IT' S 1 899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
2) BERTHA B. EUGLEY (Dec 18, 1850 Cologne, Germany - May 27, 1940 Olympia)
1878 marked the historic opening of the railroad line to
Olympia, as well as the lesser known, but also historic opening of .
Bertha Eugley's hat shop. The announcement in Clarence Bagley's
newspaper read, "Mrs. Eugley has bought the middle building of
Mr. Quimmette 's block and will establish a millinery and fancy
goods store. She has excellent taste in that line and will secure
a profitable custom." When Bertha opened her shop, she became
possibly the first woman to own and operate a store in Olympia,
and one of the first businesswomen in the State of Washington.
In the thirty-five years that Bertha was a milliner, hats were an
essential part of most people's wardrobe. As Bertha once explained,
".. .few women had more than two hats a year- one for summer and one for
winter... the workmanship in each hat had to be pretty good, and the
material first class or the hat couldn't stand the six months usage
required of it." In the early days, Bertha actually made the hats, then
trimmed and sold them, decorated the show windows, and handled all
financial dealings with the bank. After fire destroyed the first store,
Bertha spent a brief time in California. When she returned in 1892, she
sold subscriptions to magazines and earned $25, which was enough to
reopen the hat shop. She also raised three daughters during this time, who
would carry on the business years later.
Customers enjoyed listening to Bertha's German accent and to the
songs she would sing while she worked. Over the years, Bertha became a
confidante to many. She recalled, "The women in the course of buying hats
used to tell me a Jot about themselves-what ambitions they had for their
children, the paper they were going to read before the club, the exact date
of the new baby's arrival... what they thought of women's suffrage,
prohibition, the latest song, or their daughter's newest beaux."
Bertha sold straw hats in summer, Easter hats with silk rosettes,
veiled hats for weddings, and somber hats for funerals, hats that tied
under the chin for buggy rides and bicycle outings, as well as small ,
unobtrusive hats to be worn in the early motion picture shows.
After 1900, Bertha's business moved to face Sylvester Park, where
she could watch her creations gracing the heads of women strolling by.
For decades in Olympia, Bertha's customers received a fashionable hat,
some conversation, perhaps a song, and the unspoken message, "/ did this ...
You can too." The Eugley House still stands at 1825 Water Street SW.
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
5) MOTHER JOSEPH (Apr 16, 1823 St. Elzear, Quebec - Jan 19, 1902 Vancouver, WA)
This pioneer visionary, who became known as Mother Joseph, ,---..---,,--......----.,,,-,began her life as Esther Pariseau. She was born in French speaking
Canada, the third of 1 2 children. Her father taught her carpentry,
and she learned domestic skills from her mother. When Esther was
20, she entered the convent of the Sisters of Charity of Providence
in Montreal, honoring her father by taking the name Joseph.
In 1856 Mother Joseph and four companions were called by
the church to undertake a mission of compassion in the Pacific
Northwest. On December 8th, after a grueling 45 day journey over land and
sea, covering 6,000 miles, the women set foot in Fort Vancouver,
Washington Territory. They converted an old Hudson's Bay fur storage
building into a church, and turned a 1O' X 16' room into a five bunk
dormitory. This represented the humble first headquarters of the Sisters
of Providence in the Northwest. Almost immediately they began caring for
the sick, the homeless, the aged, and Indian children displaced by the
Indian Wars. In the spring they opened a school and orphanage. By 1858,
the sisters had built the first hospital in the Northwest, St. Joseph's in
Vancouver. It consisted of a tiny room with four beds.
St. Joseph's was a far cry from Olympia's first St. Peter Hospital,
built by the Sisters of Charity in 1887. It was a magnificent three story
structure that would serve South Sound citizens, as well as countless
victims of lumber camp accidents, for forty years. In 1 882, Mother Joseph
supervised the building of Olympia's Providence Academy, a boarding and
day school which later became St. Michael's School. To raise money for
her charitable projects, Mother Joseph would go on "begging tours." She
travelled through dangerous, rugged territory, to the gold mines and
lumber camps of Idaho and Montana, asking the newly rich to share their
wealth with the poor. Her efforts met with remarkable success.
For 46 years, from 1856 until her death in 1902, Mother Joseph
established eleven hospitals, seven academies, five Indian schools and
two orphanages. These were spread out over Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
Montana and British Columbia. Mother Joseph's projects required her to
be an architect, fundraiser, craftsman, builder and spiritual leader. She
was described as a woman of "incessant works, immense sacrifices and
great undertakings." The statues of Mother Joseph, which stand in Olympia
and Washington, D. C., remind us of a life truly lived in service to others.
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
3) PAMELA CASE HALE (1833 MA - Sept 11, 1917 Alameda City, CA)
The first woman elected to office in Thurston County
~

