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Historic Property Inventory Report for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church at 1515 Harrison Ave NW Olvmpia, WA 98502 SCAN NUMBER: 2110

I Asphalt I Composition - Built Up

Roof Material Roof TypeCladding

I BOck - Common Bond I Concrete - POured

Foundation
I Varied Roof Woes

INARRA TIVE SECTION DateOf Construction: 1951 1967

Architect: Decker & Anderson" Grant Copeland & Chervena Engineer: Builder:

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or loeal):

Study Unit Other Statement of SignificancIArcbitec\ure/Laodscape Archileclure

&ligjQn

Organized on September 20, 1905, as the Swedish-Finnish Lutheran Church, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is the
oldest Lutheran congregation in Olympia. In 1921 the name was changed to the Evangelical Lutheran Bethesda
Church. In 1931, the congregation adopted an all-English program. In 1934 the name was again changed, this time
to the Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church. In 1951 the congregation decided to move out of downtown Olympia,
to the then developing suburbs of the west side. The congregation hired Ralph Decker and Emil Anderson to design
a simple, yet modem sanctuary. By 1967, the congregation had outgrown its small space and a new office wing and
sanctuary were built. The finn of Grant. Copeland & Chervenak from Seattle designed the new sanctuary.

Description of
Physical
Appearance

Situated on just south of Harrison Avenue between Thomas and Perry, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is a sprawling complex of brick structures which was built over a 15 year period.
The initial 1951 church is of brick construction and faces Perry. This building is typical of church designs in the 1950s and show minimal exterior decoration, which is limited to the
massing of the building and entry porch columns. The 1967 Sanctuary space and garden room were designed by the Seattle Finn of Grant, Copeland & Cherenak, with Robert
Chervenak as the main designer. The sanctuary has a traditional Latin cross footprint but is softened by rounded corner, stain glass windows set in concrete and brick exterior walls.
The spire was removed from the 1951 sanctuary and installed on this structure when it was completed. Artist Ernest Schwidder from Edmonds designed and built the interior
furnishings.
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (1951) ~ (CjCo7
"60th Anniversary Slated," Daily Olympian, November 5, 1965, p. 9

Features photograph of Mrs. Louise Sandberg, age 98, who helped found church 60 years ago

"Gloria Dei Plans Expansion," Daily Olympian, November 19, 1965, p. 7

Present church building at Harrison and Perry dedicated Sunday, April 15, 1951
Constructed at a cost of less than $150,000
Church members volunteered to work some 4300 hours in erecting the church

State Capitol Museum Daily Olympia photo collection:

Negative identified as "Gloria Dei Church construction 8/111967"
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The Gloria Dei Organ
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia W A
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church came upon a soot-laden gem in 1993, while searching for a used console to
refurbish as a replacement for the failing I951-vintage console of its pipe organ. Itwas an entire three-
manual pipe organ built by Casavant Freres (Opus 935, 1922) incorporating an organ by Hook &
Hastings (Opus 1557, 1890), and still in playable condition. To our good fortune, this instrument located
in Detroit, Michigan, had not been modified in nearly 60 years, since the Wicks Organ Company
supplied new windchests (Opus 1336, 1935). It had stood virtually untouched for nearly 20 years, after
the building was purchased by a church body with different musical tastes. After Gloria Dei Music
Director Robert Pendergrast inspected the instrument and Gloria Dei member Marvin Schurke worked
out the design, a decision was made to purchase the organ for reinstallation at Gloria Dei. Thus, the
console, the casework and the majority of the pipes in the new Gloria Dei instrument are an "organ
transplant" .

