
copyright Lynn Erickson, all rights reserved

IT'S 1933 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

1) JOSEPHINE CORLISS PRESTON (5-26-1873 Fergus Falls. MN - 12-10-1958 Renton.WA) 

In 1880, the town of Dayton opened the first high school in - ~-==-=-~ 
Washington Territory. By 1913, when Josephine Preston became 
Washington State's sixth Superintendent of Public Instruction, the 
number of high schools had ballooned to about 400. In 1920, under 
Josephine's leadership, Washington State had a greater percentage 
of its students in high school than any other state in the U.S.! 

When Josephine began her work in Olympia at the grand 
sandstone capitol building facing Sylvester Park, she immediately 
made history. She became the first woman in Washington to hold a state 
office. Josephine would serve as superintendent from 191 3 to 1929, and 
would be remembered most for improving rural education. 

Josephine was raised and educated in a small town in Minnesota. 
She headed west as a young teacher in 1900. Her first job was in Maple 
Park near Renton, Washington. Soon she moved to Walla Walla in Eastern 
Washington where she served as county superintendent for nine years. 
Josephine became known for her positive but strict approach to people and 
problems. She was nicknamed "the Duchess. 11 

An issue that especially troubled Josephine was the plight of rural 
teachers. They often taught in one-room schoolhouses made of logs or 
wood frames. Since there were few apartments or boarding houses in the 
country, single teachers had to move in with the family of one of their 
students. Josephine changed this by starting a movement to build teacher 
cottages, called "teacherages, 11 near rural schools. During her watch, 
hundreds of teacherages were built near country schools around the state, 
providing educators a home of their own after a long day in the classroom. 

This dedicated leader further improved rural education by 
consolidating several small one-room schoolhouses into a central district 
with a multi-classroom building. Amenities were provided such as a 
gymnasium and indoor plumbing, plus transportation for students in 
outlying areas. Josephine took great pride in raising teacher certification 
standards and teacher pay. She also established kindergartens and junior 
highs, as well as hot lunch programs and school transportation systems. 
Later she served as president of the National Education Association. 

Josephine helped equalize and modernize educational opportunities 
in . Washington. She accepted a difficult job and excelled at it, during a 
time when American women had only recently won the right to vote. 
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2) ANNA BELLE CULP REEVES (Aug 17, 1870 Quincy, OH - Jan 2, 1948, Olympia) 
"Flags over the state capitol flew at half staff Monday 

as persons from all walks of life paid final tribute to Mrs. 
Belle Reeves ... A state funeral, the first in the history of 
Washington, was held Monday afternoon in this same building 
where Mrs. Reeves served the state nearly a quarter of a 
century- ten years as the first woman Secretary of State." 
These were the words of The Morning Olympian in January, 
1948, following the death of a true Washington icon. 

Belle was raised in the Midwest, attended college in Kansas, taught 
school there and married Frank Reeves. They moved to Ellensburg in 1889, 
the year of Washington's statehood. Two years later Belle and Frank 
settled in Wenatchee where they published the city's first newspaper, The 
Wenatchee Advance. (This later became The Wenatchee World.) In 1891 
Belle gave birth to Zelma, one of the first children born in Wenatchee. 
Frank became a well-known lawyer, judge, and state legislator. 

Belle's career in government began in 1922. She was elected to the 
House of Representatives from the 56th District of Chelan County. A few 
days before that election, a group of women convinced Belle to run as a 
write-in candidate. She ended up winning by 100 votes! In her new 
position, Belle quickly developed a reputation for honesty, hard work and a 
"low key" approach. Two years later, she was re-elected by a wide margin. 
Belle would continue to serve in the Legislature for eight terms from 
1922 to 1938. For several of those terms she was the only woman 
legislator. Belle fought for injured worker compensation, and support for 
working mothers. She encouraged qualified women to run for office. 