·

was the indomitable Pamela Case Hale. In 1882 she won the ,,.. .., ·,· .'·,.
election for County School Superintendent, a position which
~
she held for six years .
~ ..:.::1: ,;
Pamela grew up in Massachusetts and New York where
~: ·.. :.f
she received her teacher training. She arrived in Olympia in
1 8 71 , full of progressive ideas and a "can do" spirit. That
first year she organized a school for girls in the courthouse
building on Union and Washington , serving as principal and instructor.
Pamela also started a Thurston County Suffrage group that year. In 1872
she married Captain Calvin Hale, who had been appointed Superintendent of
Indian Affairs by President Lincoln. Pamela next became a primary
teacher at the newly-built Union Academy on the eastside of town. In
1881 Governor Newell appointed her to the Territorial Board of Education.
Pamela displayed leadership outside of the classroom as well. In
1883 she was a founding member of the Woman's Club, possibly the first
of its kind in the West. The club provided a forum where women could
express their ideas. That same year Pamela served as a lay minister at
the Unitarian Church. It was also in 1883 that the legislature granted
women the right to vote in Washington Territory. Pamela's husband Calvin
was a legislator during that historic year, and a strong supporter of the
bill. (However, in 1 888 the Supreme Court struck down this law.)
After the death of her husband in 1887, Pamela took an active role in
the business community . Along with two other partners, she purchased
the Olympia Gas Works. She also helped spearhead the local campaign
which raised $80,000 to build the immense Olympia Hotel. In 1891 she
built the Hale Block at 4th and Jefferson, and the Allen House Hotel behind
it. Both these buildings still stand today, as does the Hale House at 902
Tullis St . N.E. Pamela was one of the founders of the State Teachers
Association and was chosen to be on the legislative committee
representing it. She was active in the Ladies Relief Society which was
formed in 1888 to provide assistance to the poor and homeless. She was
the president of this outreach organization in 1892 and 1895 .
After the turn of the century, Pamela taught for a few more years,
and then moved to California. We have few details of her later life, but
during her time in Olympia, Pamela left an indelible mark as an educator,
businesswoman, civic activist and trailblazer for women's rights.
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET T HE NEIGHBORS
4) EMMA E. PAGE (July 30, 1853 Metamora, IL - July 27, 1910 Olympia)
If you find yourself in Sylvester Park, take a moment to
notice the unique drinking fountain, which features a small
trough at ground level for the benefit of the canine population.
The fountain is a t ribute to Emma Page, an orator, crusader for
temperance, and Olympia's best known animal rights activist .
Emma grew up in Illinois, and was the daughter of a
minister. She lost her sight at an early age due to an accident.
Not to be deterred by her condition, Emma graduated from the
University of Illinois in 1878. She was an accomplished pianist and was
hired as music director for Eureka College in that same state.
In 1893, at the age of forty, Emma and her family moved to Olympia.
She and her sister Mary immediately became involved in the Women's
Christian Temperance Union. She also became an ordained minister in the
First Christian Church. Emma set out to educate the public about the
tragic effects of alcohol and drug abuse, and also to teach the importance
of kindness to animals and all living creatures. Emma believed that the
mistreatment of animals was an indicator of future criminal activity.
Emma was a natural born speaker. During her first year out west,
she won over 50 medals at speech contests. In 1895 the Washington State
Temperance Union made Emma their national organizer and lecturer in the
Department of Mercy. It is said that she spoke in almost every town, city
and village in Western Washington .
1 895 was also the year that Emma successfully lobbied the
legislature to pass a law, which stated that in all common schools "not
less than ten minutes each week must be devoted to systematic teaching
of kindness to not only domestic animals, but to all living creatures."
(This was reworded in 1970, and the specific time was omitted.) Emma
helped put the bill into practice in the classroom by writing a textbook for
teachers titled Heart Culture. Through the lessons, Emma gave children
practical tips on caring for their pets, and also taught them interesting
facts about wild animals and their habitats. She spoke of Thoreau's life
on Walden Pond as an example of living in harmony with nature. Emma
suggested ways students could start a "Band of Mercy" at their school.
Emma's fountain was vandalized in the 1990s and had to be repaired
and rededicated by caring citizens. If you visit this tribute to Emma, take
note that it is one of the few monuments in Olympia to a woman. And
when you go, be sure to bring your dog with you.

copyright Lynn Erickson, all rights reserved

C:

.Q

~

0

()
~

E

cl.
Q)

O>

Ii'.

IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
1) JANET S. MOORE ( 1862 Rahway, NJ - Mar 2, 1940 Olympia)
Janet was born in New Jersey, and came west with her family
when she was two. Her father had been appointed Collector of
Revenue for Washington and Idaho by President Lincoln. Later
Janet returned to New Jersey for her higher education, coming
back to the Northwest after she graduated. Her first teaching
posts were in Mason County, Montesano and Port Townsend.
In the fall of 1885, Janet was hired to teach at Olympia's
Central School on Union and Adams, with a starting salary of
$50 a month. Five years later when students moved to the
grand new Lincoln School, Janet was there to welcome first graders into
the Primary Room. For 26 years she taught in that same room, sometimes
encountering the offspring of her early studer:its. When asked why she
stayed, Janet simply replied, "I love little children."
Janet worked to improve education, and became a strong advocate
for the very young. As she explained, "it used to seem to me so unfair the
way they would pass all the odds and ends off on the first gradersuncomfortable seats, bits of chalk and even an unattractive room. I
thought then and I sti/1 think that the first year in school is one of the
most important years in a child's life."
Disturbed by the spread of colds and other illnesses in the schools,
Janet successfully led the fight to abolish the communal drinking cup. She
also helped lead the movement to build the Carnegie Library in Olympia in
1913, and the State Training School for Girls in Grand Mound.
In 1883, Janet became the youngest founding member of the Woman's
Club of Olympia. The club was a novel idea, and the first of its kind in
Washington. Later Janet served as president of the Washington State
Federation of Woman's Clubs. One of her favorite club campaigns was the
successful effort to get vocational education in schools.
In 1911, Janet built a home at 401 17th Avenue SW, where she lived
with her brothers. The house stands today, between the old and new
Lincoln School locations. If you walk past the home you can imagine
Janet's former students coming back to pay their teacher a visit- people
like State Speaker of the House George Yantis and many others.
Some might remind you that Janet had no children, but she would say
she had hundreds of children, all of whom she was happy to help along
during one of the most important years of c~ildhood, first grade.
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
2) BERTHA B. EUGLEY (Dec 18, 1850 Cologne, Germany - May 27, 1940 Olympia)
1878 marked the historic opening of the railroad line to
Olympia, as well as the lesser known, but also historic opening of .
Bertha Eugley's hat shop. The announcement in Clarence Bagley's
newspaper read, "Mrs. Eugley has bought the middle building of
Mr. Quimmette 's block and will establish a millinery and fancy
goods store. She has excellent taste in that line and will secure
a profitable custom." When Bertha opened her shop, she became
possibly the first woman to own and operate a store in Olympia,
and one of the first businesswomen in the State of Washington.
In the thirty-five years that Bertha was a milliner, hats were an
essential part of most people's wardrobe. As Bertha once explained,
"... few women had more than two hats a year- one for summer and one for
winter... the workmanship in each hat had to be pretty good, and the
material first class or the hat couldn't stand the six months usage
required of it." In the early days, Bertha actually made the hats, then
trimmed and sold them, decorated the show windows, and handled all
financial dealings with the bank. After fire destroyed the first store,
Bertha spent a brief time in California. When she returned in 1892, she
sold subscriptions to magazines and earned $25, which was enough to
reopen the hat shop. She also raised three daughters during this time, who
would carry on the business years later.
Customers enjoyed listening to Bertha's German accent and to the
songs she would sing while she worked. Over the years, Bertha became a
confidante to many. She recalled, "The women in the course of buying hats
used to tell me a lot about themselves-what ambitions they had for their
children, the paper they were going to read before the club, the exact date
of the new baby's arrival... what they thought of women's suffrage,
prohibition, the latest song, or their daughter's newest beaux."
Bertha sold straw hats in summer, Easter hats with silk rosettes,
veiled hats for weddings, and somber hats for funerals, hats that tied
under the chin for buggy rides and bicycle outings, as well as small,
unobtrusive hats to be worn in the early motion picture shows.
After 1900, Bertha's business moved to face Sylvester Park, where
she could watch her creations gracing the heads of women strolling by.
For decades in Olympia, Bertha's customers received a fashionable hat,
some conversation, perhaps a song, and the unspoken message, "I did this ...
You can too." The Eugley House still stands at 1825 Water Street SW.
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
5) MOTHER JOSEPH (Apr 16, 1823 St. Elzear, Quebec - Jan 19, 1902 Vancouver, WA)
This pioneer visionary, who became known as Mother Joseph, ,.,..,...............,,--,------::=-:'""':I
began her life as Esther Pariseau. She was born in French speaking
u
Canada, the third of 1 2 children. Her father taught her carpentry,
8"'
"'
"
and she learned domestic skills from her mother. When Esther was ~
e>
20, she entered the convent of the Sisters of Charity of Providence
a.
0
in Montreal, honoring her father by taking the name Joseph.
2
!I/.
In 1856 Mother Joseph and four companions were called by
the church to undertake a mission of compassion in the Pacific
Northwest. On December 8th, after a grueling 45 day journey over land and
sea, covering 6,000 miles, the women set foot in Fort Vancouver,
Washington Territory. They converted an old Hudson's Bay fur storage
building into a church, and turned a 1O' X 16' room into a five bunk
