Historic Property Inventory Report for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church at 1515 Harrison Ave NW. Olympia, WA 98502 SCAN NUMBER: 2110

LOCATION SECTION | Field Site No.: OAHP No: SH-207/3F Date First Recorded:  8/23/2002

Historic Name: Gloria Dei Lutheran Church . ‘ Common Name:

Property Address: 1515 Harrison Ave NW, Olympia, WA 98502 » ‘ Comments:

County Township/Range Quadrangle - UTM Reference

Tax No./Parcel No.: Plat/Block/Lot: Supplemental Map(s): Acreage

IDENTIFICATION SECTION | e —

Field Recorder: M. Houser Date Recorded: 8/23/2002

Owner's Name: Owner Address: City/State/Zip:

Classification: Building Resource Status ~ Comments a2

'Survey/Inventory

Within a District? [

Contributing? \l

National Register Nomination: i
|

Local District:

National Register District/ Thematic Nomination Name:

DESCRIPTION SECTION | OAHP 2002

Historic Use: Religion - Religious Facility !

Current Use: Religion - Religious Facility | View of 1967 Sanctuary taken 5/26/2002
Plan: lrregular No., of Stoflia- 0" = T o b gt i e et T - T M e S, S B T DS o i
Structural System: Steel

Changes to plan: Intact Changes to interior: |ntact Style Form

Changes to original cladding: Intact Changes to other: Modern I el ¥ 7

Changes to windows: |ntact Other (specify):
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Historic Property Inventory Report for Gloria Dei L utheran Church at 1515 Harrison Ave NW, Olympia, WA 98502 SCAN NUMBER: 2110

Ciladding Foundation Roof Material Roof Type
| Brick - Common Bond | | Concrete - Poured [ [ ition - Bui | | Varied Roof Lines ]

INARRATIVE SECTION | Date Of Construction: 1851, 1967

Architect: Decker & Anderson; Grant, Copefand & Chervena Engineer: Builder:
Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local):

Study Unit Other Statement of Significanc

itectur Organized on September 20, 1905, as the Swedish-Finnish Lutheran Church, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is the

. oldest Lutheran congregation in Olympia. In 1921 the name was changed to the Evangelical Lutheran Bethesda
Religion B Church. In 1931, the congregation adopted an all-English program. In 1934 the name was again changed, this time
to the Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church. In 1951 the congregation decided to move out of downtown Clympia,
— to the then developing suburbs of the west side. The congregation hired Ralph Decker and Emil Anderson to design
a simple, yet modem sanctuary. By 1967, the congregation had outgrown its small space and a new office wing and
sanctuary were built. The firm of Grant, Copeland & Chervenak from Seattle designed the new sanctuary.

Description of  |Situated on just south of Harrison Avenue between Thomas and Perry, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a sprawling complex of brick structures which was built over a 15 year period.
Physical The initial 1951 church Is of brick construction and faces Perry, This building is typical of church designs in the 1950s and show minimal exterior decoration, which is limited to the
Appearance massing of the building and entry porch columns. The 1967 Sanctuary space and garden room were designed by the Seattle Firm of Grant, Copeland & Cherenak, with Robert
Chervenak as the main designer. The sanctuary has a traditional Latin cross footprint but is softened by rounded corner, stain glass windows set in concrete and brick exterior walls.
The spire was removed from the 1951 sanctuary and installed on this structure when it was completed. Artist Ermest Schwidder from Edmonds designed and built the interior
furnishings.

Major
Bibliographic
References
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (1951) %,‘ (967

—

“60" Anniversary Slated,” Daily Olympian, November 5, 1965, p. 9
Features photograph of Mrs. Louise Sandberg, age 98, who helped found church 60 years ago

“Gloria Dei Plans Expansion,” Daily Olympian, November 19, 1965, p. 7

Present church building at Harrison and Perry dedicated Sunday, April 15, 1951
Constructed at a cost of less than $150,000
Church members volunteered to work some 4300 hours in erecting the church

State Capitol Museum Daily Olympia photo collection:
Negative identified as “Gloria Dei Church construction 8/1/1967”
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51. Demifri

. Demitrios

SALONINA, Greesce (AP —
Greace has many local safnts but
none more venerated than Dumi-
trios, the “sweel-smelling" pat.
Ton saint angd protector of Thes
saloniki (Salonika)

Dimiirios was born te a wealihy
Thesgalonikan faimily i the sec-
ond ball of the Third Century,
during the reign of a Roman em-
perer, Dicletian, npted for his per-
secution of the Christlans,

Accounts vary as to the time
of Dumtrios’ conversion to Chris-
sty According 1o some suthori-
tics, he became & Christian white
sull & youth.

