IT'S 1841 ... MEET THE NEIGHBORS
8. KAI-KAI-SUM-LUTE ("QUEEN")

(?1800 -1876 Mounts Farm, Nisgually, WT)
In July of 1841, a group of sailors from the Wilkes Expedition were guided
from Fort Nisqually to the Black River by an older Indian woman they referred to as
the "squaw chief." She was the niece of Chief Skuh-da-wah of the Cowlitz Tribe, and
was known as Kai-Kai-Sum-Lute or Queen. Queen agreed to furnish the American
NO
PICTURE
explorers with horses, a large canoe and ten men to carry supplies overland. She
YET
kept her promise. As Commander Wilkes wrote, the success of the mission was
AVAILABLE
"owing to the directions and management of the squaw chief, who seemed to exercise
more authority than any that had been met with; indeed, her whole character and
conduct placed her much above those around her. Her horses were remarkably fine
animals, her dress was neat, and her whole establishment bore the indications of
Indian opulence. Although her husband was present, he seemed under such good discipline as to
warrant the belief that the wife was the ruling power... " At the end of July, the expedition
again wrote about Queen. She came to their aid during a severe wind storm at Grays Harbor,
taking the sailors safely to a less exposed shore in her large canoe.
More than a decade later, George Gibbs, an ethnologist who was present at the Medicine
Creek Treaty negotiations in 1854, spoke of this important Nisqually woman. He transcribed
her name as Ke-Kai-Si-Mi-Loot, and recorded several Indian legends she related.
Noted Nisqually historian Cecelia Carpenter said Queen was also known as What-coBlote. Edward Huggins, who was a leader at Fort Nisqually after 1 850, referred to her as KaiKai-Sum-Lute, and said she was "a great Ta-mah-nus woman, or dealer in magic." Dr.
William Tolmie , (see 1856 bio) , spoke of her as Queen. Both of these men would have known
Queen well for several reasons. She was a leader in the Indian village at Sequalitchew Creek
which was near Fort Nisqually. According to Albert McBride, a local historian and distant
relative of Queen, she was in charge of the Indian work force at Fort Nisqually in the 1 840s and
1 850s. It is thought that she led her people in a small strike against the fort, asking for better
food for the laborers than just dried salmon and peas.
There are several accounts of an older Indian woman coming to the aid of Americans. It is
possible that some of these stories refer to "Queen" since she was a person of strong character,
who had previously risked danger for Americans. One story involved Tumwater pioneer George
Bush in 1 849. A hostile group of Snoqualmie Indians landed near New Market and threatened
violence. "Legend has it that an old indian squaw saved the day by coming up to the feared
Snoqualmie chief and telling him about a 'terrible gun' that was owned by George Bush. The
'terrible gun' she said would sink all of their canoes." The hostile Indians left without incident.
It is unknown how many other local Indian women could have wielded such power, but Queen is a
likely candidate.
Olympia pioneer Caroline Dunlap told of a "Tyee Woman" who was an important presence
at the Medicine Creek Treaty. "the Tyee Woman (was) a blaze of splendor. Her costume ... was
one mass of exquisite bead embroidery... The sleeves, neck and bottom of the skirt were fringed
with hiqua (Indian money ), that represented hundreds of dollars .. .Her head was adorned by
gorgeous feathers, held in place by a decorated band around her forehead. .. ln her hand she
carried an enormous eagle's wing. Her face was of the Roman type, her bearing lofty and
majestic." This passage, though probably exaggerated, could be describing Queen, since t he
woman's regal appearance is similar to the "Indian opulence" Wilkes spoke of earlie r.
Many of the stories of Queen's life are still a mystery to us. It is clear however, that
this Nisqually woman's influence and leadership were quite extraordinary for her time.
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1. LESCHI (pronounced: Lesh-hi)

(1808 Mashel River - Feb 19, 1858 near Steilacoom, WT)
The life of Leschi of the Nisquallys began very much as it had for his
ancestors over countless centuries in the Pacific Northwest. But over time, the
Coast Salish world he knew would collide with the world of settlers bound for
"the promised land" and Leschi would find himself in the center of that conflict.