dormitory. This represented the humble first headquarters of the Sisters
of Providence in the Northwest. Almost immediately they began caring for
· the sick, the homeless, the aged, and Indian children displaced by the
Indian Wars. In the spring they opened a school and orphanage. By 1858,
the sisters had built the first hospital in the Northwest, St. Joseph's in
Vancouver. It consisted of a tiny room with four beds.
St. Joseph's was a far cry from Olympia's first St. Peter Hospital,
built by the Sisters of Charity in 188 7. It was a magnificent three story
structure that would serve South Sound citizens, as well as countless
victims of lumber camp accidents, for forty years. In 1 882, Mother Joseph
supervised the building of Olympia's Providence Academy, a boarding and
day school which later became St. Michael's School. To raise money for
her charitable projects, Mother Joseph would go on "begging tours." She
travelled through dangerous, rugged territory, to the gold mines and
lumber camps of Idaho and Montana, asking the newly rich to share their
wealth with the poor. Her efforts met with remarkable success.
For 46 years, from 1856 until her death in 1902, Mother Joseph
established eleven hospitals, seven academies, five Indian schools and
two orphanages. These were spread out over Washington , Oregon, Idaho,
Montana and British Columbia. Mother Joseph's projects required her to
be an architect, fundraiser, craftsman, builder and spiritual leader. She
was described as a woman of "incessant works, immense sacrifices and
great undertakings." The statues of Mother Joseph, which stand in Olympia
and Washington, D. C., remind us of a life truly lived in service to others.
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
3) PAMELA CASE HALE (1833 MA - Sept 11, 1917 Alameda City, CA)
The first woman elected to office in Thurston County
was the indomitable Pamela Case Hale. In 1 882 she won the
.. .
E
~
election for County School Superintendent, a position which
:::;
'=a"
.,. _.
·
she held for six years.
/3
Pamela grew up in Massachusetts and New York where . ~; .':$ ,.;
~
c::
she received her teacher training. She arrived in Olympia in
oc::
:c
1871, full of progressive ideas and a "can do" spirit. That
~
first year she organized a school for girls in the courthouse
building on Union and Washington, serving as principal and instructor.
Pamela also started a Thurston County Suffrage group that year. In 18 72
she married Captain Calvin Hale, who had been appointed Superintendent of
Indian Affairs by President Lincoln. Pamela next became a primary
teacher at the newly-built Union Academy on the eastside of town. In
1881 Governor Newell appointed her to the Territorial Board of Education.
Pamela displayed leadership outside of the classroom as well. In
1883 she was a founding member of the Woman's Club, possibly the first
of its kind in the West. The club provided a forum where women could
express their ideas. That same year Pamela served as a lay minister at
the Unitarian Church. It was also in 1 883 that the legislature granted
women the right to vote in Washington Territory. Pamela's husband Calvin
was a legislator during that historic year, and a strong supporter of the
bill. (However, in 1888 the Supreme Court struck down this law.)
After the death of her husband in 1887, Pamela took an active role in
the business community. Along with two other partners, she purchased
the Olympia Gas Works . She also helped spearhead the local campaign
which raised $80,000 to build the immense Olympia Hotel. In 1891 she
built the Hale Block at 4th and Jefferson, and the Allen House Hotel behind
it. Both these buildings still stand today, as does the Hale House at 902
Tullis St. N.E. Pamela was one of the founders of the State Teachers
Association and was chosen to be on the legislative committee
representing it. She was active in the Ladies Relief Society which was
formed in 1888 to provide assistance to the poor and homeless. She was
the president of this outreach organization in 1 8 9 2 and 1 8 9 5.
After the turn of the century, Pamela taught for a few more years,
and then moved to California. We have few details of her later life, but
during her time in Olympia, Pamela left an indelible mark as an educator,
businesswoman, civic activist and trailblazer for women's rights.
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
4) EMMA E. PAGE (July 30, 1853 Metamora, IL - July 27, 1910 Olympia)
If you find yourself in Sylvester Park, take a moment to
notice the unique drinking fountain, which features a small
trough at ground level for the benefit of the canine population.
The fountain is a tribute to Emma Page, an orator, crusader for
temperance, and Olympia's best known animal rights activist.
Emma grew up in Illinois, and was the daughter of a
minister. She lost her sight at an early age due to an accident.
Not to be deterred by her condition, Emma graduated from the
University of Illinois in 1878. She was an accomplished pianist and was
hired as music director for Eureka College in that same state .
In 1893, at the age of forty, Emma and her family moved to Olympia.
She and her sister Mary immediately became involved in the Women's
Christian Temperance Union. She also became an ordained minister in the
First Christian Church . Emma set out to educate the public about the
tragic effects of alcohol and drug abuse, and also to teach the importance
of kindness to animals and all living creatures. Emma believed that the
mistreatment of animals was an indicator of future criminal activity.
Emma was a natural born speaker. During her first year out west,
she won over 50 medals at speech contests. In 1895 the Washington State
Temperance Union made Emma their national organizer and lecturer in the
Department of Mercy. It is said that she spoke in almost every town, city
and village in Western Washington .
1895 was also the year that Emma successfully lobbied the
legislature to pass a law, which stated that in all common schools "not
Jess than ten minutes each week must be devoted to systematic teaching
of kindness to not only domestic animals, but to all living creatures."
