111cy A . McCor111ick. (Co11rtesy of Jolm H. 
McCor111ick) 
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The house underwent several remodels: one around 

1920, and one in the late 1940s by son Thomas (Everett). 

Each remodel changed the look of the house significantly, 

and gives insight into the changing face of the neighborhood. 

Isaac McCormick constructed a number of buildings in 

the area, including the gas station at State and Fir. 

Thomas (Everett) McCormick worked as a draftsman for 

architect Joseph Wohleb. He was involved in projects such as 

the old Thurston County Courthouse and the Tivoli Fountain 

on the Capitol Campus. Later in his career, he was responsible 

for the cost figuring for Wohleb's projects. 

The family sold the home in 1970 to Forest Memorial 

Cemetery. John McCormick said that they used the basement 

to store caskets. 

F11ci11g page: The McCor111ick ho11se at 1702 East Fo11rth 111115 desig11ed a11d b11ilt by 
I. R. McCor111ick . The top photograph 11111s taken rn. 1907. The middle photograph 
shows the ho11se after 11 re111odel, rn. 1920. The bottom photograph shows the ho11se 
after 11 remodel i11 the late 1940s. (Courtesy oj]olm H. McCor111ick) 
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WINFIELD SCOTT AND ALVIRA BUNCE AND FAMILY: BIGELOW AVE. 

The Bunces lived along Bigelow Ave. near the eastern edge of the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood - the 

original Bunce home was slightly east of the intersection of present-day Bigelow and Turner. The Bunces came 

to Olympia from Missouri by train in 1908. In the 1910 census, Mr. Bunce gave his occupation as truck farmer. 

He and his wife Alvira had six children: Scott, William, Loren, Mary, Myrtle, and Alice. Winfield Scott Bunce, a 

Civil War veteran, died in 1916. 

Scott Bunce married Edith"Minnie"Young. They operated Bunce's Grocery (see chapter 11). One of Loren 

Bunce's daughters, Bessie, married Raymond B. Lindsay in 1936. The Lindsays lived along Bigelow between 

Garrison and Central. On the north side of Bigelow and to the east of the Bunce's was the Prine home. Gladys 

Prine married Earl Bunce. 

A grandson of Mary (Young) Smith, Bill Bunce, recalls that in the 1930s there were apple trees to the 

south of the Young house at 1815 Bigelow (the Secrist's orchard), and a field to the east that was plowed with 

mules and planted with potatoes. His grandfather Loren Bunce's house, razed in the 1940s, was across the field 

and east of the Young's house; the driveway was near the crest of the hill on Bigelow. 

JOSIAH, MARY, AND ALFARATA BALLENGER: BIGELOW AVE. 

Josiah and Mary Ballenger came to Olympia from Iowa in about 1908. The Ballengers lived on north side 

of Bigelow Ave., west of the intersection with Central St. The Ballenger house stood between today's 1370 and 

1424 Bigelow - the home was built by R. T. Lindsay as a rental property. Alfarata Ballenger, their daughter, 

moved here to care for her parents. The 1910 census lists Miss Ballenger as a teacher in the public school. She 

also worked as a practical nurse. Josiah Ballenger is listed a boatbuilder, S S Corp. (Sloane Shipyards) in the 

1917-18 city directory. Mary died in 1911 at age 7l;Josiah died in 1919 at age 82. 

Alfarata Ballenger's modest home once stood on tlJe north side of 
Bigelow j11st west of the Central St. intersection. (Courtesy of Ellen 
Lindsay) 
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Laura Rea French, who lived at 1424 Bigelow as a 

young girl, remembered that Miss Ballenger would baby

sit for her. Ellen Lindsay said that Mr. Rabeck, the music 

store proprietor, was her boyfriend. She died in 1944 at 

age 85. 

JOSEPH L. PETERS AND JOHN W. PETERS: EAST FOURTH 

AvE. 

William A. and Docia R. Peters and sons came to 

Olympia from Virginia in 1898. Mrs. Peters was a 

descendant of Daniel Boone. They resided on the upper 

east-hill near present-day Olympia Ave. at the city limits 

(Fairview). City directories from 1906 and 1909 list 

William Peters' occupation as "farmer:• 
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Their sons, Joseph L. and John W., were active in the building and real estate business. 

Joseph L. and Rosa Ella Peters had three children: Hobart, Ethel (Mrs. Victor Olson) and Ruth (Mrs. F. 
M. Lamborn). In 1898, at age 24, Joe Peters' livelihood was recorded as 'laborer' in the birth record for Ethel. 

In 1909, before building a new home a few blocks west on the Pacific Highway, the J. L. Peters family lived 

on Turner St. near East Fourth. The family moved into the home at 1516 East Fourth in 1909 or1910, and lived 

there until 1920, when they sold the home to E. J. Cowan and moved to 1302 Franklin. It seems reasonable to 

assume that the house was built by one of the Peters brothers. 

In 1910, three new homes were built at the intersection of Fourth and Central by contractor J. W. 

Peters. "Mr. Peters stated that two of the houses are being erected for his brother, J. L. Peters, the real estate man, 

and one for C. C. Huggit. The two houses being built for J. L. Peters will be modern cottages with four rooms 

each. The structures will be finished on the outside with rustic. The interior will be plastered and the wood work 

will be stained a dark oak. Both cottages will be modern in every respect, having hot and cold water, bath, electric 

lights and other things which are to be found in a modern dwelling" (Olympia Daily Recorder, April 6, 1910). 

'Real estate man' J. L. Peters built downtown Olympia's Ray Theater building. In 1915, he built a large 

concrete office building, designed by architect Joseph Wohleb, on Washington St. between Fourth and Fifth 

( Olympian, July 10, 1915). Peters was elected President of the Chamber of Commerce in 1915. 

In 1916, Peters and other Chamber of Commerce members were involved in securing the Olympia Ship

building Company (Ward shipyard) plant. Chamber President P. M . Troy stated: "The securing of this ship

building plant in Olympia, with its consequent employment of a large number of men and the large addition to 

the industrial life of the city, is bound to have a very beneficial effect, and I predict that the era of revival has now 

truly set in for us" (Washington Standard, October 6, 1916). In 1917, Chamber businessmen, including Peters, 

were instrumental in convincing Sloan Shipyards Corporation to build a facility in Olympia by offering a 

financial arrangement too good for Seattle's Sloan brothers to refuse (Washington Standard.January 26, 1917). 

By 1921, Peters was president of the Capital Lumber Company, and he was the first president of the 

Washington Veneer Company, serving from 1924 to 1929. 

In the mid-1920s, Joe Peters and his business partner, James C. Sams, became actively involved in Norpia 

Industries Inc., a real estate corporation set up to develop Boston Harbor. Peters and Sams were among seven 

prominent businessmen to incorporate Olympic Homes Development Company in July 1928, succeeding the 

former Boston Harbor Development Company (Daily Olympian.July 21, 1928). 

Peters resigned from the presidency of Washington Veneer in July 1929 to become active in the Aircraft 

Plywood Corporation of Seattle. In 1931, Peters' business firm was in the Security Bank Building. Joe Peters 

died in 1956 at age 82. 
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John W. and Mary Peters resided at 1918 East Fourth until about 1920. They had two sons and three 

daughters: William R., Blanche (Mrs.Jay Everett),Joseph C., Kathryn (Mrs. George Mottman), and Violet. In 

1916,J. W. was the Republican candidate for County Assessor. During World War I, he worked in the ship

yards. About 1925, he shifted from contracting and building to the real estate business. By 1927, he had an office 

located in the Funk-Volland building. John passed away in 1935 at age 66. 

William R. Peters, son of John W. and Mary, resided at 1610 Bigelow Ave. with his wife Nancy from about 

1919 to 1926. He worked as a lineman for the Olympia Power & Light Company. From at least 1925 to 1930, 

William Peters was Secretary of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Engineers union local. 

GOLDENBERG ER FAMILY: EAST FouRTH A vE., N. CENTRAL ST., GLASS A vE. 

German-Austrian immigrants Johannes H. and Rosalie ("Sallie") Goldenberger moved from Wisconsin to 

Olympia about 1890. Johannes ("John") was a stonemason by trade. Of their four surviving children, two were 
I ,, .... ,... born in Wisconsin: Augusta ("Gustie") and Marion 

Tlie Golde11be1gerfamily. Left to right: Mamie (Goldwbe1ger) Darcy, 
Emma (Goldenbe1ger) Jackson, Bw Goldenbe1ger, and Rosalie ("Sallie") 
Golde11be1ger. The family is in t/Je front yard of tlJeir home at 908 East 
Fo11rth, ca. late teens. (Courtesy of Rosalie Ballew) 

92 

("Maimie"). Benedict ("Ben") and Emma ("Claire") 

were born in Olympia in 1891 and 1895, respectively. 

Mrs. Goldenberger, a devout Catholic, divorced 

her husband of 19 years in October 1903. The divorce 

papers document that Mr. Goldenberger, a heavy 

drinker, was physically abusive. Sallie Goldenberger 

ran a boarding house at 908 E. Fourth from about 

1903 until her death in 1931. 

In July 1909, the National Wood Pipe and 

Pacific Tank Company on East Bay caught fire. 

Burning embers carried up the hill and set the 

Goldenberger house on aflame. A newspaper account 

stated: "One of the pitiful features of the big conflagra

tion was the burning of the home of Mrs. Rosalie 

Goldenberger, a poor widow woman, working to 

support two daughters and a son. The house had been 

mortgaged, but by dint of hard labor and saving Mrs. 

Goldenberger had made regular payments and only 

last evening early she made the final payment. The 

house was only partially insured and the loss will be a 

severe blow, wiping out the savings of years" (Morning 

Olympian,July 4, 1909). 

The house still stands on the north side of 

Fourth across from the old Foursquare Church. Three 



EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY RESIDENTS 

of the Goldenberger children - Gustie, Maimie, and Ben - lived in the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood. The 

youngest daughter, Emma, married and moved away from Olympia. 

Gustie lived at 1408 Glass - immediately behind her brother Ben's house - from about 1925 to 1962. She 

first married Frank Hyatt, a millworker. In the 1927 city directory, Francis Hyatt's occupation is listed as "brick

layer;' which suggests that he may worked with Ben Goldenberger. After Frank's death, Gustie married Clair 

Parkins, a sawyer in the plywood industry. 

Maimie, a schoolteacher, married Michael Darcy, a logger and"bull of the woods:' By 1921, they were living 

at 403 N. Central with their eldest child, Nora. The home has been continuously occupied by the family for over 

three-quarters of a century. 

Ben was a charter member of the Bricklayers, Masons and Plasterers International Union of America Local 

No. 4, organized in 1920. He served as secretary for 14 years. He was also a trustee of the Olympia Building 

Trades Council. About 1927, Ben built the craftsmen house with brick pillars at 603 N. Central, as well as the 

house next door at 607 N. Central. Ben and Mary Goldenberger and their sons lived on Central St. from 1927 

to 1934. According to family members, Ben worked on the construction of the Capitol buildings. 

According to niece Rosalie Ballew, Ben 

Goldenberger had tuberculosis, and was in two 

different sanitariums in Seattle for about five years 

before his death at age 51. About 1935, the 

Goldenbergers moved to S. Capitol Way, next to the 

Green Frog Grocery. When Ben realized that his 

health was failing, he began to remodel the upstairs 

into three apartments so that Mary would have an 

income. He went to the sanitarium before he could 

complete the work, and his friends (presumably 

union friends) came and finished the apartments. 

ELWYN P. AND GEORGIA A. MILES AND FAMILY: 

N.CENTRALST. 

BEN GOLDENBERGER 
BRICK WORK 

Fireplaces a Specialty 

Phone 1405-J 603 N. Central St. 

OLYMPIA. WASHINGTON 

Advertisement from the Olympia Bttildi11g 1i-ades Co1111ci/ Year Book 
1930. 

"Paddy" Miles came to Olympia from Oregon in about 1906. The Miles family - Elwyn, Georgia, Mildred, 

and Beryl - resided at 408 N. Central from 1923 to about 1941. Mr. Miles was in the sporting goods business for 

29 years. His first business concern was Miles & Scofield at 300 East Fourth. He then operated Miles Sporting 

Goods at 107 N. Capitol until his death. 

Mr. Miles "was one of the best known sportsmen in Washington, particularly in hunting and baseball 

circles. Mr. Miles was an outstanding athlete as a young man, once pitching Salem to the Oregon state semi-pro 

championship in a pitcher's duel with a former major leaguer:' Mr. Miles died of a heart attack in 1935. Mrs. 

Miles lived until 1953. 
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DR. H. WILSON AND ANNA H. COULTER: N. CENTRAL ST. AND YEw A vE. 

Dr. Heber Wilson Coulter was the neighborhood doctor. He made house calls as well as maintained an 

office downtown in the National Bank Building. Coulter, a native of Maine, opened his practice in Olympia in 

1924, and was a practicing physician for 29 years. He and his wife Anna lived at 416 N. Central from about 1930 

to 1935, then moved to 603 N. Central, where they lived until about 1940. They then moved to 1651 Yew. Dr. 

Coulter died in 1953, and Mrs. Coulter remained in the Yew Ave. home until 1954. Virtually everyone who grew 

up in the neighborhood has a Dr. Coulter story. 

DR. WILSON COULTER 
i'11'M K\l~cccds Jk $~cel.c iu. ~µlkcr Bnildi~ig, 1111110m,c:cs-
1~at lte ".111 _Jlll )' :-pe(•.rnl attcnt10n to rnatc1·n:1ty ca~cs illl<l · 
!ISens~s ol. l'l11id1·,111 i11 hi» 1,1·nctiN1. 

Office Hours-!J n. 111, to 1:!. 1 p. m. to 5 
};l"(ltlillg>i 'j to I) ]l, lll, 

:;;lllltlay,,-!) H. m. to 1~. 1 p. 'lll, to 3.}l, J\l. 

Office Phone : 320 House :Phone: 866 

A111101111ce111ent i11 the Morning Oly111pia11, November 23, 1924. 

Dr. Coulter's brother-in-law, Andy 

Langford, said,"He was a pudgy, heavy-set 

guy, smoked cigars all the time, had his likes 

and dislikes which were very strong. He loved 

baseball and he could get real excited about a 

baseball game, but that's the only thing I ever 

knew him to get excited about:' Franz 

Schlottmann recalled him as having a no

nonsense, gruff manner. Mrs. Gunstone 

described Dr. Coulter:"He wasn't very tall, 

and he was kind of broad shouldered, just a 

big frame. And at the last, he had a little limp. And he was gruff as all get out. He was a very sweet man:• One 

interviewee described Dr. Coulter as "a growly lion:• Another interviewee said, "He was viewed by old-time 

Olympians as having a checkered career:• 

Both Dr. and Mrs. Coulter were involved with the Thurston County Humane Society. Mrs. Coulter 

worked hard to keep the society active and recognized as a legal entity. She was described as a woman who did 

not indulge in small talk. 

Ellen Lindsay recalled, "He was always putting us under quarantine. I always had some dread disease. I had 

smallpox, and I had scarlet fever ... Dad never could come in the house and it was just terrible ... he slept out in the 

garage sometimes:· 

Buzz Lyne said, "Well, he was around ... he was here for a long, long time. I painted that picket fence for him 

one time. That was a long time ago. And he .. .I cut my foot, he stitched my foot ... he used to be kind of our 

doctor. He was a pretty good old doctor. And he was down ... I remember his office was downtown right down 

from the Capitol Theater, on the corner. It was upstairs, and he had an office there ... And he'd make house calls, 

and stuff... He was a good old guy. He was a nice fellow:• 

John Robinson's recollection of Dr. Coulter's medical ability is less flattering: "Matter of fact, I don't think 

he knew his butt from backwards ... My dad got a pike pole .. .it's a pole that's about fifteen feet long and they push 

logs with it. It's got a spur on the front of it, and on the back about that far is this, so that when you drive that 

into the log, it stops ... If you wanted to pull the log, you pulled the log with that, and this was actually going back 

this way. And if you wanted to push the log, you pushed it with the point. If you wanted to pull the log - and I'm 

talking about logs that are from here to your car, big stuff. And my dad one night down on the log deck at the 
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mill drove this thing into his, you know it was pretty good sized, it was that wide and that long, and he drove 

that thing through his leg. And so they had to saw the darn thing off and pull it through. And of course old Doc 

Coulter was just about the only doc - I don't think there was more than two other doctors in town ... But my 
God, he got gangrene in that, and old Doc Coulter come to the house, and he drove a big old Studebaker coupe 

with a rumble seat - fancy, fancy, fancy car. And he'd come to the house, and he'd take a look at that, and he'd put 

some powder or something on it, boy, he almost lost that leg, it just went bad, bad, bad. Bad to worse ... Eventu

ally it seems like there was, other than Coulter, there was one other doctor that I remember and they had some 

kind of a ... not sulphur, but something similar to it, and they just went in and cut all the meat out of that bad 

gangrenous area, and put this probably salt, I don't know what the hell they used. But it healed, it healed up. But 

he had a, you could put your fist in that hole ... Doc Coulter, if you had a cold, or the mumps or the measles, or 

chicken pox, you didn't call a doctor for chicken pox anyhow. I mean, Lord, he charged you two bucks to come 

to the house, you just didn't call him every minute. Something serious, I mean really serious, you get him. Other 

than that, home remedies:• 

EUGENE W. AND EMMA L. CLARK: THURSTON AVE. 

Eugene Clark, one of the first florists in the city, came to Olympia in 

about 1921. The Clarks moved to 1612 Thurston Ave. in about 1927, and 

lived there for nearly 50 years. Mr. and Mrs. Clark ran the Olympia Flower 

Shop on Capitol Way for over 20 years, retiring in 1946. Mrs. Ann 

(Dormaier) Wheeler lived at 1630 Thurston from 1943-1948, and recalled 

that they grew flowers for the shop in their back yard, which went all the 

way back to Prospect. 

ALBERT A. AND EDNA L. NEWMAN: PUGET ST. 

Albert Newman came to Olympia in 1921 and married Edna L. 
Osborne in 1922. The Newmans had three sons: Daniel, Albert Arthur Jr., 

and Richard. Mr. Newman, manager and later president of the Olympia 

Creamery Company, lived at 412 N. Puget St. 

The Newmans had the home built in 1929, and Mr. Newman lived 

there until 1992. He retired in 1955, and he sold the creamery to Darigold. 

Darigold was the registered trademark of 50,000 milk producers (in 1950) 

who owned 44 dairy cooperative associations, members of the United 

Dairymen's Association. The Olympia Creamery building was demolished 

in June 1987. 

Mr. Newman served as a member and president of the Olympia 

School Board - he was elected President of the Roosevelt School Board in 
1951. He served on the Olympia Port Commission from 1954 to 1963, 

and was a longtime member of the Olympia Rotary. By 1957, he was a 

USE 
• ::1 OL'IMPUS DAIRY rooos ' 1 

EVERYMAN 
KNOWS 

They nll know which 
• side their bread is 1mt- • 

tcrcd ou, but what they 
want to know i::1 more 

· obout the qunlity of the • 
butter. Duy Olympia. 

. Crcantel';{ :Butter and • 
plcnsc 'cni. ·.:~~, 

Early advertisement for tlie Olympia 
Creamery Co111p1111y. 

director of the Olympia Federal Savings & Loan Association - Newman served on Olympia Federal's board for 
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30 years, and was vice president at one time. He was president of the Cold 

Storage and Frozen Food Company Inc. and Olympia Cold Storage Lockers. 

The lockers were located at 221 W. State. He enjoyed baseball, horseback 

riding and all types of sports. Newman died April 8, 1993 at age 92. 