Leschi was born to a Yakima mother and a Nisqually father. He spent the
winter near present-day Eatonville, and in the warmer months he camped with
his brother, Quiemuth, around the meadows of Muck Creek, near the Nisqually
Delta. The brothers engaged in hunting, fishing and raising horses. In later
years, Leschi acquired considerable wealth , owning a large stock of horses. He
also had slaves, which was the norm at that time for many whites, as well as
American Indians. Leschi spoke Salish like his father and Sahaptin like his mother, as well as
Chinook Jargon, the trade language. He spoke little English. He was a strong man, of sturdy
build, and quite tall for his time. According to Owen Bush, (son of pioneer George Bush), Leschi
had a "benevolent countenance" and was "as good a friend as we ever had." "Old Wahoolit" one
of Leschi's followers, said "Whenever there was a potlatch, Leschi gave more than anybody."
Judge Wickersham described him as "an eloquent man, of strong force of character, and of grea t
energy."
As British and American trappers and settlers began arriving , Leschi showed his
willingness to cooperate . In 1833 , the British Hudson's Bay Company built Fort Nisqually.
Leschi and Quiemuth helped bring an Indian criminal to justice at that fort. Later, Dr. Tolmie,
who was in command of the post said, "the brothers were noted for their readiness to assist the
whites on all occasions." Leschi worked for a time guarding horses for Dr. Tolmie, and during
the Indian War, Tolmie wrote letters to Governor Stevens, defending his employee and friend .
Some say when the earliest group of American pioneers emerged from the rugged Cowlitz
Trail in the fall of 1845, the first face they saw was that of Leschi .
The Medicine Creek Council of Dec. 24-26, 1854 assigned the Nisqually Tribe densely
forested highlands without water access , instead of the river banks and open prairies they were
accustomed to. Leschi continually denied ever signing this treaty, though the document shows an
X by his name. The result was the Puget Sound Indian War of 1855- 56 . Leschi became a leader
in the Indian People's struggle to reclaim their chosen land. For many white settlers , he came
to symbolize their fear. However, Cecelia Carpenter, a noted Nisqually historian, explained
Leschi's war plan as follows , "Leschi made it clear that, upon his accepting command, their
strength would not be used against women, children or settlers. Their fight would be with (Gov)
Steven's Volunteers and the United States Army only." Lieutenant Kautz, an army officer who
fought against the Indians, said of Leschi, "His course during the war seemed to be characterized
by greater intelligence and humanity than that of any of the other chiefs. "
Leschi was betrayed by his nephew on Nov. 13, 1856, captured , and accused of the
murder of A.B. Moses. During his 1 5 month ordeal in prison, Leschi at least had the knowledge
that a treaty revision had been made, restoring some of the delta lands. At his first trial, the
jury could not agree on Leschi's guilt. However the second trial convicted him, and Leschi was
hanged on February 19, 1858. Charles Grainger, the executioner, said, "/ felt I was hanging an
innocent man, and I believe it yet." But the Nisqually leader's story did not end there. In
2004, Leschi was exonerated for the crime by an historic court of Washington State judges.
Leschi's name lives on today in a Seattle park, a street in the Nisqually Reservation, a
Puyallup Reservation school , and in the hearts of his people.
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2. QUIEMUTH (pronounced: qway-mooth) (before 1808 Mashel River - Nov 18, 1856 Olympia)
The highest peak in Thurston County is named Quiemuth
. . . . - - = ~ =,
Peak in honor of this important Northwest Native American.
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He was an older half brother to Leschi, the famed Nisqually
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leader, (see 1841 bio). Quiemuth and Leschi had the same
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Nisqually father, but different mothers. Although his physical
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appearance and stature in the community were probably similar,
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Quiemuth has not been characterized as the eloquent speaker
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and natural leader that Leschi proved to be during the Indian War. 1;;- ·..>:
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However at the Medicine Creek Council, U. S. Government officials listed
Quiemuth as the chief, and Leschi as sub chief of the Nisquallys.