According to other acrounts, {he
conversion came loward the end
of his service as an officer in the
Roman army. But this version,
lov, ha shim engagmg 1n misson-
ary activittes while sull an army
oflicer dedicated to preservation
aof the pagan beliefs of Rome

Inevitably the moment came, in
ihe year 303, when his Chrishan
beliefs came into conflict with his
army duties. Refusing to carry out
orders of perseculion, he was
cailed belore the emperor. He ron-
fessed thal he no longer believed
m the Roman gods and would ngi
renounce his faith in Christ,

He was thrown inia jad, and
shortly aflerward pat to death The
preiext was Lhe lilling of 3
wrestler.

Laios, one of the stars of that
year's games at the Salonrka sia-
dium, was a wrestier whom rece
o1ds describe as “massive gnd of
immense strepgth™ Few respand-
ed lo s challenges Thessalontkan
youths were afraid that to do o
meanl delcal and death

Finaily, the challenge was ac-
wopted by a youlh named Nestor,
a Christian and & friend of Du.
nibws Resolved Lo face s o
hath” 1 the arena, he went to
ihe yul and consulted Dimitrios

Records are unclear oo what oc-
curred at that Ipterview bul sl
agree that as Nestor left Dimi-
Irios encoursged blm, making the
ign of the cross on his forehead,
wishing bim victory, and sending
b o the arens “fuil of falih
and confidence.”

Nestor wrestled Lalcs, defeated
and killed him, to the rage of
Emperor Maximiliap, who was
present at the games that day
He ordered the immediate execu-
fwon of Nestor and alse of Dimb
trips, who was toriured and then
dispatched by & “lance in the
side.”

Bellevera retrieved the body of
Dimitrios and buried 1t wilhin the
precincta of the prison. Almost at
once, the miracles began, and the
reputation of the saint as a hepler
began to spread beyond the bounds
of the cuy

S0 well known were the staries
of cures performed dy Dimilirior
that Leontlos, prefect of Niyricum,
In the year €12, traveied to Thes-
salonild in search of frestmeet.
0o being cured. ke commisstoned
the bultding of & bastlicn ~— the
lrst of & serien of rhurchen of
S Dimitcies — ga the chie of tbe
bathy wpd wiadizm where the maint
had been tortured awd sinin.

AL once, aceording Lo logend, n
fountain under the apse of e
hasitira begop to cjeel perfumed
lealing g1l which atlrncled many
wégTlma and coused §, Dimiirloa

1o hecome known ha “"Myroviltls,”
N e

KA

MRS5. LOUISE SANDBERG, AGE 98

She Helped Found Church 60 Ysars Ago

60th Anniversary Slated

The manth of Navembher has

Now 98 years ofd Mrs Sandberg

heen a1 asde hy members of {1y 1 good health, and divides hey
Glorla Der Luheran Church for jtime wibh her daughters, Mrs
events amed al making special [Eveit Johnson and Mrs  Andrew

remembrances al the ¢hurch's 80-' Backman, both of Olympia

year hisiory

cinbee is Olof Skoog. Serving on
his commitice wre

and

|Mys Fred Matisan, Oregon
General chalrmac during Nav- |

“- o

D ls the symbo! during Novem

Lieutenant | Per for dedscation ot the church t

Lew Clles, wha s in ch oftThree D Days are planned for
m,".u:,m Opsata, Pﬂ.ﬁ:“)’i Sunday. Monday and Tuesdap ev-
Mrs. Arooid Koatemen, chief hos- | SPIRE™

tess; Mrs. Roy Carlson. dinner ar-
rangements, asd Marvin Lofiness,
vistiatisn.

