Historic Property Report
Resource Name:

Property ID: 28317

State Parking Garages

Location

Address:

124 Union Ave SW, Olympia, WA 98501

Tax No/Parcel No:

60208100100

Plat/Block/Lot:

Mackay and Burrs Addition Block 81 of Sylvester Plat

Geographic Areas:

Thurston County, OLYMPIA Quadrangle, T18R02W

Information
Number of stories:

2

Construction Dates:
Construction Type

Year

Built Date

1958

Built Date

1972

Circa

Historic Use:
Category

Subcategory

Transportation

Transportation - Road-Related (vehicular)

Transportation

Transportation - Road-Related (vehicular)

Historic Context:
Category
Transportation
Architecture
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Architect/Engineer:
Category

Name or Company

Builder

H. Halvorson

Builder

H. Halverson Corp.

Architect

Brown, Warren A.; Jacobson-Erickson-Hobble, Inc.

Architect

Brown, Warren A.

Engineer

Anderson, Thomas

Engineer

Anderson & Anderson Engineering

Thematics:
Local Registers and Districts
Name

Date Listed

Notes

Project History
Project Number, Organization,
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination

100713-17-DES, DES, 1063 Block 3/9/2004
Replacement Pre-Design Planning
Phase

Determined Eligible

SHPO Determined By,
Determined Date
, 10/8/2013

2011-03-00043, , Nifty From the
Last 50
2015-02-00042, , 1063
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Photos

west facades

northern building
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North facade

West facade
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Inventory Details - 3/9/2004
Common name:

Union Ave Parking Garages

Date recorded:

3/9/2004

Field Recorder:

M. Houser

Field Site number:
SHPO Determination

100713-17-DES determined on 2013-10-08

Detail Information
Characteristics:
Category

Item

Foundation

Concrete - Poured

Plan

Rectangle

Cladding

Concrete - Poured

Form Type

Commercial - One-Part Block

Structural System

Masonry - Poured Concrete

Roof Material

Asphalt/Composition - Built Up

Roof Type

Flat with Parapet

Styles:
Period

Style Details

Modern Movement

Brutalism

Surveyor Opinion
Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes
Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local):
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Property ID: 28317

The Parking Garage was constructed in two phases: 1958, c. 1972. The 1958 garage was
designed by Warren Brown who was an architect for the State Department of General
Administration. The 3 level building originally housed 238 autos and was built by the H.
Halverson Corp of Seattle for $245,817. Parking spaces in the garage were leased to state
employees for $3 to 5 per month. The structure was built to serve the needs of the
growing number of State employees on the capitol campus during the post WWII era.
The GA building to the west had been completed in 1956 (housing a number of State
agencies) and the State Library which was completed in 1959 (one year after the parking
garage). The architectural details on the garage originally matched the GA building with
corrugated concrete panels interspersed with flat panels.
When a new parking structure was constructed across the street c. 1972, the 1958
Parking Garage was refaced with a Brutalist exterior skin. The new larger Brutalist
parking garage was designed by the Seattle firm of Jacobson-Erickson-Hobble, Inc..

The term Brutalism was coined in 1954 to describe architecture influenced by Le
Corbusier's Unité d'Habitation at Marseilles. The style was characterized by the use of
rough, heavy reinforced concrete, by chunky angular solids and by the creation of spatial
tension, and was used to reflect the harshness and the confusions of modern life.
Brutalism was a response to the glass curtain wall that was overtaking institutional and
commercial architecture in the 1960s.
In the 1960s and 1970s were years of great expansion in many universities and public
buildings, and this is where the Brutalist style is most often found. The development of
béton brut, a concrete with no formal finish, was intrinsically linked to this style. When
the formwork is lifted from the poured concrete, the rough, naturally textured surface is
the final finish. The amount of texture on the surface is dependent upon the amount of
texture on the formwork. The smooth texture of glass for windows and doors forms an
attractive contrast. Most windows in Brutalist buildings do not open and the buildings are
thoroughly climate- controlled. The design of the building is largely dependent on the
shape and placement of the various room masses.
Physical description:

The building consists of two separate structure located across from each other on
Columbia St. Both parking structures feature a beton brut exterior finishes and the
Rusian wedge shape that are typical of the style. Both buildings are three stories and
feature rooftop parking and corner stair towers.

Bibliography:

The Daily Olympian: Jan 16, 1958; Sept 14, 1958.
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Inventory Details - 2/27/2015
Common name:

Union Ave Parking Garages

Date recorded:

2/27/2015

Field Recorder:

Shanna Stevenson

Field Site number:
SHPO Determination

Detail Information
Characteristics:
Category

Item

Structural System

Masonry - Precast Concrete

Form Type

Commercial - One-Part Block

Roof Material

Asphalt/Composition - Built Up

Roof Type

Flat with Parapet

Foundation

Concrete - Poured

Plan

Rectangle

Cladding

Concrete - Poured

Styles:
Period

Style Details

Modern Movement

Brutalism

Surveyor Opinion
Significance narrative:

