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Field Site No.: 749

OAHP No.:

Historic Name: Joseph Wohleb House

Common Name:  (#34-769)

County

Plat/Block/Lot

Chambers W2  L5 & 6  Blk 4

Acreage

< one

Supplemental Map(s)

City of Olympia Planning Department

Tax No./Parcel No.

39600400502

Property Address: 122 Southwest 21st Avenue Olympia, Thurston, 98501

LOCATION SECTION

Comments: OLYMPIA

Quadrangle

UTM Reference

SectionTownship/Range/EW 1/4 Sec  1/4 1/4 Sec

Owner Address:

122 21st Avenue SW

Field Recorder: Shanna Stevenson

Owner's Name:

Stephen Buxbaum

City/State/Zip:

Olympia, WA 98501

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name: SOUTH CAPITOL NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT

Local District:

Date Recorded: 10/23/1985

Classification: Building

Within a District? Yes

Contributing? Yes

Comments

National Register Nomination: 0

Plan: Rectangle

Other (specify):

Style

Historic Use: Domestic - Single Family House

Current Use: Domestic - Single Family House

Structural System: Balloon Frame

No. of Stories: 1

Changes to plan: Intact

Changes to original cladding: Intact

Changes to windows: Moderate

Changes to interior: Unknown

Changes to other:

Cladding

Roof Material

Foundation

Resource Status

Form/Type

Roof Type

Survey Name: OLYMPIA

IDENTIFICATION SECTION

DESCRIPTION SECTION

Thurston TUMWATER23 SWT18R02W

Acquisition Code: TopoZone.comSpatial Type: PointZone: 10

Northing: 5208330Easting: 507580Sequence: 0

Tudor

Shingle 

Asphalt / Composition

Concrete - Poured
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Gable

Hip
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PHOTOS

View of SW corner

taken 10/25/1985

Photography Neg. No. (Roll No./Frame No.):

29-23

Comments:

NARRATIVE SECTION

Architect: Joseph Wohleb

Engineer:

Date Of Construction: 1923

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: No

Property is located in a historic district (National and/or local): No

Statement of 
Significance

Built in 1923,  the modest home was the residence of Joseph Wohleb,  who had a major influence on the development and architectural 
heritage of Olympia.  Born in 1887 in Waterbury,  Connecticut,  Wohleb moved with his family to Vallejo,  California in 1890 where he 
received his education and later apprenticed as a boat builder at a naval shipyard and later worked as a carpenter there.  Wohleb came to 
Olympia in 1911 and his first commission as an architect was the Jeffers Studio in Olympia which definitely was influenced by his 
California background. Other early structures were the Cloverfields farmhouse,  now on the National Register of Historic Places,  the Elks 
Club and the William Winlock Miller High School. Wohleb received his  architect's license in November,  1919. Wohleb practiced 
independently for most of his career and was joined by his son Robert in 1946. He employed a number of office assistants throughout the 
years. Perhaps Wohleb is not remembered for his great aesthetic designs but his buildings were extremely well built and practical.  
Wohleb designed a wide variety of commercial structures and homes. Two of his finest are the Henry McCleary and C.  J. Lord Mansions,  
both on the 21st St. in Olympia and both recognized as Nationally Historic Sites. Wohleb also designed a number of public buildings 
including some on the Capitol Campus in Olympia,  the old Thurston County Courthouse and numerous facilities for the State Highway 
Department. Wohleb was also prominent in brewery design and was the architect for much of the Olympia Brewery as well as others all 
over the west.  Wohleb's influence on Olympia is so great that he has been called the man who designed the city,  an apt description.

Major 
Bibliographic
References

Maddox, Dawn, "Joseph Wohleb: resident architect of the state Capital," Landmarks, Vol. IV, No. 4.

Description of 
Physical 
Appearance

This is a rectangular, one-story wood frame structure built in simplified English Revival style on a poured concrete foundation.    Its side-
gabled roof is covered with composition shingles and has close eaves and narrow pent roofs at the base of the gables.    Walls are clad 
with asbestos shingles.    A small hip-roofed extension centered on the front facade holds the entry door, which is approached by brick 
steps with wrought iron railings.    Flanking the entry are two low gables with returns, below which are wide plate glass windows which do 
not appear to be original.    The west facade has two similar plate glass windows.    At the rear is a hip-roofed extension with double-hung 
sash with six-over-one lights, a small entry on the east wall, and a basement garage on the west wall.  The palladian style tops over the 
front windows have been covered over.  

Study Unit Other

Builder:

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local):

Architecture/Landscape Architecture
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