A sixtieth anniversary celebra-’ -

tion will be held Sunday, starling
al five a'clock, in the chureh The
special Swodish seryice will be
conducted by the Heverend E
Arthur Larson, Tacoma,

The Reverend Mr Larson has
served ap Interim pastor maby
times at Glorla Dei Church. Also
participating In the service will be
Dr. Carl A, V. Lund, Stanwood.
He strved p3 assistant pastor of
the ‘church for a perod of three
yenrs,

- & w

Sunday's sepvice will be In hon-
or of a small number of Swodich:
speaking immigrants who banded
tegether 1o rrorganize the congre-
pabioh on Seplember 20, 1905 Mrs
Touise Sandberg. the onlv lizunp
charter member of the ebich, will
he piesent ot The service

the “sweet - smelling * The aif 1t
wan  aowd,  originated  hom  the

INF TNIT OFTEN

aclual sepnichre of the sawmt

=
4

|

Starting at seven o'clock each
cvepang, a dumer wall be held
Members of the chureh will attend

OLOF SKOOG
aceording Lo alpbabeinal group-
mgs

¥ach dinper meeling will include
a boef program, featucng devo-
tions. n musical qumber and other

presentationy,
The Reverend Arthur 1 Ander-
son.  chiirch  paslor, Athotiness

thai Atild Kotlenen will be mas-

Argentine Anglican

Bishop Wl Visit

Here Monday Night

The Right Reverend Cyril James
Tucker, Anglican bishop of Ar
gentina, will yisit St John's Church
Monday evemng. He will cele
brate & five-thirty o'clock service
of Holy Communion and speak at
& meelmg Marting at seven-thirty
o'clock He is visiting as 8 guest
of Olympia Episcopalisns and the
Epistopal Morese of Olvmpa
"Bishep Tucker was copsecraied
Bisbop of Argentina and Fasiero
South America en October 18
1983 Iz Wesiminsier Abbev. In
early 1964, he bagan bis work |n a
diocese whick Inchudes Argentina,
Uruguay, the Falkland [slands and
the Rritish Antarctic Territeries,
with il sector down to the Bouth
Pole,

Bishop Tucker was barn in 19§11
and educated st Highgale School
and $1 Catherine s College, Cam-
bridge. praduaiing wih a Mas
ter's degree in hislory. econpraics
and social sciences He later stud-
ted theology at Ridley Hall, Cam-
bridue

After s oudinstion fie worked
m S Paul's Cthedral m Londons
Fast End aod w.s prinanh con-
cermed with the Chureh » mmsiy
1o seulth This led o s appoinls
ment as Seoretaey for Yaath

wide, wirrdenomiational erpas-
1zatn With the aulhreal of World
War Twoe he was commisswned
chaplam 0 the Roral Air Foere
and g el s seular chaplam w
the Far tast resulied w thiee apd
a hall years 1n Japarcse POW
camps

Blahop Tucker's work with voulh
conlinoed miler the war when he
beeame  warden  of  Monmouth
School and later Chaplain of Wad-
ham Collepe, Orfard. In 1957 be
returned to Cambridge as Vivar of
{Haly Telnlty, and Tound whle pas.
“toral experience In one af Fong
land's masi netable parishes. Jang
| assoclated with the evangelistic
'sutreach of the Church In 1563
the Archbishop of Canierbury ap.
pointed him to hly present pasi-
imn.

The Bishop s married and has
three children. His son ts 2 recent

(1 oy

Tumwaler Church
Seis Coffee Hour

A coffee hour In the Wesleyan
Room will follew the regular serv-
ice Supdsy by Tumwater Metho.
dist Church. Religous  symbals
studied recently by jumlor cvurch
members wilt be on display Nam-
ed greeters for 1his Supday are
Mr and Mrs Melvin DeBoer,

The amoking withdrawal group
will meet in the home of Willlam
Crabill at three o'clock Sunday al-
ternoon. The Reverend D Eyf
Shietds will lead the diseussion

Alse on Sunday, visitations are
plannet for securmg budpet
pledges for the cotning year. They
will be led by Lysle Parsons {rom

eight o'clock at mpht

Sarah Ruth Clrele will meel
Wednesday morning at nine-thirdy
a'clock in the home of Mry. George
BHgham, Mrs. Brigham will be
ip charge of devollons. Refresh-:

business sesshon,

The Daumy Gircle will mos e
the home of Mrx Ray Gimer at
one a'rlock Wednesday afiernoon