Quiemuth's name appeared first on the list of participants. As with
Leschi, an X appears next to his name but whether or not he signed cannot
be verified. It is likely Quiemuth did not fully understand the treaty
consequences, since negotiations were conducted in Chinook Jargon, not
Quiemuth's native language.
During the Puget Sound Indian War that followed, Quiemuth took his
family and went into hiding with Leschi and his family, but finally turned
himself in to the settler James Longmire, in November, 1856. Longmire
took him to the governor's office on Main Street in Olympia on November
18th, where they slept on the floor under guard. At some time during the
night, Quiemuth was murdered. The suspect was identified as Joseph
Bunting. Bunting was arrested and tried for murder, but was later
released for lack of evidence and witnesses.
Quiemuth's body was removed to Fort Nisqually for burial. Years
later, on July 4, 1895 a ceremonial potlatch was held, and Quiemuth and
Leschi's remains were taken to a new burial site at the mouth of Muck
Creek in the Nisqually Reservation Cemetery. However, in 1 917 Pierce
County condemned the northeast portion of the reservation for Fort Lewis,
and the bodies were moved a third and final time to the Cushman Indian
Cemetery on the Puyallup Reservation.
Quiemuth's son George, who took the last name Leschi since Leschi
had no sons, climbed to the summit of Mount St. Helens in the summer of
1893 with members of the Tacoma Academy of Science. He became the
first Native American to reach the summit of a volcanic mountain.
The Nisqually Tribe has designated a street on their reservation
"Quiemuth Street". But the best monument to this man is in southeast
Thurston County, and can be seen by simply looking up 2, 71 2 feet.
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3. CHARLES WILKES (Apr 3, 1798 New York City - Feb 8, 1877 Washington, D. C.)
"All the navies of the world might be furnished with spars here...
_,.,.,.,-.,,=~~--.
Fish we have in abundance: salmon, cod, flounders, crabs, oysters
(small), ducks, geese, venison ... Nothing can be more striking than the
beauty of these waters without a shoal or rock or any danger whatever
for the whole length of this internal navigation, the finest in the world ... "
These were the impressions of U. S. Naval Commander Charles Wilkes,
after completing his exploration of Puget Sound in 1841.
Charles was born in New York City, and enlisted in the merchant
marine at the age of 17. His career as a sailor would span almost a half
century. Charles was a dedicated, ambitious, and daring naval officer with a keen
sense of adventure, and a "can do" attitude when it came to tough jobs. He was
also described as exacting, rebellious, arrogant, cruel and frequently in the center of
controversy. Charles was not a popular figure with his crew.
From 1838 to 1842, as commander of the U.S. Exploring Expedition, (later
called the Wilkes Expedition), Charles led six ships, 346 sailors, and a team of artists
and scientists, on extensive explorations throughout the North and South Pacific,
covering a grand total of 87,000 miles! The specimens they gathered became the
first exhibit of the Smithsonian Institute, and Charles' South Pacific charts were so
accurate that they were used 100 years later during World War II. Charles became
the first to discover that Antarctica was a separate continent. He also calculated
the height of Mount Rainier within 500 feet, and was sorry he lacked time to climb it.
His exploration of the Puget Sound Region resulted in the naming of numerous
bays, inlets, points and islands. These included Budd, Totten, Eld, Hammersley and
Henderson Inlets, as well as Johnson and Cooper Points, all named after members of
his crew. For unknown reasons, no geographic location bears Wilkes' name.
The Wilkes Expedition called attention to the largely unknown lands of the North
Pacific and Puget Sound, which were then held by the U.S. and Great Britain. After
Wilkes returned, Americans set their sights in earnest toward the Northwest.
Wilkes' desire to be a leader, and his uncanny knack for stirring up controversy
followed him into the Civil War. Although his rank was Commodore, Charles listed
himself as the next highest rank, Rear Admiral. He was widely admired for seizing key
Confederate ships. However in 1861, without orders to do so, Wilkes took two
prisoners off a neutral British ship near Cuba, causing the "Trent Affair", which
threatened to start another war between the United States and Great Britain.
Charles was court-martialed and forced to retire from the navy, but during retirement
he was again promoted to Rear Admiral. He is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.