In 1933 tragedy struck while Belle was addressing her co-workers 
in the House chamber. Her husband, a former House member, who had 
recently been injured in a car accident, was in the audience, and died 
suddenly, during Belle's speech. 

Belle spent the rest of her life in the political world that she and 
Frank had shared. On February 7, 1938 Governor Clarence Martin appointed 
Belle to be Washington's first woman Secretary of State. She was 
elected again in 1940, and during the 1944 election Belle received more 
votes than any elected official in state history up to that time! 

It is said that Belle refused private campaign donations, accepting 
support only from her party. She was described as "the most beloved 
woman in Washington political life." Who will be the next Belle Reeves? 
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3) FRANCES LOOMIS KNOX ( July 10, 1856 Lima, OH - May 5, 1943 Olympia) 
If you stand at the southeast corner of State and Washington - - --

Streets in Olympia, all you will see today is a parking lot. But in 
the early days of the twentieth century Frances Knox ran the Knox 
Hotel on this site, and it was described as "the pleasantest 
institution of its kind in Olympia." "The Knox" boasted 32 single 
rooms, 1 7 apartments, and a large dining room. There was a grassy 
courtyard to the north with trees, and a hammock to swing in, on 
warm summer days. 

Frances came to Olympia from Ohio in the middle of her life, at 
age 34. She was college educated, and taught for a number of years in 
rural midwest schools. When Frances and her husband arrived, in August 
of 1889, they had six children, and one yet to be born. The Knoxes opened a 
boarding house just in time to accommodate lawmakers, who were 
attending the very first legislature of the new State of Washington. Six 
years later, Mr. Knox passed away, leaving Frances with a large family to 
raise and a booming business to run. Frances rose to the challenge. She 
supplemented her income by preparing lunch buckets for the millworkers. 
The men would pick up the buckets each morning7"on their way to the 
waterfront, and deposit them empty, at the end of the day. 

In 1908, buoyed by her success, Frances took the courageous step of 
asking banker J.F. Kearney for a loan to build a modern new Knox Hotel. 
The building was completed that same year, becoming the first residential 
concrete structure in Olympia. In 1 91 6 Frances built the second half of 
the hotel, which she operated until her retirement in 1937. 

Her grandson, Jerry, remembered the days of World War I when 
Frances cleared the hotel dining room on weekends, providing a place 
where soldiers could dance with their sweethearts. Frances owned an 
early Winton automobile and enjoyed giving her guests a ride around town. 
In the 1920s, the contractor for the capitol dome stayed at The Knox. 

If Frances' grandchildren stopped by after school, they could always 
count on a dessert stashed away for them in the hotel's cold room. Every 
Christmas, the Knox Family would gather in the parlor, located off the 
hotel lobby. Each child presented a small poem or song that Frances or her 
daughters had coached them on, before they exchanged gifts. The holiday 
program was a Knox tradition for many years. 

For almost half a century this Olympia innkeeper and single mother 
showed visitors and family alike, the meaning of hospitality. 
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4) GLADYS DAWSON BUROKER (Mar 16, 1914 Bellingham. WA - Nov 8, 2002 Idaho) 

In 1997 Gladys wrote a book about her life titled 
"Wind In My Face". Most people think of leaning your head 
out the car window, but this was not what Gladys meant. . 1 i 
At the age of 18 Gladys flew solo for the first time in an ~ 
early airplane powered by the famous OX-5 engine. Three ! 
years later she bought her own plane, and three years after . j 
that Gladys earned her pilot's license. For the rest of her .. \ ., ·: •. · ~ 

life, this Northwest aviatrix was either flying a plane, J 
teaching someone to fly, building a plane, parachuting, wingwalking, 
barnstorming, hang gliding or hot air ballooning. "/ guess I didn't have 
enough sense to be frightened" she laughed in a 1997 interview with The 
Olympian. "/ just always loved things that moved." 