Woirk of the Bible Saciety a wmld |

The hostess wilb Jead develions
anl serve pelieshments

s ehoir pracice will be
edd o he chureh Wednesday ev
g et sesen fltees pand ooy
oy e widdack Mo Aabiay
Fletehier will duect
© Recenth the Men's Giop of

the chuich held 4 bscaklust |
Gemge Rogham aled as o
“man. Later, a dicnsaon centered
lareund the 1ppue 1tled Relevans . -
the Chunch and Sotial Taues

A spook bowse i the parwn
agr haxement was the Mghlight of -
A Hallowees parts Beld by mem.)
bers of lunlor Methodint Fellow-}
Bip, Chest guides were Phislip!
Rhodes, Linda Pare, Wavne'
Rhodes snd Paul Wilsan. Laier,
devotions were lellawed by bob-
ting for apples and pames. Re-
freshittcnin were served. In chargs
of decoratlons were Cathy Pace,
Pam Leanard and Rohin Shields; '
:'""d' ¥ince Rvinod and Lee Toler *
{The parly was atiended by Phil-|
Jlip fikodrs and LaVerne Sargeant,
i conndilara,

! graduate of Oxford and is leach-
'ing m Bucnos Ares.

102
Church Ot God
Plans Rally ~ ito

The youth from the varinus
Church of God Congregations in

Western Washingion will parm-l-;"\
pate i a callv st the Olvmpra.

Lacey Church of God in Larey,
Saturday morming, begnming -

alternoon. Aboul 400 vouilis are'
expecied Lo atiend

The

Wi

Withe

hot

ardvar
Lram

Das
winc-thirty o'clack, Moetigs wl ,04¢h
last unbil 4iree-thicty o vlock n the @ %I

e
ait

Mr Hosard Buswee, Portland | W
who 18 Lhe founder of Yuuth ad. (" 1!
venture Incorporated, will be the 'O
featured speaker, Dave Daugher *™

‘The youth of the Ol mpna Lai oy
Church af God il e chirge af
the Sunday mighi service nn N
vemher 28, sartnp Al “Len
o'clack Officers of the local youths

well counsellars Tewis Mellioy
preseiemt. Martha Malihens aier
presdem and Tom Rugers seuge-
1ArY ireasurer,

I ather chuich news 1he Rey '
erend and Mrs Oakles M
messnat s oty Propgdad W
ke wall he picsls Sy of
the chanelt He o wld speah ar the
vlesen adkek mmromg senve and
addie gt the evemng sevee,

Prosently, the Beverend My
Miller i dirsetor of the socaional
depatisent of the West Tndies R
Ble Tasinwe She 15 a weacher at
the mazute The puhlie v apvited
10 the sosies Sundmy !

.
!

Treland as hoth & miimom ind,
4 Meuanrain xee [oe drving - 21
and 60, respetinely

e |

Chrysanthemums
P i
ALL COLORS
CGT DAILY
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Smith's Greenhouse

201N Bivrd. Rood $52-1718 |

1. New Turbo-Jet V8's
The mesL advanced

means
remarkably

cubic-incher with 300

7

V8

going is now avaiable in
three versions. Which
you can order a
effigrent
396 cubic-incher that
develops 325 hp. Or a
remarkably efficient 427

hp

ENRIC

WAY!

three o'clock 10 the alternoon until [ty {rom Warner Pacifie Collepe V5
‘i Portiand wiil direet the musie, ™9
l‘l‘.l

new |

Fn

i

meots will be served. A workshop'arganization are — Uenms Rnes "™F
on bazsar srticles will follow the director; Mr. and s Faj) Tr. 15



Ja BA

i
3%

ALL —
k 1o the T,
norl

ance

marrisge -
iade in the of
” 1 County audi
H tor Gels, 3508
Edith Lucille
dtrest; Dvnnly
117 Lacrel.
lia Ann Jucob-
n.cnue
Smith, Roule
1 Donlla Ellza-
Four (Box 583
Simmgons, Dan-
o_t'url E Ash
Bﬂ M Wil
™ ps, Forl Lewis,
bn Jurvls, 3314

B Mronwell. M

nexs S¢

orations in the obove S
, general chalrman, and Vol Rlneburr club pres

Marriage Licenses
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Y Street, Tumwstdt, Gavy D |Way: Michael W. Nosid, Aber
Bwart, Wapaww, and Joyce A |deen, wnd Judith A, Cosper, Aber
Ward, Rovle One 1Box 140); Ber-|deen; Roy
nard Leroy Kefler, Raute Sevenand Nota Margaret Donshue, 712
{Box 789!, and Diatna Leigh Elder, | North Shith Street, Shelton, and
floate Seven (Box TH! Lagsiles, Fort Law.