The house at 412 N . Puget St. was significantly remodeled in about 

1950. 

ART AND PEGGY ZABEL: PUGET ST. 

Albert A. Ne111111a11 served 011 t/Je 
Oly111pia Federal Savi11gs a11d Loa11 
Board of Directors for 111a11y years. 
(Co11rtesy of Oly111pia Federal Savi11gs 
a11d Loa11) 

In 1941, the Zabels bought a new house at 510 N. Puget St. Two 

houses - 506 and 510 Puget - were built by William B. Wisniewski, owner of 

the Liberty Cafe on Fourth St. "Mr. Wisniewski built those homes, and he 

lived in one, and we lived in one, and then the next-door neighbor was one of 

his daughters:• At the time, Mr. Zabel was the manager of the Capitol 

Theater. The Zabels lived on Puget St. for about 20 years. 

NONRESIDENTS WHO WERE ACTIVE IN HOME-BUILDING 

AMMON T. RABECK 

In 1907, Rev. Robert C. Glass (for whom Glass Ave. is named) owned most of the land in College Heights. 

By 1909, "Al" Rabeck had purchased College Heights block 3, lots 1-13. In 1912-13, Rabeck had homes built on 

the east side of Puget St. between Bigelow and Yew. The homes were pre-cut kit houses ( this predates Tum water 

Lumber Mills' pre-cut homes) - one resident, during a remodel, found several pieces of exterior trim lumber with 

"A. T. Rabeck" written on it in lumber crayon. 

''.Al" Rabeck lived at 602 Jefferson, in the first house placed on the Carlyon fill. Mr. Rabeck was a well 

known music store proprietor. 

"Oldest of its kind in Southwest Washington, the Rabeck Music Store has served three genera

tions of music lovers in Olympia. Ammon Taylor Rabeck came to Olympia from Kansas in 

1888. H e got a job at the Springer-White Mill. He had opportunity to make a few dollars on 

the side as an agent for a certain organ factory. A small frame building 11 feet by 30 feet, stood 

on the present site of Montgomery, Ward & Company, for which the owner asked $1.50 a 

month in rent. Young Rabeck moved in with one organ. One historic place occupied was the 

Rabeck Building acljoining the Barnes' carriage house, afterward purchased by the Evergreen 

Markee" (The Histo1y of Olympia Buildings and Community Services, 1943, p. 13). 

Mr. Rabeck never married. Ellen Lindsay said chat he courted Alfarata Ballenger, who lived on Bigelow just 

west of Central. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

BUSINESSES OF THE BIGELOW HIGHLANDS AREA 

As residential development spread up the hill to the east and north of downtown, small neighborhood 

businesses opened. Several family-run grocery businesses were well established on East Fourth ( west of Puget 

St.) by the first decade of the twentieth century. As the Bigelow Highlands area became populated, stores 

opened to serve the population. Grocery stores, gas stations, and a pharmacy first appear in the Bigelow High

lands in the mid-twenties. 

ScoTT BuNcE's GROCERY 

Scott Bunce ran a grocery on the southwest corner of Puget and Pine from 1916 to his death in 1953. In 
1910, Scott Bunce married Edith Minerva ("Minnie") Young, daughter of Bigelow Ave. settlers Hiram and 

Alvira Young. They raised an adopted son, Peter Noble Bunce. Their house, now gone, was on the corner of 

Frederick and Eighth. 

The grocery had a recessed entry and a fir floor coated with oiled sawdust. As one entered, the main 

B1111ce's Grocery 011 the so11th111est corner of P11get 1111d Pine, 1939. (Tl nm ton Co1111ty Assessor photogrnph, S011tl!lvest Region, W11shi11gto11 Stnte 
Archives) 
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Scott Bunce ran the Pine Street Grocery 
from 1916 to 1953. (Courtesy of Bill & 
Jackie Bunce) 

counter was to the left. There was another counter, a wood-burning stove, 

and a cot near the back of the store. The store was meagerly stocked. 

Bunce's grocery was a Red & White store, part of a chain of small indepen

dent groceries that grouped together to get better buying power. There was 

a Red & White warehouse in Tacoma that serviced the member groceries in 

Olympia. The building currently houses the Seventh-day Adventist Church 

Community Services. 

BLASIUS ERNYS GROCERY 

Grocer Blasius Erny came to Olympia in about 1917. The 1921-22 

Polk city directory lists his business as "meats 510 Puget:' This would place 

his store opposite Bunce's near the intersection of Puget and Pine. By 1925, 

he had moved from the Puget St. store and was operating solely in 

Tumwater. 

WILLETT W OOD COMPANY 

The Willett Wood Company was operated by a father and two sons - Burgess, Blaine, and Vernon Willett. 

The Willetts moved to Olympia in 1918, and ran a wood and sawdust fuel business for several decades. They got 
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The Willetts stored l11111her i11 this strnct11re, sho11111 i11 1939, at t/,e corner of Tullis a11d Prospect. (Tlmrsto11 Co1111ty Assessor photogmpl,, S011tlnvest 
Regio11, Wasl,i11gto11 State Archives) 

4-foot lengths of wood and sawdust from the Buchanan Lumber Co. at the end of West Bay Dr. Blaine oper

ated a wood lot off Tullis St., between Olympia and Prospect Avenues and Tullis and Bethel Streets. There was 

a storage shed at the top of the ravine, on the northeast corner of Tullis and Prospect. Vernon had a wood lot on 

the west side, on Percival St. At the wood lots, they hauled the wood in and stacked it up to dry. A cord of wood 

cost $10.00 dry. The Willetts owned two or three one-and-one-half-ton trucks, big enough to hold a cord of 

wood. 

The trucks had hard rubber tires. At one time Blaine had a 1929 Rio dump truck. The Willett Wood Co. 

had contracts to provide 4-foot wood to the Old State Capitol, Garfield School, and Lincoln School. The 

business declined in the early- to mid-1930s; Buchanan Lumber Co. burned down at about the same time oil 

was gaining popularity for heating. 

Franz Schlottmann recollected, "They had this spot on Olympia Ave., and the wood ... the excess that they 

didn't have orders for, they would bring it up there and dump it over this bank, and just make a big pile ... I'm not 

sure which road they came in on, if they came in on Central, or if they went up Puget and up that way ... but they 

would dump it in there, and then ... I can remember quite a high bank of wood there. And then when they had 

orders, why, then they'd go load out of there:' Le Roy Hoage said, "They had several trucks, and they had big, 

high sides on them. They didn't try to pile the wood in, they just threw it into these dump trucks, and you 

usually ... dad bought wood from them, because we had a wood stove, that's all we had ... and there was about a 

cord of wood to the truck load:' 
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MACK'S GARAGE SHOP 

George McCormick built race cars and was an automobile mechanic. He operated Mack's Garage at 113 N. 

Fir (between East Fourth and State) from about 1924 until his death at age 44 in 1931. 

George McCor111ick, 
owner of Mack's 
Garage. (Courtesy of 
John H. McCor111ick) 

Advertise111ent J,-0111 
the Daily Olympian, 
Nove111her 23, 1924. 

Ho"\V's Your Car? 
Is It In Shape 

·To Go Anywhere 
Anytime? 

Let Mack Checll It Over and Put It Right 
,\r•r•c•ssorir•s l111;f11lll'd 

( 'un; Sc•n·ir·l•d 'l'h1·n11;.dwul 

f(()(}I), JJU.\'l•;:-;'f', l!ELI.\BLI•; \\'OHh 

Mack's Garage Shop 
l•;11sl 1"11llt'I h .,\ 1·t·1111c II t 1-'il' St 1·r.rt 

SUNSET - UNION 76 SERVICE 

STATION 

The gas station and grocery 

building at 1728 State ( northwest corner 

of Fir) was built by Isaac McCormick. 

George McCormick, his son, built race 

cars there. The building was in use as a 

service station by 1928. Early on, it was a 

Shell service station; by the mid-thirties 

it was a Sunset Oil Company service 

station, and in the mid-1940s it became 

a Union Oil service station. Harry Ellis 

operated the Sunset station from about 1934 until his son-in-law, Carl Malysz, took over the operation of the 

station in 1937. At that time, the station had two gas pumps and two 550 gallon tanks. In the late 1930s, there 

was a grease pit east of the station, in the middle of where Fir St. now is. In 1945, the McCormick family sold 

the property to Carl and Mabel Malysz. 
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Harry Ellis' St111set Service Statio11, 1728 State, i11 the 1930s. Cad Malysz is sta11di11g by the tmck - "Under 20,000 Gross." (Courtesy of Carol Yett) 

The Malysz' operated the service station and small grocery for 25 years, from 1937 to 1962. A lot of 

business came from farmers out in South Bay. They sold the property in 1966. 

There was a two-story dwelling attached to the station, where the 

family lived until about 1943, when they moved into a new home at 300 

N. Fir. Carl Malysz was forced to sell the station when he lost his eyesight 

to glaucoma. Mr. Malysz was active in the Masons and the Westminster 

Presbyterian Church. 

Ann (Dormaier) Wheeler recalled that the Malysz' were nice people to 

trade with. She or her sister would walk there for bread, milk, or a head of 

lettuce. She described the store as "a small Seven-Eleven:• 

Carol (Malysz) Yett described the business as about 50 percent gas 

station and 50 percent small grocery. "You'd walk into the front, and on the 

left, there was the produce and frozen department ... If you walked straight 

ahead, there were shelves on two full sides of canned goods, and also on the 

right, just behind that door on the side there were more frozen ice creams 

and things like that. And then also on the right, soon as you got in that front 

Carl Malysz, owner of Carl's Service 
Station, 1728 State, ca. 1940. (Cot1rtesy 
of Carol Yett) 
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BUSINESSES OF THE BIGELOW HIGHLANDS AREA 

door, was a counter and a big thing ... the old thing that they sold milk and pop, the old fashioned [ refrigerator 

case] you could see in, with glass doors ... you turn right and there's a counter to pay your bills and everything. 

And then a long thing of milk and pop and stuff:' 

The building currently houses an Antiques Mall. 

JOE O'HARE'S GROCERY 

By 1925, there was a small grocery on the southeast corner of Puget and State. The first grocer was Emery 

Bennett (1925-1927). Little is known about him. The second proprietor,Joe O'Hare, went on to become a well 

known grocer in Olympia and Tumwater. Mr. O'Hare operated the grocery - his first store - at 120 Puget from 

about 1927 to 1931. 

Joe's niece, Delores Shull, went into the store when she was 

a girl. She recalled that there was a counter in the middle. The 

walls were lined with shelves, and there was a little island out in 

the middle. It was a very small store, much smaller in size than 

the Gwen Gayle Grocery building ( which still stands on the 

southwest corner of Central and State) . The store was built right 

out to the sidewalk, and the entrance faced northwest. There 

might have been a window on the Puget St. side. After Joe 

O'Hare moved on, W . W . Metter took over the store. By 1934, 

Metter opened The Market Basket at 1027 East Fourth Ave_. 

(southwest corner of Fourth and Eastside), which operated until 

about 1950. In 1934, the grocer at Puget and State was John 

Kresek. The site is now an empty lot. 

UTTERBACK & Sm/s GROCERY - BIGELOW GROCERY 

Grocer Joe O'Hare, rn. 1927. (Co11rtesy of Delores Sh11ll) 

Father and son John L. and Virgil C. Utterback ran Utterback's Grocery (by 1936, the store was called 

Utterback & Son's Grocery) on the northwest corner of Bigelow and Central from about 1929 to 1956. After his 

father's death in 1942, Virgil continued to run the grocery until his death in 1956. The store had been in opera

tion since about 1925; the two previous owners were Charles L. Winkler and C. Lemuel Stamey. For a time, 

Utterback's was a United Purity Store, one of many independent groceries participating in a "voluntary chain'' for 

wholesale buying power. 

Faci11g page, top: The St111set Service Statio11 on the 11orthwes t corner 
of State a11d Fir, 1939. (Tlmrs/011 Co1111ty Assessor photograph, 
So11thivest Regio11, Washingto11 State Archives) 

Faci11g page, bottom: Carl's Service Station, 1728 State, view looking 
east to west, May 1967. The horizontal signs read "Union Oil Dealer," 
"Ca rl 's Service," and "Groceries." The sig11 011 the post reads "Wli ite 
Gas, Stove Oil, Kerose11e, Solve11t, Oil 49<t Gal/011." (Co11rtesy of 
Carol Yett) 

John and Lulu ( or Lula) Mae Utterback raised 

one son and three daughters: Virgil, Vivian, Olga 

(Mrs. Charles E. Stoney), and Helen (Mrs. Samuel 

R. Smith). In 1930, the family lived at 1514 Bigelow; 

they lived at 710 N. Puget for a number of years, and 

finally moved to 607 N. Central, next door to the 

grocery, in 1944. Vivian lived at 607 N. Central until 

1969. 
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Utterbnck's Grocery i11 1939. The store, wliic/J served tlJe 11eigliborliood for <1/111ost 40 yen rs, stood 011 t/Je southwest corner of Crntrnl mid Bigelow. 
(Tlmrsto11 Co1111ty Assessor photogrnp/J, S011tlJ111est Region, Wns/Ji11gto11 St<lte Arc/Ji11es) 
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Bob Chenier said, "That's where we were sent if our folks needed some last-minute thing. Mother would 

send us up there. And if we had a penny to spend, or a whole nickel, we went up there, and I can see the old man. 

It was a father, a son, and I think two daughters, but at least one ... well, the old man ... had a handlebar moustache 

and a great big candy display thing ... He even had some meat and dried groceries, a few bits of produce. We were 

sent up there mainly for milk, but can you imagine now that sometime in the thirties, I don't remember when, 

we had family visiting from Wisconsin, and mother gave me twenty-five cents and she said, 'Go on up the store' -

she just called it the store - 'and get twenty-five cents' worth of pork chops.' It was two, three steps up, and the 

entrance was on the Central side:' 

Rosalie Ballew recollected, "Well, that was a little old grocery store. They had floors that they oiled or 

something, like you see in the old school houses and such. And they, too, were nice people. But they were men, 

there. At Utterback's ... I can remember going in there and the cash register and counter was at the right. But it 

was a darker store. They only had windows in front. And Gwen Gayle [ at Central and State] had them on two 

sides:' Ellen Lindsay said, "He had all kinds of racks and containers of things, and I remember he used to have 

cookies in containers and [we] used to buy flour in hundred pound, maybe fifty pound sacks and we just made 

dishcloths out of the sacks and mother baked all of our bread:' 

After Virgil Utterback's death, the store was sold and renamed the Bigelow Grocery. James and Florence 

Bigelow (no relation to D.R. Bigelow) operated the store from 1957 to 1964. Before becoming a grocer, Mr. 

Bigelow had been a heavy equipment operating engineer. Miss Lela Bigelow was James' aunt. Miss Bigelow came 

to Olympia in about 1930, and was a school teacher at Washington Junior High School for many years. The 

Bigelows lived in the home across the street from the grocery, 618 N. Central. 

In 1971, a member-run food cooperative, the Olympia Food Conspiracy, was set up in the old Bigelow 

Grocery. The co-op was organized by Frank Fatseas and Stephen Wilcox, and occupied the building for about 2 

years. The grocery was torn down in the 1970s. There is now a duplex on the site. 

CENTRAL DRUG COMPANY 

Pharmacist George Gunstone and his wife Kathryn operated Central Drug for almost 35 years, from 

October 14, 1929 to March 1963. 

Walter Gunstone, George Gunstone's 

uncle, built the W. D. Fuller building at 1428 

East Fourth Ave. (northwest corner of 

Central) for Bill Fuller in the mid-twenties. 

The building was at the eastern terminus of 

the electric streetcar. There was a shelter out 

in front for the streetcar passengers. The 

shelter was gone by October 1929. 

According to Mrs. Kathryn Gunstone, 

"there was a grocery store in there [1428 East 

"Ever')) N'))al Service Store is a Prescription Drug Store" 

CENTRAL DRUG CO. 
GEORGE T. GUNSTONE, Prop. 

We Have What You Want 
Phone l 796 Olympia, Wash. 

Advertisement Jro,n tl,e Olympia B11ilding Trndes Council Year Book 1930. Nyal 
was a prod11ct line similar to Rexall. 
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Fourth] once, and then another fellow [ druggist August Granberg] owned the store, and he had been bootleg

ging, and the neighborhood wouldn't stand for it:' August M. Granberg established the drugstore in 1927. He 

went bankrupt. Until George Gunstone took over Central Drug in October 1929,"temporary" pharmacists 

included William Guffey, A. R. Larowill, and Sharp. All the equipment and furnishings were in the store when 

the Gunstones took over. 

Central Drug was open seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Mrs. Gunstone said,"Well, for a 

while, he opened at 8:00, because that's when people went to work. And the streetcar ended right out there, and 

then they gathered there. Well, he finally found out that what they'd do is come in the store and stand in wet 

[coats], and drip all over the store. So he opened at 9:00:' 

"George had to be at the store. The law said that he had to be there in charge all the time:'"I enjoyed every 

bit of it, I never regret it. It was long hours. I had many people come in numbers of times. One woman said to 

me, 'How do you stand it? You never get to go anyplace,' and I just said, 'Well, you do what you have to, don't 

you?"' Mrs. Gunstone served at the soda fountain, washed dishes, cleaned up the fountain, operated the postal 

station, and did whatever she was able to do. 

Central Drug Co111pa11y 011 the 11ortlnvest come,· of Fourth a11d Central, 1939. (Th11rsto11 Co1111ty Assessor photogrnplJ, Southwest Regio11, Washi11gto11 
State Archives) 
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There was a nine-seat soda fountain that served neighborhood residents and interstate travelers - " ... we were 

on the main highway and had a lot of people coming from California ... And then we had people come down 

from Canada:' During the war President Roosevelt's motorcade stopped for ice cream cones, but Roosevelt 

himself didn't enter the store. 

The store hired help to work at the 

soda fountain, often a high school 

student or other neighborhood resident. 

In addition to working at the fountain, 

"we had greeting cards and magazines 

and they had to fix it and so forth .. :' By 

1936, Central Drug contained U.S. 

Postal Station no. 3."Well, we all worked 

at it. When George was busy with 

something, why, I'd make out a money 

order:' 

Asked to describe the store, Mrs. 

Guns tone said, "As you first went in the 

store, the two windows - I think they're 

still there now - the first window had a 

display area about that wide. And then 

was a magazine display case, a long one, 

on that wall. And then on the other wall, 

down the other side, like this, there were 

some magazines but we also had a card 

rack. And that stand would come down 

like this, and then there was a cabinet 

underneath for extra cards. Then, there 

was also a window that was about so 

deep, that George always kept ... he'd 

change the window every so often, put 

displays in. Then, we had the fountain 

[ on the left as one walked in] ... the 

windows were like so, and then here was 

~.....,,.,...... ~ 

.1 

GIFTS 
Io r EASTER! 

EASTER EGGS 
All Sizes and Colors 

April Showers 28 c 
Cologne Water .. 

Egg Dye . 5c & I Oc pkg. 

,1.00 DOUBLE OOUPAOI'S 
59c 

Societe Mar1hmallow1 

10c a bag 
EASTER CARDS 

De Vilbiss Atomizers 
50c to $5.00 

Coty' s PERFUMF.S 
& POWDERS 

John.ston'a & Imperial 

CANDY 
'Beautiful Easter Boxes! 

50c to $4.00 

Large Cloth 
BUNNIES. 29c 

Easter Special ... 
LEMON CUSTARD Ice Cream 3 lj c 
I Quart Brick ................................... . 