Gladys grew up in Bellingham, Washington. At 16, she began her life 
of adventure by crossing the country with a friend, riding motorcycles. 
When she returned she met her future husband, Herb Buroker. He was a 
pilot, charging 20$ an hour for flying lessons. Gladys wanted lessons, but 
earned 5 $ a week pumping gas. She finally convinced Herb to give her a 
fifteen minute lesson, and that was the beginning of their life together. 

Gladys was only in Olympia from 1937 to 1942. Yet her contribution 
to the community, and to women's aviation was unique and important. In 
1939 Gladys and Herb joined Gwin and Vivian Hicks to form Buroker-Hicks 
Flying Service at the Olympia Airport. The _ U.S. Government contracted 
with their service to teach young soldiers to fly. Classes were held at St. 
Martin's College, and flying lessons were at the Olympia Airport. Gladys 
became Saint Martin's first female instructor. Students called her 
"Assistant Father". After the program had been operating for a year, the 
government became uncomfortable with the idea of female pilots in the 
military, and women were banned from the classes Gladys taught. 

Years later, when Hollywood made a movie about the life of Amelia 
Earhart, Gladys was called on to fly the air stunts. For many years after 
World War II, Gladys was a flight instructor near Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. In 
1973 she became a comercial balloon pilot. She was also an FAA glider 
pilot examiner, and managed an Idaho aerodrome. 

Today the Museum of Flight in Seattle displays some of Gladys' gear, 
and at least one of the planes she flew. 

It was exactly fifty years to the day after Gladys first soloed, that 
she happily watched her grandson, Michael, make his own solo flight. 
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5) ELIZABETH A YER ( Oct 1 3, 1 8 9 7 Bush Prairie - Aug 4, 1 9 8 7 Lacey) 
Elizabeth grew up on Saybrook Farm at Bush Prairie south of •----~..,,,.,.....--.--, 

Tumwater. Her father, an Olympia judge and mayor, died when she 
was a baby. Her mother ran the farm, raised five children and did 
water color paintings in rare free moments. With four older 
brothers, Elizabeth learned early how to work side by side with 
men. This would come in handy later. From 1 903 to 191 3 she 
attended a one-room school owned by descendents of the famous 
pioneer, George Bush. During flood season, Elizabeth remembered 
that students had to keep close watch on the Deschutes River, and be ready 
at a moments notice to rush home so they wouldn't be stranded at school 
for the night. Elizabeth next attended William Winlock Miller High School 
in Olympia, where she excelled in math and art, graduating in 191 6. 

When Elizabeth enrolled at the University of Washington life took a 
dramatic turn. In mid-year she attempted to sign up for the School of 
Architecture. Elizabeth was told that there were no women in the · 
department but they might offer a class in landscape architecture in a few 
years. Never easily discouraged, she met with the dean of fine arts who 
replied, "This is a co-educational school. If you want architecture, take 
it!". So she did. On the first day of the new quarter the campus newspaper 
The Daily printed a headline saying "ARCHITECTURE IS NOT FOR WOMEN." 
However Elizabeth went on to graduate in the winter of 1 920, becoming 
the first woman in Washington State with a degree in Architecture. 

After a brief job in New York City, Elizabeth returned to Seattle and 
signed on with the firm of Edwin Ivey. Starting as an "office girl" she 
worked her way up to important projects which showcased her talent . In 
1927 she took a year's leave to study architecture in Europe. By 1930 she 
was the first licensed woman architect in Washington. For the next forty 
years Elizabeth would become best known for traditional style homes with 
colonial and Cape Cod interiors, built in exclusive neighborhoods such as 
the Highlands in Seattle. She also donated design work for the Seattle 
Children's Home in 1932, which was one of her favorite projects. 

Elizabeth retired to Lacey in 1970, serving on the Lacey Planning 
Commission until 1980. A few of her South Sound designs can be seen at 
the Judge Bridges House and Muench House. 

