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IT'S 1 972 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

2) JOYCE SIMMONS CHEEKA (Jan 31. 1901 Mud Bay - July 1974 Olympia) 
For Joyce Cheeka's ancestors, who did not have a 

written language, knowledge was passed on through stories 
and recollections told by a chosen member of the tribe called 
"The Rememberer." Like her grandfather, Mud Bay Sam, Joyce 
was chosen to be 'The Rememberer" for the Squaxin Tribe. In 
1964 she co-wrote her life stories with a children's 
dramatist named Werdna Finley. From Joyce's book, titled 
"As My Sun Now Sets, 11 excerpts were taken and turned into a 
play, which was performed at the Seattle Children's Theater in March of 
1994. Today, The Rememberer is presented in schools across the nation. 

When Joyce was ten she was forcibly taken from her home and put in 
a government boarding school. School officials tried to "help her blend 
into society" by forbidding her to use her native customs or language. But 
Joyce refused to let her spirit be broken, and through this experience, she 
learned that she could make friends in different societies and serve as a 
bridge between them. Joyce attended Willamette University, and later 
returned to Washington to assist ethnologists studying Native American 
customs. 

Her marriage to Ernest Cheeka, a member of the Makah Tribe, took 
her to Neah Bay for a number of years. During this time she organized an 
Indian shell jewelry business, gave lectures, and with her children, 
performed traditional Makah dances. 

Later, Joyce became a lecturer and professor at the University of 
Washington in Salish languages. Many remember her as an exceptional 
speaker who always added an element of humor to her talks. She returned 
to Olympia in 1958, and later lived near Lincoln School, in a house that the 
family still occupies today. Joyce was active in the YWCA , the Senior 
Center and the Soroptomist Club which named her "State Mother of the 
Year" in 1965. She also worked as a consultant at The Evergreen State 
College in the early days when they were developing their Native American 
Studies program. Today, a scholarship in her name helps Indian students. 

Joyce once explained her philosophy as follows: "Each day is a gift. 
And to waste that day is inexcusable. Account for yourself. Be useful." 

Joyce's son Cecil remembers that his mother always had a table set 
up by the window, and each morning she would get up early and complete a 
beaded necklace at the table. That necklace was a small but important 
start to a useful and purposeful day. 
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IT'S 1 972 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

1) ESTHER R. KNOX (Jan 23. 1907 South Dakota - Oct 1 5. 1989 Olympia) 
"Is it good for the kids?" That was the question Esther fl ... ;,-

t 
Knox always asked herself when confronted with a tough · 
decision regarding education. 

Esther attended Pullman High School and then graduated 
from Washington State University. She taught high school 
Social Studies in Montana, Wyoming and Idaho, and became 
a high school principal for a time. In 1942, Esther and her 
husband arrived in Olympia where they decided to put down 
roots and raise their family. Esther immediately joined the Garfield PT A 
and soon became its president. 

Esther was elected to the Olympia School District Board of Directors 
in April, 1952, beginning the longest service on a school board in 
Olympia's history ... thirty one years! She served as president of the board 
six times, watching five superintendents come and go. Up to and during 
those years, she was only the second woman ever to serve as chairperson 
of the Olympia School Board. Bob Bigelow, a fellow board member, 
recalled that her sense of humor would always lighten the atmosphere 
during tense meetings. 

The history of Olympia's schools had never been compiled in a single 
book, so Esther set out to accomplish the task. In 1979, she published A 
Diary of the Olympia School District 1852-1976 which covered all aspects 
of the local school experience from pioneer days to the building of the new 
Capital High School. In her book, Esther recalled the first football game 
after the dedication of Olympia High School's Ingersoll Stadium on 
September 27, 1968: "It was a balmy night and the crowd was happy. The 
band played lively music. The Oliver Ingersoll family members, all smiles, 
were seated in a front row ... Olympia won the opening game." Her book 
remains the primary source for research on Olympia schools. 

In the late 70s, Esther received the Phi Delta Kappa Education 
Award. This was the highest honor given to a private citizen by the 
Olympia branch of the honorary organization. Later, Olympians recognized 
Esther's contributions again by naming the Knox Administrative Center on 
Olympia's Eastside after her "from here to perpetuity." 

Whether she was volunteering, teaching, presiding over a board 
meeting, serving as principal, or writing a book on schools, Esther Knox 
studied education from more angles, and for a longer time, than most. Her 
guideline for schools is just as important today, "Is it good for the kids?" 
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IT'S 1972 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

3) DICK PUST (born: July 29, 1940 Olympia) 
For several decades, on snowy winter mornings, 

sleepy South Sound parents, surrounded by their attentive 
sons and daughters, have tuned in to KGY to hear the 
familiar, deep voice of Dick Pust announcing school 
closures for the day. 