Also In Bulk 

Central Drug Co. 
4th & Central St. Phone 1796 

...........,... a.....,..._. ..v ~ 
Advertimnrnt from the Olympia News, April 18, 1935 . 

the fountain, here, but it didn't start until about here ... out from the wall. And then there was a back bar there 

that was just beautiful. It had a big mirror in the center and then the soda glasses and things of that sort were on 

the sides:' 

"And then we had ... there were glass cases that were kind of a walnut finish, but we had things like dresser 

sets and things of that sort in it, and they went back, well, there were two of those. And they went back as far as 

the Post Office. And I told you about the prescription case. And then there was ... the back wall had all the 
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medications and things like that on it. And, the back room, of course it had all the storage, and then there was a 

toilet room, and then, along the side wall, when we first got it, as you went in the entrance, there was a display 

case about that big and the top of it was full of cigars. Boxes of cigars. As time went on, we discontinued that ... 

You'd have to go in there and handle those cigars and so forth, and there were not too many cigar-smoking 

people in this area. It was nearly all went to cigarettes. And then we had a beautiful candy display. Bulk candy ... I 

have the candy plates downstairs. They're like that, and then we'd get the bulk candy and we'd have to put it out 

in little piles. And sell it in little white bags. And weigh it ... And we had box candy, and that was usually dis

played up there behind the fountain. And that's one thing that he was very particular about, and the salesmen 

that came to us were particular about it. Aplets and all. The aplet salesman would come every so often and see 

what we'd sold and the quality of it. Now, we had aplet salesmen come and they would check it and then they'd 

give us the old ones. So I took them home and made cookies out of them. We had people buy candy elsewhere 

and they'd come in and tell us that they'd bought it from us, and show us some little candies all dried up, and we 

PIJ11r11wcist Geo1ge G1111sto11e, rn. 1940. (Courtesy of K11tlny11 & Beverly Gc111sto11e) 
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knew better. We knew that they hadn't 

bought it from us:' 

George Gunstone was known to all 

the neighborhood, and highly respected. 

Pat Rickert reflected, "Of course, 

when did we go to the doctor, you know? 

Once in a blue moon. Mom always went 

down to the drugstore ... the Gunstones 

... he was the one we called our doctor. I 

mean, if we got sick, or anything hap

pened, we just went down to Mr. 

Gunstone. They can't do that anymore. 

But that man should've been the doctor. 

He was just wonderful. You know, if we 

had sniffles or colds or anything else, he 

always gave us something. And we just 

considered him the doctor. He was great. 

He was nice, too:' 

Mrs. Guns tone said, "I know several 

times my husband knew people who 

were very, very sick and they were hard 

up and he'd cut the price of their medi

cine as much as he possibly could. One 

couple, at Christmas time he felt so sorry 

for them he had flowers sent to them, 

because, he just told me, 'Oh, gee, they 

just don't have anybody around that's 
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close to them.' Well, I guess they thought he was crazy, but it didn't make any difference, he did it. He had a big 
heart:' 

Rosalie Ballew recalled, "When we were young marrieds ... our kids used to get earaches or something and 

antibiotics were in and we'd go down, the doctor would prescribe, and we'd go down and get them and pay for 

them and everything and one time I went down with a prescription and another pharmacist was there and he 

charged me quite a bit more. And I knew the lady that worked there, Elizabeth Deschamps, and I said "Eliza

beth, I don't understand it, why it costs more( because I'd gotten it quite often. And she went back to check and 

he had been giving it to us at cost, with a good discount, because he knew we were young and trying to make 

ends meet. And I didn't even know it; he didn't make any fuss about it. So I hold a soft spot in my heart for him:• 

Entries from Central Drug Co.'s register of The Era 

Poison Register for Druggists with Digest of Poison Laws of the 
United States cover sales from 1927 to 1960. The register 

itemizes the poisons dispensed and the intended usages, 

and gives insight into the needs of the clientele of Central 

Drug. Many customers lived out on rural routes outside 

the city limits, and the substances were purchased for 

agricultural or farm applications. Of about 50 substances 

dispensed over a 33-year period, the top five were chloro

form, phenol, formaldehyde, mercury bichloride, and 

~ Aqua Ammonia 
POISON! 

Antidote: Give vinegar or lemon juice with plenty of 
water and follow with sweet milk or white of eggs 
or gruel. 

CENTRAL DRUG CO . 
I PRESCRIPTION STORE 

I PHONE 17116 COR . E. 4TH ANO CENTRAL 8TB. 

. OLYMPIA WASH. 

carbolic acid. The reasons given by the purchasers of chloroform included: cleaning, liniment, cuts, kill dog, 

destroy bees, kill cats, toothache, and worms in cow. For phenol, the intended purposes included: gargle, paper 

paste, chicken water, washing sores, washing cut, itch ointment, spray plants, ear wash, wash dog, antiseptic 

wash, wash a cow, steam bath, disinfectant, white washing, sore throat, wash cut horse, cow tits cut, treat a tooth, 

kill chicken lice, fumigating, disinfecting mattress, salve, hair lotion, and poultice. Formaldehyde was used for: 

preserving fish, to treat potatoes, kill rats, foot baths, to treat grain, fumigating, bath water for dog, treat seed, 

disinfecting, treating oats, clothes closets, clean combs, sterilizing soil, stock antiseptic, hand lotion, and steriliz

ing. Purchasers of mercury bichloride listed the purposes as: treat potatoes, spuds dip, antiseptic wash, treat 

bulbs, bed bug poison, wash for itch, and kill ants. Carbolic acid was used as: an antiseptic, disinfectant, wash, 

poultice, bed bugs, for horse foot, mouthwash, and for boils. 

Over the course of years, Central Drug was burglarized multiple times. The first robbery was in about 

1930, when an unmasked man held up George Gunstone. Mrs. Gunstone recalled that"one of the worst burglar

ies we had was when they came in at night and blew up the safe. Now we had the safe under the postal station. 

The postal station was a big square thing like so, and it had this grill around it:' Mrs. Gunstone described 

another incident in which the postal station was robbed, and federal investigators came and questioned everyone 

extensively. One year, shortly before closing on the night before Easter Sunday, a robber put a gun to Mr. 

Gunstone's back and threatened to kill him. Fortunately, the man was later apprehended. It turned out that he 

had killed a man the week before. 

Building owner Bill Fuller was upset when George Gunstone left the store in 1963. "He was very upset. W e 
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cleared everything out and did everything proper as well as we could. When we got out, I knew Bill was upset 

about it, and of course, his wife had died, and he just kind of felt as though we were family:' Before Mr. Fuller's 

death in 1969, he legally adopted the Gunstones so that they could inherit the property. 

Fairway Collection Services, a debt collection business, currently occupies the building. 

NEWHART's CYCLE SHOP 

On the south side of Fourth, at 1203 East Fourth Ave., Frank Newhart ran a cycle shop from about 1927 

to 1949. 

John Robinson recollected, "My first job was with the bicycle shop, which was right across the street ... 

Frank Newhart's bicycle shop. And I would go in there and he would get brand new Schwinn bicycles in the 

crate, and I was to set them up. For twelve bucks you got a basket, a horn, a ah-oooga horn type thing, a 

kickstand and a mud flap for $12.00. Brand new Schwinn bike, and that was my job, putting those bikes to

gether. And he sold quite a few, and he rented bikes for a dime, I think it was 15 cents. I think it was a dime an 

hour or 20 cents for the day to rent a bicycle. And then the motorcycles would hang out there on the weekends, 

and I used to go across the street and watch these guys with these big saddled bicycles, motorcycles. Noisy, 

rowdy, but it was a lot of fun. We got a big kick out of that:' 

A L TEXACO AND GROCERY 

Leonard and Rachel Johnson ran a Texaco service station and grocery at 1202 State (northeast corner of 

Puget) from 1929 to 1950. According to daughter-in-law Marion Johnson, Mr. Johnson was the first Texaco 

dealer in Olympia. The business was named A L Service Station & Grocery for their son, Austin Leonard 

Johnson. The business was a popular gathering place. Ed White described it as a real convenience store, with a 

little of everything. The grocery store had an entrance on the Puget St. side, and the service station fronted State. 

Mr. White remembered going down and listening to a little radio that Leonard Johnson kept in the gas station; 

the radio was a real attraction for the neighborhood kids. 

The lease between the Johnsons and the Texaco Company in 1930 detailed the equipment: two Tokheim 

gasoline pumps, two 3-compartment lubsters, one 1-compartment lubster, one H & B air compressor, two 550-

gallon _underground storage tanks, and one single-canopy frame and stucco service station building. 

John Robinson worked at Leonard Johnson's gas station when he was 12 or 13 years old. He described the 

business:"They had a gas ... their primary business was groceries, they had a little grocery store. That was the 

primary business, and the gas was kind of secondary, because there wasn't much money in gas. Gas was, I think, 

when I started pumping gas, it was considered quite expensive. We didn't sell too much, but I think it was six 

gallons for a dollar, and the old pumps, you'd pump the gas up into the glass, and then it was kind of an honor 

system. From there you just pulled the lever, and the gas would drop and when you got what looked like five or 

ten gallons, you'd stop ... But what they were were just a big glass tube that showed your gas in the tube, and it 

would fill up with ten gallons, you could get ten gallons in there. And you had a handle about four feet long that 
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AL Service Stt1tio11 & Gromy, 1202 Stt1te, rn. 1930. (Courtesy of Mt1rio11 Joh11so11) 
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AL Service Stt1tio11 & Gromy, viewed Jro111 Pttget St., sho111i11g the grocery store entmnce, the west side of the IJott se, t111d cherry trees, April 1939. 
(Co11rtesy of Marion Johnson) 
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you pumped the gas out of the tank up into the tube and then you'd whup it down ... But you'd get maybe three 

cars a day would come in and pick up ten gallons of gas. And nobody came in arid said 'Fill ' er up.' You never 

heard that ... No, you bought whatever was a buck's worth. And usually it was around six, sometimes seven 

gallons for a dollar:' 

The former gas station now houses Blues Brothers Hot Tubs. 

SHELL SERVICE STATION 

From at least 1927 to about 1950, a variety of owners ran a Shell service station at 1502 East Fourth Ave. 

(northeast corner of Central). According to interviewee John Robinson, the station was a Maxwell station before 

it became a Shell station. Brothers Carl and Paul Meyer operated Meyer Brothers Service Station during the late 

1920s and 1930s. Later owners included Joseph]. Bieniek (ca.1946-1949) and Tonny 0 . Strong (ca.1949-1951) . 

Carl Meyer went on to operate a furniture store on Fifth St. He was active in the Elks, and played the bass horn. 

Pat Rickert recalled, "That gas station was on Fourth and Central, right across from Gunstone's .. .it was a 

Shell. Shell gave away little games, they were cardboard-types of games, and you'd have to punch out all these 

SI Jell Station 011 t/Je 11ort/Jeast corner of Fo11rt/J and Central, 1939. T/Je directional sign /Jas arro111s poi11ti11g to t/Je left for Portland, City Center, a11d 
AAA Cl11h. T/Je rig/Jtjaci11g arro111s say Seattle, Taco111a, a11d Fort Le111is. (TIJ11rsto11 Co1111ty Assessor p/Jotograp/J, So11tlnvest Region, Was/Ji11gto11 State 
A,-c/Jives) 
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little buttons, anyway, I think you had to have a set of dice to play 'em, or else you spinned. It was a cardboard 

thing and you'd spin it, to tell you to move so many spaces. And it was all Shell products, or, you know, that was 

their advertising. And as kids we used to stop by there and if it was a man ... some of the men were so friendly, 

and they would give 'em to us free. But some of them were real cranky and just tell us to go on:' 

The building, dramatically modified, most recently housed a typewriter repair shop. 

TALMAGE PUBLIC MARKET - WEE TAVERN - HILLCREST MARKET 

Charles Talmage ran a grocery at 

401 Central, on the southwest corner of 

East Fourth and Central, across from 

Central Drug. Mrs. Gunstone recalled, 

"Now the people that had the store across 

the street from us, Talmages owned it 

when I first remember. And Talmage 

had ... he was not very sanitary. They just 

got by by the skin of their teeth. They 

had a son. They were pleasant people. But 

they had a big meat block in there. You 

know, a butcher's block. And this particu

lar day I was in there, and I got some

thing ... and this big dog came in and next 

thing I know, he was licking that butcher's 

block. I didn't say anything, but I just 

didn't buy any after that:' 

In 1936, William Davies took over 

the store. "Davies were very clean and so 

forth. There's a woman that worked for 

them, she was a Scandinavian lady, and 

she was a real doll. She just knew how to 

handle people. And work with people:' 

In the late thirties there was a beer 

parlor called the Wee Tavern at 1429 East 

Fourth, run by Mr. Talmage. Paul Miller 

recalled, "Wee Tavern was behind the 

You Are Invited To The 
FORMAL OPENING OF 

Hillcrest Market 
Successor to 

Talmage Market 
Fourth ond Cehtrol 

TO CELEBRATE, WE ARE GIVING AWAY 

FREE! 
A cone of Olympus Ice Cream tn the kiddies that are accompanied bY. 

an adult. 

And a Real Cash Di:vidend That You ~an Spend 
On -Every Package of SPERRY'S WHEAT HEARTS at 22¢ per package 

AND A BARREL OF GROC~RIES 
Including a 49-pound sock of Sperry's Drifted Snow Flour, Coffee, Sugar, 

Milk, Cream, Eggs, Butter, Poto toes and a iot o·f other choice foods. 

And a Lot of Other Celebration Features, Including 

Wh • 11. 1 c ff HILLCREST 28. eat1es Pkg... .. C O ee pound ........ .. C 
Sperry's 

Pan k & Waffle 17c (a e Flour ....... 

Extra Lorge 

Dated Eggs doz 24c 
Sperry's · • • Sound Brand 

B1squ1ck ~h~;t_Delicious Peas ~ec°od,_e;,f;;_e_~t ... . 29c 
coke package .......... , ... . _. .... 29c Sound Brood 

Certo Free, 1 Salad 4~c Beans Cu:t'. String- 29c 
Fork; 2 bot..... ~ less, 3 cons ... . 

U ~ S. Gov. Insp. Steer Steaks, lb •.. 23c 

Lettuce l~f:;!a i:c 
grocery store ... there was a little barber Advertise111ent J,-0111 the Daily Oly111pin11 ,]1111e 12, 1936. 

shop in there ... kind of combined. I think 

they took part of the grocery store or something, but I don't remember much about it. I wasn't in that tavern 

very much, but a friend of mine, Sven Mattson [was] always in there drinking beer at that little tavern. 

113 



WORKINGMAN'S HILL-A HISTORY OF AN OLYMPIA NEIGHBORHOOD 

POP'S 
WEE TAVERN 

After Mr. Davies, Don Cham

bers ran Hillcrest Market from about 

1941 to about 1958. Ann Wheeler 

recalled Mr. Chambers as a cheerful 

man who ran a popular business. He 

wore glasses, and one leg was shorter 

than the other. Her family went there 

to buy their meat products. People 

referred to the store as "Don's:• 

E-/Tic·ient Service 

UNIQUE 

UNCSUAL 

1429 E. Fonrth 
Avenue 

C. G. Talmadge 
The building is presently 

occupied by Eastside Gala-Rie, 

an art gallery. 

Advertise111ent Jro111 1938 Rules 1111d Reg11l11tions, Fourth A11111111l Poggie Club Sa/111011 Derby. 

GWEN GAYLE GROCERY AND MARKET 

Miss Lillian V. Phillips and Mrs. Pearl M. Harder, half-sisters, were co-owners of the Gwen Gayle Grocery 

and Market at 125 Central (southwest 

corner of State), which was in business 

from about 1935 to 1965. The store was 

named for widow Harder's two deceased 

daughters, Gayle and Gwendolyn. Gayle 

died from pneumonia at age 4 in 1926. 

Mr. Harry R. Harder, a Fort Lewis 

employee, died in 1929 after an illness. 

Mrs. Harder and Gwendolyn moved 

back from Fort Lewis to Olympia, where 

Gwendolyn died at age 13 in 1934. 

Neighborhood children referred to the 

store as "the old maids' store:' Many 

interviewees thought the "old maids" -

the proprietors - were named Gwen and 

Gayle. 

