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THE CENTURY'S LAST 
FOURTH OF JULY 

CITY OF OLYMPIA, 
WASHINGTON STATE 

Tuesday, JULY 4, 1899 
10:30 AM 

"Those who went to Olympia to celebrate from this vicinity say that the celebration was 
the finest that they had ever witnessed on the Coast. Three cheers and a lamming big tiger for 
Olympia, the Queen of the Sound." 

Wild Cat Frank, The~ orning Olympian July 7, 1899 

Today, as America celebrates the 19th Century's last Independence 
Day, "Old Glory" waves with 45 stars, and one of them stands for 
Washington, the Evergreen State. During the transition to statehood in 
1889, Olympia managed to hold on to its title as Capital City, which is 
reason enough for revelry. But when it comes to a real Fourth of July 
celebration, this city is the place to be "in the good old summertime" ... 

At this moment, the Rougher Riders, with their decorated bicycles 
and colorful costumes are completing a procession in Sylvester Park that 
began across town at the Eastside Bridge. The judges are marking their 
ballots, as the Capital Military Band serenades the crowd with rousing 
patriotic tunes from the town square gazebo. One of the favorite entries 
in the parade today is the Little Red Schoolhouse, which is peddling its 
way on the oyster shell walkway toward the goldfish pond and fountain. 
Red white and blue bunting decorates the bandstand, the corners of the 
park, and the electric light poles on Main Street. Tonight a raffle drawing 
will take place down at Fred Crombie's Drug Store, and all the proceeds 
will go towards more bicycle paths around town. 

After the parade, the Declaration of Independence will be read, 
followed by an inspirational speech. Then everyone is invited to stroll up 
the hill past lemonade and peanut stands, to 1 1th and Main, where the 
amazing Mademoiselle Pianka and her twelve trained lions will thrill 
audiences at the makeshift amphitheater. After the show, sporting events 
will begin with the quarter mile run, sack races and a timber sawing 
contest. Later, crowds will gather at the waterfront near the Westside 
Bridge to watch contestants try to capture a flag atop a greased pole, 
followed by tub races across the channel. This evening organizers have 
planned music in the park and a fireworks show supplied by Sam Fun Locke 
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and other residents of Chinatown. Over on Fifth Street, Doane's Oyster 
House will be cooking up its famous pan roast oysters for holiday patrons. 

In preparation for the event, Olympians have been busy hammering 
down nails on the wooden sidewalks, and on the planks of 7th Avenue over 
the train tunnel. On Sunday the steamer Multnomah brought in a boatload 
of loggers from the camps around Matlock, and the Light and Power 
Company has been running all five of its new yellow streetcars at short 
intervals from the Eastside, up Main Street and south to Tumwater. 

Yesterday, near the fairgrounds and velodrome, large crowds on the 
bluff above Tumwater Falls watched a hot air balloon soar to 7,000 feet! 
At that point, Professor Hamilton, the daring aeronaut, and his trained dog 
Grover jumped out and parachuted to the ground, barely missing a stump 
near Bloom's Mill! 

Besides balloon ascensions, citizens have other marvels to gaze up 
at these days. Bordering Sylvester Park to the east is the Capital City's 
very own sandstone castle, the Thurston County Courthouse, complete 
with eight turrets. It officially opened in October of 1892, and boasts a 
magnificent 1 50 foot, eight-sided clock tower. The clocks are lit up each 
night so you can read the time from anywhere in town. Though the 
courthouse is a source of great pride, it has been expensive to maintain 
for a town the size of Olympia. People are starting to discuss ways to 
better use the building. 

Built on pilings and overlooking the Eastside Slough, Olympia's grand 
Opera House serves as the center for cultural events in town. With 1,000 
velvet seats, art glass doors and one of the largest stages on the Coast, 
the Opera House has hosted national entertainers such as Mark Twain. 
America's favorite humorist later described his visit by saying, "the 
mildest winter I ever spent was my summer on Puget Sound." Olympians 
also enjoyed a rousing performance by John Phillip Sousa and his band 
earlier this year. 