Dick started at KGY as the receptionist in 1959, when 
the radio station was located in the Rockway-Leland Building 
on Washington and State Streets. His starting pay was $1 .00 
an hour. By the time he began his own morning show on April 2, 1967, the 
station had moved to the end of the port peninsula, and today it is the 
longest running radio show in Washington. 

One thing Dick takes particular pride in, is that he has never once 
been late to work in all those years. However the snow of 1 972 gave him 
a run for his money, as he explains in the following story: 

"One morning, a snowstorm made it impossible to drive, but I knew I 
had to be at work, no matter what. People were depending on me for news 
and to learn whether there'd be school. It was about 3:30 in the morning, 
so almost no one else was up. My car got stuck in the driveway, but I 
couldn't give up. I called the Sheriff's Department and said I was going to 
walk those five miles to work in the snow. I said, 'I know you're not a taxi 
service, but if you happen to come my way, I'll be walking in to town. If 
you don't come by, that dead body you find in the snow will be mine.' 

Well I had walked only about a half mile when a sheriff's car with 
chains picked me up and took me to the radio station. I got on the air in 
time for the 5:30 sign on and was able to do my program. 11 

Dick is now the general manager of KGY. He also finds time to be on 
the board of the South Sound Reading Program and is co-chairman of 
Olympia Citizens for Schools. In May of 2004, Dick became one of the 
first three inductees into the Olympia High School Alumni Hall of Fame. 
(He graduated in the OHS Class of 19 58.) 

Through his morning show Dick continues to be the voice of Olympia: 
"Whether it's people running for office or people running the pancake drive, 
other people are the focus of my program. I'm just the emcee. 11 

In 2001, this "emcee" was honored with the Broadcaster of the Year 
award for making a significant and lasting contribution in his field. The 
vice chairman of the Washington Broadcaster's Association said, "Dick is 
the epitome of what community broadcasters are all about." 
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IT'S 1972 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

4) G. ELDON MARSHALL (born: May 1, 1924. Pullman. WA) 
Growing up in Pullman and then graduating from Washington 

State University made Eldon Marshall a lifelong Cougar fan. But 
when speaking of Olympia, his hometown for over fifty years, 
Eldon's loyalties go deeper still, and he says, "I don't think 
there's a better place in the world." 

During World War II Eldon served in Europe as an 
Air Corps pilot. Following the war, he married his high 
school sweetheart, Gerry, and moved to Olympia just in time to enjoy the 
capital's 100 year celebration. 

Eldon was appointed City Clerk-Treasurer of Olympia in 1954, when 
City Hall was located at State and Capitol Way. He served as Olympia's 
City Supervisor from 1958 until his retirement in 1982. During those 
years, Eldon guided such vital urban renewal projects as Capitol Lake 
Park, Olympia City Hall, Henderson Boulevard, The Olympia Library, The 
Performing Arts Center and Percival Landing. 

Early in Eldon's career, he joined the group that founded Lakefair. He 
remembers the first year of this Olympia tradition- "We wanted to do 
something to celebrate our new lake. It was a one day event, with a few 
food booths and pony rides where the Capitol Center Building now stands. 
We had army tanks across the street. A blacksmith shop still stood down 
by the lake back then. " 

Eldon shared his thoughts on the year he was vice chair of the 
Olympic Women's Marathon Trial Committee- "In 1984, over 2,500 people 
from this area volunteered their time and talent to make the first Olympic 
Women's Marathon Trials a hugely successful event. Can we regain that 
community spirit and achieve greatness for our area once again?" 

Eldon is known for his friendly manner, enthusiasm and "can do" 
attitude. Ron Rants, former city council member, noted, "You hear all these 
politicians say that they can bring people together. Eldon was the one that 
could actually do it." He has been on the board of Olympia Federal Savings 
since 1 980, was past president of Kiwanis, past president and 30 year 
member of the St. Peter Hospital Community Board, YMCA board member, 
and past president of the Washington State City Management Association. 

The next time you walk the G. Eldon Marshall Trail in scenic 
Watershed Park, thank this city leader who helped take us from the last 
blacksmith shop by the lake, to the beauty of Heritage Park. 
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6) DANIEL J. EVANS (born: Oct 16, 1925 Seattle, WA) 
This popular engineer, educator, commentator and 

statesman was the only Washington Governor to serve 
three terms in a row. Therefore it is not surprising that 
Dan Evans was named "One of Ten Outstanding Governors 
in the 20th Century" by a University of Michigan study. 