Many elegant, appealing homes still grace neighborhoods across 
Washington thanks to the pioneering woman architect from Bush Prairie 
who learned to work side by side with men. 
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6) JULIA WALDRIP KER (July 5, 1881 Pottawattamie Co. IA- June 30, 1949 Olympia) 

The date was Wednesday, May 22, 191 2. In the afternoon, 
Julia Waldrip walked into the justice court which was located 
in the old Columbia Hall on Fourth Avenue. (Columbia Hall, built 
in 1869, would close its doors forever about a week later.) 
When Julia walked out of the historic building, she had made a 
little history herself. As a lawyer, Julia argued her first case, 
in which her client, Clarence Ziegler, was charging William 
Gray with trespass. The Morning Olympian newspaper described 
the audience as "a bunch of high browed attorneys who were curious 
to see how Olympia's first woman lawyer would go about protecting her 
client." Judge Crosby heard the case, and ruled in favor of Julia and her 
client, ordering Gray to pay the fine of one dollar. That was the modest 
beginning of many successful days in court, for the first licensed woman 
lawyer in Southwestern Washington. 

In 1891, ten year old Julia had travelled with her family from Iowa 
to their new home in Olympia. She married Clyde Waldrip in 1900, the 
same year the famous lawyer William Jennings Bryan came to Olympia to 
speak in Sylvester Park. In 191 2 Julia was admit_ted to the Washington 
State Bar, and the next year she was elected City Treasurer, an office she 
held for three terms. In September of 191 5, she went into private law 
practice with attorney T. M. Vance. At that time there were only two 
women lawyers in Tacoma and two in Seattle. In 1 921 Julia married 
George Ker. She had one daughter, Vera, who would give her four 
grandchildren. 

By 1926 Julia was chosen to replace Judge Crosby, becoming 
Olympia's first woman police judge, and Washington's only woman judge. 
It is likely .Julia was the first woman in the entire U. S. to hold the 
position of police judge. In 1933 her office was on the second floor of the 
Capitol Theater Building on 5th Avenue. By 1939 she had moved to the 
Capitol Park Building, across from the courthouse on Capitol Way. 

In 2005, the University of Washington Law School graduating class 
was 65% women, and the State counted 150 women judges and court 
commissioners presiding over city, county and state courts. That's a long 
leap from Judge Ker's legion of one. The courage of Julia and other early 
women lawyers helped lead us toward equal representation in the legal 
field, and toward that day in 1981 when Sandra Day O'Connor was named 
the first woman to serve on the United States Supreme Court. 
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7) EARL BEAN (Jan 1, 1892 Lithuania - Dec 4, 1 973 Olympia) 
At the age of twelve, this decidedly independent 

young man set out alone for Liverpool, England from his 
native Lithuania. Within a short time Earl found his way 
to Ellis Island, in New York Harbor, only to be sent 
immediately back to England due to an eye infection. Not 
one to be discouraged, Earl soon journeyed west again, 
and at fourteen, he settled in Bellingham, Washington. 
There he found work at a sawmill and later in a cannery. 
In 1910 Earl went into business for himself collecting and selling junk. 
During the next decade his work took him from Canada to California, 
dismantling large mills, salvaging the material and reselling it. 

Then in 1923 a relative named Morris Berkowitz sold Earl his 
Olympia business, a hardware and junk company that Morris had started 
back in .1910. Earl expanded the operation, located on Legion and 
Columbia, to wholesale and retail hardware, naming it Olympia Supply 
Company. The store moved to Seventh and Columbia in 1946, and the Bean 
Family has been conducting business there ever since. 

Earl believed that "great trust" was the key to a successful business 
community. His dealings at work often concluded with a handshake and a 
promise, instead of a formal written agreement. During the Depression 
years, Earl helped keep the plywood mills open by extending credit for 
badly needed supplies. 