The sisters were almost universally 

described as lacking good customer

services skills. Ann Wheeler said that the 

sisters were not particularly friendly and 
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!State & Central - We Accept Relief Wa!Tallts' - Phone 8.14 

~~~-24½ 
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ft~~~ ... 19 
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~'\d you'll also !ind oUI' 
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OY~ fD 0111'. aion. Mena 
~ a re on 
fferr bandt 

Advertisemwt from t/Je Oly111pia News, April 18, 1935. 
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acted suspicious of customers. They sat behind a counter and would pop up all of a sudden. Families that were 

"regulars" or immediate neighbors received more gracious treatment. As a girl, Rosalie (Darcy) Ballew went into 

the Gwen Gayle Grocery"every day. I would come home from school and I would stop at the grocery store and if 

my mother wanted anything from the store, they would have it ready for me and I would bring it home ... mother 

would have a running bill there; she'd charge it ... because of course I didn't carry any money:' When asked to 

describe the sisters, she said,"They were friendly, but you see, I was only, you know I wasn't very old. They were 

kind. They never followed me to see ifl was going to take it out, or anything like that and if mother hadn't 

called, they would let me call mother so I wouldn't have to go another two blocks and go back, which was kind of 

them:' And Lillian invited Maxine Weatherbie to sit behind the counter with her and taught her how to em

broider. 

The Gwrn Gayle Grocery, 011 the so11t/Jwest corner of State and Crntral, was in b11si11ess from 1935 to 1965. This photograph was t11ke11 in 1939. 
(Th11rsto11 County Assessor p/Jotogrnp/J, Southwest Region, Washington State Archives) 

Pat Rickert recollected, "You walked into the store and they had kind of an island, and that's where they 

had - now, this is in their heydey - in the center, they had counters. They had their vegetables. They were very 

well stocked. Their canned goods was stocked. They had meat. You could live by shopping just there. It was a 

neighborhood store but it really was a little bit more. You know, Utterback's, you could only get a few little items, 

or you could maybe get one kind of soup. But you could go to Gwen Gayle's and you could get ... they had all 

kinds of stuff, and then they had a glass-front counter, and they had candy in there and all kinds of good things 
that kids might snitch:' 
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In the 1950s, so many children would go into the store after school for candy that the sisters would let in a 

few kids, lock the doors until they were finished, and then let a few more kids in. 

Mrs. Pea,-/ Harder, 011e of the sistm 111/Jo 

ran t/Je Gwen Gayle Grncery. (Washi11g
to11 State Historical Society, Taco11111. State 
Capital M11sw111 Collectio11. P/Jotograph 
by Belcher; negative 110. 2103) 

Pat Rickert bought the sisters' home at 222 N. Central in 1971, and it 

was full of family artifacts. Retta Wilson, a third sister, also lived in the 

family home. Mrs. Rickert said that there was an upstairs bedroom that was 

still set up as a girl's room. The sisters grew flowers in the yard specifically to 

place on the graves. The sisters did not get along. The house was divided into 

three separate living areas: the basement, the main floor, and the upstairs. 

The sisters stayed away from one another. There were iron bars on the 

basement windows because that's where the money from the store was kept 

at night. 

The sisters were active in the I.0.0.F. Ruth Rebekah Lodge 17. Mrs. 

Rickert said that she found all kinds of beauty aids in the house, which 

surprised her, and that the sisters were apparently very stylish women, even 

though they did not appear to be. 

The former grocery building now houses Acropolis Chiropractic 

Center. 

OLYMPIA SHEET METAL w ORKS 

In the 1930s-late 1940s, Jake Ashwill operated Olympia Sheet Metal Works from a shed behind his house 

at 1226 State, on the northwest corner of State and Tullis. John Robinson recalled that"Everybody knew Ashwill 

and that was it ... [if you] wanted some sheet metal done you called Ashwill... I don't remember if there was any 

competition or not. I know when we had any furnace that had to be plumbed, we always called him ... he was a 

very busy individual... And he was the 

only person in Olympia that had a real 

powerful telescope which he made. And I 

can remember going up there late at 

night when it was real clear in the 

summertime, and looking in that tele

scope and just being overwhelmed with 

what we could see. I don't recall how 

powerful it was, but ... he made this out of 

some of the old tubing that he used in his 

sheet metal business:• 
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1226 State Street Phone 575 

ROY ASHWILL, Prop. 

Advertisement Jro111 the Oly111pia B11ildi11g Ti·ades Co1111ci/ Year Book 1931. 
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MARGARET McCLELLAND MATERNITY HoME 

Margaret ("Maggie") - nee Gunstone - and 

Harvey McClelland lived at 402 N. Quince St., on the 

northeast corner of Thurston Ave. While not within 

the boundaries of today's Bigelow Highlands neigh

borhood, the maternity home took in women from all 

over the city. Mrs. McClelland ran a maternity home 

from the 1920s up until about 1947-48. Dr. Harlan W. 

Sachs, an osteopathic physician, was the attending 

doctor most of the time. Dr. Sachs' office was on the 

second floor of the Capitol Theater Building. 

Mrs. McClelland housed one or two mothers at 

a time - when she had two, she had to give up her 

bedroom. The parlor, on the first floor (southwest 

corner), had a fireplace and was where the doctor and 

Mrs. McClelland did the birthing. The room behind 

the parlor was her bedroom. The home, which dates 

from about 1890, had no bathtub or plumbing until 

1937-38. Everything was done with bedpans. The 

kitchen was originally unattached, but later was 

incorporated into the home and had hot and cold 

running water. 

The north side of the home was a sitting room

dining room combination. Step-granddaughter Jeanne 

Vandermaas remembers her grandma sitting in front 

of the wood stove with a baby on her lap. With her 

large hands, she would massage the baby with oil -

probably olive oil - in the morning and the evening. 

Mrs. McClelland stood 6' 2". 

Mrs. Vandermaas also recalled that there were 

diapers hanging everywhere; up until the McClellands 

got a washing machine in 1938 or 1939, all the laundry 

Margaret McC/e/11111d ivit/J grn11dd1111g/Jters Do,·is Elai11e 1111d Valeda 
Jea1111e 011 the Jro11t porch of 402 N. Q11i11ce, April 1937. (Co11rtesy of 
Jea1111e ¼11dm11a11s) 

was washed by hand with a scrub board. The babies' middles were wrapped with "belly bands;' strips of cloth to 

protect the belly button. 

When asked why mothers would opt to use the maternity home rather than have a home birth or go to the 

hospital, Mrs. Vandermaas said that people were used to birthing at home, and that hospitals weren't widely 

used. The advantage of a maternity home was that the mother and baby would receive 24-hour-a-day care. Some 
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mothers had three or four babies at the home. The women were referred to Mrs. McClelland's home by Dr. 

Sachs. Mrs. McClelland passed away in 1962 at the age of 90. 

MISCELLANEOUS OTHER BUSINESSES 

According to Maxine (Weatherbie) Nunn, there was an old bus, like a traveling grocery store, that came 

down Lybarger St. about once every week or two. 

In the late 1930s-early 1940s, a man who lived on the south side of State Ave., near Tullis, built wooden 

boats. John McCormick described the boats as 12-14' row boats. 

Ernest 0. Robbins, grandson of pioneers Edwin 0. 
and Esther Robbins, ran Robbins Radio Service at 1803 

State from about 1939 to 1950. The second generation's 

family home was at 1800 Fourth (northeast corner of 

Fir). 

At 1427 East Fourth Ave., on the south side of 

Fourth west of Talmage's/Hillcrest Market, various. 

barbers and beauty shops operated for years. Barbers 

included William Terpstra ( ca. 1939-1945) and Charles 

Mitchell ( ca. 1946-1957). Business names included 

Eastside Beauty Shop and Central Barber Shop. 

RALPH'S THRIFTWAY 

Ernest D. Robbins 
The Radio Doctor 

If it is a radio, we 
1\:IAKE it work! 

Phone 2045 

ROBBINS' 
RADIO SERVICE 

Corner Fir and State Avenue 

Ralph's Thriftway, 1908 East Fourth Ave., opened Advertisement from the Daily Olympian, November 19, 1930. 

on November 29, 1956. The site of the new Ralph's had 

been Ed and Martha Zabel's first family home. Art Zabel recalled, "Well, our home was the first home outside 

the city limits of Olympia, when I lived on Fourth St., where Ralph's Thriftway is. And, at that time, State St. 

was not through, and our property went clear back to Olympia Ave ... My brothers and I made a miniature golf 

course out in the back there, and every Saturday neighbors would come over ... neighbor children, friends of ours 

would come over and we'd have a game of golf back there ... We used to play football after school in the neighbor

hood, there on a big lot over in behind Ralph's ... my dad used to pick cherries, and then he'd build a little stand 

out on Fourth St. there, and we would sell them there. And then as we got older, my dad thought we ought to 

have a little business, and so since we had a stand there that we could close up at night, he got us started in 

fireworks, and we had a fireworks stand right there. And we were the first ... at that time you couldn't sell fire

works in the city of Olympia, so we were the first one outside the city of Olympia, and so we had a stand there:' 

After State Ave. was cut through, the Zabels moved into a new brick home at 1912 State Ave., directly north of 

Ralph's Thriftway. 

Ralph's Thriftway replaced Ralph's Food Center, which had been downtown at 114 W. Legion Way ( corner 
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of Columbia) since 1944. The newspaper described Ralph Stormans' new store as a"mammoth food emporium" 

with parking for 200 cars. It offered a play area for kids, children's clothing, automatic opening doors, a covered 

area for picking up groceries, and a rotisserie cooking ribs and chicken. The new Ralph's also included two leased 

departments, Bailey Drugs and Blue Ribbon Meats. 

THE OLYMPIAN 

On May 1, 1972, the Daily Olympian moved its newspaper operation from 122 N. Capitol (corner of 

State) to its new building at 1268 East Fourth Ave. The paper, first published in 1876, became the city's only 

daily newspaper in 1927. The Daily Olympian of May 1, 1972, reported that the move 12 blocks up the hill 

came none too soon."Just before the last pages of The Sunday Olympian were finished late Saturday, the type 

casting machine that produced most of our hot metal headlines clanged to a halt in a cloud of smoke and sparks:' 

The new building cost one million dollars to build and furnish, with an additional one million for equipment. 

The Olylllpian b11ilding 11nder constrnction, 1971. The tall ho11se 011 the north side of State Ave. (cw ter of photogmph) tvas b11ilt before 1890. 
(Washington State Historical Society, Taco/Ila. State Capital M11swlll Collection. Photo by The Olympian) 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

CHURCHES 

The Bigelow Highlands neighborhood has been home to many churches: Assembly of God, Church of 

God, Foursquare Gospel, Seventh-day Adventist, United Presbyterian, New Life Baptist, Calvary Christian 

Assembly, and Olympia Metro Church of the Assemblies of God. Today, only two congregations are active: 

Calvary Christian Assembly and Olympia Metro Church. Even before the first church was built in the late teens, 

other churches held outdoor meetings in the neighborhood- in the July 18, 1914 Olympia Chronicle we read 

that"The Free Methodist camp-meeting is still in full blast in the grove just north of the end of the car line on 

Central street:' 

EARLY PENTECOSTAL DENOMINATIONS IN THE BIGELOW HIGHLANDS 

Several early Pentecostal churches in Olympia became established in the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood 

and vicinity. The Assembly of God, the Church of God, and (briefly) a Foursquare Gospel denomination all 

flourished "up the hill" in east Olympia. Denominations merged and split during the mid-1920s due to doctrinal 

similarities and differences. 

The first sizeable church built on the"upper" east-side hill was the Church of the Brethren (Dunkard) 

Church, which still stands at the southwestern intersection of East Fourth and Sawyer. This church was built by 
Rev. Jacob Secrist a few years after his arrival from Oregon in 1906. Secrist's house still stands at 2204 State Ave., 

where he first held Sunday school classes and services. Soon, men of the congregation built a small one-room 

building for worship. After about 3 years, the Dunkard Church was built. The one-room building was sold to 

Bowen and Lepper's grocery store for feed storage. 

Reverend Secrist embraced the Pentecostal message in the early teens, and left the Dunkard Brethren 

Church to open a Pentecostal Mission downtown on Capitol Way, between State and Olympia Avenues. 

Secrist's children recounted that their father heard the Pentecostal message from a man named Mr. Pollard. Mr. 

Pollard was persecuted by non-believers, was thrown into the bay, and contracted tuberculosis. He and his wife 

moved to a"remote" section of town - a house on the north rim of the gravel pit near Tullis St. and State Ave. -

to get away from his enemies. Jacob Secrist was 'saved' when he visited Pollard shortly before Pollard's death in 

January 1913. 

Mrs. Harriet Henderson lived in the spacious home at 503 Puget St., now converted into apartments. Her 

obituary (March 6, 1925) tells us that"Mrs. Henderson was for 35 years a member of the Methodist Episcopal 

church of this city, giving up her membership to devote all her time to rescue and Pentecostal work. .. Her last 

enterprise was the donation of a site for and assistance in the building of the building used as a Pentecostal 

mission on Puget street:' 

Hubert Secrist recalled, "She was quite a devoted Christian, and when they decided that they wanted to 

build a church and move from the rented building downtown, she had a number of pieces of property and she 

gave one of them for a church building there on the corner of Puget and Bigelow Ave:• 

121 



WORKINGMAN'S HILL-A HISTORY OF AN OLYMPIA NEIGHBORHOOD 

During the late teens, Rev. Secrist and his congregation built the Puget Street Assembly of God on the 

southeast corner of Puget and Bigelow. The property deed, recorded December 10, 1919, states:"It is mutually 

agreed that the property herein conveyed, is so conveyed for church purposes, bible school or missionary work 

and as such may by the consent of said trustees, be improved, cultivated or exchanged, or sold provided that all 

rents and profits, incomes or sale or part sale of sale property shall only be used by said trustees for the above 

specified uses:· 

Catharine Bracy remembered," ... the one that's up on Puget Street I remember, on the right-hand side going 

up ... they made noise when they prayed. You could hear them:' Assemblies of God historian Edith Blumhofer 

writes, " ... adherents would recall the twenties and thirties as the 'good old days' when emotion-laden testimonies 

and unchecked shouts of praise contributed to ecstatic services and sustained fervor" (Blumhofer, p. 170). 

Hubert Secrist and Lois Prater described a church service: "There was quite a bit of singing, and there would be 

times when people would become exuberant and maybe shout or something ... and clap their hands with the 

singing:' 

As early as 1908, traveling evangelists came through Olympia and noted"prejudice existing against 

'Tongues of fire' people:'The Church of God congregation began in Tumwater in 1912 under pastor B. A. 

Elliott. By 1922, the need was evident for a more suitable building. The Church of God incorporated in August 

1922. The five trustees were B. A. Elliott, Bud Ackley, J. W. McAllister, Mrs. Eva Wray, and Mrs. Jesse Tabor. 

The pastor, Guy De Vries, also signed the Articles of Incorporation. In April 1923, the Church of God pur

chased property from the estate of Mary Hurley, an early resident of the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood. 

The Hurley house, built ca. 1911, still stands at 1204 East Fourth. Brother Guy De Vries, writing in 1923, 

reported that"We bought a corner lot on Fourth Street which is also the Pacific Highway. This involved us to 

/ 

/',/ / ,,. __ 
/ 

/ 

"'- /. / , ' 

T/Je Clmrch of God stood 011 the northwest corner ofE11st Fottrth 1111d Tttllis for 11/111ost 50 ye11rs. This photograp/J is jro1111961, (W11shi11gto11 St11te 
Historical Society, T11co111a. State Capit11/ Musetti/I Collectio11. Photo by The Oly111pia11) 
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the extent of $675 ... The cement had been poured and the superstructure was begun on May 10, and the build

ing, though not quite complete, was ready for the dedication on June 3rd:' The Church of God was built at 1228 

East Fourth Ave., on the northwest corner of Tullis St. 

The "News of the Churches" column of the Morning Olympian, Sunday, June 24, 1923: 

Church of God Chapel - Corner 4th and Tullis. Sunday School at 10 o'clock. Near East Relief. 

Will speak at 11:00. Young Peoples Meeting at 7 p. m. and regular evening preaching service at 

7:45 . Mid-week prayer meeting Wednesday evening at 7:45. A welcome is given to all to attend 

these services. A special invitation is extended to all the children and young people and also 

every other age who are not in Sunday School, to attend our Sunday School. The new chapel 

corner 4th and Tullis. Guy De Vries, pastor; residence 1017 E. Sixth. 

In 1923, the Puget Street Assembly began to hold meetings jointly with the Church of God. In the 

Morning Olympian, Sunday, November 23, 1924, we find: 

Assembly of God - Services for the week as follows ... Union meeting at the Four Square church 

Wednesday evening and Friday evening at the Assembly of God church, corner Puget and 

Bigelow avenue. - Pastor J. S. Secrist. 

Aimee Semple McPherson was a charismatic"old-fashioned gospel" evangelist based in Los Angeles. She 

was affiliated with the Assemblies of God in 1919-1922. She first preached her Foursquare Gospel doctrine in a 

1922 sermon. In 1924, she broadcast her sermons by radio, and by 1926, her followers numbered in the scores of 

thousands. 

Olympia's Church of God grew under the ministry of Guy De Vries, but his embrace of McPhersonism 

destroyed the unity of the congregation. "By late 1923 or early 1924, several congregations of the Church of God 

were threatened by the spread of McPhersonism and the Four Square Gospel:' De Vries took all but nine of the 

members and the Church of God building with him into the Foursquare Church. At the 1924 Northwest 

Ministerial Assembly [ of the Church of God], Guy De Vries of Olympia was rejected and no longer recognized 

as a minister of the Church of God (D. D. Johnson, p. 294). 

The"News of the Churches" column of the Morning Olympian, Sunday, November 23, 1924: 

Four Square Gospel Chapel, Fourth and Tullis, H. A. and Clara Brooks in charge. 

We expect to see you each in your place at the Sunday School, 9:45 a. m., with a friend beside 

you. 
You will enjoy the illustrated sermon at 11 a. m. by Clara M. Brooks, "Cross-examination:• 

The Young Folks will hold song service for the people at the County farm at 2:30 p. m. At 6:45 

they will all give parts of Stephen's apology demonstrating the anger of the mob and the faith

fulness of Stephen. (Acts 7.) Come early - You will enjoy this. 
"Elisha's Double Portion:• 

Clara M. and Hiram Brooks were widely traveled Pentecostal evangelists who spent a few years in Olym

pia. Mrs. Brooks was a songwriter. Some of her hymns appear in the 1971 Hymnal of the Church of God:"By Faith 
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and Not By Sight;"'Our Glad Thanksgiving;"'What a Mighty God We Serve!;' and "Draw Me Close To Thee:' 

Rebecca Christie: In one of the church announcements, it said that ... I 

think it was when Mrs. Brooks was there ... that she was taking the 

choir, or the youth group, over to sing at the County Poor Farm, 

which was out on Boulevard ... was there a lot of that sort of outreach 

to the community? Did groups go out ... ? 

Lois Prater: Yes. It was in the young people's ... we get down there. I 

was just about 13, but I sang in the choir, and yes, they used to have 

that Poor Farm out there. I remember going out there and singing 

for them. I used to feel so sorry ... they didn't have any soft chairs. 

They just had hard chairs for the people to sit on, there wasn't .. .it 

was no comfort, nothing for these old people. It was just really 

pathetic ... 

Eva11gelist Clnra M . Brooks spent several 
years i11 Olympia in tlJe 1920s. (Courtesy 
of the Archives of the Ch11rcli of God) 

Rebecca Christie: .. .Did the church go out to other kinds of groups, do 

you remember? Was there a lot of outreach, and what form did that 

outreach taker 
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Lois Prater: Well, we used to go and have street meetings in town. 

Rebecca Christie: Can you describe that? 

Lois Prater: Do you remember? 

Hubert Secrist: That was very early. We didn't have street meetings after we moved up on Puget 

St., or after we joined with the ... 

Lois Prater: But, when we moved down ... when I was in the choir, we used to go down and sing 

on the street. 

Rebecca Christie: Did you get a lot of people attending your church as a result of those, or ... ? 

Lois Prater: Well, I don't know how many came, but I can remember going down and singing in 

Sylvester Park, as young people. 

Rebecca Christie: So that was the youth group? 

Lois Prater: Yes, just youth. 

Rebecca Christie: And about how many people were involved in that? 
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Lois Prater: Oh, there was 15, 20 anyway. 

Rebecca Christie: What can you tell me about Clara or Hiram Brooks? 

Hubert Secrist: She was the speaker in the family. Her husband just, you might say, played second 