As a teenager in Seattle, Dan attained the rank of 
Eagle Scout. He later received the highest award given 
to an adult in scouts: "The Distinguished Eagle Award." 

During World War II, at the age of eighteen, Dan heeded the national 
rallying cry "Remember Pearl Harbor!" and enlisted in the Naval Officer 
Training Program. He later served as an Ensign on aircraft carriers in the 
Pacific. By the time the Korean War broke out, Dan had been promoted to 
Lieutenant and served on a destroyer in the Pacific. In the years between 
these two wars, he studied civil engineering at the University of 
Washington, graduating in 1948, and then earning a Masters of Science a 
year later. 

Dan was a member of the Washington State House of Representatives 
from 1 9 5 7 to 1 9 6 5, and was Republican Floor Leader for four of those 
years. 

During his three terms as Governor of Washington, from 1965 to 
1 9 77, Dan and his wife Nancy were active members of the Olympia 
Community. Their local involvement continued from 1977 to 1983 when 
Dan served as President of The Evergreen State College. Their three sons 
attended Lincoln, Jefferson Middle School and Capital High School. 

After his leadership role in the early days of The Evergreen State 
College, Dan became a United States Senator, succeeding the late Henry M. 
Jackson. Following his time in Washington, D.C., he returned to Seattle, 
where he worked as a political analyst for KIRO-TV. In 1993, Dan was 
appointed to The University of Washington Board of Regents, and was then 
reappointed through 2005. 

In 1999, the U of W recognized a lifetime of leadership from their 
dedicated alumnus, by establishing the Daniel J. Evans School of Public 
Affairs. 

Olympia honors this former governor with The Daniel J. Evans 
Library at The Evergreen State College. And in the center of Olympia's 
Centennial Park, on Union Street, you will find the "Dan Evans Tree," a 
majestic sequoia, keeping watch over the capital. 
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IT'S 1972 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

7) BILLY FRANK JR. (born: Mar. 9, 1931 Nisqually River, WA) 
The 1854 Medicine Creek Treaty stated that "The right 

of taking fish at usual and accustomed grounds and stations 
is further secured to said Indians in common with all 
citizens of the territory." 

Almost a century after that treaty, it became clear to one 
young member of the Nisqually Tribe named Billy Frank Jr., that 
"the right of taking fish" was viewed differently by different 
people. At the age of 14, Billy threw out a fishing net on the 
Nisqually River and was arrested by state police. This was the beginning 
of a crusade which would involve decades of hard work, conflict and civil 
disobedience for Billy and many others. Northwest tribal fishermen 
wanted the federal courts to reexamine their fishing rights. During the 
40s, 50s, 60s and early 70s, this struggle took Billy from Frank's Landing, 
a six acre piece of land on the Nisqually River, to Washington, D. C. 

Frank and others adopted methods used by the civil rights movement 
to get the public's attention. They staged "fish-ins" on various rivers, 
which led to multiple arrests of Indian activists, and famous celebrities 
who joined the cause. Billy was arrested more than fifty times, including 
one fateful day in 1970 on the Puyallup River, when U. S. Attorney Stan 
Pitkin was present. Nine days later Pitkin filed a lawsuit on behalf of the 
tribes against the state. George Boldt was the U. S. District Court Judge 
who heard the case, and on February 1 2, 19 7 4, he ruled that treaty tribes 
should be allowed to half of the salmon and steelhead in the region. This 
landmark ruling was upheld in 1979 by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

After the Boldt Decision, Billy helped develop a partnership between 
the state and tribes for managing salmon. Former state Department of 
Fisheries director Bill Wilkerson said, "He's the perfect blend of 
commitment and smarts ... a cheerleader that makes you want to work hard." 

Billy was co-founder of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
and has served as its chairman for almost 25 years. In addition he has 
been a strong supporter of the We-He-Lut Indian School located at Frank's 
Landing. Along with the Albert Schweitzer Prize of Humanitarianism in 
1992, Billy became the nation's first recipient of the American Indian 
Visionary Award in Washington, D.C. on Feb. 26, 2004. 