In the mid 1930s, Earl spearheaded the movement to build Temple 
Beth Hatfiloh, the Jewish synagogue in Olympia. Before the dedication in 
June, 1938, worship services had been held in the home of Earl's father. 
Earl's son Percy was the first to be married in the new temple. 

In later years, Earl was a key figure in the Elk's Christmastime 
Jingle Club which helped needy families during the holidays. We can also 
thank Earl for the fish viewing platform between the Fourth and Fifth 
Avenue Bridges. Earl noticed a lack of dock space for public enjoyment 
around Downtown Olympia. To remedy this he donated steel beams 
salvaged from "Galloping Gertie," the old Tacoma Narrows Bridge. With 
the help of Al Lewis from Reliable Welding who donated the welding, Earl 
constructed a platform which is still used by fish watchers today. 

Down at Olympia Supply the old Tacoma bridge beams are visible in 
the ceiling, and the walls display pictures of the early days on Columbia 
Street when Earl ran his business with a handshake and a promise. 



copyright Lynn Erickson, all rights reserved

IT'S 1933 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

8) GWIN FRANKLIN HICKS (Feb 24, 1910 Tacoma - Mar 19, 2000 Lacey) 
On a September day in 1927, America's hero Charles 

Lindbergh circled Olympia's new capitol dome three times and 
dropped a message to the people of Washington. As a teenager 
in the crowd, Gwin Hicks watched in awe, and made up his mind 
to become an aviator. 

Gwin grew up on the family estate known as Gwinwood, 
on the shores of Hicks Lake in Lacey. The lake was named for 
his grandfather, who had been the state printer in the 1890s. 
Gwin was a natural athlete. He swam competitively and played football 
for Olympia High School. On August 12, 1929, at Chehalis Airport, Gwin 
completed his first solo flight, following only 4 1 /2 hours of instruction! 

By 1 9 3 7 Gwin was managing the Olympia Airport. There he joined 
fellow flight enthusiasts Herb and Gladys Buroker, and established the 
Buroker-Hicks Flying Service. As war in Europe drew closer, it was 
thought there should be flight schools at colleges to help train pilots for 
future military service. Through Saint Martin's College, Gwin became the 
contractor for the Civilian Pilot Training program. During World War II he 
served as C~ief Aviation Advisor for the governors of Washington and 
Idaho. When the war ended Gwin joined with another pilot to form 
Zimmerly Airlines in Lewiston, Idaho. Zimmerly grew to become Empire 
Airlines which merged with West Coast Airlines, then Hughes Air West , 
then Republic, and finally, what we know today as Northwest Airlines. 

Gwin later managed Turner Airlines which was based in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. While he was president the company expanded its service to 
seven adjacent states, took the name Lake Central Airlines, and became 
the first ever employee-owned airline. (It later merged with Allegheny 
and Mohawk Airlines to become todays U.S. Air.) 

At the age of 56, Gwin retired and moved back to Lacey near his 
family home on Hicks Lake. He and his second wife Juanita were founding 
members of the Lacey Historical Society and Gwin served on the Thurston 
County Historic Commission. Gwin was especially proud of being a 
member of the OX-5 Aviation Pioneers, and being inducted into the Idaho 
Aviation Hall of Fame. (OX-5 is an engine that powered the aircraft of early aviation.) 

In 1997, Gwin shared memories of his first flight. "/ was amazed: 
the change in the earth's surface, the fact you were up looking down ... And, 
of course you attempt to relate: Where's the road to my house? Where's 
town from here? ... You just thought, 'I like this. I'm going to do more of it." 



copyright Lynn Erickson, all rights reserved

IT'S 1933 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

9) GEORGE A. MOTTMAN (Dec 21, 1863 Hesse, Germany - June 13, 1951 Olympia) 

When American author Horatio Alger wrote his popular 
books about young boys who rose from rags to riches, he might 
as well have been talking about Olympia's George Mottman. 
George was sixteen when he left Germany and arrived at the 
immigration station of Castle Garden in New York City. He 
found work at a store for $3 a week. Three years later he was 
the manager of Batterman's Store in Brooklyn. Armed with his 
newly acquired merchant skills, George set his sights to the 
west, travelling first to Kansas City, then on to San Francisco. There he 
took passage on a stern wheeler bound for Olympia, arriving in the spring 
of 1885. The general mercantile store of Toklas and Kaufman hired him as 
a clerk, and a few years later he was offered employment at the store of 
I. Harris, one of Olympia's leading businessmen. 