Today, the controversies surrounding the volatile military career of Charles
Wilkes have faded, but the names of Budd Inlet and the rest will endure, as will a cold
and desolate 1,600 mile stretch of the Antarctic Coast known as Wilkes Land.
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4. THOMAS A. BUDD (approx. 181 2 New York - Mar 22, 1862 at sea)
The scenic arm of Puget Sound that surrounds Olympia, and stretches
north to Boston Harbor is named after Thomas Budd, a young sailor from
New York, who helped measure the inlet in the summer of 1841. He was
NO
here as part of the ambitious United States Exploring Expedition, later known
PICTURE
as the Wilkes Expedition, which circled the globe between 1838 and 1842.
YET
AVAILABLE
Thomas began his career with the U.S. Navy as a Midshipman in 1829.
He was promoted to Passed Midshipman in July of 1835. During the
treacherous voyage of the Wilkes Expedition to Antarctica, Thomas was
acting master of the sloop of war Peacock. From this ship, on January 1 6,
1840, two crew members first sighted the frozen southern continent.
Almost a year later, the expedition dropped anchor in the Hawaiian Islands, and
made plans to climb to the summit of Mauna Loa, the 13,700 foot volcanic mountain.
Thomas was put in charge of the base camp called Sunday Station at 6,000 feet.
Since this was long before the days of recreational mountain climbing, it is likely the
view surpassed anything the men had previously seen. Commander Wilkes described
the clouds from Sunday Station as "a// floating below us in huge white masses of
every variety of form."
Thomas transferred to the expedition's flagship, the Vincennes for the journey
through the Pacific Northwest. This proved to be a wise move since the Peacock ran
into rough waters and broke apart trying to cross the bar of the Columbia River in
the summer of 1841. (Even today, this stretch of water is ranked in navigational
guides as the third most dangerous river entrance in the world.)
As part of the crew of the Vincennes, Thomas helped chart the waterways of
Puget Sound, including Olympia's inlet that bears his name, and Sequim Bay which was
called Budd's Bay by Wilkes. Thomas also led a shore party at Fort Nisqually that
comprised the first Fourth of July celebration on Puget Sound. Surprisingly, even the
severe Commander Wilkes took part in a soccer game on the meadow that day.
In the fall of 1841 , when the sailors were preparing to leave the Northwest,
Thomas was promoted to Lieutenant. Thanks to Thomas and his fellow crewmen, the
Wilkes Expedition left behind 300 place names which are used to this day in
Washington State.
In December, 1852, a decade after the famous expedition, Thomas again
stepped onto the deck of the Vincennes, but this time as its commander. He
prepared to depart New York on a new expedition in the North Pacific, but had a
chang€ of heart, and resigned from the Navy a few months later.
Thomas reenlisted in the fall of 1861, at the outbreak of the Civil War. He was
placed in command of the U. S. steamer Penguin, fighting on the side of the Union.
In 1862, after years at sea, braving countless perils on foreign shores, Thomas would
die in a battle with his own countrymen, near his own shore.
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5. HENRY ELD ( June 2, 1814 New Haven, CT - Mar 1 2, 18 50 at sea)
Henry left his home in Connecticut and joined the U. S.
Navy when he turned eighteen. Six years later he held the
rank of Passed Midshipman and signed on to be part of the
daring voyage of the Wilkes Expedition, exploring uncharted
lands for the United States. During this adventure, on January
16th, 1840, Henry and fellow sailor William Reynolds climbed
up the masthead of the sloop of war Peacock, in the midst of
an iceberg-laden sea, and became the first two men to sight
Antarctica. Commander Charles Wilkes would later name a
peak after Henry on that newly-discovered frozen continent.
Henry was considered to be very careful and accurate in his
scientific recordings of the tides, stars, and other phenomena. He was
also more capable than most of looking beyond Commander Wilkes' faults
and appreciating his strengths. Henry wrote his father, "/ am impressed
with his indomitable perseverance ... 'like a cork he cannot be sunk."'
During the voyage, the days spent doing anthropological studies in
Tahiti were especially enjoyable for Henry, and he wrote in his journal,
"the transition from the irksome and monotonous life on shipboard to this
enchanting spot we were at was delicious."