Billy Frank was present at the exoneration of Chief Leshi on Dec. 10, 
2004. Though the work of these two Nisqually leaders played out in 
different centuries, their causes were focused on the same treaty. 
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8) DEE R. HOOPER (born: October 1, 1939 Twin Falls, ID) 
When Dee Hooper came to Olympia at age five, Capitol Lake 

did not exist and neither did a summer celebration called Lakefair. 
But by the time Dee graduated from high school in 1 9 5 7, a group of 
local boosters called the Capitalarians were preparing to unveil 
Olympia's first festival on the shores of the new lake. Little did 
Dee know at the time, that when the year 2005 rolled around, he 
would be honored as Grand Marshal of the annual summer event, 
and would be affectionately referred to as "The Godfather of Lakefair." 

Back in 1969, Dee first joined the Capitalarians, and began building 
and transporting the Lakefair Float. By 1972 he was the float chairman, 
and by 1976, the U. S. bicentennial year, Dee was President of Lakefair. A 
year later, he sat with a group of festival volunteers at the Spar 
Restaurant and brainstormed the idea of a Lakefair scholarship program. 
This program would eventually help hundreds of local young women attend 
college. By 1978 Dee was the chairman of the finance, carnival and 
fireworks committees. Dee took pride in the fact that during the 1 6 years 
he was Finance Chair, Lakefair never lost money. 

Dee also served as liaison between the Lakefair organization, the 
State and the City of Olympia. Thanks to Dee's many hours of unpaid work, 
agreements were made with the State for Lakefair to use Heritage Park, 
while the City of Olympia agreed to help with police security and other 
services. In the summer of 2005, Dee was still serving on the Fireworks 
and Carnival Committees. That made 3 7 consecutive years of volunteering 
so that a local tradition could endure. When asked why he would make 
such a commitment, Dee explained that it's all about the people you meet. 
He is also proud that Lakefair generates more money for nonprofits than 
any other Olympia event. 

Aside from Lakefair, Dee's career could easily be the focus of 
another biography. In January, 2005 Dee retired as Director of Legislative 
Facilities. He worked for the State for 42 years. During those years Dee 
gained a better knowledge of Olympia's amazing domed Capitol Building 
and everything in it than almost anyone. He supervised two moves in and 
out of the Capitol Building during earthquake upgrades and repairs, and 
saw the first Governor's Inaugural Ball held there in 1985. 

Dee will long be remembered as a dedicated state employee, but 
perhaps his greatest gift to the people of the community is in the form of 
an enduring summer festival that brings us together down by the lake. 
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9) DIXY LEE RAY (Sept 3, 1914 Tacoma, WA - Jan 2. 1994 Fox Island. WA) 
In 1977 Dixy Lee Ray became the first woman 

governor in the history of Washington State. 
Dixy was born in Tacoma and named Margaret Ray, but 

later changed her name to Dixy Lee in honor of the southern 
U.S. region, and the Civil War general Robert E. Lee. 

At the age of twelve she showed early signs of the 
gutsy, determined woman she would become, by being the 
youngest girl to climb Mount Rainier. 

Dixy graduated from Stadium High School in Tacoma, 
earned a scholarship to Mills College, and later went on to get a doctorate 
in zoology from Stanford University. 

Starting in 1945, Dixy taught zoology, with a specialty in marine 
biology at the University of Washington. In 1 963 she was hired as the 
director of the Pacific Science Center in Seattle, where she became a 
champion of "hands-on science". As she explained, "/ began to realize that 
the way we teach science is just calculated to kill interest in most 
kids ... There ought to be a place where ordinary human beings could come 
and find out things they always wanted to know. " 

Under Dixy's leadership, the Science Center created fascinating 
exhibits on everything from earthquakes to moon landings. She also 
appeared on public television, teaching lessons on seashore life. 

In 1972, Dixy was appointed by President Nixon to serve on the 
Atomic Energy Commission in Washington, D.C. Her job was to find 
solutions to the national fuel shortage. In 1973 Dixy received the United 
Nations Peace Medal. While in our nation's capital, Dixy ignored the 
standard social scene, choosing instead to live in a mobile home with her 
dogs, and often bringing the dogs to work with her. . 

Dixy's years as governor, from 1977-81, were often marked by 
controversy. She abolished the Washington State Women's Commission, 
minimized the dangers of oil spills and nuclear waste, and frequently 
clashed with the press. On the other hand, Dixy's administration balanced 
the budget and established full funding for basic education. 

After one volatile term in office, Dixy retired to her farm on Fox 
Island, where she took up woodcarving and co-wrote two books. 