(This was reworded in 1970, and the specific time was omitted.) Emma
helped put the bill into practice in the classroom by writing a textbook for
teachers titled Heart Culture. Through the lessons, Emma gave children
practical tips on caring for their pets, and also taught them interesting
facts about wild animals and their habitats. She spoke of Thoreau's life
on Walden Pond as an example of living in harmony with nature. Emma
suggested ways students could start a "Band of Mercy" at their school.
Emma's fountain was vandalized in the 1 990s and had to be repaired
and rededicated by caring citizens. If you visit this tribute to Emma, take
note that it is one of the few monuments in Olympia to a woman. And
when you go, be sure to bring your dog with you.
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IT'S 1 899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
6) JOHN RANKIN ROGERS (Sept 4, 1838 Brunswick, ME - Dec 26, 1901 Puyallup, WA)
The granite statue of Governor John Rogers stands guard
over Sylvester Park as it has for more than a century. It was
erected in 1903, thanks to contributions from school children
across the state. The base of the statue displays a quote from
this Populist leader and author of the Barefoot Schoolboy Bill,
"I would prevent the poor from being utterly impoverished by
the greedy and avaricious... the rich can take care of themselves." , John was born and educated in Maine. At an early age, he
travelled to Boston where he studied to become a pharmacist. In 1856
John moved to Mississippi and managed a drug store, but the approaching
Civil War prompted him to go north to Illinois. There he married, became a
teacher and started farming. In 1876, John moved his family to a farm in
Kansas. During these years he became active in local politics. He helped
organize the Farmers Alliance, and also established and edited The Kansas
Commoner newspaper.
In 1890 the Rogers Family moved to Puyallup in the new State of
Washington. John wrote numerous articles and novels about the need for
reform in America, and his views echoed the agricultural community in
which he lived. He was elected to the state House of Representatives in
1894 as a Populist. The Populists became a strong third party during the
economic depression of the early 1890s. John introduced a bill to improve
conditions for coal miners, one to reduce taxes on the poor, and a third to
make funding for country and city schools more equal. This third bill,
which passed, became known as the "Barefoot Schoolboy Law," (prompting
the statue, built after his death) . John's success and popularity led the
Fusion Party to choose him as their nominee for governor. (Fusionists
combined Democrats, Populists and the "Silver Republicans.")
John became Washington State's third governor in 1897. He
immediately moved into a modest boarding house downtown, set up his
office in the McKenny Building, and announced that ordinary folks should
also be invited to the inaugural ball. He cut the governor's office budget
by more than half, and the legislature's expenses by one fifth. John also
defeated a plan to build the new state capitol on the hill, choosing instead
to take over the already existing Thurston County Courthouse on the park.
John Rogers died in 1901 during his second term in office. He was a
man of simple tastes and strong moral convictions. John's legacy, as the
statue attests, was his belief in a decent public education for all.
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IT'S 1 899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
7) EDWARD LANGE (Feb 4, 1846 Darmstadt, Germany - July 20, 1912 Olympia)
In 1862, at the age of 16, Edward ran away from home in
Germany, "because he refused to salute the Kaiser." His travels
eventually led him to New York City where he met and married
his wife Sarah in 1 8 71 . The couple moved to the community of
Commack on Long Island, and though Edward's occupation was
listed as farmer, his passion would always be art.
The earliest known painting that Edward signed and dated
was of Northport, Long Island in 1871 . For the next eighteen years -~:, , he made a steady progression away from farming and toward the creation
of his artwork. Edward sketched and painted everything from homes to
farms to businesses to street scenes. Real estate agents used his work to
show property, and shopkeepers hired him to sketch their storefronts.
The mediums used throughout his career were pen-and-ink, or watercolor.
The Lange Family moved to Olympia shortly after statehood, in
December of 1889. A letter written to a friend a few years later
described Edmund's enthusiasm for his new home. "Such a feeling as
homesickness... / have not had yet, not a moment. .. Railroads, Coal Co's,
Steamboat lines, men of large business interests, seek my service and pay
me we/1... How different from Long Island and in the East generally that
unless a man has got the lucre (money)he is not much thought of. .. / feel
strong and perfectly independent here ... / am appreciated."
Edward was a self-taught artist, yet as a sign of respect, he was
often referred to as Professor Lange. The charming, folk art style of
Edward's detailed drawings invite the eye to look more closely. He
presented Olympia and other Washington communities in their very best
light, since many of his works were used to promote immigration and
build civic pride. Edward travelled the state extensively illustrating
pamphlets and posters for such towns as Bremerton, Chelan and
Wenatchee, but always returned to his home base in Olympia.
Today, on Long Island, New York, Edward's work is highly valued, and
the discovery of another Lange painting would be cause for celebration.
Yet out West, where he spent the last 23 years of his life creating a huge
body of work, Edward is not as well known.
Fortunately you can view a Lange drawing of Olympia in the main
gallery of the State Capital Museum, where it is on permanent display.
Edward's art will invite you to enter a different landscape, where
charming scenes of early life in South Puget Sound unfold.