Herol Yales, Olympia, and|ls. ond Treva Rogery. 1308 Gleasn
Vera C Johnson, Route Ten {Box
5831, Liewellyn A Leww, Tacoma,
and lola E Snodgrass, Rmunier,
Frank § Thomas Hoquiam, and

and Virgloin Dell Pace, 1014 Lake
Terrace Drive, Tumwaler: David
'yn- ) Jablonski, Washingion, D, €, and
North  Puged | Wiebke Mazeck, Berlln, Germany:
hards, Tleum Gntr Floyd Bryon, Centralis, and

r:ton -Mason County Shrine Club rmmbnm and their

ng, 13, for a semi-
ng Wolter Hogon, porentate of Afih Shrine Templs, Tacoma. A
1get under way ar eight-thiety eclock, foll
walve-thirty to the mfic of Duck Bain's Starlighters. Checki
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1
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MADE FROM YOUR
FAVORITE NEGATIVE

Y Olympla Chapter af the A
of the United States Apmy. '

Hicks, » former Purce Caunty |
wsuperior cour wdge, & &4 mem-
ber of the Armed Services Com-
mittes in the House of Rapresents
tlves More than 1000 members of
ihe assoclston urs expetled to
hear the congreasraan speak i the
fort's Jensen Cymnasium.

FAGLES AUXILIARY
An Esgies  Auxlary officen
meeting and games party,
uled [hiy Tueadsy night, has been
canceled bocause of the wisit to
Shelten of the mate president,
Morls Christlansen. Olympians in-
terested In milending the Shelton
program are aked to nﬂ.« lt
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ANOTHER 48 HOURS A
‘EM OUT OR ELSE.:.SAVE! S WVEL N

COLORS
W BACK
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NYLON

PET

eed or Pln
1 Wall 10 Wall
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Quality
LON PILE

Guarontee -—
Choose From -
Ower Hagyy

tla Po,

ORIB MATTRESS

Reg. 1195
43-Hour Sale

4" FOAM

& ¥Yr Size

$34s

P I T

THIS COUPON GGOD' FO&;

$25.00IN MERCHANDISE
ON ANY PURCHASE OF $200.00
OR OVER DURING THIS
FINAL 48 HOUR WEEK.LONG SALE—
GOOD oMLY N FURMITURE DEPT.
1Ceh Vmlen \riiel

Veiasticrace < |
LINOLEUM
RUGS

43-Hour Suh$548

I'U\CE ORDERS NOWI

+SER MART »

CAMERA AND JEWELRY

DAYS”, NOVEMBER 7, 8 OR 9, AT 7 PM

(Please make reservations ~— nd-fickets or edmii g
Thote members who cannot be present will beagadvm
our *Advance” program by personal visitatidn, ‘A mod‘

the future Gloria Def Sanctuary and Facilities will ba’
shown at the "D-Day” dinners.

REG. 189.50

FOAM SLEEPERS

Nylon Covers
Complete With

_ 48-HOUR $‘| 3 9

SAVE

UP TO 50%

DIAL 943.1703

ngI.EASE HELP Us'
'MOVE THIS STUFF,
WE'RE IN A TIGHT
~ SQUEEZE —

CHAIRS

Spring Filled Mattress SALE @ SOFAS Fg:;:? .
:-_3 @ DIVAN SETS 312 con
W O o nuN @ % @ SLEEPERS MATTRESS
BRINGING YOU - | @ MATTRES
MORE MERCHANDISE | o tamps SES wiTH 80X sruinG
H
FOR LESS MONEY @BED SUITES | oY otarore.
e . ® DINETTES BOTH PIECES
FAMOUS ENGLANDER
. HOTEL - MOTEL THE SET ::Eocé':(':::s 8 34743
MATTRESS & BOX SETS $84 T on 5
OF GENUINE LATEX RUBBER FOAM — P s etc. T™IN sizg
@ STOREWIDE SAVINGS @ FINE HIGH BaCK
RECLINER

"Week-End

~ ALLEY OOP

AN IF T CATCH YOU PLAVIN
TIPPLYWINKS. AGAIN, T'1L
'I'HROW‘rOU IN T’ CDOLE'R
WHOLE BUNCH OF YOL!