When the exploration of Puget Sound was completed, Henry led a
scouting party that trekked west to Grays Harbor (Aberdeen area) with
Kai-Kai-Sum-Lute, an Indian woman guide from Nisqually. (See 1841 bio.)
The overland party continued south to Astoria and on to San Francisco
where they rejoined the expedition ships. Henry frequently stopped to
sketch pictures, which were later published in several books. At one
point, on the Umpqua River, he lagged behind the rest to finish a drawing
and was overtaken by a small band of Indians who tried to hold him
prisoner. Fortunately he was able to escape by horse and lose his captors.
After the expedition, in 1843, Henry was pror:r,oted to lieutenant and
again worked for Charles Wilkes in Washington, D.C., publishing charts and
maps. There he became interested in Charles' daughter, Janie. However
around this time, Henry made the fateful decision to enlist in the war
with Mexico. He contracted yellow fever, and died on March 12, 1850 on
board the ship Ohio, while sailing from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Eld Inlet, which empties into Mud Bay between Olympia and Shelton,
honors Henry, as does the peak he sighted in Antarctica. An island in
Grays Harbor also once bore the name of this courageous sailor.
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6. ALEXANDER CAULFIELD ANDERSON (Mar 1 o, 1814 Calcutta, India - May 8, 1884 B.C.)
Alexander Anderson was born in Calcutta, India, where
his father was serving as a British officer. At the age of
three he moved with his family to England, and at seventeen
he was hired as an apprentice clerk with the Hudson's Bay
Company. One year later, in 1832, the British Company sent
Alexander to a distant shore on the banks of the Columbia
River to serve at their frontier trading post called Fort
Vancouver, (present-day Vancouver, Washington).
.
Alexander was still a young man in October of 1 840, when
he was given the daunting task of running Fort Nisqually on Puget Sound.
He started with high hopes to relocate the fort to Sequalitchew Creek, and
to organize a large network of British farms called the Puget Sound
Agricultural Company. But the relocation got postponed, and Alexander
became frustrated by all the days he spent away from the fort, trying to
get cattle and sheep for the new farms. Due to a lack of supplies, it was a
time of inactivity and cancelled plans. In addition, the steamship Beaver,
which was a vital lifeline for Fort Nisqually, needed repairs and wasn't
operating most of this time. Alexander served only one disappointing year
on Puget Sound, and in November, 1841, he asked for a transfer.
However, during this otherwise uneventful year, Alexander would be
involved in two important occurrences that would shape the destiny of the
region. During the spring and summer of 1 841, he cordially hosted the
American-led Wilkes Expedition, though it was in direct competition with
British interests. Alexander also hosted a visit to the "Shute's River
Falls" (Tumwater Falls) in October of 1 841 by George Simpson, the
governor-in-chief of the Hudson's Bay Company for North America.
Simpson was in the midst of a world tour, and was considering the
proposal to build a company mill at the falls. Fortunately for the United
States, the British decided against the site and American settlers, led by
Michael T. Simmons, arrived four years later to stake their claims.
Today, when you hike the nature trails of the Nisqually Wildlife
Refuge, the land you see beyond the channel known as Nisqually Reach is
Pierce County's Anderson Island, named after Alexander. This was one of
the rare times the Wilkes Expedition named a location after a British
citizen. (McNeil Island honors the British captain of the steamship
Beaver.) The names were a gesture of gratitude for British hospitality, at
a time when America's hold on the land was growing stronger.
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7. THOMAS LAWSON OTCHIN (Nov. 17, 1814 Lincolnshire, U.K. - De c. 6, 1906 Hillsboro, OR)
In 1836, Thomas travelled under an assumed name, from
his home in England, to the Red River Country near present-day
Winnipeg, Canada, to work for the Hudson's Bay Company.
Thomas was born with the last name of Lawson, but while in
England, he met a man named Thomas Otchin, who chose at the
last minute not to sail to Canada, prompting Thomas Lawson to
take Otchin's ticket and his last name. Thomas lived with the
"ticket name" for the rest of his life.