- ~---,
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IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
8) PHILIP HENRY CARLYON (Jan 6 1 1863 Union Grove, WI - Nov 26, 1946 Olympia)
You can face any direction in downtown Olympia and see the
work of Philip "Doc" Carlyon. The Carlyon Fill, which encompasses
29 blocks on the northern end of the peninsula, added 40 acres of
valuable property between 191 0- 1 1 for city and port expansion.
Look further north to Priest Point Park, which was acquired from
developers for the City of Olympia while Doc was the mayor in
1 905. Look south to the Capitol Campus where the Legislative
Building, Temple of Justice, Insurance and State Highway Buildings ·
.
as well as the Governor's Mansion now stand. Doc wrote and fought for the
bill that made these buildings possible. Look west to Capitol Lake. Doc
spent a great deal of his career in the Washington State Legislature
supporting development of an urban fresh water lake. Then look out
beyond the city. Doc linked Olympia to the rest of the nation by developing
connections with the main lines of the Great Northern, Northern Pacific
and Union Pacific Railroads.
Doc was born and raised in Wisconsin. He graduated from the
Philadelphia Dental College in 1 884, and at the age of 21, headed to
Olympia to start his practice. Eventually Doc's office was located in the
Chambers Block at 4th & Main. His dental career lasted thirty years.
In 1899 when bicycles were the rage and a velodrome had just been
completed south of town, Doc was chosen to be president of the Thurston
County Bicycle Association. The group raised over $550 to complete a
Nisqually bike path, and another from Olympia to Tumwater.
In 1905 as mayor, Doc produced a "booster booklet" promoting
Olympia which sold 10,000 copies. He pushed an ordinance to ban future
wooden buildings in the city core. As president of the Olympia Chamber of
Commerce, he led the effort to build the current Federal Building. Next,
from 1 907 to 191 1, he was elected to the state House of Representatives.
Then for 14 years, starting in 191 3, he served in the state Senate, often
as president of that body. During this time, Doc unveiled his plan before
the Westside Improvement Club, for a county bond issue which would pay
for the first concrete bridge to the westside, as well as pave the three
highways out of Olympia to the county line. The bond issue passed due to
an overwhelming response from Doc's westside audience and their friends.
Doc backed up his dreams for Olympia with hard work over many
decades. If there were lifetime achievement awards for public service, it
is likely Doc Carlyon would be a contender.
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IT'S 1 899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
9) JOHN RILEY CHAPLIN (Apr 30, 1851 Fowlerville, Ml - Oct 22, 1906 Olympia)
John Chaplin was an idealist with a utopian vision for
------.
Olympia. He saw the capital city as a place where independent,
innovative and moral thought could flourish. With this mindset,
he planned and platted a community on Cooper Point called
Athens, which advocated high moral character. In addition he
undertook the ambitious task of creating a uniquely progressive
college known as The People's University, which bore a marked
resemblance in some ways, to today's Evergreen State College.
John was born and educated in Michigan. He spent six years at
Adrian College, attending with his wife Emma, and graduating in 1883.
They eventually had five children. John became an ordained minister of
the Methodist Protestant and Congregational churches in Michigan.
When the Chaplins came to Olympia in January of 1889, John briefly
served as minister of the Congregational Church. He also began investing
wisely in real estate, and soon had his own land company. In 1891, John
platted a westside community, setting aside money to build a college
there. However both projects fell on hard times and were short-lived.
Professor Chaplin chalked it up to experience, and tried his dream again.
In 1900 John presented plans for an ambitious new community on
Cooper Point called Athens. It was to be a place free of alcohol, gambling
and prostitution. A portion of Athens land would be devoted to The
People's University, a college for the people, by the people. The university
would not be controlled by a certain church or political group, and would
t:)Ot be driven by wealth, social classes, or current fashions. One million
shares of stock would be sold at $ 1 each, giving every shareholder a vote.
John designed a Department of Travel where for $500, a student could
travel, chaperoned, 7,000 miles to various educational venues, introducing
the idea of experiential learning, rather than just textbook study.
Temporary headquarters were set up on Olympia's Eastside, and The
College Independent newspaper was published. Tuition costs were $ 10 a
quarter, with degrees offered in literary, philosophical, commercial
normal and music fields, plus evening classes for full time workers.
John crossed the country no less than 70 times to promote his
beloved People's University. But time ran out for John in midlife, when he
lost his battle with liver disease in 1 906. The university closed its doors
that same year. Today, Athens Beach on Cooper Point is all that remains
to commemorate this visionary entrepreneur and his amazing dreams.
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10) SAM FUN LOCKE (Nov 11. 1856 China - Oct 13, 1934 Olympia)
In 18 7 4, when many pioneers were crossing the continent
to reach Olympia, Sam Fun Locke was crossing the Pacific
Ocean, having left his home in southern coastal China. Sam was
1 7 when he first arrived in Olympia, and he immediately signed
on as a railroad laborer. Decades later, this pioneer from the
Far East would be known by many as "the mayor of Chinatown."
Through the years, Olympia's Chinatown had three different
locations. Sam was a resident, businessman, and leader in all of
them. Until the late 1880s, Chinatown stood on 4th Avenue between
Columbia and Capitol Way. Sam ran the Hong Yek Laundry on this site. The
second location, until 1913, was at the southeast corner of 5th and
Columbia. Sam's store, between the Chinese boarding house and a Chineserun laundry, was called the Hong Yek Kee Import Mercantile Company. Five
Chinese-owned buildings moved once more in 1 91 3 to the northwest
corner of 5th and Water, where they conducted business until 1943.
Olympia was sometimes referred to as a "Locketown" since many
Chinese immigrants who shared that last name, settled in the capital city.
