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1 856- IF YOU WERE THERE ... 

1. It is the time of the Indian War. If you were Leschi, what difficulties 
would you encounter gathering and maintaining an army? What if 
you were Governor Stevens? 

2. Divide the class in half, with one side being settlers and the other side 
being Native Americans. Discuss your opinions of the Donation Land 
Claims granted by the United States Government. (A settler arriving 
before 1850 would get 320 acres.) How would each group view the 
Medicine Creek Treaty? (According to the treaty, each Indian 
received 4 acres of land and various forms of government aid, such 
as doctors and schools on the reservations.) 

3. Discuss the structures and improvements pioneers have been making in 
Olympia since their arrival. Do you agree with their priorities? 
What might you have done differently? 

4. Compare a road trip to Portland, Oregon today with one in 1856. A stop 
would be made at Cowlitz Landing, (currently Toledo, WA). 

5. Try to take the viewpoint of a British fur trader at Fort Nisqually. What 
reasons would you have to side with the Indians? The "Bostons?" 

6. Discuss hardships endured by mothers like Elizabeth Simmons and 
Isabella Bush who traveled with small children on the Oregon Trail. 

7. During the Indian War do you believe Leschi should have been tried for 
murder, or held as a prisoner of war? Explain. 

8. The business district is located several blocks north of the town 
square. Why are most of the public buildings there? 

9. The 1851 Cowlitz Convention gave all males, age 18 and over, including 
blacks and half breed Indians the right to vote. At the first 
territorial legislature in 1854, a proposal to extend the vote to 
women lost by just one vote. What would have happened if full
blooded Indians had been allowed to vote? How about women? 

10. Describe what it would be like to be a family of settlers staying 
overnight in the Sylvester Park blockhouse, under threat of attack. 
Then describe an Indian family's thoughts as they hide in the woods 
overnight, hoping to avoid being taken to the internment camp on Fox 
Island, (Bu-ta-u). 

11. What skills would be most important to have in 1856 Olympia? 
Compare those with skills needed in modern times. 

12. Your task is either to build a boat, or work on a wagon road. Choose 
one and then explain why that would be most helpful to the town. 