fiddle to her. She was quite a talented speaker, and personality that ... it was very good. And the 

church grew under that leadership. And then, they left and got somebody else in there that 

brought in another type of doctrine, and split the church. 

Rebecca Christie: I know that for a brief time, the church on Fourth Ave. considered itself to be a 

Foursquare Gospel Church. 

Lois Prater: Yes. 

Hubert Secrist: They just assumed the name. I don't think they had any connection at all with the 

Foursquare. 

Rebecca Christie: Why would they have assumed the name? Any idea? 

Hubert Secrist: Just looked good to them. 

Rebecca Christie: But you don't think they ever really changed their doctrine? 

Hubert Secrist: No, they didn't have any connection with the Foursquare. 

"News of the Churches" listings in the Morning Olympian illustrate the confusion in church identities: in 

1924, the church at Fourth and Tullis was called the Church of God, the Four Square Gospel Church, the Four 

Square Gospel Chapel, and the Four Square Gospel (Interdenominational). 1926 listings refer to the church the 

Olympia Gospel Chapel (Interdenominational). In 1927, Reverend Jacob Secrist is listed as the pastor of the 

Olympia Gospel Chapel at 1228 Fourth. In the Evergreen Christian Center's 1977 Church History, it says that 

"pastors who served the (Puget Street Assembly) congregation in addition to Reverend Secrist include: Reverend 

De Vries, Mrs. Clara Brooks .. :' 

Rebecca Christie: What was the relationship between those churches? 

Hubert Secrist: The common denominator was that Church of God - I believe they went under 

that name - they had received the Baptism and the Holy Spirit, and that created a fellowship 

between the two. Eventually, they closed the church on Puget St. and joined with them. 

Rebecca Christie: Was that when they were building the new church at the other site, or why did 

they close the Puget St. church? ... because they were so similar? 
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Lois Prater: They united. 

Rebecca Christie: Oh. And do you know about when that was? In the mid-1920s sometime, or ... ? 

Lois Prater: I was just about a teenager, I think I was 12 or 13 at that time. I was born in 1912 ... 

Father was getting pretty old at the time, and it's funny for us to talk, because we're both older 

than he was, but they united and he was active in the church too, there, both, but as time went 

on, he kind-of relinquished .. .! don't know how long a time that was, do you, Hubert? 

Hubert Secrist: No, I don't recall. 

Lois Prater: But he finally just kind of turned over things to the other pastor. 

In 1926, the Assembly of God sold the property at Puget and Bigelow to the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church. The Assembly of God church incorporated in 1928. The trustees were A. T. LaFurgey, T. L. Zumwalt, 

Reverend Jacob Secrist, ca. 1911. 

Charles Smith, T. A. Beals, and T. W. Stuman. In about 1928, the Church of 

God, under Pastor Belle M. Watson, reclaimed the East Fourth Ave. build

ing. During 1929, a new Assembly of God Church was constructed at 821 

Olympia Ave. (at Pear). The new building was dedicated in 1930. 

During the mid-1920s, tent revival meetings were common. For 

example, on August 26, 1926, there were"Union services afternoon and 

evening at the Tent, corner of Eastside and Fourth Ave:' Hubert Secrist 

recalls this as being on the southwest corner of the intersection ( currently 

Fourth Dimension Computers). 

Rev. Jacob Secrist passed away in November 1941; he spent 47 years in 

the ministry without pay. He also had published four books dealing with the 

Bible. His funeral was held in the Church of the Brethren (Dunkard 

Church). 

(Courtesy of Httbert Secrist) In 1959 or 1960, the Church of God moved to temporary quarters at 

6910 Capitol Blvd. while they constructed a new building on Lacey Blvd. The 

new Olympia-Lacey Church of God was occupied in 1962. The old church was used by the Pentecostal Church 

of God until they sold it to Federated Publications, I~c. (The Olympian) in 1969. The building was demolished 

in the early 1970s. 

OLYMPIA SEVENTH~DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 

The Olympia Seventh-day Adventist Church first organized in 1892 and met in members' homes. From 

1902 to 1907, the church met in the Baptist Church at Fourth and Adams. The first regular pastor, Elder C. A. 
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Wyman, arrived in 1916. From 1916 to 1922, the church met in the old Congregational Church at Tenth and 

Capital Way. In 1922, they moved to the Odd Fellows Hall over the drugstore at Fifth and Capital Way. Elder J. 
M. Cole, pastor, complained that the hall smelled too much like stale tobacco smoke. 

+-w.-n-11.-n-••-••-•i.-••-111•-11•-••-11•-••-••-••-----••-n-••-••-••-•a-•+ 

i @apitol @it~ (([qurr~ f 
I I i OLYMPIA, WASIDNGTON I 
i i 
i DJEDICCA TION i 
i i 
j MAY 3, 1941 - - - - 3:00P. M. f 
' I I Invocation ..... ..... ... ........ .......... ....... .. Elder E. L. Neff, President N. P. U. C. ! 
j Hymn No. 619, Christ in Song ........ "The Church Has One Foundation" I 
I : I Prayer ....................... .. ..... ........................... ............. .. Elder E. M. Oberg, Pastor I 
j Offertory .... .......... Vibra-Celeste Solo, Mrs. Austin Butier, Elma, Wash. j 
:
1 

S010 ...... ............. ..................................... .. ... ... "Open the Gates of the Temple" j 
. Austin Butler, Elma, Wash . , 
j Sermon ....... .......................... .. .... ............ .... ............ .. ................ ..... Elder E. L. Neff i 
j Church History ....... .. ......... ............................ .. .................. Elder W. H. Bradley i 
j Dedicatory Prayer ...... ... ............ ... Elder C. A. Scriven, Pres. Wash. Conf. j 
j Closing Anthem .. .......................... ...... ........ Olympia s. D. A. Church Choir j 
! Benedlction ............................ ...... .. ............. ............ ..... .. ...... Elder C. A. Scriven J 
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In 1926, the church purchased 

the building at Puget and Bigelow 

that had served the Puget St. Assem

bly of God. In 1931 Elder Seltzer 

held evangelistic meetings, and 

membership increased to over one 

hundred. The small building became 

crowded, and the Seventh-day 

Adventists rented the Church of 

God building on East Fourth St. At 

this time, the building on Puget 

became the church school. As 

membership increased, the church 

rented larger quarters, including the 

Woman's Club. 

Seventh-day Adventist Clmrc1? dedicatio11, 1941. (Co10-tesy of Ed White) 
The need for a larger church 

was evident, and a decision was made to build a new church on the Puget St. property. Noted architect Joseph 

The Seventh-day Adventist CIJ11rcl, 011 the so11 tl,east corner of Puget a11d Bigelow, 1961 . (Wasl,i11gto11 State Historirnl Society, Taco111a. State Capital 
M11sw111 Co llectio11. Photo by The Oly111pia11) 
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Wohleb designed the church in 1937. The church was also known as Capitol City Church. 

The first Sabbath Meeting was held March 4, 1939. Hans Sjoboen installed the bell in the belltower. The 

new church building was dedicated on May 3, 1941. 

The building was used for worship and housed the church school. The church school moved to new 

quarters in fall 1954. 

In about 1965, the Seventh-day Adventist Church took over the old Bunce grocery on the corner of Puget 

and Pine as a community services building. 

In October 1972, plans were made to construct a new, larger church at Henderson and Eskridge Blvd. The 

ground was dedicated in 1974. In July 1975, the Puget church was sold for $69,500. The New Life Baptist 

Church, the first predominantly African-American church in Olympia, took over the building in 1979. The New 

Life Baptist Church sold the Seventh-day Adventist Church building to the Olympia Metro Church of the 

Assemblies of God in 1996. Olympia Metro Church moved into the building in November 1997. 

This gabled, wood-frame church building is on the Olympia Heritage Register. 

FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The Westminster Presbyterian Church has been known by several names: First United Presbyterian 

Church, Westminster United Presbyterian Church, and Westminster Presbyterian Church. The Olympia 

congregation was chartered in 1894. The first church, completed in 1895, stood at the corner of Jefferson and 

Fourth Streets. By the mid-1920s, the church had outgrown its home, and in 1927 bought the property on the 

northwest corner of Lybarger St. and East Fourth Ave. The new church cost $20,000 and was dedicated in 

October 1930; the builder was William M. Kennedy of Pullman. An article in the October 7, 1930 Daily 

Olympian describes the church: "The new church is of brick veneer and of modified Gothic design to harmonize 

with the residential section in which it is located. Community features include a ladies' parlor with kitchenette, 

community assembly hall with kitchen and dining features and a young people's meeting room:' The building 

also contained a three-panel medallion chancel window. 

The congregation was small in number through the 1930s and early 1940s. One pastor lived in the base

ment of the church. In 1943, a new pastor, Rev. Gordon E.Jackson, revitalized the church. The church engaged 

in "Visitation Evangelism;' in which church members went out, two by two, to visit homes in the community. 

This resulted in dramatic growth. In 1944, the name changed to Westminster United Presbyterian Church. 

During the 1940s, many fellowship groups and women's circles formed. In 1946, chin.1es were installed which 

could be heard for a distance of three miles, and a Hammond Electric Organ was installed. 

The home at 1516 East Fourth Ave. ( the J. L. Peters house) was purchased from Mrs. Maude Cowan in 

1947 for $1,000 and served as the manse for many years. The church itself was enlarged in 1948, increasing the 

seating capacity from 150 to 350 people, doubling the social hall, and adding eleven classrooms. The architect for 

the $48,000 expansion was Donald W. Edmundson of Portland. 
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The U11ited Presbyteria11 Clmrch, 105 N. Lybarger, April 1952. (Tlie S11rn11 Parish Collectio11 . Photo by Merle]1111k) 

In the summer of 1955, ten additional classrooms were built to accomodate growth in the Sunday School. 

By 1956, a parking lot was needed and built across East Fourth Ave. from the church. In 1979, additional 

parking was needed, and the church bought the corner lots on Central St. and East Fourth Ave. 

1958 saw the name change to Westminster United Presbyterian Church in the USA. In 1967, the 

Westminster Church supported the Olympia Child Care Center, the first non-profit, licensed day care center in 

Thurston County - it was housed in the church basement and nearby Fellowship House ( the former manse). In 
1973, a committee at Westminster played a crucial role in the founding of the Senior Center. 

In 1980, an Allen Digital Computer Organ was acquired. The chancel was remodeled to accomodate the 

organ. In 1983, reorganization again caused a name change, this time to Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

In 1985, the congregation agreed to build a new church at 1925 Boulevard Rd. SE. The East Fourth Ave. 

church was sold to the Salvation Army in 1988. The last Presbyterian worship service at the old church was held 

in February 1989. 

As of 2000, the Salvation Army plans to construct a new building and sell or demolish the Presbyterian 

Church at Fourth and Lybarger. 
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CALVARY CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 

The Calvary Christian Assembly at 1775 Yew Ave. NE (southwest corner of Fir) is an independent 

Pentecostal church, affiliated with the Fellowship of Christian Assemblies. The church purchased the Yew St. 

property - about 3.4 acres - in February 1966. Misses Marion and Nell Haycox deeded the property to Calvary 

Pentecostal Church for"Ten dollars and other valuable considerations:' 

The church previously met downtown at Olympia and Washington, in a building referred to as the 'little 

brown church.' The earliest record of a church at this site is in 1939 - the Gospel Mission at 202 Olympia Ave. 

E.; Charles E. Smith, pastor. In 1941, the Polk city directory lists Calvary Tabernacle at 202 Olympia Ave. The 

pastor was Mathilda Paulsen. From 1946 to 1966, the address is listed as 122 Olympia. On the 1966 deed, the 

church address is given as 1853 Bigelow Ave. Pastor Bruce Hughes served as the congregation's pastor for 21 

years, beginning in about 1951. 

By 1969, the church was meeting at 1775 Yew. Rev. Hughes was pastor during the transition. The assistant 

pastor, Dave Rice, was instrumental in the construction of the new building and gymnasium. The church 

building was built with volunteer labor by its members, with help from contractor Gerald Bailey of Gerald 

Bailey Construction. 

The church has had several name changes, from Gospel Mission to Calvary Tabernacle to Calvary Chapel 

(about 1986-1990) to Calvary Christian Assembly. Recent property tax records list Calvary Pentecostal Church, 

Inc. as owner. By 1992, the church was using its current name. 

The Assembly maintains a large field - known to residents as Haycox's field until mid-century - as open 

space, and many neighborhood residents use the area to exercise their dogs. Bill Dean recalled that the church 

once offered a portion of the acreage to the city for a park, but the city declined, citing the proximity of Bigelow 

Park. 

JEWISH SERVICES 

Jewish religious services were often held in the home of Jacob and Mollie Bean at 1127 Puget St. prior to 

the construction of Temple Beth Hatfiloh at Eighth and Jefferson in 1939. 
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The Bigelow Highlands was almost the site of a Methodist college - in 1858, the Puget Sound Wesleyan 

Institute, a Methodist school, incorporated. Daniel R. Bigelow was president of the board of trustees; Calvin H. 

Hale and others served on the executive committee. Bigelow donated 10 acres of land ( west of present-day 

Bigelow Park) to the Trustees of the Puget Sound Wesleyan Institute upon the condition "that the said Trustees 

cause to be erected upon the said land within five years from date a building suitable for a first class academy or 

Institute and provided the said Institute shall actually be kept upon the said land at the expiration of the said 

time. Otherwise this gift shall be void and of no effect" (Thurston County Deeds, v. 2, p. 486). The Institute was 

never built on this site, later known as Bigelow's "College Lot" and platted as the College Heights Addition in 

1890. The alley Hale Place (between Bigelow and Yew, Puget and Tullis) was named College St. until 1981. 

While no school buildings were located within the Bigelow Highlands neighborhood boundaries, schools 

in downtown, east, and north Olympia served the educational needs of the neighborhood's children. The 

Olympia School District was created in 1861. In addition to public ( district) schools, Olympia had select 

schools and private schools. 

Olympia's first school was built in the 1852. It was a log building located at the northwest corner of Sixth 

(Legion) and Franklin; the studding and rafters were poles. The roof collapsed under a heavy snowfall, and in 

1855, a new two-story frame school house was built on the same site by J. M. Swan. The building was used as a 

school until 1874, after which it was used as a court house for 18 years. 

The Central School (District 1), built in the 1870s to replace the original schoolhouse, was at the northeast 

corner of Union and Washington. By 1871, there were two district schools: Olympia was District 1 and 

Swantown was District 2. In the fall of 1873, Mr. Boynton was the principal of the Swantown school. The 

District 2 school was also known as the East Side School, located on the north side of Fifth between Eastside 

and Quince (Swan's Addition, block 50, lots 7 and 8). 

"The new school-house in Swantown has advanced so far that carpenters are raising the frame '. 

An entire brick wall encloses the basement, which will contain the fixtures for heating the 

house, and fuel. The foundation is fifty-six feet long, by thirty-two feet wide, with a wing sixteen 

by twenty-eight feet. It will contain two recitation rooms, and another wing sixteen by twenty

four feet two halls and two stair-cases. The main building will be divided into two rooms, 

thirty-one by twenty-seven feet each, with sliding doors between, so that the two rooms may be 

thrown into one. The upper, or second story will be divided the same as first floor, having a 

library room over the lower hall. The house will seat about 350 pupils. W. E. Boone is the 

architect, and A. E. Rabbeson the builder" (Washington Standard.July 4, 1874). 

In an undated, typewritten compilation called Histo1y of Olympia Schools, the following excerpts refer to the 

old East Side School: 

"Boynton- original Boynton school. Second from corner Quince and Fifth. Part torn off when moved. 

Where he taught:' 
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"Divided District School. Boynton in charge next Rambergs and [Freeman] Brown in charge on Fifth 

and Fr:' 

"Mr. G. F. Boynton (from Indian Reservation) is refitting the old school house for use of District 

number two. Repairs- more centrally located than Union Academy. New benches and desks. Being on fourth 

[sic] Street gives it prestige:' The 1888 Polk city directory entry says "East Side School 5th 3rd e of Quince:' 

In 1874, the Swantown District had 94 scholars and the Olympia District had 245 scholars (Washington 

Standard, November 21, 1874). 

In 1886, "A proposition was advanced to change the boundaries of the school district on the northeast but 

was refused by the county superintendent. Mr. D. R. Bigelow, one of the interested parties, appealed from the 

superintendent's action but the county commissioners sustained the action of the superintendent" (Rathbun, 

p. 84). 

In 1891, the School Board sold the East Side School, which had served the community from ca. 1871 to 

1891; it was replaced by the Washington School, which was completed in March 1891. The Washington School 

was on Quince between Fifth and Sixth (Legion), where the National Guard Armory stands today. By 1919, 

"there was already talk of a brand new proposal to replace the old brick Lincoln and Washington schools, which 

were being propped up with timbers to prevent their complete collapse" (Newell, p. 303). 

The neighborhood residents interviewed attended the original Washington School (known as the old 

Washington School), the second Washington School (known as Washington Junior High), Roosevelt School, 

St. Michael's, the Seventh-day Adventist Church school, and Olympia High School. The second Washington 

School, now the Olympia School District's administration building at 1113 Legion Way SE, was built in 1924. 

A 1938 addition provided junior high school space. 

Graduates of the Olympia High School classes of 1926 and 1928 recalled that after the old Washington 

School was condemned, students attended the "new" Lincoln School in the south end until they entered high 

school. Residents born in 1916 attended Roosevelt for 8 years. Those born in 1927 spent 6 years at Roosevelt, 3 

years at Washington Junior High ( the second Washington School), and 3 years at Olympia High School. 

In 1907, the first William Winlock Miller high school was occupied; it was destroyed by fire in 1918. A 

second W.W. Miller High School was built. The high school was on Capitol Way, just south of the Thurston 

County Courthouse, where the Washington State Archives building is today. 

ROOSEVELT SCHOOL 

The growing population in northeast Olympia led to the building of the one-room Roosevelt School in 

1891. "In January, 1891, a petition for the establishment of a school north of the Hale Addition was received. It 

was referred to the superintendent, who reported to the Board that not enough students lived in the area to 

justify building a school. A later head count, however, revealed more families in the area and in July the Board 
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adver~ised for proposals to sell to the District a site for a school. Bids were opened in July, 1891, and the Board 

bougl\t block 14, Sebrees Addition, twelve lots for $2,400 (now the Roosevelt area)" (Knox, p. 20). 

In 1907, bicycle sheds were built at Roosevelt. By 1908, north Olympia residents wanted a new two-room 

school in their area. The aging one-room school, they said, had become too crowded. The Directors visited the 

school and later reacted favorably to the patrons' request. They purchased lots 13 to 24 of block 14, Sebrees 

Addition, from William H. Cook, Charles Bolton, Bertha Engley and Dornan Brothers. P. C. and C. B. Canning 

cleared the lots for $199.00. The contract for construction of the new school was awarded to N. E. Yelverton for 

$2,944.00. Fred Stocking and Fred Schomber, with Yelverton, and City Engineer Millard Lemon (former school 

board member) "engaged a hack and all parties proceeded to Sebrees Addition where Lemon laid out the new 

school location and grade levels which he furnished to the contractor." Howard Gray supervised construction for 

a fee of 2 percent of the contract. The new school was christened Roosevelt in 1908. It was insured for $2,000. 

Twenty-five cords of wood were ordered to heat it and William Cook was named janitor. A new woodhouse and 

two closets were built by Yelverton, who also dug a well. The outhouses cost $355.60. Sidewalks cost $176.60 

and grading by J.C. White was $75.00 (Knox, p. 35, 38). 

Roosevelt School, rn. 1908. (Co10"tesy of Ellen Li11dsny) 

Roosevelt School was no sooner completed before it became overcrowded, and a two-room addition was 

built by Gerhard Faber for $3,338.00. Howard Gray was employed as supervisory architect. Victor E. Meyer 

received $285.00 for heating installation. The addition was ready by September 1909 (Knox, p. 40). 
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In 1909-1910, H.J. Thorpe was Roosevelt's principal. Bessie Pickman and Charlotte Williams were 

instructors. They taught six grades. In 1911-1912, students played in and around stumps. In 1912, the Roosevelt 