1895 was a year of both prosperity and sorrow for George. He 
opened The Mottman Mercantile Company in the Stuart Building facing 
Sylvester Park. (Starbucks today.) This success was overshadowed by the 
death of his wife of only four years, leaving him with two small children. 

George continued to build his reputation as a leader in the business 
community. By the turn of the century he had remarried, was investing in 
real estate and had moved his business to the corner of 4th and Main. For 
the next fifty years Mottman's would become one of the premier shopping 
destinations in southwest Washington. George was always trying 
innovative new marketing techniques. He installed an overhead pulley 
system with baskets to help speed up purchases. A third story was added 
in 1910, and the building was lengthened soon after. Mottman's was the 
first Olympia store to have an elevator for customers. In the 1930s, when 
many stores were being bought out by chains, Mottman's billed itself as 
"the only big independent store left in Olympia." 

George was always giving back to his community. He served as 
Olympia's mayor from 191 2 to 1 91 7. He helped transform the old water 
system into a city-run utility, improving the quality dramatically. He was 
a key contributor in the establishment of Saint Martin's College in Lacey, 
and Priest Point Park in northeast Olympia. He helped organize the 
Olympia Knitting Mills which provided many local jobs from 1909 to 1939. 
At the time of his death in 1951, George probably owned more real estate 
than anyone in Thurston County. Today the Mottman Industrial Park bears 
the name of this creative, dedicated Olympia businessman. 
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10) FRANK IYALL (Apr 19, 1876 Oliguah, WA - Nov 1938 Toppenish, WA) 
When Frank lyall was born, the days of the Medicine 

Creek Treaty and the ensuing Indian Wars were long over. 
But the struggle for Native American rights would span 
Frank's lifetime and far beyond. In the 1920s and 30s, 
Frank would be a leader in that struggle. 

Frank was the son of Chief Leschi's sister, Margaret 
Powety. His father's name was lyall Wahawa. In keeping 
with tribal tradition, Frank took his father's first name for 
his last. Frank was born near Toledo, Washington and raised by his uncle, 
Atwin Stokum who was chief of the Cowlitz Tribe. (In those days, some 
Indians felt children were too spoiled if raised by their parents.) Frank 
received a fourth grade education, and then began working. Eventually he 
moved to the Yakima Valley where he raised and trained horses. Frank 
also ran his own business delivering freight. He married 1 6-year-old Ida 
Smith in 1904, and they had nine children. Frank's son, Dan lyall, 
explained that one winter while Frank was delivering freight in Toppenish 
he was caught in a snowstorm and suffered severe frostbite, losing all his 
toes, and the fingers on one hand. In spite of these injuries, Frank kept 
working. In 1924 he moved his family to the Nisqually Reservation, where 
they farmed and continued raising horses. Ida held Catholic catechism 
classes in their old white farmhouse on Reservation Road. Today, Frank's 
great granddaughter, Cynthia lyall, is an economic development planner for 
the Nisqually Tribal Government. · 

Frank's leadership skills developed when he became a tribal council 
member. He began traveling to Washington, D. C. as a lobbyist. He lobbied 
especially hard for the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924. When this passed 
it gave Native Americans the right to vote, and granted them full 
citizenship if born within the territorial limits of the United States. 
Frank appeared in a photo with President Calvin Coolidge from this time. 
(Despite this act, American Indians in Arizona and New Mexico could not 
vote until after a 1948 court decision!) Also, thanks to the efforts of 
Frank and others, the Nisqually, Yakima and Cowlitz Tribes are among 29 
Washington State tribes recognized by the federal government today. 