3

MORTY MEEKLE

THIS 16 Y2 LAST CHANCE TO JOIN THE
FRRIENDSHIPCLIB. WEAEE\I'TTAKING
ANY MORE APPLICK

ola

CRBLLY 6 1965 by NEA, tas. T.M. as. US P €

SHORT RIBS

CHELL MAKE A GREAT
'TPIDPH‘/ &oop LUCK 4
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Glorla  Del Lutheran Clhurch
members now celebrating the six-
tieth anniversary of the founding
of their chureh, are looking ahead
to a $258,000 expansion project.

Glaria Del is located at 1501
Harrison Avenue West, near
Harremon Avemue's Interseetion
with Perry and Thomas Streets, A
model of the new buildings plan-
ned is shown In the ahove Daily
Mympian photo.

Fxpansion pluns call for ereet-
Ing a pew church sanctuary, par-
allel  wilth “l‘{omnn Qiréet, und
transforining the present anunetu.
wy Inte an educational unll for
clazsroom  and  assembly room
space.

As sel out, the present offiee
complea woull e convertad  inlo
a mursery sren, doubling the pres-
ent space for educational facil-
ties.

A buffer huilding nrea between
the existing building und a new
sanctuary would conlain a lounge
Ilhrary, church offices, wash room
Ineiliien pod o gurden courd,

Arnolid! Houlonen ls ehalrmnn of
the Long-Range Hicerlng Commit-
teo plannlog {(he expanslon work.
Members of hls group are Douald
Mansen, CGrorge DPhllllps, Woosld
Hholund and (Mof Skoog,
falorla’ Def Lutheran Church way

%

i

Church at a mecting held in St
John's Episcopal Church., Twenty-
mine persons, nearly il horn
Finland,  siped nip as  chorler
members, Mrs. Louise Sancberg
now 9% 15 the only living member
of the charter grougs.

Neglning church services were
held in private homes. It was nal
untll December 26, 197, that mem-
bers bought a lot tor n church af
Fifth Avanue and Adams Sireel,
The cosl was 3700,

In 19509 the congregation pur-
chised  the okl Preshylerian
Chureh Innlding then located ot
the present site of the Sears-lowe-
buck and Company slore at 804
Franklin Street.

The butding, ereeted fu 1462 and
regurded aow nn the oldest ol el
hullding sl lo ure I Washiuglon,
was moved (o the Adams Street
locatlon and remodeled by Swed-
ish Flnnlsh Lutherin Church mem-
bers, (The Sulvation Army bought
the church fn 1950 mdd wtlll uses
1t todny.)

Menbty chonged e npene of
thele churely at one llme Lo Balhes
tn, and in 1935 decided on ils
present neme, Gloria Def {meanlng
Glory {0 God),

The present church bullding ot
1tarcison Avenuo and I'erry Sireet
was dedicated on Sunday, April
15, 1951, It wad conatrucled at &

Luthernn

the  Swellyh-Finnish

N

cost of lens than $150,000, Tilding

Gloria Dei Plans Expnsion

.7
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was supervised al time by a com-
neittee composed of Iy John W
Umy, chuwrman, 1. F. Skuop, Krick
Berggmst, M. A Lindeblom, Amor
Backman and the then pastor,
Richard JJ. Mangea. .