A truckload of organ parts arrived from Detroit on December 28, 1993, and a multi-purpose room was
converted into an erecting hall for the new organ. The Casavant terraced-drawknob console was rebuilt
with solid-state electronics, and all of the windchests were rewired to conform to the Uniform Electrical
Code. Gloria Dei's previous pipe organ breathed its last on Easter Sunday of 1994, and was dismantled
the next day. New platforms were built in the rear comers of the sanctuary to support the cases enclosing
the Swell Organ and Choir Organ, and a "bridge" was built between the enclosures (over the balcony
stairwells) to support the exposed pipework of the Great Organ. The Pedal Organ pipes are divided to
the sides, and behind the Great Organ.

The work of Tacoma organbuilder Michael Gardner (Opus 5) was supported by dozens of Gloria Dei
members who volunteered to wash pipes and woodwork, rewire windchests, construct the new structures
and chambers, refinish woodwork, move tons of organ parts, solder wires, paint pipes, and complete a
myriad of other tasks. Particular acknowledgment went to Paul Olson, Andy Opsata, Robert
Pendergrast, George Phillips, Marvin Schurke, Paul Schurke, Jeffrey Sprengel, Ron Tallman, John
Vatshell, and Rey Wicklund, who together volunteered nearly 8000 hours on the project.

The 60-stop instrument contains 3,600 pipes, including a real 32' rank. The organ is versatile, with stops
appropriate for playing compositions from the Baroque and Romantic periods alike. The Casavant
ensemble accounts for about 60% of the instrument, including the principal chorus of the Great Organ
and virtually the entire Swell Organ, and forms the base on which the rest of the instrument is voiced.
About 30% of the pipes were imported from Holland in 1968 and 1981, for enlargements of the previous
Gloria Dei organ by Balcom & Vaughan Pipe Organs, Inc. The remaining 10% of the pipes are from
other sources, including an organ attributed to William Schuelke of Milwaukee, Wisconsin (Opus ??,
1910?) when purchased in the 1930's as the first pipe organ at Gloria Dei.

Regular use of the "new" organ commenced on Christmas Eve of 1994, and four dedicatory recitals
were presented in 1995. The series was led offby Olympia-native and AGO Young Artists Competition
winner Douglas Cleveland, who returned to the church where he made his first public appearance as an
organist. Three "Builder's Recitals" followed, presented by Michael Gardner, Robert Pendergrast, and
Jeffrey Sprengel. Finishing touches on the organ were completed in 1998.

Photos

http://www.eskimo.com/-sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htrn 8/23/2002
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Facade: The organ fills the width of the church, to the rear and sides of the balcony. As seen in this
photograph and in the Swell Side and Choir Side photographs, the (working) facade pipes in front of the
Swell Organ and Choir Organ enclosures were mounted in sets of three, repeating the Holy Trinity
twelve times (once for each disciple).

http://wyvw.eskimo.coml~sfoxiORGANS/gloria.htm 8/2312002
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Swell Side: With the camera flash projecting light in the otherwise-dark "cave", the pipes of the 16'
BOMBARDE can be seen in this photograph, hiding behind the Great Organ pipes on the central bridge
structure.

http://www.eskimo.coml~sfoxJORGANS/gloria.htm 8123/2002
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Choir Side: Similarly, the camera flash in this photograph permits seeing the otherwise-obscured tops of
the Great Organ 8' VIOLA DA GAMBA, hiding behind the Great Organ.

http~llwww.eskimo.coml~sfoxiORGANS/g1oria.htm 8/2312002
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Console: The three-manual Casavant tiered-drawknob console is on casters. It can be moved to the side
when a piano is used to accompany the choir, or rotated a quarter-turn so the organist can see the
chancel without depending on mirrors.

Specification of the Organ in Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church, Olympia WA
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia WA.