Parent and Teachers Club requested electric lights at Roosevelt. Mrs. C. J. VanEaton claimed that the lights were 

necessary so that meetings might be held in the school house after dark without danger from oil lights. Roosevelt 

School also got new outside toilets (Knox, p. 41, 44). 

In 1918, the Roosevelt PTA petitioned the Board for a gas or electric range for lunch purposes. They 

requested and received additional electric light drops and two hot plates (Knox, p. SO). In February 1920, the 

Board asked voters to approve a bond issue that included $20,000 for an addition to Roosevelt School. Architect 

Joseph Wohleb worked on the architectural plans for the Roosevelt annex. J. A. Pettifer was the general contrac

tor for the building, which initially cost $29,559.00. The building was accepted in 1923 (Knox, p. 53). 

Le Roy Hoage attended Roosevelt School for 8 years in the 1920s."The wooden building was there, and 

the stucco building that had the seventh and eighth grade in it, it was just two rooms there, and there was a girls' 

gym and a boys' gym underneath that [in] a basement. And that was brand new when I started school there ... It 

was one building. Just one building. The stucco building was one building, and it had ... you come down the steps, 

and you went one way to the boys' basement or outside, and the other way to the girls' basement. And then the 

main room upstairs had .. .it was quite an innovation for those days, I guess ... because they had big, sliding doors 

in the middle ... " 

First grade class portrait, Roosevelt School, 1933. (Courtesy of Ellen Lindsay) 
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Mr. Hoage also mentioned that there were "a lot of kids in Roosevelt School that were 21, 22 years old and 

still in the eighth grade ... They hadn't passed, well...they worked at home. There was a bunch of farms out in 

here [to the north of Pine Ave.]. And some of those kids didn't come to school until it got too wet in the fall, and 

then they left in February or March to start plowing .. :• 

Franz Schlottmann graduated from the eighth grade at Roosevelt School in the early 1930s:"They had one 

unit that was off ... I don't remember ... on the corner of the property that was a stucco, kind of, a modern building, 

with a basement. But the old school was the old wooden building that I went to:• 

Ellen Lindsay remembered, "There was a big lot across the street from Roosevelt School, where, well, today 

it would probably have been nothing. It was all brush, and it had little pits in it and they'd get full of water in the 

winter time, and they would be the ocean to us:• Several residents recalled walking to school past - and some

times climbing - enormous Chestnut trees on Garrison. Ms. Lindsay said, "Yes, they were in the corner where 

Mr. Cheadle lived [ northwest corner of Pine and Garrison], and he had a parrot. He used to sit out on the front 

porch with his parrot, and he had a horse chestnut, and we used to peel them off and eat 'em raw, it's a wonder 

we didn't die from it .. :' 

Buzz Lyne attended Roosevelt school in the late thirties. "I went to Roosevelt grade school which was just 

an old wooden building then. They had six grades. And that's gone now. And then, from there they built the 

junior high down on Legion Way. And I went there my seventh, eighth, and ninth:' 

A 1945 educational facilities survey report recommended that a new Roosevelt School, able to house 400 

students, should be built (Knox, p. 79). Roosevelt was the first of the elementary schools to be replaced. The 

Board bought 24 lots in block 17, Sebrees Addition, on which to build the new Roosevelt School. Houses were 

sold and moved from the site. The city vacated Bethel St. between Leavenworth and San Francisco (Knox, p. 80). 

In 1946, building plans were approved. In 1947, state matching funds were found to be insufficient to build both 

new Roosevelt and new McKinley Schools. The Board and parents were divided on how to best use limited 

funds. A lawsuit was-brought against the Board to prevent them from entering into a contract to spend more 

than $400,000.00 on a new Roosevelt School. Finally, contracts for erection of 13 classrooms and office space at 

Roosevelt were awarded. Al G. Homann (later the first mayor of Lacey) was the general contractor. The new 

Roosevelt School celebrated with an open house on September 16, 1949. 

Between 1948 and 1949, Roosevelt School's attendance jumped 47 percent, from 269 to 395 students 

(Knox, p. 88) . Albert Newman, Bigelow Highlands resident, was elected President of the School Board in 1951. 

In 1951, a four-room addition with playshed was approved for Roosevelt."In the Roosevelt and McKinley areas, 

developers were building block after block of new homes. The two schools were already using their libraries as 

classrooms. Students were in all the new classrooms at Garfield and Roosevelt in September, 1952" (Knox, p. 

93). Enrollment at Roosevelt was 655 in September 1965 (Knox, p. 153). 

The Bigelow Highlands neighborhood was home to a number of teachers, including Florence Haycox, 

Marion Haycox, Ethel Ayers, Claude Whitley, Elizabeth Matheson, Lela Bigelow, Rudolph Sanderson, Edna 

Frazier, and Ray Burke. 
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PARKS 

OLYMPIC p ARK ( WITHIN OLYMPIC COURT) 

Olympic Court is a one-block subdivision bounded by State and Thurston, and Bethel and Central. When 

the subdivision was platted in 1925, the lots were laid out in a configuration that left an oval area in the center as 

a small park - named Olympic Park - for public use. The .56 acre parcel measures approximately 300' in length 

and 81' in width. 

The dedication written on the plat dated January 21, 1925, reads: "Know all men by these presents [sic] that 

we, the undersigned, Edith M. Woodruff and S. C. Woodruf£ her husband, both of Olympia, Washington, 

owners in fee simple of the land hereby platted, hereby declare this plat and dedicate to the use of the public 

forever, all streets, avenues, drives, park and sewer easements or whatever public property there is shown on plat 

and the use thereof for any and all public purposes not inconsistent with the use thereof for public highway and 

park purposes :.," 

~ 1-~---, 
-:=J _:j\... l 

T/Je Faber house, 011 t/Je southeast comer of 0ly111pic Park. T/Je view is looking to the west-northwest and s/Jows the open space in t/Je center of tf-Je plat 
befo,-e t/Je area was developed. (Courtesy of Mary Jane Robbi11s) 

Samuel C. Woodruff was a prominent Olympia real estate developer. A nephew of pioneer Nathaniel 

Crosby, Woodruff came to the Tumwater/Olympia area ca. 1865 and married Edith Burntrager in 1883. Sam 

Woodruff platted the Woodruff Addition on the west side in 1889. He donated Woodruff Park to the city. 
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PARKS 

Today, the "park" land once envisioned to be circled by Olympic Dr. - the alley that now bisects Olympic 

Court - is unmaintained. Tax records show that the tract known as Olympic Park has belonged to the City of 

Olympia since 1925, when the plat was recorded. Staff of the Dept. of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 

do not believe that the city is under an obligation to maintain or restore the area as a park. 

At one time there was some play equipment in the "park:' Parks Services Manager Terry Meyer said, "I just 

remember when you used to drive through there, and there used to be a merry-go-round, I think, I don't remem

ber exactly what it was, but some play equipment. It was all neighborhood generated, it was not the city's, and I 

believe someone donated that to the city which is why they call that a park. But the city never put any play

ground equipment in there that I'm aware of at all, and that's the last 33 years:' 

Pat Rickert lived on N. Central St. near Olympic Park both as a child and later as a parent."Yes, it was a 

park ... It was just an open space where you went and played. And I never, ever remember a swing being there, or 

anything. I don't remember Olympia Ave. going through, it was kind of like a cowpath:' She believed that it had 

a sign saying'Olympic Parle' at one time, as well as a sign" ... that said SLOW - CHILDREN AT PLAY or 

something. A lot of children played back there. I remember going there as a child, but I remember my own 

children going down there. I'm sure there was a sign down there at one time .. :' 

BIGELOW p ARK 

Bigelow Park became a city park in 1943. The land became city property by foreclosure of Local Improve

ment District liens upon the property. The owners, R. S. Anderson and George H. Libby of Tacoma, failed to 

pay the assessments from LIDs 359 and 445, passed in 1924 and 1927, respectively, to grade, improve, and install 

watermains on Bigelow Ave. between Puget and Central. In September 1931, the property was foreclosed as part 

of a county superior court judgement. In January 1932, the Olympia City Treasurer deeded the property to the 

City of Olympia as part of a multi-parcel Local Improvement Assessment Deed. 

On August 24, 194 3, the City of Olympia, owner of the property in trust for Local Improvement District 

Fund, sold the land for Bigelow Park to the City's Department of Parks for $2,241.84. Bigelow Park is listed as 

one of six city parks in the 1943 Polk city directory's statistical summary. 

Bob Chenier lived at 1263 Bigelow until he graduated from high school in 1945. When asked about 

Bigelow Park, he said, "That was a square block of woods. It was not a park. And that was our playground, and 

was that a fun place for kids. It had paths going through it. We went in, we made tree huts in the big firs, and 

picked wild blackberries as well as red huckleberries in that woods. Lots of them. There were wild hazelnuts in 

there. We got those, gathered them, and mother used to say, 'It's time to get those before the squirrels and 

chipmunks do.' So, this was fun, and that became an island for us little boys and girls, or maybe it was just a big 

forest, as it was, we played cops and robbers in there, and we weren't far from home:' 

Ed White played in the park in the 1940s. He recalled a ballpark in the northeast corner; the kids used a 

tree for second base. There were also swings. He described the park as heavily treed, but thinned out enough so 

one could play. 

139 



WORKINGMAN'S HILL - A HISTORY OF AN OLYMPIA NEIGHBORHOOD 

In 1967, Bigelow Park was described as "unimproved" - the play area was dirt, not turf, and there were many 

trees and stumps. There was old but useable city-maintained play equipment, litter cans, and a small baseball 

diamond. 

According to a 1967 letter from Donald W. Clark, Director of Parks and Recreation, to Carol Lockard of 

the Olympia Junior Women's Club, Bigelow Park was scheduled for a staged development beginning in 1968. 

"During 1968 it is planned to remove stumps in the area, bring the ground to grade and install at least one third 

of the sprinkling system. The following year would hopefully mark the completion of the water system:' The 

Olympia Junior Women's Club took on the development of Bigelow Park as a club project, and raised about 

$1500.00 in funds for materials to build the shelter-restroom facility. To raise funds, the club held events such as 

a"Join Our Park-In'' style show, spaghetti feeds, and rummage sales. 

In 1969, the rest rooms at the park were connected to the sanitary sewer. 

In the 1980s, Bigelow Park was improved with $30,000 in Community Development Block Grant funds 

from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. This "redevelopment" included the removal of 

68 trees and stumps, and the installation of park benches, picnic tables, trash receptacles, and playground 

apparatus. The Olympia Junior Woman's Club funded materials for the construction of a shelter and the 

purchase of playground equipment. On July 24, 1986, the neighborhood celebrated a formal Bigelow Park 

Dedication. 

In September 1996, local artists Karen Lohmann and Mark Osborne installed a basalt and andesite "stone 

amphitheater" on the west side of the park. Gold and aluminum leaf was applied to the basalt columns to reflect 

the sun and sunset. 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

FROM GYPSIES TO CHERRY TREES ~ COMMUNITY RECOLLECTIONS 

In the early twentieth century, Olympia's residential areas expanded away from the downtown core. The 

population of Olympia grew from 3,863 in 1900 to 6,996 in 1910, a gain of 81 percent. Much of this expansion 

was on the east-side hill. Interviewees' 

stories give us a sense of what the 

neighborhood used to be like. 

CHILDHOOD p ASTIMES, 

1900-1920 

Catharine Bracy, who lived on 

the corner of Third (State) and Puget 

from 1911 to 1923, described some of 

her childhood activities: "Well, I 

roamed those hills. We used to play 

baseball at night, or run-sheep-run, 

that was a good place to play run

sheep-run. [Neighborhood kids] 

congregated at our house ... we had a 

good place to play, and we had a lot of 

kids come. We had a big dining 

room, a big dining room table, and we 

might have eight or ten or twelve around the table playing'pig' or playing some kind of a card game. We congre

gated there, and my dad played the fiddle and we could have our own parties or dances, and we did. We had a lot 

of fun. And we had a piano, and so ... I had a party there when I graduated from high school, or just before. Had 

my friends up there, and dad played the fiddle ... There was always something for us to do, and there was places 

to play, so the kids congregated there:' 

Dora Affierbaugh remembered playing hop-scotch, kick-the-can, ball, and byckum. She described beckum: 

"Well, one would be It, in a corner, and he'd have to count 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10, and then he'd open his eyes, and 

when you got to 10, those that were going to go hide would have to stand still, and not move. If he'd see you 
move, you'd have to come back to base. And then you'd do that until they all got hid, and then yo~ had to go out 

and find them, and send them back ·co base ... When they were sent back to the base, then those were out if they 

could wave to the ones in at the base then they had the right to go back and hide again:' 

GYPSIES 

Six to eight wagon-loads of gypsies came once a year and camped across from the Forest Cemetery, near 

where Curtis Lumber is today. The Secrist farm was adjacent to the gypsies' camp. Hubert Secrist recalled, 

"Every year they would come with their horses and wagons, they would tell fortunes .. :' 
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His sister, Lois Prater, said, "They'd come and beg from us. They'd come over to our place and get water ... 

And when I was small, my younger sister and I would herd the cows out, watch them, when they go out to eat, 

and I remember being told, 'Don't let them get into the gypsies' camp, because they'll milk them' ... We were 

afraid of the gypsies:• 

Gypsies came into town up into the 1930s. Bob Chenier recalled gypsy wagons "on the foot of Puget St., 

and I guess it would be State, there was an empty lot there, and when I was a little kid I remember gypsies 

camping. And we were told, you stay out of there:• 

THE Ku KLux KLAN 

The Ku Klux Klan promoted itself as a one hundred percent all-American patriotic brotherhood. It 

reached the height of its influence in the United States in 1924. There were Klan activities in Olympia - in 1924, 

a"local chapter of the Ku Klux Klan had received its charter from national headquarters in Atlanta and ... the 

Olympia sheet-wearers made their presence known by constructing a 100 by 50 foot cross of old auto tires on 

the hillside above Deschutes waterway and setting it afire, while shooting off parachute bombs with American 

flags" (Newell, p. 318-319). 

East-side residents also witnessed outdoor Klan gatherings. On College Heights hill (in the vicinity of 

Quince and Yew), men robed in white gathered at night and lit bonfires. Two versions were heard: according to 

Eunice ( Guyot) Gillette, it was the Ku Klux Klan burning crosses. Julia (Eaton) Frank was told that the men 

were members of a extremist "the-end-is-near" religious group. As children, Julia and her brother Charles peeked 

at the robed men - 20 or 30 of them - as they congregated and lit fires on Nell Frost's property. Other 

interviewees said they heard adults saying that it was the Ku Klux Klan. Hubert Secrist commented, "Our 

parents would keep us away from something of that kind if they could:' 

WORLD WAR I 

Many Olympians who are now in their eighties and nineties have childhood recollections of World War I. 
Six hundred young men registered for the draft in Olympia on Registration Day,June 6, 1917 (Morning 

Olympian,June 6, 1917).Julia Frank remembers seeing ships being built across the bay from her home on East 

Bay Dr. And Eunice Gillette remembers being taken to dances for servicemen by her parents, somewhere in 

Tumwater, and watching the goings-on from a balcony. Central St. resident Russell Ayers was gassed during 

combat in France and died in a Veteran's Home in Spokane; the family was devastated by his untimely death. 

Rev. Lois Prater shared a delightful story:"We mentioned the first World War, I was so small because I was 

born in '12, and we didn't ... the United States got into it in '17 ... so I was 5 years old, and Verna was 3 years old, 

and we could hear the big cannons roaring in the daytime - they would practice and practice, you know, out at 

Fort Lewis, and we could hear. This sounds so strange, you know, but to me, my world was just here, and I'd hear 

my dad [Rev. Jacob Secrist] talk about Kaiser Bill, from the war, and I thought that's where they were fighting. 

And I can remember taking Verna down and crouching down, so afraid, wondering if they was going to come 

and get us. And this is really the way a child's mind works, you just put things together that you hear your 
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parents say, and I thought that Kaiser Bill lived on the other side of town, and they went out there and fought in 

the daytime and come home at night ... our world was so small! It was very real. And I can remember they were 

after my dad ... he was very frugal, you know, and was able to work for himself and make a good living and so on, 

and in the war, they wanted him to give money for the war effort. And I can remember him saying that he would 

not give money for the fighting, but he would give money for the Red Cross, if they'd promise it would go to the 

Red Cross, and I remember he gave $300.00 and that was lots of money in those days. He gave that money to 

the Red Cross with the promise that it wouldn't go for fighting material, but it would go to help:' 

THE DEPRESSION 

The stock market crash affected the citizens of the Bigelow Highlands. Mrs. Gunstone said that" ... when 

the Depression came it affected everybody. There wasn't a person on that street [Central] that wasn't terribly 

affected:' Pat Rickert recalled,"you know, everything was going just fine, and then when the Depression 

came ... people lost everything. We lost every dime we had that was in the bank .. :' While many remember lean 

times, none of the people interviewed said they ever went hungry. A few people - those whose fathers had steady 

employment - said that the Depression affected them very little. 

Paul Miller described the Depression years this way: "The Depression was tough. But you know, we always 

had plenty to eat. Lots of times her family [Helen Madden Miller], of course, lived on dog salmon and deer meat 

and pheasants, everybody did. If you could get a nickel for a shotgun shell... And of course we went to Puyallup 

every summer to earn school clothes. We'd all get on the old Model T Ford, put the mattress on top and live in a 

shack. We picked berries. All summer long. And then when we got older us boys we planted bulbs and things 

like that. In Puyallup ... that Depression was a bugger but like I say we always had plenty to eat. I never remember 

being hungry:' 

Bob Chenier recalled, "We were fortunate ... We kids learned to appreciate what we had. We never went 

hungry, we wore hand-me-down clothes a lot, we had to eat a lot of bread and potatoes sometimes, we had one 

piece of meat maybe, but we never went without:' Ellen Lindsay said, "I was never aware of the fact that we were 

in need of anything, no ... We always seemed to manage very nicely. I would admit that I didn't have probably a 

lot of clothes, which would have been nice. But I made up for that when I went to work:' 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY: Cows, CHICKENS, ORCHARDS & VEGETABLE GARDENS 

Small family farms were the norm through the teens. Family cows were replaced by milk wagons by the 

early 1920s (Newell, p. 319). Catharine (Hurley) Bracy recalled,"we brought our cow with us when we came [in 

1911], up in that neighborhood. There was a lovely barn right on Fourth St. in the middle of the block, up Puget 

to Tullis:' Mrs. Bracy recalled that they would take milk to some neighbors, the Burntragers, for their cat:" ... the 

reason I knew them is because we brought our cow and she stopped in one day ... they had a cat, they didn't have 

any kids ... but they had this big, old cat, a beautiful cat, and that was their kid. And so we delivered milk to her 

and that cat got that milk. She wanted good milk for her cat. And we got really well acquainted and they were 

really nice people:'The Hurley's cow ultimately"had twin calves and got milk fever and died. And the little calves 

died, too, so we lost them all at once. But you know, that was the nicest barn ... It was a two-story barn ... and it 
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had the cow barn where the cows or piggies lived was down below, and up above was a driveway, or whatever you 

want to call it, from the street, and then they could take their buggies right in and put it in the top part of the 
barn:· 

Li11dsay family i11 t/Je side yard of tlie first Li11dsay liouse 011 tlJe 11ortlJ side of Bigelow Ave. bet1vee11 Garriso11 a11d Cwtrnl, en. 1905. Top, left to rig/it: 
Elizabeth Ward Li11dsny, Ricliard Li11dsny, Ma111ie Ward Ellrig/Jt; botto111, left to right: Ray111011d Li11dsay, Ralpli Li11dsay. (Courtesy of El/w Li11dsay) 