Today, The Pacific Science Center in Seattle stands as a tribute to a 
young girl who climbed Mount Rainier, grew up to be governor, and helped 
make the wonders of science more accessible to us all. 
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10) CARL REDER (Dec 24, 1911 Olympia - Oct 1, 1998 Olympia) 
Carl Reder (pronounced Rader) is a perfect example l 

of a lifetime resident and civic booster for Lacey, Olympia 1 

and Tumwater. He was born in Olympia, attended High School .-.iii!l...-...-
on the St. Martin's Campus in Lacey, and then transferred to 
Olympia High School, where he was a halfback on the 1928 
football team. After attending the University of Washington, 
Carl came home to help run the family grocery business, which 
consisted of a store in Olympia on 4th Avenue and one in 
Tumwater Square. Carl worked at the Olympia store and later the 
Tumwater store from the early 1930s to 1962. The success of Reder's 
Grocery was due in part to Carl's friendly manner, and his uncanny ability 
to pick a fresh cantaloupe or a perfect head of lettuce. 

Carl had several "pet causes" that he believed in whole-heartedly 
and he would move about town raising money for these projects. As his 
son, Joe explained, "Father could walk up to you as a total stranger, sit 
down for a chat, and within a short time he knew all about you, and what 
you could pay to support a certain worthy cause. He was the only unpaid 
professional fundraiser I ever knew." 

Carl was a member of the Urban League, Olympia Rotary for 35 
years, The Humane Society, United Good Neighbor, and the new St. Peter 
Hospital Campaign, where he received the "Founder's Award" in 1991 and 
1998. He was one of the founders of Thurston Youth Services, (now called 
Community Youth Services). For his work with the Boy Scouts, Carl was 
given the "Silver Beaver Award" in 1972. He was also the first recipient 
of the "Martin of Tours Medal" in 1967 for "outstanding service to one's 
fellow man". Then in 1985, Carl and his wife Gingie were awarded the 
"Mother Joseph Award" by the Sisters of Providence for "a life of humility, 
fidelity to duty, commitment to service, compassion, and peacemaking." 

Carl was well known for being the first manager of The Olympia
Tumwater Foundation. He held this position from 1962 to 1984. 
Thanks to the leadership of Carl, and later his son Joe, The Olympia
Tumwater Foundation gave more than $500,000 in scholarships to more 
than 200 happy students in Thurston County between 1967 and 2004. The 
Foundation also owns and maintains Tumwater Falls Park and the Leopold 
Schmidt historic home. 

In 2000, the Olympia Rotary Club established the "Carl Reder Service 
Above Self Award" which continues to honor Carl's lifetime of giving. 
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11) IRVING A. LASSEN (Nov 5, 1897 Chicago, IL - Oct 4, 1973 Olympia) 
Irving, or "Irv" as everyone knew him, came to Olympia 

in 1920. By 1925 he had started an electrical business out of 
the basement of his house on Rogers Street. Next, Irv and a 
partner opened a "sport and electric shop" on East Fourth 
Avenue. By the early 1950s Irv moved Lassen Electric to 111 
North Columbia Street, where he came to work every day up 
until a few weeks before his death in 1973. Today, Lassen 
Electric is one of the oldest businesses in downtown Olympia. 

Irv's company did electrical contracting work for the Capital Center 
Building, the Elk's Lodge, the Olympia Brewery, and many public schools. 
For half a century, people knew Irv Lassen as a trusted, skilled 
electrician. But this humble, soft spoken man who didn't want anybody to 
"make a fuss" had other interesting and admirable facets to his life. 

He was adventurous. As a young man he decided to book passage on a 
freighter that had been docked in Olympia and was bound for China. In 
those days, a trans-oceanic voyage on a "no frills" cargo ship was an 
experience all by itself. 

Irv was an avid swimmer. He lived out at Boston Harbor and swam in 
Puget Sound every day from late spring to early fall. His friends recall 
that he continued this regimen until he was seventy. All the employees at 
Lassen Electric went together one Christmas and bought him a surfboard 
which he often took out with him, making Irv one of the few "surfers" of 
Boston Harbor. 

He loved flowers . Irv had a commercial size greenhouse where he 
grew spectacular orchids. For many years he shared these with the 
community, and in his later life, Irv donated all his plants to St. Martin's 
College for research. 

He was involved in his community, and gave generously to needy 
causes. Irv belonged to the Kiwanis Club, Elks Lodge, Olympia Orchid 
Society and Rotary, which honored him with the Paul Harris Fellowship 
Award. He anonymously gave three kidney machines to the Shriner's 
Hospital For Crippled Children. 

Irving had no children, but thanks to the Irving A. Lassen Foundation, 
students in Thurston County have been receiving scholarships funded by 
his estate for decades. Countless organizations and projects, including 
Sylvester's Window, have been supported by this Olympia electrician who 
quietly made a difference, and is still doing so through his foundation. 