BUILDER: MICHAEL GARDNER (OPUS 5, 1995), including complete ranks by:

Hook & Hastings, Boston, Mass. (Opus 1557, 1890)

CF Casavant Freres, Lte., St. Hyacinthe, Quebec (Opus 935, 1922)
JS Jacques Stinkins Orgelpijpenmakers, B.V, Holland (1968 and 1981)
TA Thomas Anderson, Boston, Mass. (1981)

GREAT ORGAN
16'
8'
8'
8'

61 pipes
61 pipes
61 pipes
61 pipes

CF
JS
CF

DIAPASON
MONTRE
PRINCIPAL
VIOLA DA GAMBA

http://www.eskimo.coml~sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm 8/23/2002
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" 8' DOPPELFLUTE 61 pipes
8' MELODIA 61 pipes

0"4' OCTAVE 61 pipes
4' ROHRFLUTE 61 pipes JS /'("\
2-2/3' TWELFTH 61 pipes t--I2' DOUBLETTE 61 pipes

MIXTURE III (1-3/5') 183 pipes <::)
MIXTURE IV (2') 232 pipes JS N8' TROMPETTE (ext. Pedal 8') 19 pipes JS

8' TRUMPET 61 pipes
4' CLAIRON (ext. 8' Trumpet) 12 pipes

CHOIR ORGAN (under expression)
8' GEIGEN PRINCIPAL 61 pipes
8' VIOLA DA GAMBA 61 pipes
8' VOIX CELESTE (te) 49 pipes
8' UNDA MARIS II 122 pipes & CF
8' QUINTADENA 61 pipes CF
8' GEDECKT 61 pipes
4' PRINCIPAL 61 pipes JS
4' FLUTE D'AMOR 61 pipes
2-2/3' NASAT 61 pipes JS
2' PRINCIPAL (ext. 4') 12 pipes
2' KOPPELFLUTE 61 pipes JS
1-3/5' TIERCE 61 pipes JS

MIXTURE III-IV (1') 232 pipes JS
8' FRENCH HORN 73 pipes CF
8' CLARINET 73 pipes

TREMULANT

SWELL ORGAN (under expression)
16' BOURDON 61 pipes
8' DIAPASON 61 pipes
8' STOPPED DIAPASON 61 pipes
8' SALICIONAL 61 pipes
8' VOIX CELESTE (te) 49 pipes CF
8' AEOLINE 61 pipes
4' OCTAVE 61 pipes JS
4' VIOLIN 61 pipes
4' HARMONIC FLUTE 61 pipes
2' FLACHFLUTE 61 pipes JS
1-1/3' LARIGOT 61 pipes

CORNET III (2-2/3') 183 pipes & CF
8' TROMPET 61 pipes JS
8' OBOE 73 pipes
8' VOX HUMANA 61 pipes

TREMULANT

PEDAL ORGAN
32' CONTRE BOURDON 30 pipes *
16' PRINCIPAL 30 pipes TA
16' DULCIANA 30 pipes CF
16' BOURDON 30 pipes
16' BOURDON (Sw) Duplex
8' OCTAVE (ext. 16' Principal) 12 pipes TA
8' FLUTE 24 pipes *
8' DOLCE (ext. 16' Dulciana) 12 pipes CF
4' OCTAVE 30 pipes TA

FOURNlTURE IV 84 pipes
16' BOMBARDE 30 pipes JS

http://www.eskimo.com/-sfox/ORGANS/gloria.htm 8/23/2002
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.. .
8'
8'
4'
4'

TROMPETTE (ext. 16')
HAUTBOIS (Sw)
CLAIRON (ext. 16')
HAUTBOIS (Sw)

12 pipes
Duplex
12 pipes
Duplex

JS

JS

Totals: 3,600 pipes;
62 ranks (speaking as 64 ranks due to design of Pedal mixture) .

• The Pedal 32' Contre Bourdon [Hook & Hastings (1-12), Kimball (13-30)J
and 8' Flute [Kimball (1-20), Anderson (21-30)J share six Kimball
pipes.

Information submitted by Marvin L. Schurke. For corrections contact Steve Fox.

http://www.eskimo.com!-sfoxiORGANS/g!oria.htm

Page 70f7

,. '\,

')

8/2312002

http://www.eskimo.com!-sfoxiORGANS/g!oria.htm