Former Gov. Gary Locke (see 2001) is actually a distant relative of Sam.
In 1 902 Sam traveled back to China where he met his wife Lee. The
couple returned to Olympia, and eventually had nine children, all born in
their home above the Hong Yek Kee Mercantile.
Sam's stable leadership helped the Chinese community persevere
through times of extreme prejudice and hardship. Although he was one of
Olympia's best known and most respected Chinese merchants, Sam was
never granted the right to vote in his lifetime. Yet he remained an
important liaison between the Asian and American cultures. Sam served
as a banker for many of the Chinese laborers. He was the administrator of
an association called a "Hui" which pooled money from workers to help
finance new Chinese businesses. Sam was also the one who supervised the
burials of Chinatown's residents. On the Fourth of July, Olympians would
go to Sam's store to buy their fireworks for celebrating.
In later years, this pioneer merchant was part owner of two
buildings that today house Ben Moores and the Saigon Rendezvous. When
Sam died in 1934 at the age of 77, his funeral was described as being one
of the most elaborate in the town's history. Sam would be pleased to
know that an historical marker was dedicated on May 22, 2004, to honor
the contributions of Chinese Americans in Olympia.
• Locke wrnien in Chinese above pllolo
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1 1) JOHN CUSHING PERCIVAL (Dec 7, 1861 Olympia - Dec 8, 1942 Olympia)
For 6 5 years, John Percival had a front row seat to the
comings and goings on Puget Sound. He was the ticket agent
and general manager of Percival Dock. His father, Captain Sam
Percival, who built the dock in 1 860, put his son in charge of
this vital shipping wharf in 1877, when John was only sixteen.
John more than lived up to his father's trust, never missing a
day of work until 10 days before his death, in 1 942, at the age
of 81 ! For decades, Percival Dock, which stood between Olympia
and State Avenue on Water Street, was the transportation, business and
social center of the town. It was often called Olympia's front door, and
John made sure that door was always open.
John attended school in Olympia and McClure's Military Academy in
California. He married Elizabeth Grainger in 1884 and they had two
daughters. John was an avid movie and opera fan. He was also a gifted
pianist, performing the score of "Carmen" once in San Francisco "by ear."
The maritime stories that John could tell were endless. There was
the day in 1 882 when the whole town showed up at Percival Dock to
witness the arrival of the new Silsby fire engine, the finest in the
Northwest. The rope broke as it was being pulled to the dock, and the
engine slid dangerously near the edge of the boat deck. Fortunately it
caught on something at the last second. Seven years later, John's City
Dock welcomed steamboats from all over the Sound as they unloaded
passengers for the grand statehood celebrations at the old wooden capital
on the hill. Early Fourth of July activities at Percival Dock included canoe
races, log rolling contests and a climb up a greased pole over the water.
Through the years, John watched a progression of passengers arrive at the
dock met by carriages, then streetcars, and finally automobiles.
When John first took over management of Percival Dock, it was 250
feet long. John eventually extended the dock to 1,600 feet and built a 250
foot warehouse. In the beginning John was agent for Goodall, Perkins and
Co. Later he represented its successor Pacific Steamship Lines, as well
as the Oregon Railway and Navigation Company and the Northern Pacific.
After 1 1 6 years of continuous service, and numerous renovations,
Percival Dock was demolished in 1977. Shortly after that, the Percival
Landing City Park was built in its place. Today, at Percival Landing, we
can all watch the comings and goings on Puget Sound, as John did, back
when steamboats plied the waters.
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1 2) CHARLES ARTHUR PATNUDE (Oct 6 1 1838 New York - Nov 6, 1910 Olympia)
Brick by brick, row by row, Charles Patnude created a good
portion of the enduring buildings of Downtown Olympia. As a
highly respected brick and stone mason, Charles was called on to
do work ranging from chimneys in private homes, to the grand Old
State Capitol Building facing Sylvester Park.
Charles was born in New York, and eventually met his wife
Delia, there. The Patnude Family would grow to include fifteen
children, eight boys and seven girls. All of the boys chose to
follow in their father's footsteps as builders and masons. Before the
Patnude Family arrived in Olympia in 1883, Charles had worked for ten
years in Marinette, Wisconsin as a building contractor and mason. A highly
accomplished and hard working craftsman was just what the capital city
needed during the big construction years surrounding statehood.
Charles set up a brickyard on the westside of Budd Inlet, and quickly
became known as a worker of unusual activity and endurance. The Patnude
Home, which still stands today at 1 239 Eighth Avenue NE, reflects Charles
enthusiasm for his work, boasting five fireplaces!
Some of Charles buildings which still grace Olympia's downtown are
1) the 1887 Chambers Building (Sherburne Antiques today), 2) the 1887
Woodruff Block (Brotherhood Tavern today), 3) the 1888 Mottman Building
(Capital Footwear today), 4) the 1891 Hale Block (Antique Mall today), 5)
the 1892 Old State Capitol Building (Supt. of Public Instruction today), 6)
the 1896 Harris Drygoods Building (Batdorf & Bronson today).
Some of Charles' early projects that no longer exist are 1) the first
St. Peter Hospital, built in 1887 (located on the Capitol Campus), 2) the
1888 Odd Fellows Hall ( 5th & Cap. Wy), 3) the 1890s Bettman Block ( 4th &
Adams) and 4) the 1900 Thurston County Courthouse ( 4th & Washington).
Charles' sons are believed to have started the first Mason's Union in
Olympia around the turn of the century. Though all of his sons became
brick and stone layers, only Joseph remained in Olympia. Joseph continued
the work of his father but also learned the new skill of pouring concrete
slabs. One of Joseph's jobs was to pour all the new driveways and
walkways around the Governor's Mansion in 1908. With his partner
Andrew Miller, Joseph built the sidewalks on Capitol Way and many in the
south end ,of town . Some sidewalks still bear the Patnude/Miller stamp.
Charles is buried at the Calvary Cemetery, near a large white cross
that Joseph built in memory of his father, Olympia's premier mason.