Senior Methodist Youth Fellimy-
ship members of the Tamwaler
Methudist Clanel fraveled tecent-
Iy to Seattle to view the film, The
Restless Ones The youths lefl af-
ter clureh services and 0 luneh-
can, They were necampannsd  hy
My, aml ATty Pen Willtts, Mis
Gresham Pace, Mrs. Hope Well-
man and the Heverend and Mes
N B Shields
Ngomi Chele membets aonoungce
that they have a framed quilt in
the home of Mrs |d Lohrengel,
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The Gloria Dei Organ
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia WA

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church came upon a soot-laden gem in 1993, while searching for a used console to
refurbish as a replacement for the failing 1951-vintage console of its pipe organ. It was an entire three-
manual pipe organ built by Casavant Freres (Opus 935, 1922) incorporating an organ by Hook &
Hastings (Opus 1557, 1890), and still in playable condition. To our good fortune, this instrument located
in Detroit, Michigan, had not been modified in nearly 60 years, since the Wicks Organ Company
supplied new windchests (Opus 1336, 1935). It had stood virtually untouched for nearly 20 years, after
the building was purchased by a church body with different musical tastes. After Gloria Dei Music
Director Robert Pendergrast inspected the instrument and Gloria Dei member Marvin Schurke worked
out the design, a decision was made to purchase the organ for reinstallation at Gloria Dei. Thus, the
console, the casework and the majority of the pipes in the new Gloria Dei instrument are an "organ
transplant"”.

A truckload of organ parts arrived from Detroit on December 28, 1993, and a multi-purpose room was
converted into an erecting hall for the new organ. The Casavant terraced-drawknob console was rebuilt
with solid-state electronics, and all of the windchests were rewired to conform to the Uniform Electrical
Code. Gloria Dei's previous pipe organ breathed its last on Easter Sunday of 1994, and was dismantled
the next day. New platforms were built in the rear comners of the sanctuary to support the cases enclosing
the Swell Organ and Choir Organ, and a "bridge" was built between the enclosures (over the balcony
stairwells) to support the exposed pipework of the Great Organ. The Pedal Organ pipes are divided to
the sides, and behind the Great Organ.

The work of Tacoma organbuilder Michael Gardner (Opus 5) was supported by dozens of Gloria Dei
members who volunteered to wash pipes and woodwork, rewire windchests, construct the new structures
and chambers, refinish woodwork, move tons of organ parts, solder wires, paint pipes, and complete a
myriad of other tasks. Particular acknowledgment went to Paul Olson, Andy Opsata, Robert
Pendergrast, George Phillips, Marvin Schurke, Paul Schurke, Jeffrey Sprengel, Ron Tallman, John
Vatshell, and Rey Wicklund, who together volunteered nearly 8000 hours on the project.

The 60-stop instrument contains 3,600 pipes, including a real 32' rank. The organ is versatile, with stops
appropriate for playing compositions from the Baroque and Romantic periods alike. The Casavant
ensemble accounts for about 60% of the instrument, including the principal chorus of the Great Organ
and virtually the entire Swell Organ, and forms the base on which the rest of the instrument is voiced.
About 30% of the pipes were imported from Holland in 1968 and 1981, for enlargements of the previous
Gloria Dei organ by Balcom & Vaughan Pipe Organs, Inc. The remaining 10% of the pipes are from
other sources, including an organ attributed to William Schuelke of Milwaukee, Wisconsin (Opus 77,
19107) when purchased in the 1930's as the first pipe organ at Glona Dei.

Regular use of the "new" organ commenced on Christmas Eve of 1994, and four dedicatory recitals
were presented in 1995. The series was led off by Olympia-native and AGO Young Artists Competition
winner Douglas Cleveland, who returned to the church where he made his first public appearance as an
organist. Three "Builder's Recitals" followed, presented by Michael Gardner, Robert Pendergrast, and
Jeffrey Sprengel. Finishing touches on the organ were completed in 1998,

Photos

http://www.eskimo.com/~sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm 8/23/2002
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Facade: The organ fills the width of the church, to the rear and sides of the balcony. As seen in this
photograph and in the Swell Side and Choir Side photographs, the (working) facade pipes in front of the
Swell Organ and Choir Organ enclosures were mounted in sets of three, repeating the Holy Trinity
twelve times (once for each disciple).

http://www.eskimo.com/~sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm 8/23/2002
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Swell Side: With the camera flash projecting light in the otherwise-dark "cave", the pipes of the 16'
BOMBARDE can be seen in this photograph, hiding behind the Great Organ pipes on the central bridge

structure.

http://www.eskimo.com/~sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm 8/23/2002
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Choir Side: Similarly, the camera flash in this photograph permits seeing the otherwise-obscured tops of
the Great Organ 8' VIOLA DA GAMBA, hiding behind the Great Organ.

http://www.eskimo.com/~sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm 8/23/2002
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Console: The three-manual Casavant tiered-drawknob console is on casters. It can be moved to the side
when a piano is used to accompany the choir, or rotated a quarter-turn so the organist can see the
chancel without depending on mirrors.