The basic right to call yourself a U.S. Citizen, and to cast a vote for 
laws and leaders wasn't granted to Frank lyall until he was almost fifty. 
Yet his work represented a vital contribution on the road towards an ever
stronger voice for the American Indian. 
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11) VIBERT D. JEFFERS (Sept 15, 1905 Olympia - May 22, 1975 Olympia) 
If you passed Vibert Jeffers on the streets of Olympia r ,n· ffYt";j~~s

in the 1 9 30s, you might have mistaken him for a movie star 
such as Ronald Coleman or Clark Gable. But there would be no 
mistaking the camera that went with him everywhere in the 
capital city. Vibert was an Olympia photographer for almost 
50 years. The slices of life which he captured on film, 
spanning generations, are considered today to be among the 
city's greatest treasures. 

Vibert's career began with tragedy. In 1924, on a photographic 
expedition in the Olympic Mountains, Vibert watched his father, Joseph, 
fall to his death in a crevasse. The body was never found, and the glacier 
was later named "Jeffers' Glacier." Vibert decided to carry on his father's 
business which operated out of a skylit studio near the corner of 5th 
Avenue and Washington Street. It is still there today. Susan Parish, 
owner of the Jeffers Studio archives, described the photographer's early 
advertising as follows, "he promoted his business by driving around 
Olympia in a bright yellow roadster emblazoned with the studio's 
depression-era slogan: 'If there's beauty we take it; if there isn't we make 
it, Ill 

Family portraits, christenings and weddings are the stuff that make 
a living for most photographers. This was true for Vibert as well, but his 
artistic, innovative side wanted more. He chronicled the city's progress 
through the lens of his 8X1 0 camera. His photographs of streetscapes, 
storefronts and port activity illustrate the social, political and economic 
climate of the times. As Susan Parish explained, "Whether it was a 
shindig at the Capitol, the construction of a new building, or beautiful 
women in clamshell bathing suits digging up geoducks, Vibert Jeffers 
saved them for all of us for all time." 

Vibert was a member of the Olympia Elks and Rotary. He was an 
alumni of the University of Washington. He married his wife Wenzella in 
1930 and they lived together for four decades at their home near Boston 
Harbor. 

Back in the early days of Jeffers' Studio, Vibert could look across 
the street and see the marquee of the Capitol Theater. Just around the 
corner were the lights of the Liberty Theater. Motion pictures were 
depicting our world in exciting new ways. But movie cameras seldom 
focused on a town like Olympia. Fortunately for us, Vibert's camera did. 
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12) MATTS WILLIAM GUST AF SON (June 3, 1897 Finland - Jan 16, 1956 Olympia) 

"Bill" Gustafson came from Finland as a young man 
in search of the American Dream. Like many others trying 
to make a new life in a new land, Bill ran into roadblocks 
along the way. But he never stopped believing that hard 
work and determination would make the dream real. Bill 
first joined his brother working the mines in Utah. His next 
job was in Tacoma, Washington with St. Paul and Tacoma 
Lumber Company. It was there, during a logging accident, that 
a tree fell on Bill's leg, causing an injury that never healed completely. 

Bill arrived in Olympia in 1 91 9. By 1921 he was working for a 
fledgling plywood plant called the Olympia Veneer Company, out on the 
port fill. The majority of Olympia Veneer's employees were recent 
Scandinavian immigrants who had been working in the logging camps. The 
workers became stockholders in the company. Many were loaned stocks at 
the beginning and then worked off their debt by constructing the first 
mill. As George Talcott Jr. recalled, "At times the men received no pay. 
They worked from dawn to dusk, washed their own clothes and cut each 
other's hair." The single men lived in one boarding house to save money. 