copyright Lynn Erickson, all rights reserved

IT'S 1899 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
13) ELIAS J. PAYN (June 24, 1840 Isle of Jersey, UK - Oct 6, 1920 Olympia)
When Elias Payn came to Olympia in 1894, the saltwater , .- ,~r,;~f·-,~;\
air of Puget Sound may have reminded him of his childhood on . ;
'c'\f
•:i,
the English Channel in Europe. In the next 26 years he would
champion two projects that were strongly connected to the
· ·
)
southern reaches of Puget Sound: Priest Point Park and the
-~
Olympia-Grays Harbor canal project. One effort became a
resounding success, enjoyed by generations ever since, and
the other remained an unfulfilled dream.
Priest Point Park, which stretches over 225 acres of pastoral
woodland and a mile of shoreline, has been the pride of Olympia since it
was established in 1905. The community-wide effort to acquire park
lands was led by a citizen's committee chaired by Elias Payn. (Though
Elias has been called the Father of Priest Point Park, the actual idea
originated with Theodore Brown in 1893. Theodore was the son of Mary
Olney Brown- See 1874 bio). In August, 1903, Elias wrote a lengthy
article titled "Need of a Public Park" and presented it to the Chamber of
Commerce. Elias led a committee for the next two years that had
numerous hurdles to overcome. Real Estate investors wanted to develop
the property into private lots, and county commissioners supported this
approach. There was also the problem that Priest Point wasn't even in the
city limits. Elias and his committee had to find all the owners of 1,200
shares of stock in the Priest Point Land Company, and inform them of the
park project. This took a year. On July 14, 1905, Elias gave a report,
showing Priest Point Park had been secured for the City of Olympia at a
cost of only $1 ,200! Elias and his committee were given a standing
ovation at that meeting. The committee spent the next two years
acquiring the tidelands in front of the park for swimming and boating.
Elias was also one of the originators of a plan to construct a
shipping canal from Olympia to Black Lake, the Chehalis River, and then on
to Grays and Willapa Harbors. Elias saw the canal as a way for ships to
avoid the treacherous Columbia River Bar, as well as the dangerous
entrance to the Straits of Juan de Fuca. The plan would also have made
Olympia the gateway for shipping on Puget Sound. The canal idea gained
momentum for a number of years after Payn's death, but eventually lost
out to another public works project, the Grand Coulee Dam.
Priest Point Park celebrated its 100th birthday June 4, 2005,
because of people like Elias, who dared to dream big, and then work hard.
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