What they will wear at such an event is the concern of Bertha 
Eugley, a milliner who has been fitting local heads with stylish hats for 
more than two decades. Long Victorian skirts, shirtwaists and tight 
corsets are the fashion for women these days, but nothing is so 
anticipated by the style conscious as the purchase of a brand new hat. 
Bertha is happy to help. 

Since the last scene in 1 8 7 4, many of the homes in town have been 
replaced with office buildings and business blocks such as the imposing 
four story McKenny Building at Fourth and Main. This stone structure 
houses many state offices, and soon the State Library will open on the 
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main floor. Other three story buildings in view today are the Oddfellows 
Building with its clock tower, the Chilberg Building with its stairstep 
roof, and the Union Block on pilings by the Eastside Slough. The two story 
Commercial House on Fourth and Adams will be the only wooden store 
front building left a century from now. 

Most of these newer buildings are constructed of brick or stone to 
avoid disastrous downtown fires, such as the one in the spring of '82 that 
burned an entire block in Olympia, or the '89 Seattle blaze that leveled 
much of that city. The Fire Department is better equipped these days, 
with a silver-wheeled steam-powered engine at Columbia Hall, plus the 
addition of two smaller fire stations around town. It was only a few 
years ago that Olympia hired its first paid firemen. The Police 
Department now has a bicycle patrol to keep up with the times, and 
they've been kept busy with the new curfew law. Next year the city will 
pass an ordinance saying you can't ride your bicycle on the sidewalks after 
sundown without a lantern. 

The two main newspapers are the weekly Washington Standard and 
the daily Morning Olympian. The Morning Olympian has been operating in 
the old schoolhouse building on Franklin. In Tumwater, the popular new 
Capital Brewery offers "Olympian Standard" beer, named after the two 
papers. If the Washington Standard had been delivered to you last Friday 
you would have read about the huge strawberries available at the Saratoga 
candy and fruit shop ... berries so large that it took only five to fill a box! 

Out-of-towners who want to treat themselves to Olympia's finest 
accommodations, stay at the majestic Olympia Hotel just across Main 
Street from the Sylvester Home. It advertises 144 luxury rooms with 
steam heat, electric lights, an electric bell system in every room and an 
elevator. The Olympia Hotel is the kind of place that invites you to dine at 
its restaurant, climb to the tower for a panoramic view, or just relax on 
the wide, wrap-around covered porch and watch the world go by. 

Another important building behind our viewpoint, is Saint Peter 
Hospital which has been caring for the sick, as well as victims of local 
logging accidents for twelve years now. The designer and leader of this 
project is Mother Joseph who watches from a nearby carriage. Though 
elderly now, she still visits her charitable facilities in the Northwest. 

Also at the park today is another individual known for her caring 
nature. Emma Page, currently patting a four-legged friend, has been an 
impassioned voice for the humane treatment of animals across the state. 

Not far behind Mother Joseph's hospital, the pioneer's "temporary" 
wooden Capitol Building is still hosting state lawmakers every year. But 
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now the roof leaks, and not long ago a cow was found roaming through the 
empty House chamber! Needless to say, Washington needs a new Capitol 
Building. Even though a sandstone foundation was laid five years ago for a 
massive domed structure, that construction has been delayed. Locals are 
concerned about a Tacoma campaign to move the capital to that city, 
making it closer to population centers. But two years from now Olympia 
will again win the battle for the capital. The State will agree to buy the 
sandstone castle courthouse on the park, and Washington will conduct 
government business there for the next quarter of a century. 

Today the courthouse is being captured on canvas by a talented local 
artist named Edward Lange. The man pointing out some details about the 
building is Charles Patnude, who was a leading mason on the project. 