Jacob and Gertrude Secrist came to Olympia in 1906, and had a 10-acre farm and orchard bounded by 

State, Fir, Glass, and Sawyer. Hubert Secrist said, "I think there was over a hundred trees in it. Apple trees ... our 

house was on the edge of the orchard:' They cultivated half an acre in potatoes, and half an acre in corn. The 

family kept three cows, lots of chickens, and raised two or three pigs every year. Lois (Secrist) Prater remem

bered, "He [ our father] cleared that ground and planted that orchard. One of the first things he did when he 

came to here, and when I was little, my sister younger than I, we weren't in school, and we would go with him 

blasting stumps, and it was so much fun because he would dig a hole and put the dynamite under, and he'd tell 

us to run and get behind this tree, and we'd ~arch these go up into the air ... He was clearing the land. That was 

other than the orchard. He had the orchard planted before I was born (in 1912]." In the teens and twenties, the 
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Secrists loaded up their car and went from house to house selling vegetables. They had a regular route through 

town, according to Rev. Prater: "Three times a week. They didn't have any way of keeping fresh vegetables in the 

store. People'd come out with their dishpans to the car and buy, and we had baskets that we would go to the 

doors, too. Oh, yes, people welcomed us because they were so glad to get fresh vegetables:' 

"I think most everybody who had a home had fruit trees;' said 94-year-old Catharine Bracy. Le Roy Hoage 

recalled, "Well, there was orchards all over this area, little ones. Three or four trees, and some pretty fair-sized 

ones. And usually they had apples, and pears, and cherries, all three:' Ellen Lindsay recalled pear, peach, walnut, 

apple, plum, and cherry trees scattered in people's yards. There was an orchard with Royal Ann cherries and a 

cornfield on the northeast corner of Bigelow and Garrison. Ms. Lindsay described her grandmother's vegetable 

garden: " ... grandma did vegetables. And she had the whole rest of the place all in everything you could possibly 

imagine. And she took great pride in her ability to can and take care of things, and she had a beautiful pantry 

shelves. You just go and look and at them and see all the vegetables standing up straight in their rows ... And they 

had smokehouses and they smoked their game, their fish and their ducks and whatever else they ... geoducks:' 

John Robinson said, "They were all home [orchards]. Apples, cherries, pears, prunes, plums. It's about all I 

remember and there were lots of them. And we used to do a lot of canning. And we always canned in ten or 

Bessie (Mrs. Ray111011d) Lindsay posing with sa/111011 i11 front of 1368 Bigelow Ave. i11 the 1940s. (Cou rtesy of Ellrn Lindsay) 
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fifteen gallon crocks, pickles, apple butter, applesauce. Anything that was surplus food that we couldn't use at all, 

such as apples, prunes, cherries:' 

Montmorency cherries were widely cultivated. Bob Chenier's father planted three apple trees, two cherry 

trees, two pear trees, a plum tree and a prune tree to the east of their house on Bigelow Ave. "And then mother 

canned them. And we had all that to eat. She canned cherries ... I think one time they made cider with the apples. 

And then we had a cellar, it was no basement in there, and they put fruit down there for the winter, you know, 

the old way. Apples, sometimes potatoes, and things:' Art Zabel recollected, "I know we had a big vegetable 

garden ... my mother canned lots of different things. Fruits and vegetables, because we had pears to can ... we did 
have a root cellar:' 

CREDIT AND BARTER 

Extending credit was commonplace during the Depression. According to Carol Yett, Carl's Service Station 

[1728 State] "was always busy and in those days, dad had all kinds of charge accounts for people. And he talked 

about when during the Depression and after the Depression ... people were poor, so he had a lot of the South Bay 

people that would come in and they couldn't pay their bills, so they'd bring him eggs or milk or chickens, in 

exchange for the bills that they couldn't afford to pay. But he had lots of people who charged groceries and gas. 
Lots of them:' 

The Gunstones had just taken over Central Drug [1428 East Fourth] when the stock market crashed. As a 

struggling young business and young family, Mrs. Gunstone recalled that"we got Mr. Gammell, was up on the 

top of the hill here, he had a business [East Side Trading Co.], and they extended us credit and then there was 

another man in the Market Basket down below that we had some credit extended to us then:' 

VAGRANTS 

During the Depression, tramps came through the neighborhood, mostly along the Pacific Highway but 

also less-traveled streets, such as Bigelow Ave. Residents were generally willing to share what food they had. 

John Robinson lived on the corner of Fourth and Puget. "I remember that we called them tramps, vagrants, 

people that didn't have jobs. And they would come by and they would look for work and all they wanted ;_,,,as 

food. So they might split up two cords of wood and stack it for you for a couple sandwiches and some leftover 

potato salad. We had this cooler [ on the back porch] and it was big. We kept bread in there, we kept milk in 

there, pies, cakes, whatever was leftover went in there. Well, these tramps would come by at night and they knew 

this cooler was there, and nobody was too concerned. They would come and get themselves a big slice of pie and 

some cake and maybe there'd be a couple sandwiches in there. Or maybe they'd make themselves a sandwich 

right on the back porch. That was okay, that was acceptable because they were okay, they just weren't steadily 

employed and you'd never see them again ... And I think they marked the houses ... they had their own way of 

indicating these people are okay and they won't give you any trouble, and they have darn good roast beef .. :' 

Tramps approached houses along Bigelow Ave., too. Bob Chenier, who grew up at 1263 Bigelow, recalled, 
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" ... Mother and dad were both very generous, and those were the days when tramps would come to the door and 

they were perfectly harmless, you know, and mother would take them in and feed them ... Now, I don't remember 

dozens of them, but I remember them. And sometimes they would offer to do something, but because mother 

had a woodstove and dad was working, she would say, "Well, you could chop some wood for me:' And then make 

them a nice breakfast or whatever, sandwiches or something. And you certainly never got the feeling that any of 

them were up to any mischief or harm. It never even occurred to us:' 

POLITICAL CLIMATE 

One might expect the majority of working-class citizens of the east side to be Democratic, yet a number of 

interviewees recalled that their fathers or grandfathers were opposed to the WPA, social security, and other 

government"handouts:' Pat Rickert said that"Grandpa Faber did not believe in that kind of stuff. He just felt 

you pick yourself up and take care of yourself. He had no patience with people who were lazy, you know, on the 

dole:' The Social Security Act of 1935 created a permanent old-age pension for retired workers. Mrs. Gunstone 

recalled that Dorothy Fuller wouldn't allow her husband"to take Social Security when that came up. She said 

that was charity:' In 1932, the defeat of Gov. Roland Hartley (R) by Clarence Martin (D) had a profound impact 

on area residents. A number of people lost their jobs in the switch from one administration to another. Mrs. 

Gunstone recollected that her husband was pressured by other businessmen to vote Republican in the 1932 

election. She recalled that at the polling place, 113 N. Fir, it was advisable to publicly declare one's party as 

Republican to keep harmony, even if one voted Democratic. 

RELIGIOUS & ETHNIC DIVERSITY 

Perceptions of the ethnic and religious diversity of the neighborhood were as varied as the people we 

interviewed. Because of the significant number of millworkers, many Olympians believe that the neighborhood 

had a disproportionate Scandinavian population. Almost everyone we interviewed felt that the neighborhood 

was heterogeneous; none noticed a majority of any ethnic group. No African-Americans, American Indians, 

Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, or Southeast Asians resided within the Bigelow Highlands boundaries until the last 

few decades of the twentieth century. 

John Robinson's father was one of the few non-Scandinavian shareholders in Olympia Veneer. When asked 

about his perception of the ethnic diversity of the area, Mr. Robinson said, "The first plywood mill in the world 

was in Finland, and the Scandinavians, and that included the Finns who are not Scandinavian. There was the 

Norwegians, and the Swedes, and they would all fight. And if you were a Finn, you were kind of at the bottom of 

the heap. Because they always considered the Finns 'Orientals.' Because they came from Lapland, the Finns 

originally did. And I remember that when my dad started in 1919, they had to come up with five hundred bucks 

to start a plywood mill. And I've got a list in there, and I believe there was 126 that come up with the five hun

dred bucks. Of the 126, probably 105 were Scandinavian. Mostly Finns, they were the hardest working. The 

Swede was a damn good worker. The Norwegian was the guy that run the shop, he was the boss man. 'Cause he 

normally was more intelligent. And why, I really don't know:' Mr. Robinson went on:" ... you had to know the 

Scandinavian people. They have so much pride, but I don't know if you call it pride or not, but if you build a 

house, for example, and you only have ten brick, I'm going to have eleven. And if you build it out of regular brick, 
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I'll have some imported brick..:' 

There were several Catholic families in the neighborhood, including the Hurleys, the Darcys, and the 

Fabers. Pat (Faber) Rickert recalled that her parents did business with other Catholics: "That was another thing 

that you found in those years, you were very loyal to the people that went to the Catholic Church ... I know my 

dad was, when he would buy his lumber, when he would buy furniture, he would always go to the people that we 

went to church with. But there were a lot, lot of Catholics in those days, from St. Michael's:• 

By the mid- to late 1930s, a couple of Jewish families lived on N. Central St. The Cohn and Hollander 

families operated Olympian Auto Parts, and were instrumental in the incorporation of Temple Beth Hatfiloh in 

1937. One interviewee told the following story:"When Hollanders moved in, my dad said,'That's it. One more 

Jewish family moves in, and we're moving out."' During World War II, a German Jewish refugee family lived at 

505 N. Central, and, according to Pat Rickert,"a lot of people didn't accept that family:• Other residents were not 

prejudiced. For example, the Gunstones hired a Jewish high school student, Alan Rotman, to work in Central 

Drug. 

. -~--~-.... 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

ROOSEVELT'S NEW DEAL~ WORK RELIEF PROGRAMS 

The New Deal legislation, implemented by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Congress, established 

federal government agencies whose aim was to stimulate economic recovery by giving work to the unemployed. 

In Olympia, at least four relief programs employed local residents: the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the 

Public Works Administration (PWA), the Civil Works Administration (CWA), and the Works Progress 

Administration (WPA). 

The Civilian Conservation Corps was formed in 1933. The agency provided employment to young, 

unmarried men. The CCC planted trees, built flood barriers, fought forest fires, and maintained forest roads and 

trails. The CCC employed a total of 3 million men nationwide. Participants were sheltered, fed, and received a 

$30.00 paycheck each month. Also in 1933, the Public Works Administration (PWA) was created to stimulate 

economic recovery through public construction programs. 

The Civil Works Administration was launched in late 1933 as a temporary relief program to help the 

unemployed get through the winter with small projects until the Public Works Administration (PWA) could 

get into full gear. The CWA was funded by the PWA, and was terminated in April 1934. 

Thurston County was in very poor financial condition during the Depression, with extraordinarily high 

relief and welfare loads. In 1933, it ranked as the third highest county in the state for welfare activities (Harris, 

p. 275, 330) . 

A crew of about 300 CWA workers built the granite brick highway building (now the Irv Newhouse 

Building) on the State Capitol Campus in 1934. The 1936 construction of another Capitol building, the Public 

Lands-Social Security building, was partially funded by the Public Works Administration; "labor required for 

the new building will be supplied from lists submitted by the National Reemployment Service" (Olympia News, 

January 9, 1936). Other CWA projects included Port of Olympia dikes (15 men), Port of Olympia transit shed 

(10 men), Olympia school repairs (20 men), Olympia warehouse (13 men), Olympia parks (25 men), and 

Olympia street improvements (25 men) (Daily Olympian, February 20, 1934). 

The Works Progress Administration work relief program operated from July 1, 1935 through June 30, 

1943. Nearly one-fourth of American families depended on WPA wages for their support during this time."In 

the State of Washington the peak of WPA employment occurred in the week ending March 14, 1936, when 

46,683 persons were employed, not including youths employed in the National Youth Program. The low point 

was reached in September 1937 when 19,361 persons were employed in the Works Program" (Abel, p. 27). 

WPA projects were sponsored and approved by the officials of a local subdivision of government, such as a 

city. The responsibility for the design, specifications, and adequacy of plans rested with the sponsor, and the 

sponsor furnished the equipment and material. The WPA provided the workers."Persons employed under the 

Works Program are drawn from the unemployed who have been certified as in need of relief. Such certification 

of eligibility for employment is made by local relief agencies designated by the State Department of Social 

Security to act in this capacity. The WPA, however, makes assignments to project jobs, and passes on the 
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employability of persons. Regulations provide that 95 percent of the project personnel should be persons who 

have been certified as in need of relief, however, in this State 98 1/2 percent of the workers employed come from 

the relief rolls" (Abel, p. 29-30). 

The City of Olympia utilized WPA workers for a number of civic improvement projects, including an 

upgrade of the city's water system and modernization of the Port of Olympia. WPA workers tore down the old 

Washington School in 1936 - but before the building was demolished, adolescent boys went in and swatted at 

bats with tennis rackets. In January 1937, 230 WPA workmen were active on city projects."New projects 

launched are the second improvement program at Priest Point Park, second watershed project, and a second 

library project. Major improvements are under way as initial projects are the municipal airport project and first 

water main replacement project" (Morning Olympian,January 16, 1937). Wooden water mains were replaced 

with cast iron pipe. In the 1937 report The Works Program of the Works Progress Administration in the State of Wash
ington, Abel writes that "The City of Olympia is rebuilding their entire water system with WPA aid," and that 

"The Port of Olympia once considered the most logical shipping point for central Washington was sorely 

handicapped by the lack of facilities, and trade rightfully belonging to the port district was of necessity diverted 

to other Puget Sound Ports. Through the aid of the Works Progress Administration the port facilities were 

enlarged, wharfs and bulkheads constructed, the turning basin dredged. Through this WPA work the harbor 

was able to accommodate the large ocean going vessels and thereby make a successful bid again for the world 

trade which had been denied her since the days of the sailing schooner. It might be well to explain that the Port 

of Olympia has always been self sustaining and that operating surpluses were used in providing the materials for 

the construction work. The taxpayers of that particular district were therefore called upon merely to provide the 

necessary funds for bond and construction warrant redemption and interest:' 

Also in 1937, the WPA sponsored adult education classes at Olympia High School. Topics included 

literacy, Americanization and naturalization, art, English, speech-correction, letter writing, mathematics, Ger

man, parent problems and homemaking, dress designing, remodeling, clothes renovating, knitting, basketry, and 

arts and crafts. Vocational classes were offered in diesel engineering, radio and its modern applications, and 

salesmanship (Morning Olympian, January 15, 1937). 

A number of neighborhood residents worked for the CCC and/or WPA. Ellen Lindsay described the 

sidewalks along Bigelow Ave. between Garrison and Central (which was a gravel road): "The sidewalk there was 

mud and rock sidewalk, and they were put in by the WPA. The sidewalks on that street ... they're cement now, 

and they're lovely, wonderful, but they weren't there ... cement wasn't there when I lived there. But the WPA 

during the 1930s, came along and, in fact, Roy Miller, the man that lived next door there, worked for the WPA 

and put in those sidewalks:• 

In 1937, there were sewer improvements on Glass Ave. between Puget and Tullis, and on Thurston Ave. 

between Central and McCormick. John McCormick told of riding his bicycle into the ditches along State St. 

when it was torn up around 1937-38. 

Le Roy Hoage worked on WPA watermain projects after he graduated from high school in 1935. He was 

also in a CCC camp for 2 years, from 1938 to 1940."[I worked on] watermain projects, mainly. Digging ditches 
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and putting in new watermains ... I worked ... all of it was up around Lincoln School, in the south end ... We had 

crews all over here. But I happened to be on the crew that worked the south end ... I went in the CCC camps in 

'38, until '40 ... down at Elma, and down at Cathlamet ... Some of the downtown watermains and the old wooden 

block bricks were tore out of Fourth St. during the WPA days. When they started digging to put in new 

watermains, we run into layers of wooden bricks ... They were sawed in the same shape as a brick, and they were 

set on end:' 

When asked about the WPA, Pat Rickert recalled,'Tm very familiar with it because my dad, when he ... you 

know, everything was going just fine, and then when the Depression came everything ... people lost everything .. . 

And grandpa ... my dad was on WPA a very short time. Grandpa Faber did not believe in that kind of stuff. He 

just felt you pick yourself up and take care of yourself. He had no patience with people who were lazy, you know, 

on the dole. I do remember dad worked at the WPA for a very short time, and then he got back doing his 

carpenter work..:' 

Rosalie Ballew's father, Michael Darcy, had been a"Bull of the Woods" (logger) before he worked for the 

CCC in the 1930s."And then he went to work for the CCC. .. this was after the Depression. Roosevelt did 

that .... different areas of the CCC did different things, like I think they built Paradise, that building up there, and 

all over they did different things. They fought fire in the summer and built bridges and trails and then again, I 
wasn't all that old. I didn't pay that much attention to it:' 
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 

WORLD WAR II, THE USO CLUB, AND THE OLYMPIA COMMUNITY 

CENTER 

By 1940, the inevitability of full American involvement in the second world war was becoming apparent. In 
October 1941, the City of Olympia deeded 12 lots valued at $8,000 to the United States for a USO Club, a 

'Type I\. Federal recreation hall. Joseph Wohleb was selected by the City Commission to be the architect"on the 

$75,000 grant from the Federal government for the construction of a Defense Recreational Building in Olym

pia:' The Olympia USO Club, at 1314 East Fourth Ave. (northwest corner of East Fourth and Henry), opened 

in February 1942. The National Catholic Community Service, a member agency of United Service Organiza

tions, Inc., was the operating agency. 

Olympia citizens volunteered many hours to provide successful programs for thousands of servicemen - an 

average of 2,100 each week. Senior and Junior Hostesses planned activities such as dances, theme parties, and 

movies. The USO offered dancing to big bands, piano sing-alongs with Tiny MacNamara, stage shows, Sunday 

morning symphonic music, religious services, photographic classes, and a snack bar with soda, ice cream, and 

hamburgers. Often the bands were live bands with servicemen musicians. Outings to Mount Rainier and cruises 

on Puget Sound were offered. The club had Sunday potluck suppers and coffee hour. Local women's organiza

tions, the Red Cross, and men's service clubs and lodges banded together provide hospitality to servicemen 

during their"liberty hours:' 

11~1 II 
Most of the military service personnel were stationed at Fort Lewis. During the war, McChord Air Force 

Base became the largest bomber training base in the United States. The 37th Fighter Squadron operated out of 

Olympia Airport, a satellite of McChord Field, from December 1941 to January 1943. Toward the end of the 

war, the U.S .S. Hollandia, a small aircraft carrier, sat at the Port of Olympia. 

The military presence in Olympia was substantial. Delores Shull described Olympia during the war years 

as "a wonderful, bustling little town and I was a teenage girl, an older teenager and the USO building was still in 

existence and there were dances and parties and things there all the time ... I was a USO girl:' Mrs. Shull remem

bered Tiny MacNamara, "a great big man;' who entertained the servicemen: "Really dedicated himself to enter