At the Hudson's Bay Company settlement at Red River in Canada,
Thomas worked as a farm laborer and received a salary of 1 7 pounds a
year. Thomas and the HBC had a rocky relationship from the start. The
governor of the Hudson's Bay Company wrote of Thomas and some of his
coworkers, " ... in many instances their conduct has been outrageous; I have
therefore found it necessary to remove four of the most troublesome
families." Thomas and his wife Mary were one of those families.
The Otchins were sent west, this time, travelling in handcarts to
Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River in Oregon Country. Thomas was told
that if he settled on HBC land, they would provide him with a farm,
supplies, farm animals, and an opportunity later to buy the land. (In 1841 ,
ownership of the land was uncertain, since both Britain and the United
States had legal claims to the Oregon Country.) Thomas never felt the
Hudson's Bay Company treated him fairly, and he later filed a law suit
against the Company for failing to provide the things they promised.
Thomas won the jury trial, but the ruling was overturned on a
technicality, leaving him with no compensation.
Early in 1841, Thomas farmed near Fort Nisqually, finishing his
contract with the Hudson's Bay Company. His next home is of special
interest to historians ... Thomas claimed he built a cabin and lived "where
the City of Olympia now stands." This would make the Otchins Olympia's
first white settlers. However the rain soon drove them south to the drier
and more easily cultivated Willamette Valley. Thomas briefly joined the
1848-49 California Gold Rush, successfully mining $3,000 worth of gold,
and then lived the rest of his long life as a prosperous farmer near
Hillsboro, Oregon. At his death, he was the oldest resident of Hillsboro.
Thomas Lawson, who became Thomas Otchin, went from unhappy
British farm worker to successful American land owner, and along the
way, somewhere in downtown Olympia, built the very first log cabin.
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9. SNO-HO-DUM-SET ("OLD GRAY HEAD") (? 1790s - ? 1860)
Archeological digs conducted around Tumwater Falls and
the Deschutes River in the 1970s and 1980s revealed through
carbon dating, that a Native American presence existed in the
NO
area as much as two thousand years ago. If you were to fast
PICTURE
YET
forward in your mind from those earliest inhabitants, to their
AVAILABLE
descendents in the 1840s, you would come to Sno-Ho-Dum-Set.
Sno-Ho-Dum-Set was the chief of the Indian community
living around "Tum Chuck" (Tumwater) at the southern tip of
the "Whulge" (Puget Sound). He was also chief of the Nu-seh-tsatl Village
at South Bay on Henderson Inlet. The pioneers who first came to live
among the Indians called him "Old Gray Head." Some historians have
referred to him as "the champion of peace."
Sno-Ho-Dum-Set lived during a time when hostile northern tribes
would enter southern waters and threaten the less aggressive tribes
living there. The Tumwater Chief made an agreement, described by
pioneer A. 8. Rabbeson, to stop certain Indian practices in exchange for
protection from the warring tribes. "When we made known the result of
our meeting to Old Gray Head... he was well pleased and assured us that he
would assist us in carrying out our ideas and that we could depend on him
as a friend and supporter, such we found him afterwards to be."
Rabbeson also spoke of the payment made to Sno-Ho-Dum-Set's
people in the early days- "One days work... One cotton handkerchief. One
week's work ... One hickory shirt. One month's work... One 3-point blanket."
In 1 848, when British and American settlers began arriving in
greater numbers, Chief Patkanin of the northern Snoqualmie Tribe called a
war council to unite Puget Sound Indians in an effort to annihilate the
white settlers before their numbers further increased. Patkanin warned
that all Indians would soon be taken to a land without sun where they
would be left to die. Sno-Ho-Dum-Set opposed Patkanin's call fo r
violence, and became the spokesman for Indians from the southern waters
who wished to remain friends with the white settlers.
At the Medicine Creek Treaty signing in December, 1854, Sno-HoDum-Set's name appeared second, between Leschi and his brother
Quiemuth, on the list of dignitaries participating. The events of that day
on the Nisqually Delta would profoundly effect the Indian way of life and
would lead to war, despite the pleas for peace of Sno-Ho-Dum-Set.
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