By 1923 Olympia Veneer was a profitable operation that hummed 24 
hours a day. Salaries were high and it was thought that if you worked on 
weekends you'd get the same wages as the Secretary of State. Bill and his 
wife Olive had one child named Norma. By 1927, Bill was promoted to 
superintendent of the Olympia plant, a title which he kept until his 
retirement in 1 9 5 5. He was respected for the support he always gave his 
workers, and was known for having a remarkable memory. 

During the Depression, orders for plywood dropped, and shareholders 
at Olympia Veneer talked about laying off the hired workers. At a meeting 
"Big Bill," as he was often called, stood up and said, "No! The men need the 
vork!" The shareholders agreed, took a pay cut, and for a time were 
actually paid less than the hired workers. Gene Adams recalled that 
during these days Olympia Veneer was "the only smoke in Oly." 

Bill and his coworkers persevered, and by World War II, Olympia 
Veneer had become first for plywood production in the world! 

The plant was sold to St. Paul and Tacoma Lumber in 1946, bought by 
St. Regis in 1957, and closed in 1967. Today the Olympia Veneer office 
still stands at 321 Jefferson, and the pilings in East Bay are reminders of 
resolute Scandinavians, like Bill, who became proud Olympians. 
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IT'S 1933 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS 

13) JOSEPH HENRY WOHLEB (Sept 14, 1887 Waterbury, CT - June 11, 1958 Olympia) 

When a devastating earthquake hit San Francisco in 
1906, a young architectural apprentice in that city named 
Joseph Wohleb learned a lesson he would never forget ... the 
importance of designing buildings to withstand nature's 
catastrophic events. In 1 911 Joseph moved to Olympia. He 
would practice there for the next 4 7 years, becoming the 
resident architect of Washington's capital city. When the 
1 949 earthquake rumbled through downtown Olympia, it 
was the Wohleb designed buildings that suffered little or no damage. 

Today, Joseph's influence can be seen throughout the South Sound 
region. His signature California mission style featured red tile roofs and 
light stucco walls. It is estimated that more than 1 00 of his buildings 
still stand. The following is a sampling of his work, beginning with his 
first job: 1) Jeffers Photography Studio on Washington Street (State of 
the Arts Gallery), 2) J.E. Walker Office Building on 5th & Capitol Way 
(Quiznos), 3) Capital Nat. Bank on 4th and Capitol (U.S. Bank), 4) The Elks 
Building on Capitol Way (Jin Jor), 5) Lincoln School on 21st Avenue, 6) The 
Martin Building on E. 5th (Wind-up Here), 7) The Olympia Motors Building 
on 4th (Ramblin' Jacks), 8) Old Washington School on Legion Way (Knox 
Administrative Center), 9) The Capitol Theater on 5th Avenue, 10) The 
Capitol Campus greenhouse, 11 ) The Old Thurston County Courthouse at 
11th & Capitol, 1 2) The former Daily Olympian Building on Capitol Way 
(Capitol City Press), 13) the former Olympia Brewery (buildings 
constructed from the 1930s to the 1950s), 14) The Spar Restaurant on 4th 
Avenue, and, 15) The C.J. Lord House on 21st (State Capital Museum). 

This impressive list, and many more, came from a man who was 
largely self-taught. Joseph's California schooling ended after ninth grade, 
and was followed by years in construction work and boat building before 
he came to Olympia. Practical experience had been Joseph's teacher. 

After the death of his first wife, Joseph married Prudence Wyman 
Howard in 1941. They moved into her family house, which was the 
original home of Edmund Sylvester, Olympia's founding father. In 1948 
Joseph opened an office next to his home, facing Washington Street. By 
this time his son Robert had joined the business. Robert designed St. 
Michael Catholic Church and the rounded Olympia City Hall. 

Wohleb's creations have endured, enriching the unique character of 
Olympia's built environment. Look around. 