Down at the waterfront there are signs of the old and the new. Lines 
of rotting wooden pilings are all that remain of the grand Olympia-Tenino 
Railroad trestle that was just a dream in the last scene. The trains now 
traveling on the westside waterfront were part of the Port Townsend 
Southern Railroad line until the Northern Pacific took over last year. 
Down at the end of Main Street, more dilapidated pilings represent the 
former Long Wharf which stretched for 3/4 of a mile in its heyday. It was 
abandoned four years ago. The town has been busy dredging a ship channel 
to Percival Dock, and the newspaper proudly reported this year that boats 
were staying afloat even at extreme low tide! It is the golden age of 
steamboating, and John Percival runs the City Dock in the heart of it all. 
You can book passage from John on the steamer City of Topeka bound for 
the Klondike gold fields, or take the Walla Walla leaving for San Francisco 
on Saturday, or pay 50 cents, (10 cents for children), and enjoy a ride on 
the Multnomah for a picnic excursion to Point Defiance. Though the train 
leaves daily for Seattle and Tacoma, the "liquid highway" is a popular 
scenic travel route, and far superior to the rough wagon roads. 

Around the harbor, the Eastside and Westside sawmills as well as 
Richardson Shingle Mill and the Olympia Sash and Door Factory, are loading 
and unloading logs all day by ship or train. These mills provide important 
jobs for many Olympians, but they also dump huge amounts of sawdust 
into the bay, which has been killing many of the salmon. In addition, much 
of the city's garbage goes directly into Budd Inlet, a problem the city will 
soon start to work on. 

The educational community has come a long way since the first log 
cabin schoolhouse collapsed under a heavy snow. Today, three large brick 
public schools in the Romanesque Revival style, complete with turrets and 
bell towers, call students to classes on the Westside, Eastside and South 
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End of town. Janet Moore, a first grade teacher at Lincoln School, is in the 
park today, waving to one of her students. Former superintendent, Pamela 
Case Hale will soon join her. Pamela has the distinction of being the first 
woman elected to public office in Thurston County. 

Another educator, John Chaplin, points toward Athens Beach on 
Cooper Point and talks with young people about a progressive college he 
hopes to start out there called "The People's University." Experiential 
learning and travel studies will be offered, and the university will not be 
influenced by any church, social class or current styles. (John's utopian 
college will have a brief life, but many of his ideas will be reborn near the 
same site years later when The Evergreen State College opens.) 

Woodland, which changed its name to Lacey a few years ago, is now 
home to Saint Martin's College. The small wooden building which stands 
there now will grow to become a distinguished institution on its 
picturesque hilltop setting. Not far from the college is Isaac Ellis' 1,600 
foot track, which is a favorite destination for fans of horse racing. 

Olympia is now a city of about 4,000. The mayor is C.S. Reinhart, 
Washington's governor is John Rogers and the nation's president is William 
McKinley. Governor Rogers, author of the Barefoot Schoolboy Law, is 
currently in the park, waving from a site that will one day hold his statue. 

A great deal of street grading has occurred downtown, and on both 
the east and westside hills. With trolly service from Olympia's business 
district to Tumwater and the Eastside, and with better roads to the city 
limits, many Olympians are building homes farther away from the city 
center. A person deeply involved in how downtown will grow is Doc 
Carlyon, a local dentist who just stepped off the streetcar. The "Carlyon 
Fill" which will expand the peninsula by 29 blocks, is a project Doc will 
spearhead in the not too distant future. 

Since the last scene, Olympians have marvelled as electric lights, 
telephones and even motion pictures have appeared in town. But there are 
some things they hope will never change. One is the desire of local 
citizens to work together on projects for the common good. Just as 
volunteers gathered to build a railroad in the last scene, the people of 
1899 will soon gather again to create a lasting city treasure called Priest 
Point Park. Elias Payn who watches the parade today will be remembered 
as one of the leaders of this project. Yet the volunteer efforts of most 
Olympians will go unrecorded. As with Railroad Day, people might clear a 
trail, give a speech, raise some funds, or bake a pie, but when you put it 
all together, the result is a city that cares. Wild Cat Frank was right ... 
today, in the eyes of its citizens, Olympia is "the Queen of the Sound." 
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