Specification of the Organ in Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church, Olympia WA

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia WA.
BUILDER: MICHAEL GARDNER (OPUS 5, 1995), including complete ranks by:

= Hook & Hastings, Boston, Mass. (Opus 1557, 1890)

CF = Casavant Freres, Lte., St. Hyacinthe, Quebec (Opus 935, 1922)
JS = Jacques Stinkins Orgelpijpenmakers, B.V, Holland (1968 and 1981)
TA = Thomas Anderson, Boston, Mass. (1981)

GREAT ORGAN

16" DIAPASON 61 pipes

8' MONTRE 61 pipes CF
8' PRINCIPAL 61 pipes JS
8! VIOLA DA GAMBA 61 pipes CF

http://www.eskimo.com/~sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm 8/23/2002
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8'
8'
4!
4'
2-2/3"
2!

BI'
Bl’
4!

DOPPELFLUTE

MELODIA

OCTAVE

ROHRFLUTE

TWELFTH

DOUBLETTE

MIXTURE III (1-3/5')
MIXTURE IV (2')
TROMPETTE (ext. Pedal B8'}
TRUMPET

CLAIRON (ext. 8' Trumpet)

CHOIR ORGAN (under expression)

BI
Bl
8|
BI
BI
BI
4'
4'
2-2/3"
2!
21
1-3/5!

8!
8!

GEIGEN PRINCIPAL
VIOLA DA GAMBA

VOIX CELESTE (tc)
UNDA MARIS II
QUINTADENA

GEDECKT

PRINCIPAL

FLUTE D'AMOR

NASAT

PRINCIPAL (ext. 41')
KOPPELFLUTE

TIERCE

MIXTURE III-IV {1'}
FRENCH HORN
CLARINET

TREMULANT

SWELL ORGAN {(under expression)

16’
a!
8!
g
g
g
A4t
4'
4'
2
1-1/3"

Bl
8|
Bl

BOURDON

DIAPASON

STOPPED DIAPASON
SALICIONAL

VOIX CELESTE (tc)
AECLINE

OCTAVE

VIOLIN

HARMONIC FLUTE
FLACHFLUTE
LARIGOT

CORNET III (2-2/3')
TROMPET

OBOE

VOX HUMANA
TREMULANT

PEDAL QORGAN

32¢
16"
16!
16"
16!
al
8l
8‘
4'

16!

CONTRE BOURDON

PRINCIPAL

DULCIANA

BOURDON

BOURDON (Sw)

OCTAVE (ext. 16' Principal}
FLUTE

DOLCE (ext. 16' Dulciana)
OCTAVE

FOURNITURE IV

BOMEARDE

http://www.eskimo.com/~sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm

6l
61
61
61
61
61
183
232
19
61
12

61
61
49
122
61
6l
61
61
61
12
61
61
232
73
73

61
61
61
61
49
61
61
61
61
61
61
183
61
73
61

30
30
30
30

Pipes
Pipes
pipes
Pipes
pipes
Pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes

pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pPipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes

pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes

pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes

Duplex

12
24
12
30
84
30

pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes
pipes

JS

Js
Js

CF
CF

Js
Js
Js
JS

JS
CF

CF

Js

JS

CF
JS

TA

CF

TA

CF
TA

Js
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The Gloria Dei Organ
8! TROMPETTE (ext. 16'} 12 pipes Js
8! HAUTBOIS (Sw) Duplex
4’ CLAIRON (ext. 16') 12 pipes S
4! HAUTBOIS (Sw) Duplex

Totals: 3,600 pipes;
62 ranks (speaking as 64 ranks due to design of Pedal mixture).

* The Pedal 32' Contre Bourdon [Hook & Hastings (1-12), Kimball (13-30)]
and 8!' Flute [Kimball {1-20}, Anderson {(21-30)] share six Kimball

pipes.

Information submitted by Marvin L. Schurke. For corrections contact Steve Fox.

Back to the Seattle Area Pipe Organ Scene home page.
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