taining servicemen. He could play the piano. Just name it or hum it and he could play it and he was there a 
lot ... and entertaining the servicemen, but mostly Army ... it was mostly Army. We had very few Navy people in 

Olympia ... But the town was just bustling with service personnel all during those years and, of course, they were 

having their last fling. They didn't know if they'd ever come back. They knew they would be shipped out ... 

Nobody returned on leave during that war:' Most people rode buses, in part because "gas rationing was very, very 

limited. I think it was four gallons a week with an A card ... The city buses ran with lots of people. And the last 

bus, because those of us who went to the USO, there was a bus that left the top of the hill up on the east side 
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and came down and stopped at the USO and it was just about midnight. If we missed that bus, it was trouble 

city ... no one had cars. I mean, if you had a car, you probably had it stored because you couldn't get gasoline:' 

There were servicemen who preferred downtown taverns to the no-alcohol restriction of the USO Club. 

Ellen Lindsay recalled,"More than the USO, let me tell you, that downtown they had ... there was place called 

The Ship ... It was a tavern ... down on the corner of Fourth and Columbia [ across the street from the Odd 

Fellows Hall]. We spent a lot of time down there. We had a good time. We all dressed up and you know in those 

times, there weren't that many social activities. Lodges and things of that sort were very important to people, and 

I was a girl of only about 13 or 14. But over across the street from the Odd Fellows Hall was the Ship Tavern. 

And when the sailors hit port, or anything like that was going on, it was just delightful. We'd go out to the fire 

escape there on the side of the Odd Fellows Hall. Not on the Fourth St. side, on the side street, and hang over 

there and just have the best time in the world:' 

Downtown businesses offered hospitality to the military personnel. Ed Zabel gave discounted movie 

tickets to men in uniform. Art Zabel recollected that"They had dances for the servicemen, up in the Olympian 

Hotel ballroom, and Peggy, my wife, would go there. A lot of ladies would go so they'd have somebody to dance 

with. The soldiers and the sailors and so on:' There were exceptions: Black servicemen were refused entry at the 

Olympian Hotel, one of the best entertainment spots. 

Olympia's Japanese residents were"relocated" to an internment camp in Tule Lake, California. Rosalie 

(Darcy) Ballew was a junior high student at St. Michael's School, and recalled,"The sad part is I lost some 

Japanese friends that they took out, took away ... Now I went to St. Michael's school and I told you where it was 

[ 817 Capitol Way]. Well, right down kind of below that area where the capitol, the park is and the railroad 

station was, the Japanese lived down there. They worked in the oyster plant and some of them came up to St. 

Michael's and went to school and the sisters taught some of them English, which would have been hard because 

they didn't speak Japanese, I'm sure. But, anyway, they were not Catholics but they came to the school and it was 

the closest one:' When asked what explanation the students were given, Mrs. Ballew recalled that "they just said 

they were afraid of the Japanese. And, I think because they were Oriental and because the Japanese were attack

ing our people. And, you know, we just ... they told us they were going and they had to go. They left:' 

Convoys of military trucks coming down State St. impeded cross-street traffic. A Bigelow St. resident 

recalled that her house shook from the vibrations of the trucks coming down the hill. Citizens were "spotters," 

scanning the night skies for enemy aircraft, and reporting in at the National Guard Armory. There were bond 

drives, paper drives, scrap metal drives, and Red Cross drives, as well as rationing of meat, shoes, coffee, sugar, 

liquor, and gasoline. 

CF~ t}~ ca~ E~ 
At the Capitol Theater, Art Zabel recalled, "one time they had a drive to get in copper or different things 

that they could melt down, and anybody could come to the movie on a certain day and bring pots or pans and 

things like that, and they'd get in free, and then this all went ... we had a huge truck that was filled completely up 

with things that they could use .. :• Pat Rickert"used to go down ... someplace on State St., and I remember going 
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through metal and separating certain types of metal, and I remember it was such an unlady-like job. But it was 

part of the war effort, so I used to do a lot of chat stuff ... When the war started, I was still in grade school, and I 

remember the tanks going down State St. Oh, chat was the most godawful noise:• 

Corinne Palmer recalled the hitchhikers:"Well...when my husband was in the South Pacific, I shopped at 

the commissary at Fort Lewis and I'd go out ... maybe two to three times a month, to do my shopping and always 

the soldiers would be standing and waiting for a ride on Fourth St ... Hitchhiking, yes ... and I'd always stop and 

pick them up and they were always nice young men and gave chem a lift out to the fort. Everybody did that in 

chose days:· 

Art Zabel shared the following story:"! remember ... after we were married and lived on Puget St., during 

the war, there was a shortage of popcorn, and we of course had the cheater, and so we bought about 50 sacks of 

popcorn - 50 or 100 pound sacks of popcorn - and people asked if we were making a bomb shelter with it:' 

Delores Shull said, "I think eighteen was the draft age and, of course, so many of the guys would leave high 

school and lie about their age and sign up. Many of them did that:' Pat Rickert recalled the lure of high-paying 

jobs. "And the era that I grew up, everybody was quitting school. They were making these fabulous wages in the 

shipyards, and these different places ... you'd go to school one day, and this one decided to drop out and go up to 

work for one of the war efforts, I mean it was just a common thing:• 

Le Roy Hoage did not serve in the military because he only had one eye."I lost an eye in 1936, and they 

wouldn't take me. Plus the fact that I was running a milk route down in Elma, down in Grays Harbor County, I 

was hauling milk into Satsop Dairy and up to Fort Lewis and Bremerton, so I was exempted from the draft. I 

was more important hauling milk than I was shooting somebody:' Virtually every able-bodied man, aged 18 to 

40, served in the war. Mrs. Shull said,"There was a man who worked for my dad and my dad thought, well, chat 

was one that they'd probably never draft. He was missing his trigger finger. They ultimately drafted him ... and he 

was old. He was much older:' 

The USO building burned to the ground on the morning of December 30, 194 3. Arson was suspected. 

While a new building was constructed on the site, the facilities at the Civilian Defense Center in the Old 

Capitol Building were used. The rebuilt USO opened in November 1944. It was one of the largest and most 

completely equipped recreation centers for servicemen in the Pacific Northwest. 

As early as 1945, the City Commission asked the Federal Security Administration to turn the building 

over to the city after the termination of the war for use as a community and recreational center. The building's 

use as a USO Club ended in 1947 -"the war emergency is over; our job is accomplished:'The Olympia Elks 

Lodge donated a down payment of $5,300, and the Olympia Community Center celebrated its grand opening 

on July 12, 1947. The city leased the facility from the Federal Works Agency from May 1947 until the city 

purchased the property from the General Services Administration (formerly the Federal Works Agency) in 

1951. 
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OLYMPIA COMMUNITY CENTER 

The Olympia Community Center was a hub of activity. The 1955 annual report of the Recreation Depart

ment stated: "Rentals at the Community Center reached 'almost a saturation point' during the first ten months 

after the formal opening and the building has been used by every conceivable type of citizen's groups seven days a 

week, every day of the year during intervening years:' 

SOUVENIR APPRl:CJATION CARD 

OLYMPIA COM·MU··NITY ·cENTER 

Grand Opening--Saturday, July 12, 194 7 
Postcnrd Jro111 the grn11d openi11g of the Oly111pi11 Co1111111111ity Center, 1947. (Co111"tesy of SIJ11111rn Stwenso11) 

The Community Center provided a place for the recreational activities of many civic groups, and was a 

vital part of the neighborhood for nearly 40 years, until its closure in 1986. Just about every community group 

used the facility, ranging from the Olympia Rose Society to Parents Without Partners. 

Pat Rickert recalled, " ... the community center - when that really got used in our family was when I had my 

last son. Boy, all the kids went down. That was when it was a kid's place to go ... They had things like ... basketball, 

they had a lot of dinners where people would come in and they'd put dinners on ... they were benefits. And then 

they also had the Christmas, always had a huge, big Christmas fair in there ... the kids could go down there ... I 

think that's where Johnny learned how to play chess. They used to go down there and play all different kinds of 

games. And they were pretty strict with the kids, too, if they got out of hand or got smartin' of£ they got sent 

home. Because I know my son a couple times, he got sent home, mouthin' off or whatever it was he was doing. 

That was a very active place. They had card parties there. I think different organizations, probably. But they had 

kind of a kitchen there, as I remember, and served the food. It wasn't potluck, they actually served dinners. Well, 
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I know they had political things there. They had 

speakers come. That would've been in the sixties 

and seventies, even. I thought it was a real going 

concern ... It was real good that the kids could go 

down, that's what I appreciated. There weren't 

that many places around where you'd know they 

wouldn't get into trouble:' 

By 1982, many felt that the Olympia 

Community Center building was too small to 

serve the needs of Olympia's growing population. 

The city looked into combining the Community 

Center and Senior Center into one facility. In 
1986, the cost estimate to bring the aging building 

up to code was $150,000. The 9,750-square-foot 

building was last used in 1986. A new Olympia 

Community Center/Senior Center opened 

downtown in 1987, in the heart of the old red

light district. The city declared the old commu

nity center site as surplus in early 1994, and sold 

One of the 1111111y entert11in111ents of the Con111mnity Center's opening d11y t1111s 
t/Jis young IHt/11 d11ncer. (W11shington St11te Historirnl Society, T11com11. St11te 
C11pit11I M11set1n1 Collectio11 . P/Joto by Belcher, 11eg11tive 110. 8) 

the property to the Olympian newspaper. The building was demolished in February 1994. The site is currently 

used as parking for the Olympian. To the east is the Olympia View Office Building, constructed in 1998. 

The Elks (Legio11) B1111d pl11yi11g 11t tlJe openi11g of the Oly111pi11 Co11mm11ity Center. (W11shi11gto11 St11te 
Historirnl Society, T11co11111 . St11te C11pit11I M11set1111 Collectio11. PIJOtogrnph by Belcher, 11eg11tive 110. 6) 
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The Olympia Co1111111111ity Center, C/1. 1960. (Washi11gto11 State HistoriC11l Society, Tacoma. State Capital M11seu111 
Collectio11. Photo hy The Oly111pia11) 



Following pages: 1996 aerial photograph of the 
neighborhood. (Map created by Scott Royer; 
datll provided by Thurston Geodata Center) 
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APPENDIX A .. LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS 

T 18 N, R 2 W, E 1/2 sec. 14 - and - T 18 N, R 2 W, W 1/2 sec. 13 

DONATION LAND CLAIMS 

J.M. Swan (1851) : Within our neighborhood, claim goes from Fourth north to Thurston, breaks east-west 

at Bethel. 

D.R. Bigelow (1853) : Claim between Thurston and Yew from waterfront to Frederick St. 

W. N. Ayers (1854): Within our neighborhood, claim goes from Fourth north to Thurston, east of Bethel 

to Fir 

ADDITIONS & SUBDIVISIONS 

Ayers' Addition, 1885 (plat v. 2, p. 67 A) 

Platted in March 1885; later subdivided into Bethel's First Sub., Olympic Court, Barrett & Arens Sub., 

Simenson & Carlyon's Sub.; there are still n.on-subdivided Ayers' Addition properties (blocks 18, 19) 

Banner Addition, 1953 (plat v. 12, p. 12) 

Bigelow to Glass, west of Fir (but east of Marion) 

Platted September 1953 by Woodie M . & Barbara P. Dale, Alvin & Tillie Lobe, Robert G . & Juanita R . 

W est, Elson W . & Lillian I. Honey, & Nettie M . Payne ( originally part of Bigelow's DLC); land conveyed 

by Bigelows to Joshua Banner by deed July 13, 1891 

Barrett & Atens Subdivision, 1890 (plat v. 5, p. 79) 

Fourth to State, Central to Lybarger 

Platted in June 1890 by owners Leander C. and Jennie Barrett ( originally part of Ayers' Addition, block 18) 

Bethel's First Subdivision, 1890 (plat v. 4, p. 4) 

Fourth to State, Bethel to Central 

Platted in April 1890 by owners Landon & Eliza L. Bethel ( originally part of Ayers' Addition, block 1) 

D. R. Bigelow Donation Land Claim 
Numerous areas in northern part of neighborhood 

Donation Land Claims are ttnplatted (no block or lot numbers) - a portion of Bigelow's DLC ( the area from 

Marion to Fir) appears in plat v. 11A, p. 57, corrected in 1946 

Bigelow Place, 1980 (plat v. 21, p. 140) 

North side of Bigelow between Marion & Fir 

Platted in March 1980 by Richard M . & Rose Ann Elway 

Calhoun's Addition, 1890 (plat v. 3 p. 80) 

Tullis to Central, Glass to Bigelow [Fourth Ward] 

Platted in January 1890 by Wm. M . & Maggie C. Calhoun ( originally part of Bigelow's DLC) 
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College Heights Addition, 1890 (plat v. 2, p. 70) 
Bigelow to Wilson, Quince to Tullis 

Platted in April 1890 by D. R. & A. E. Bigelow ( originally part of Bigelow's D LC) 

Crego's Addition, 1890 (plat v. 2, p. 71; also v. 3 p. 104) 
N. Tullis St., east 2 1/2 blocks, Wilson Ave. to Mitchell [Fourth Ward] 

Platted March 1890 by Ellsworth E. Crego (Land originally granted to William Billings by deed dated 
Oct. 9, 1858, Book 3, p.124 of Deeds) 

Gallagher's Rearrangement, 1890 (plat v. 6, p. 29) 
Bethel to Central, Fourth Ave. north 1/2 block 

Platted November 1890 by Thomas Lincoln Gallagher ( originally block 1, lots 6-8, and block 2, lots 7 -12, 
of Bethel's First Sub. of block 1 of Ayers' Addition) 

Galliher's Rearrangement (also listed as plat v. 6, p. 29) 

[Error in Assessor's records: Galliher should be Gallagher] 

Garrard's Addition, 1954 [Block 1] (plat v. 12, p. 32) 

Glass to Bigelow along west side of Fir ( 2 lots in our neighborhood) 
Platted in November 1954 by Wayne C. & Isabelle B. Garrard, and others. 

Highland Park Addition, 1889 (plat v. 3 p. 56) 

Glass to Thurston, Central to McCormick 

Platted in May 1889 by Hannah Florence Humphrey ( originally parts of Bigelow, Swan, & Ayers' D LCs) 

Highland Park Rearrangement, 1890 [also called Rearrangement of Highland Park] (plat v. 5, p. 19) 
Portions of Bethel to Central, Thurston to between Prospect & Glass 

Platted in June 1890 by Charles 0. Otis ( originally blocks 2-7 of Highland Park Addition) 

McCormick's Subdivision, 1910 (plat v. 8, p. 50) 

East side of Fir between Fourth & State; part of block 19 of Ayers' Addition 

Platted in September 1910 by Isaac R. & Nancy A. McCormick 

McSorley's Addition ( vacated), 1892 (plat v. 7, p. 32) 

Thurston to Glass, Fir to McCormick 

Platted in September 1892 by John McSorley; part of Bigelow's DLC 

New Highland Park Addition, 1890 (plat v. 6, p. 51) 

Glass to Thurston, Central to McCormick 

Platted in November 1890 by Ira S. & S. A. Smith (Land conveyed by deed from John McSorley to Ira 
Smith Nov. 6, 1890) 
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Olympic Court, 1925 (plat v. 10, p. 12) 

State to Thurston, Bechel to Central 

Platted in January 1925 by Edith M. & Sam C. Woodruff (a subdiv. of block 1 of Ayers' Add.) 

J. R. Pattison's Addition, 1890 (plat v. 3, p. 120) 

Fourth to Thurston, Puget to Bechel 

Platted in March 1890 by James R. Pattison 

Rice Addition, 1970 (plat v. 17, p. 44) 

Southeast corner of Yew & Fir 

Platted in October 1970 by owners Arthur P. & Pearl A. Roundtree 

Simenson & Carlyon's Subdivision, 1889 (plat v. 3, p. 28) 

Fourth to Olympia, Lybarger to McCormick 

Platted in January 1889 by 0 . R. & Hattie Simenson and P. H. & F. M. Carlyon ( originally part of Ayers' 
DLC, block 18) 

Solebeck & Allison's Subdivision, 1921 (plat v. 9, p. 13) 

Central to Lybarger, Thurston Ave. 1/2 block south 

Platted in April 1921 by Arthur C. and Jean Allison ( originally part of Ayers' DLC) 
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APPENDIX B ~ STREET NAME CHANGES 

Current Street 
Years of 

Additional 

Name 
Historic Name Historic 

Historic Names 
Notes 

Name 

Bethel St. Florence Ave. 1889-1915 
Named for Landon & 

Eliza Bethel 

Bigelow Ave. Named for D.R. Bigelow 

Central St. 

Fir St. 
South of Fourth, was 
once named Henderson 

Pacific Highway, 

Fourth Ave. 
Olympia-Steilacoom Ayers' Hill, Ayers' Hill was named for 
Rd. Fourth St., U.S. 99, William & Sarah Ayers 

S.R. 1, P.S.H. 1 

Garrison St. Garrison Ave. 1890-1924 

Glass Ave. Woodland Ave. 1890-1915(?) 
Named for Rev. 
Robert C. Glass 

Hale Pl. College St. until 1981 
part of Bigelow's 
"College Lot" 

Henry St. Orcutt Ave. 1890-1915(?) 

Lybarger St. Ridge St. 1890-1921(?) 
Named for John G. 
Lybarger 

Marion St. Named for Marion Haycox 

McCormick St. Prospect St. 1890, 1892 Seventeenth St. E. 
Named for Isaac & Nancy 
McCormick 

Mitchell Ave. 
possibly named for 
David Mitchell 

State Ave. Third Sr. until 1924 

Thurston Ave. Spring St. until 1915 
Named for 
Samuel Thurston 

Tullis St. Highland Ave. until 1915 N amed for Victor Tullis 

Yew Ave. Wilson Ave. until 1927 
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APPENDIX C , STREET ADDRESS CHANGES 

Current Street Old Street Old Street Old Street Old Street 

Address Address/Date Address/Date Address/Date Address/Date 

1368 Bigelow 1314 Bigelow 
(by 1946) (1936) 

1370 Bigelow 
1318 Bigelow 1810 Bigelow 1504 Bigelow 
(1927-30) (1923) (1919) 

1373 Bigelow 
1325 Bigelow 
(1951) 

1424 Bigelow 
1600 Bigelow 

(by 1945) 

1815 Bigelow 1821 Bigelow 

206 Central 
420 Central (1910) 

(by 1936) 

222 Central 
410 Central 
(ca. 1924-25) 

503 Puget 
521 Puget (1932) 

519/521 Puget 121 Puget 
123 Puget (1919) 

(by 1941) (1924) (1921-1923) 

618 Puget 
622 Puget 
(1924, 1945) 

1029 Puget 
521 Puget (1919) 

(by 1925) 

1125 Third (State) 1109 Third 
(by 1945) (1911, 1924) 
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APPENDIX D ~ ZONING ORDINANCES 

[Note: This is not a comprehensive list of all applicable City of Olympia zoning ordinances.] 

2801: In 1953, Barrett & Arens Subdivision [Fourth to State, Central to Lybarger] is rezoned from residential to 

commercial. 

2925 (November 1955): An ordinance changing the zoning classification of certain described property in the 

north one-half of the blocks lying between State and 4'" Avenues from Central Street West to Quince Street, 

except Lot 5, Block 3, of Pattison's Home Addition in the City of Olympia, amending the map of zoning 

Ordinance #2270 of the city of Olympia . .. now zoned as class R-1 Residential is hereby changed and reclassified 

to Zone C-2 Commercial. 

3222 (March 1962): Adoption of"Official Zoning Map of the City of Olympia" by the City Commission. 

3395 (December 1966): An ordinance changing the zoning classification of the area bordering on State Avenue 

and Fourth Ave. extending from Central Street to Turner Street and now zoned as Residential Multi-Family 

District as shown on the Official Zoning Map, changing a portion thereof to Commercial Services-Low Density 

and a portion thereof to Community Retail District ... all of that portion of said Residential Multi-Family 

District lying between Central Street and Fir Street to Commercial Services-Low Density District, and that 

portion lying between Fir Street and Turner Street to Community Retail District. 

3566 (March 1970): An ordinance changing the zoning classification of a part of J. R. Pattison Addition to the 

City of Olympia from CS-L (Commercial Services-Low Density) to LI-L (Light Industrial-Limited) .. . All of 

Block 6 of J. R. Pattison Addition to the City of Olympia according to the plat recorded in Volume 3 of Plats, 

page 120, records of the Auditor of Thurston County. Also all of Lots 1, 11 and 12, the east 48 feet of Lot 2 and 

the east one-half of Lot 10, all in Block 5 of J. R . Pattison Addition according to the plat thereof recorded in 

Volume 3 of Plats, page 120, records of the Auditor of Thurston County. [The Olympian building.] 

3578 (March 1970): An ordinance changing the zoning classification of Lots 1, 2, and 3 in Block 2 of Bethel's 

Subdivision and Lots 1, 2 and 3 in Block 2 of Gallagher's Rearrangement from CS-L ( Commercial Services-Low 

Density) to RM2-L (Multi-Family Medium High Density-Limited). 

3604 (August 1970): An ordinance changing the zoning classification of Lots 3, 4 and 5, Block 3, J. R. Pattison 

Addition to Olympia from CS-L ( commercial services, low density) to CS-H-L ( commercial services, high 

density - Limited). 

3943 (April 1976): An ordinance changing the zoning classification of Lots 1 and 2 in Block 2 of Bethel's First 

Subdivision as recorded in Volume 4 of Plats, page 4, excepting therefrom the East 7 feet of Lot 2. Also Lots 1, 2 

and 3 in Block 2 of Gallagher's Rearrangement as recorded in Volume 6 of Plats, page 29, together with that 

portion of vacated alley adjacent to and abutting thereon which attached to said premises by operation of law 

from CS-L (Commercial Services-Low Density) to CS-H-L (Commercial Services-High Density-Limited). 

3966 (August 1976): An ordinance changing the zoning classification of a portion of Ayers Addition from 

Commercial Services Low Density (CS-L) to Commercial Services High Density (CS-H) ... Lots 1, 2 and 3, 

Block 1, Simenson-Carlyon Subdivision of E 1/2 Block, Ayers Addition. 
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