After a lawsuit in the 1950s which mandated that state agency headquarters must be
located in Olympia, planning began for the eventual enlargement of the Capitol Campus
to accommodate more state employees. The first of the expansion buildings was the
General Administration Building in 1956. The GA Building was built on the block to the
west of the Capitol Park Building. That block as well as the west half of the block where
the Capitol Park Building was located had been residential in character. The need for
parking for workers in the new General Administration building was met when the houses
on the west half of the Capitol Park Building block were either razed or moved to prepare
the way for a new parking structure. While two of the houses on this half block were
razed, the Kenneth Partlow and James C. Allen Houses were moved to south Olympia on
Fairfield Avenue and are still extant.
Expenditure for the garage was authorized by the Legislature in 1955 giving the Capitol
Committee the authority to ͞construct parking facilities for the state capitol adequate to
provide parking space for up to four hundred automobiles.͟The parking could be single
or multiple level and at one or more sites. The committee could acquire land for such
projects. The parking spots were to be rented to state employees on a monthly basis.
The options were to (1) construct a two story parking facility south of the transportation
and public lands building in the existing parking area (2) multiple level but not to exceed
three story parking facility adjacent to the new office building; (3) multiple level but not
to exceed three story parking facility adjacent to the new office building. The new office
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building referred to was the General Administration Building. The law came with a
$700,000 appropriation.
Parking Garage No. 1 was an element of a multi-part Capitol Committee initiative in 1957.
In October, 1957 , the Capitol Committee approved the construction of the new state
library, Parking Garage No. 1 and additional funding to complete the General
Administration Building. The Committee also authorized a contract with architect Paul
Thiry for further planning of campus expansion.
The garage, known as ͞Parking Garage No. 1͟was designed by Architect Warren A.
Brown, who worked for the State of Washington. Thomas Anderson was the engineer for
the structure. The garage was designed to have an exterior which would ͞blend with the
General Administration Building.͟The parking garage had poured, pre-cast and prestressed concrete with only seven interior columns for greater maneuverability for cars.
Convenient stairways provided access to the three levels of the garage which had a
special exhaust system to alleviate car fumes.
Built by H. Halvorson, Parking Garage No. 1 was completed December 10, 1958 and built
at a cost of $249,042.98. The three level building provided space for 238 cars and spaces
were originally leased to state employees for $3 to $5 per month, reflecting legislative
intent for the structure which specified that employees were to pay parking fees.
The building was one of two planned parking structures, the other just north is of this
structure (between 10th and Union on Columbia). The second building was designed by
Jacobson-Erickson-Hobble, Inc. and completed in 1972. Structural modifications to
Parking Garage No. 1 were also done in 1972.
The parking garages have been identified as the earliest known examples of the
͞Brutalist͟style in the state. ͞The style was characterized by the use of rough, heavy
reinforced concrete, by chunky angular solids and by the creation of spatial tension, and
was used to reflect the harshness and confusions of modern life.͟
Born in 1918, Warren Brown graduated from Washington State University in1948 with a
degree in architectural engineering. He worked in Seattle as a draftsman with Bain,
Overturf, Turner and Associates, Architects in 1948-1950 before joining the State of
Washington. Brown was the head of the General Administration Architectural Section
when the General Administration Building was built. Brown became Chief State Architect
in 1965. He supervised the work on the Legislative Building Dome after the 1965
earthquake as Capitol Engineer. As Chief State Architect he worked on supervision of
many state projects including the Dry Falls Interpretative Center, Echo Glen Children͛s
Center, the Washington Soldier͛s Home and supervised construction of Community
College buildings during his tenure. During that time he also oversaw the early stages of
construction at The Evergreen State College and the completion of Highway
Administration Building on the West Capitol Campus. In 1976 he was in charge of
continuing repair and remodeling of Capitol Campus facilities and the removal of mobility
barriers for handicapped in fstate facilities.
Brown also served on local Olympia area committees including ͞The Committee of the
60s͟and the planning committee for a new Thurston County Courthouse. He retired in
1976 after working for Washington State for 25 years and later worked privately as an
architect for a time with fellow architect Harold Dalke. Brown died in 2003.
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Physical description:

The building features a beton brut exterior finish and the Rusian wedge shape typical of
the style.
The parking garage is a two story poured concrete structure covering the west half of the
block between Capitol Way, Columbia Street, 11th and Union Avenues just north of the
Capitol Campus in Olympia. The roof is flat to also accommodate parking. The building
slopes with the topography with a lower one story profile on the south end extending to
nearly three stories on the north side. The flat top parking deck has a parapet.
The two-story north side has car entry ramp for first floor parking on the northeast side.
The northeast end is anchored by a flat concrete tower extending above the roofline.
The northwest corner has a concrete stair tower extending about the height of the flat
roof. The pedestrian entry is recessed on the west side of the stair tower and has incised
concrete detailing. The metal framed, plate glass entry door with a transom is off-set to
the north. Above it are two metal framed windows separated by a ripple concrete detail.
The west side slopes from one story to a decorative wall. A vehicle entry to the second
floor is midway along this side. The southwest side has concrete panels with an
alternating high/low vertical design. The far southwest corner has a pedestrian stair
entry to roof parking. The vertical design panels extend around the corner to the south
where another vehicle entry provides access to roof parking. The panels extend along
the remainder of the south side. A southeast corner stair tower has a recessed entry
with incised concrete detailing. The metal frame entry door and transom match the
other stair tower. A metal walkway spans the alley on the northeast side of the roof to
provide access to the Capitol Park Building. The east side of the building faces an alleyway and has a plain concrete façade.
The garage facade has large, horizontal corrugated concrete wedge-shaped panels
alternating with open horizontal spaces faced with metal mesh fencing supported by
metal posts on the north and west elevations. The low-ceilinged interior vehicle parking
floors have Y-shaped concrete pillar supports.
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